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EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 


To  the  English  Apothecaries, 


Gtntlcmtn, 

THIS  Treatife  was  originally  intended  for  your 
fervice,  and  is  notu  prefented  to  you  in  as 
finiflied  a  ftate  as  I  was  capable  of  railing  it  to.  The 
firft  Latin  edition  being  foon  difpofed  of  in  the  year 
1758,  I  was  requefted  to  give  it  in  Englilh  ;  this  I 
complied  Avirh  lefs  reluftantly  becaufe  a  perfon  had 
already  publilhed  a  .tranflation  of  the  prelcriptions, 
with  his  own  dire£i:ions  for  their  application.  He 
was  indeed  by  no  means  equal  to  the  talk  ;  yet 
his  motley  work  pafFed  through  feveral  editions. 
In  a  lapfe  of  above  thirty  years  fince  it's  firft  pub- 
lication, 1  have,  with  un-remitted  fedulity,  made 
fuch  alterations  and  additions  as  feemed  necelTary 
or  ufeful.    Attentively  obferving  the  operations  of 

nature. 
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nature,  confirming  thofc  obfervations  by  experience, 
with  the  advantage  of  a  practice  as  extenfive  and 
as  fuccersful  as  that  of  any  phyfician  in  Europb. 
The  refulc  of  all  my  obfervations  and  of  infinite 
combinations,  during  the  fpace  of  near  forty  years, 
cannot  be  un-acceptable  to  ye.  Let  itie  add, 
that  there  is  not  a  fingle  prefcription  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  pages  that  you  can  ever  make  ufe  of  to 
the  poffible  prejudice  of  any  perfon.  All  hazar- 
dous or  doubtful  medicines  I  invariably  tried  upon 
myfelf  firft.  He  that  would  trifle  with  the  life  or 
health  "of  a  fellow  creature  is  an  objeft  of  the  fe- 
vereft  reprehenfibility.  * 

It  has  afforded  me  great  fatisfa£lion  to  know  that 
rhany  of  you,  who  are  very  eminent  in  their  pro- 
felTion,  have    for    feveral   years  adminiftered  the 
prefcriptions  in  this  Treatise,  with  fuccefs  equal 
to  their  moft  fanguine  expeftations.    As  to  your 
pecuniary  intereft,  I  never  confulted  it,  and  con- 
fequently  have  no  reafon  to  expe8:  that  you  fhould 
confult  mine.    Nor  have  I  fwerved  from  the  Evan- 
gelical rule  in  that  refpeft,  having  treated  you  full 
as  well  as  myfelf.    The  objed  ever  moft  dear  to  me 
was  to  mitigate  the  fufferings,  relieve   the  mife- 
ries  and  remove  the  pains  of  my  fellow  creatures ; 
to  this  purpofe   the  greateft  part  of  my  life  has 
been  devoted.    I  have  affifted  the  poor  from  ten 
in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  without 
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rifing  from  my  ftfat.  It  is- with  this  fole  view  that  I 
iiiicribe  my  work  to  yon.  The  only  favor  I  ever 
did,  or  ever  fliall  requefl;  of  you  is,  to  difpenfe  my 
prefcriptions  with  your  ufual  fidelity  and  accuracy  : 
to  fay  the  truth,  J  have  very  feldom  had  any  reafon 
to  complain  :  for  ihis,  (as  you  are  indebted  to  them) 
be  pleafed  to  accept  the  warmeft  acknowledgments 
of, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MARRYAT. 
Bristol  Augufl  24,  1788. 
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THE  publication  of  a  new  Pharmcopoeia  by 
the  Royal  College  has  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  author  to  make  fome  alterations  in 
moft  of  his  prefcriptions.  As  this  was  a  talk  no 
one  could  perform  for  him,  it  was  alfo  one  of  the 
moft  difficult  and  troublefome  he  ever  engaged  in. 
Many  of  them  required  trials  and  frequent  trials  too, 
after  they  were  adjufted  to  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia; The  whole  merit  of  thefe  formulae  confifts 
in  their  combinations ;  the  leaft  addition  or  alter- 
ation might  create  an  incredible  diflPerence  in  their 
effeft.  Many  of  thefe  prefcriptions  he  can  with 
out  hefitation,  pronounce  invaluable  on  account  of 
thofe  fortunate  combinations. 

We  want,  fays  a  Scotch  profeffor,  remedies  !  re- 
medies !  remedies  !  Surely  it  is  the  peculiar  pro- 
vince of  the  Phyfician  to  fabricate  and  apply  them. 
It  is  his  bufmefs  to  conjoin  thofe  ingredients,  which 
alone,  or  taken  feperately  would  prove  inert  or  nuga- 
tory; yet  v/hen  combined  by  medical  acumen  are 
pointedly  directed  and  attain  energy  fufficient  to  re- 
move 
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move  the  refpe£live  diforder.  In  this,  too  liule  ad- 
verted to,  the  whole  fliill  and  merit  of  the  Phyfician 
confills.  There  is  fcarce  a  fohcary  fabftance  in 
nature  that  will  remove  any  one  difeafe  always^ 
brimllone  excepted,  even  that  cannot  be  depended 
on,  if  ufed  only  internally. 

Has  not  this  triplicate  epiphonema  bewildered  and 
mifled  many  ?  Has  it  not  IHmulated  every  Scotch 
pupil  to  rummage  the  whole  catalogue  of  poifons  ? 
If  he  can  find  one,  the  ufe  of  which,  on  account  of 
it's  deleterious  quality  has  for  fome  centuries  been 
pr^fcribed,  if  he  is  lucky  enough  to  adminifler  it 
without  killing  his  patient,  like  Archimedes,  he 
cries  out  Eureka,  and  fkips  about  in  an  into.xica- 
ting  extafy.  It  is  prefented  to  the  public  eye  and 
he  is  fluflied  with  the  fafcinating  hope  of  feeing 
his  remedy  hitched  up  with  the  curious  range  of 
poifons  in  fome  future  edition  of  that  wonderful 
piodutlion,  the  Edinburgla  Difpenfatory, 

With  humble  fubmiffion  to  the  above-mentioned 
ingenious  profeflor,  we  are  in  flo  want  of  mate- 
rials, if  we  have  fkill  enough  to  combine  them  with 
propriety.  There  are  in  the  new  London  Phar- 
macopoeia more  than  fu{ficie"nt  to  frame  a  remedy 
from,  for  any  diforder  in  it's  own  nature  curable  : 
as  to  the  other  fort  the  unhappy  patient  has  no 
chance  of  being  difchargcd  cured  from  any  other - 
place  than  the  Royal  Edinburgh  Infirmary. 
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The  effe6is  of  due  combination  are  beyond 
meafure  aftonifliing.  We  may  afBgn  fufficient  rea- 
fons  why  two  powders,  feperately  inodorous,  when 
combined,  poflefs  the  acutell  pungency  :  or  when 
two  liquids  perfc6liy  cold,  as  foon  as  united,  take 
fire  and  burft  into  flame  even  in  the  exhaufted 
receiver  of  an  air-pump.  In  the  human  body 
there  are  fo  many  chemical  proceffefs  carried  on 
and  fuch  a  variety  of  operations  of  nature  that  the 
utmoft  limits  of  our  knowledge  of  the  modus  oper- 
andi feem  to  terminate  in  probahiliiy. — Such  a 
combination  has  produced  fuch  an  alteration :  it 
is  highly  probable  that  fuch  a  caufe  may  produce 
the  fame  effea:.  As  for  inftance  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  cafes  wherein  the  afafoetida  has 
been  given  in  large  quantities  and  for  a  confider- 
able  time  to  no  purpofe,  when  joined  with  a 
chalybeate,  it  had  foon  the  defired  efiea. 

A  Perfon  labouring  under  an  angina  pearoris 
wheezing,  fnorting  and  ftrugg'Iing  for  exiftence,' 
after  evfery  expiration,  in  inexpreflTible  agonies ;  was 
entirely  relieved  from  his  diftrefs  in  a  few  minutes 
by  half  a  grain  of  opium  combined  with  the  fame 
quantity  of  cantharides,  tho'  opiates  had  been 
given  before,  with  aggravation  of  the  complaint. 
Inis  was  a  Remedy. 

Opiates  exhibited  alone  will  often  difappoint  the 
practitioner:  combined  with  qtiickfilver,  or  an  an- 
timonial,  or  both,  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  re- 
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quires,  will  almofl  immediately  anfwcr  the  end 
defigned.  The  fame  medicine  joined  with  kali, 
cantharides,  or  ipecacuanha,  or  even  chalk,  accord- 
ing to  the  the  intention  and  fldll  of  the  prefcriber, 
will  take  an  incredible  efFc6l. 

The  Bark,  that  magnum    dei  donum,  as  Dr. 
Mead  calls  it,  is  too  often  trufted  to  alone  and 
with  fcanty  fuccefs :  combined  with  ammonia,  or 
kali,   or  nitre,   or  iron,  or  opium,  according  to 
the  cafe,  will  prove  a  fovereign  remedy,  Ouick- 
lilver  itfelf  requires  fometimes  rhubarb  and  fome- 
times  opium  to  affifl:  it's  operations  and  efficaty. 
Guaiacum  may  be  given  in  large  quantities  with- 
out  advantage — diffolved   in   compound   fpirit  of 
ammonia,  will  foon  free  the  patient  from  his  pains, 
The  tartarifed  antimony  I  have  lately  obferved  has 
in  many  cafes  a  much  better  and  quicker  effect 
when  combined  with  wine  than  in  any  other  form. 
This  the  authors  of  the  new  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia were  appiifed  of,  as  appears  by  their  order 
to  keep  a  tartarifed  antiinonial  wine  as  an  officinal : 
of  an   ounce  of  this    wine  with  two  drachms  of 
fyrup  if  a  tea-fpoonful  is    given   every   three  or 
four  hours,  it  is  the  moft  expeditious  and  effica- 
cious remedy  for  ail  fevers  of  children  without  ex- 
ception.   It  is  indeed  a  feaft  to  the  fcientific  tafte 
to  trace  that  exquifite  Ikill  of  combining  fo  mani- 
feftly     difplayed     in     that    incomparable  work. 
In  this  the  art  of  healing  wholly  confifls.  To 
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combine  with  propriety  is  neither  to  be  learned 
from  books,  nor  from  the  mouths  of  profefTors; 
nor  is  it  taught  even  in  that  extraordinary  femi- 
nary  where  every  thing  elfe  is  taught,  the  glory  of 
the  North,  the  wonder  of  the  World. 

He  who  would  acquire  it  muft  have  lain  the 
broad  bafis  of  a  liberal  education  and  have  attain- 
ed a  moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  things.  He 
ought  to  know  what  the  learned  have  thought 
before  him  in  former  ages,  and  different  nations. 
He  fhould  pofTefs  a  vivid  imagination,  a  tenacious 
mcmtiry  and  found  judgment  to  difcriminate  with 
preciuon  between  things  difcrepant  and  things 
homogeneous.  He  muft  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
effefts  of  matter  on  matter.  He  fhould  have  been 
prefent  at  the  diffeElion  of  an  hundred  or  an  hund- 
red and  fifty  fubje8:s,  He  muft  be  no  ftranger 
to  Botany,  Chemiftry,  Pharmacy  or  Surgery.  His 
application  muft  be  indefatigable  and  his  attention 
to  the  operations  of  nature  calm,  fteady  and  un- 
remitted. He  muft  be  cautious,  circumfpeftive  and 
attentive  to  the  minuteft  circumftances,  with  pati- 
ence and  prefeverance  unrelaxed.  By  travelling, 
he  ought  to  have  informed  himfelf  of  a  variety  of 
things  which  he  could  never  learn  at  home.  Such  a 
one,  by  continued  obfervation  and  painful  experi- 
ence may  qualify  himfelf  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
of  proper  and  efficient  combinations,  confequently 
of  the  Art  of  Healing.    From  hence  it  is  plain 
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that  this  Art  is  to  be  learned  not  to  be  taught.  To 
facihtate  the  learning  of  it  fliould  excite  the  moft 
llrenuous  endeavours  of  thofe  whofe  bufiners  it  is 
to  inftruft  others  in  the  preparatory  fciences.  To 
feek  for  {pecifics  is  inexcufable  puerility,  or  the 
fuggeftion  of  defponding  indolence.  Like  fome  who 
being  in  pofTeffion  of  every  thing  they  do  want,  are 
inceffantly  hunting  after  what  they  do  not  want 
d  that  which  is  un-attainable. 

It  is  admitted  as  an  inconteftible  faft,  that  ihere 
is  no  place  like  Edinburgh  for  the  manufactory 
of  Phyficians.  I  have  heard  a  Scotchman  fay,  that 
there  is  no  country  in  Europe  for  beauty  and 
fertility  comparable  with  Scotland.  He  who  never 
vifited  that  happy  region  had  no  right  to  difpute 
it. 

There  are  three  things  in  which  the  Scotch  un- 
doubtedly excel  every  other  nation.  Firft,  in  the 
amiable  quality  of  vanity.  Their  Infirmary  muO; 
therefore  difcharge  a  greater  number  cured,  in 
proportion,  than  any  other  in  Europe.  Vanity 
and  veracity  are  for  ever  at  cuffs,  tho'  the  latter 
is  no  match  for  the  former.  Secondly,  in  fecond 
fight.  An  Englifli  Moll  White,  or  Briftol  exor- 
cift,  tho'  mighty  clever  in  their  way,  ,make  but  a 
forry  appearance  when  fet  in  competition  with  a 
fecond  fighted  Highlander.  Thirdly,  in  their  pow- 
er of  working  miracles.    They  can  .teach  anatomy 

without 
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without  fubje6ts  and  the  pra£lice  of  phyfic  to 
others  without  underftanding  it  themfelves.  Of  a 
man  whom  they  never  knew,  at  the  diftance  of 
Ibme  hundred  miles,  by  one  miraculous  effort,  they 
can  whiOc  as  much  medical  knowledge  into  the 
head  as  die  brain  will  bear.  A  man  of  abilities 
below  mediocrity,  of  no  education,  who  never 
travelled  or  had  any  opportunity  of  acquiring  me- 
dical fcience;  by  the  all-powerful  diplomatic  in- 
fluence of  the  Scotch  doctors,  ftiall  at  once  array 
his  vifage  in  magnificent  pomp,  kis  head  in  a  pa- 
thognomonic wig,  with  tremendous  folemnity  afcend 
his  vis  a  vis  and  flourilh  away  as  a  Phyiician  of 
enormous  celebrity.  To  a  philofophical  unbeliever  in 
Scotch  miracles  fuch  a  man  would  be  a  perpetual  fource 
of  inexhauflibie  rifibiiity,  were  his  mirth  not  checked 
by  the  affecting  confideration,  that  many  valuable 
lives  which  might  have  been  faved,  are  the  viftims 
of  his  ignorance  and  incapacity. 

We  leave  the  Caledonian  in  full  poffeflion  of  all 
his  extraordinary  powers  and  of  his  Difpenfatory  too; 
for  his  Majefly's  proclamation  has  wifely  prohibited 
the  ufe  of  it  in  England. 

To  exculpate  myfelf  from  the  abfurd  imputation 
of  national  prejudice. — Is  there  a  man  who  has  la» 
boured  fuccefifully  to  alleviate  the  fufferings  and  mi- 
tigate the  evils  of"  human  life  ;  who  has  difinterefi.edly 
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communicated  the  refult  ot  his  experience  ?  There 
is  ;  he  is  a  Scotch-man  :  to  him  my  heart  fprings  and 
cleaves  with  unbounded  afFeftion.    His  writings  have 
in  view  and  really  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind 
more  than  any  I  know  of,  the  new  London  Phar- 
macopoeia excepted.    The  works  of  Mr.  Benj.  Bell 
will  be  fought  after  with  avidity,  and  perufed  to  the 
advantage  of  millions,  long  after  the  Firft  Lines  of 
Phyfic  are  configned  to  obhvion.    It  is  true  the  fo 
foons,  ihcwill  inflead  of  fliall  and  other  Scotticifms 
M'hich  fo  frequeutly  occur,  are  excceedingly  difgufl:- 
ful  to  an  Englifli  eye.    Non  ego  paucis  offender  ma- 
culis.    Inftead  of  Syjlem,  it  were  to  be  wiftied  that 
lie  had  given  the  fame  tiile  to  every  volume  that  he 
has  affixed  to  the  fixth,  which  is  as  jufl  as  unexcepti- 
onable, viz.  A  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and  Prafclice 
of  Surgery.    If  any  man  might  difplay  vanity,  no 
one  can  offer  more  excufes  for  it  than  Mr.  Bell ; 
yet  no  man  manifefts  lefs.    Sume  fuperbiam  quaefi- 
tarn  meritis. 

It  is  high  time  to  come  nearer  home.  There  is 
one  gentleman  whofe  work  muft  not  pafs  unnoticed, 
on  account  of  fome  little  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween him  and  me:  not. that  I  would  contend  one 
moment  for  a  matter  of  opinion  with  any  man  ;  but 
when  the  health  and  welfare  of  my  fellow  creatures  is 
at  flake,  my  heart  glows  with  an  enthufiaftic  ardor 
to  fee  an  affair  of  fuch  magnitude  thoroughly  fifted 
and  properly  fettled. 

It 
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It  is  with  great  attention  and  as  great  concern 
that  I  have  periifed  Mr.  Howard's  two  elaborate 
volumes  ;  the  contents  of  which,  by  the  way,  might 
have  been  comprifed  in  a  few  pages  ;  their  whole  te- 
nor being  an  endeavor  to  prove  the  indifpenfible  ne- 
ceffitv  of  falivation  for  the  cure  of  the  lues.    In  this 
ftrained  eulopim  on  falivation,  his  reader  is  informed, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  effeft  a  radical  cure  without 
confinement, — a  fore  mouth, — the  moft  diflrefsful  laii- 
gour, — that  the  fyftem  muft  be  loaded  with  quick- 
filver — that  the  fluids  muft  be  all  reduced  to  a  ftate 
of  putrefadion — in  a  word,  that  the  patient  muft  be 
almoftftarved,  be  drawn  clofe  by  the  gates  of  death 
(which  ftand  a  litde  ajar)  and  anticipate  the  miferies  of 
a  future  ftate  before  he  can  pofhbly  become  a  found 
man.    Dont  we  lofe  fight  of  the  tuto,  cito  &  jucunde  ? 
Nay  further,  if  a  perlbn  is  perfe6i;ly  cured  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  having  received  the  decijive  operation,  for  that  is 
the  fine  qua  non,  yet  if  he  entertains  ihe  leaft  doubt 
of  being  well,  he  ought  to  be  falivated  again  to  cure 
him  of  his  apprehenfions.    What  pity  this  difcovery 
had  not  been  made  twenty  years  ago  !  Government: 
had  been  furniftied  with  a  ready  anfwer  to  the  petition 
of  the  Middlefex    Freeholders. — Gentlemen,  you 
muft  all  be  falivated,  it  is  the  only  remedy  for  ^mu- 
ancei  and  apprelunfions. 

Indeed  Mr.  H.  this  is  riding  your  hobby-horfe  at 
the  d — I  of  a  rate,  flow  far  it  may  be  neceflary  for 
the  furgson  I  know  not,  but  certainly  it  cannot  be 
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necefTary  for  the  patient.    Here  it  might  be  thought 
high  time  for  him  to  difmouot:  but  he  will  not  (lop 
'till  he  rides  full  butt  againft  thofe  who  were  pafling 
quietly  on.     It  is  a  modern  phrenjy  he  fays,  to  purfue 
the  alterative  method  and  not  to  fubmit  to  falivaiion ; 
or  in  plain  Englifh,  every  one  is  a  fool  or  madman 
who  does  not  think  and  acl  precifelyashe  does.  Such  ar- 
rogance and  felf-importance  (too  often  confpicuous  in 
his  writings)  muft  roufe  an  infulted  public,  and  call 
on  every  friend  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  a  freedom 
of  thinking  and  afting  with  a  liberal  fpirit  of  inquiry, 
to  aik  by  what  authority  he  demands  an  implicit 
faith  ?  Like  Peter  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  palming 
hisd  n'd  crufts  upon  them  for  mutton,  and  cal- 
ling them  fools  and  madmen  if  they  dared  to  queftion 
his  alTertion. 

To  fliew  the  impcffibility  of  his  being  liable  to 
error,  he  has  graphically  delineated  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  quickfilver,  and  traced  it  from  it's  firft  in- 
finuation  into  the  lympathics  of  the  thighs,  thro'  all 
it's  anfraduous  windings 'till  it  has  burfl  thro'  the  fa- 
livary  glands  and  ihus  communicated  it's  dccijive  cpe- 
ration  :  j'ufl:  as  mafter  l\veep,  ^yhe^  he  arrives  at  the 
top  of  a  chimney  Wretches  his  little  throat  to  notifie 
the  decifive  operation,  that  faid  chimney  is  perfectly 
clean.  Quickfilver,  according"  to  his  vifjona'ry  the- 
ory, has  a  centrifugal  and  centripetal  force  ;  it  firft 
impels  the  patient  with  fury  to  the  perilhanaton  and 
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then  with  equal  velocity  to  the  aph-tbanaton  or 
perfect  health.  This  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
his  two  volumes. 

When  a  pbilofopber  attempted  to  prove  that 
there  was  no  motion,  becaufe  a  body  could  npt 
move  in  the  place  where  it  ivas,  nor  in  the  place 
it  was  not;  Diogenes  with  a  cynical  grin,  rofe  up 
and  -walked. 

Of  the  many  thoufands  who  have  received  a 
radical  cure  by  the  alterative  method  recommended 
in  this  Treatife,  not  one  was  fubjefted  to  con- 
finement, a  fore  mouth,  ftarving,  or  emaciation : 
on  the  contrary  they  were  all  enjoined  to  ufe  a, 
generous  diet  and  if  they  could  afford  it  their  bottle 
a  day.  A  very  few  grains  of  quickfilver  produced 
the  decilive  operation — a  real  cure. 

Mr.  H.  owns  (and  there  are  fome  others  alfo  as 
well  as  he,  who  know  it)  that  falivation  is  not 
always  z  perfeH  cure.  I  never  found  any  difficulty 
in  the  renovation  of  health  without  it.  I  always 
endeavoured  to  prevent,  obviate,  or  remove  the 
lead  forenefb'  of  the  mouth  as  foon  as  poffible, 
as  anfwering  no  other  end  than  to  retard  the 
cure.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  iufferings  of 
mankind,  froni  loading  the  fyftem  with  quickfilver, 
are  mfinitely  more  numerous  and  of  far  greater 
magnitude  than  all  that  ever  originated  from  that 
loathfomc  dilbrder. 
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I  could  fill  many  volumes  with  cafes  as  horrid 
and  fhocking  as  were  ever  depiCled  by  pen,  every 
one  of  which  were  perfeftly  cured  wiihout  con- 
finen[ient  or  a  fore  mouth, 

I  obferved  in  this  Treatife  near  thirty  years  ago, 
that  falivation  could  be  never  neceflary,  being  the 
effed  only   of  an   alteration  made  in    the  fluids, 
which  alteration  might  be  as  eafily  made  without  it. 
The  more  the  fyftem  is  loaded  with  quickfilver,  the 
more  precarious  is  the  cure ;  if  it  runs  off  by  (tool, 
the  falivcil  glands,  or  any  other  en^unElory,  the  ture 
is  feldom  radical  :  the  nobleft  efFefts  of  that  me- 
dicine are  owing  to  the  finallnefs  of  the  particles 
to  which  it  is  reduced.    The  muriated  quickfilver 
therefore  is  a  preparation  that  will  be  found  amply 
fjlKcient    to  pcrrorm    a  radical  and  expeditious 
cure,  if  given  in  very  fmall  quantities;  and  the  pa- 
tient by  living  freely  enables  nature  to  exert  her 
power  in  expelling   that  which  is  ofFenfive  from 
the  fyllcm.    The    re-appearance  of  the  diforder 
after  the  ufe  of  this  nicilicine   is  entirely  owing 
to  its  having  been  exhibited  in  too  large  dofes, 
The  fame  properties  may  be  allowed  to  the  cal- 
cined quickfilver. 

Mr.  Coade  wrote  an  anfwcr  to  all  the  thirtieth 
of  jiinr.ary  fcrmons  that  ever  were  or  ever  will 
be  prl-aclicd.    in  like  aianncr,  a  relation  of  the 
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fallowing  cafe  is  a  full  refutation  of  all  that  ever 
can,  or  ever  will  be  offered  in  favor  of  Salivation, 

Twenty  nine  years  ago,  in  London,  I  attended 
a  refpeftable  and  amiable  v/oman,  to  whom  her  huf- 
band  had  communicated  the  diforder  about  eight 
years  before.  Not  knowing  to  what  caufe  her 
complaint  was  owing  'till  fome  time  after  his  death, 
it  arrived  at  an  alarming  heighth.  She  was  falivated; 
it  broke  out  again  with  redoubled  virulence  faliva- 
tion  was  repeated  with  the  fame  fuccefs  five  times 
within  little  more  than  fix  years.  After  thefe  dlftreffing 
operations,  fhe  was  attended  by  two  Phyficians  of 
deferved  eminence,  for  many  months.  One  of 
them  told  me  he  had  given  her  two  grains  of  mu- 
riated  quickfilver  per  diem  for  above  a  quarter 
of  a  year.  I  replied,  if  he  had  given  her  as  much 
at  a  time  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  would  have 
been  to  as  little  purpofe,  afligning  my  reafons,  which 
he  faw  the  force  of  and  entirely  acquiefced.  It 
may  be  prefumed  her  fyftem  had  been  tolerably 
well  loaded  with  quickfilver. 

"When  I  firft  faw  her,  fhe  had  an  ozoena,  ulcerated 
tonfils,  a  mollities  of  the  bones,  the  corona  veneris, 
feveral  phagenenic  ulcers,  nodes,  nofturnal  pains  and 
all  the  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed  lues.  I  ordered  a 
botde  of  drops,  twenty-five  of  which  contained  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  muriated  quickfilver  ;  of  thefe 
to  take  fifteen,  or  if  they  gave  her  a  motion  extra- 
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ordinary,  twelve  only,  in  a  glafs  of  white  wine,  morn- 
ing and  night.  Twenty  of  the  fame  drops  in  a  table 
fpoonful  of  water  were  ufed  for  a  gargle  twice  a  day  : 
with  nothing  but  lint  foked  in  this  were  the  ulcers 
dreffed.  No  other  medicine  was  given,  opium  ex- 
cepted. A  generous  diet  was  her  only  regimen,  and 
in  lefs  than  two  months  flie  was  perfeflly  well,  nor 
ever  after  felt  the  leaft  fymptom  of  that  diforder. 

About  that  time  I  knew  a  furgeon  whom  I  then 
efteemed  for  his  abilities,  'till  he  gave  me  the  follow- 
ing narrative.  *•  A  young  gentleman,  faid  he,  whom 
I  cured  of  a  certain  complaint  feemed  to  think  much 
of  paying  me  three  guineas.  Some  time  after  the 
fame  perfon  was  wicked  enough  to  contrafl  the 
diforder  again  :  this  injury  was  not  more  fcvere  than 
the  firft.  I  told  him  then  he  muft  be  falivated,  ac- 
cordingly he  took  a  lodging  at  Chelfea,  I  attended 
him  daily  for  fix  weeks,  and  he  paid  me  thirty  guineas 
for  his  cure  without  the  leaft  relu£lance."  1  imme- 
diately declined  this  gentleman's  acquaintance,  for  he 
who  can  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  or  credulity 
of  another,  is — I  know  no  word  in  any  language 
that  will  fuithim.  Impofition  and  opprelTion  are  the 
moft  deteftable  and  impardonable  of  all  crimes.  So 
much  for  falivation,  a  word  I  hope  never  to  foul  my 
paper  with  again, 

I  pow  take  my  final  leave  of  the  public,  for  at 
my  tipie  of  life,  I  cannot  expefl:  to  make  any  more 
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difcoveries  of  importance,  efpecially  as  I  feel  the 
palTion  for  folitude  daily  increafing;  it  is  true,  exift- 
ence  is  not  wortii  pofleffing  if  it  doth  not  contribute 
to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  the  exiftence  oi  others. 
Should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  mark  the  peculiar 
eiTetl  of  any  combination  in  futuie,  an  account  of 
it  will  certainly  be  found  amongll  my  papers,  after 
my  deceafe. 

Reader,  farewell  and  reft  affured  that  the  mod 
exalted  and  refined  felicity  fprings  from  the  difin- 
terefted  and  unwearied  endeavors  to  leffen  the  evils 
of  life,  and  add  to  the  enjoyments  of  your  fello~w 
creatures. 
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WHEN  a  trealife  of  a  dida6lic  nature  is  offered 
to  the  public,  it  is  juft,  as  well  as  requfite, 
to  examine  the  author's  title  to  affume  a  province 
with  which  the  idea  of  an  apology  feems  necef- 
farily  connefted.  If  the  faid  author  fliould  prove 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  deviate  from  the  orthodox  path, 
and  be  hardy  enough  to  oppofe  received  opinions, 
though  by  uncomplaifant  experiments  and  inflexi- 
ble fafts ;  his  danger  becomes  truly  alarming,  and 
it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  produce  more  than 
fufficient  excufes  for  his  heretical  contumacy.  Hap- 
pily, in  this  enlightened  age,  no  man  is  condem- 
ned without  a  due  and  good-natured  attention  to 
every  circumftance  that  he  may  be  able  to  plead 
in  his  own  exculpation. 

The  author  nnds  that  he  is  under  the  difagree- 
able  neceffuy  of  too  frequently  fpeaking  of  himfelf, 
an  invidious  and  difguftful  talk,  which  he  would 
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gladly  have  declined,  could  it  have  been  avoid, 
ed  with  jallice  to  his  reader  or  to  his  work. 
"What  )  utenhons  he  may  have  to  a  hearing,  he 
leaves  to  the  candor  of  the  public  to  determine. 

He  prefuities  that  the  refult  of  an  infinite  vari- 
ety of  experiments,  and  moft  extenfive  experience, 
cannot  oc  an  unacceptable  tribute  to  mankind,  in 
whofe  fervice  he  dcfires  (till  to  exert  the  ut- 
moil  of  his  abilities;  from  the  reception  it  has 
n^et  v^ith  in  other  nations,  he  has  had  no  reaforr 
to  difavow  that  fentimeiit. 

From  his  earlieft  years  he  felt  a  flrong  propenfity 
to  medical  ftudies,  and  that  avidity  was  in  fomc 
meafure  indulged  by  an  education  as  liberal  as  he 
could  willa  for.  He  claims  not  the  leafl  merit  from 
gratifying  a  difpnfuion  naturally  ftudious,  or  for 
that  indefatigable  fedulity  which  was  fo  amply  com. 
penfated  by  the  pleafure  that  aitended  it.  With 
gratitude  he  acknowledges  that  he  received  from 
fome  eminenr  phyficians  long  fmce  dead,  inQruc- 
tions  viva  voce,  which  have  been  of  unfpcakable 
utility  to  him. 

When  he  firfl:  began  bufinefs,  he  entertained  a 
wonderful  opinion  of  his  own  abilities,  but  foon 
met  with  a  cafe  which  balfled  all  his  elTurts,  and 
obliged  him  to  call  in  an  old  Fhyfician,  who  was 
fo  kind  as  to  fct  him  xivhl,  and  convinced  him 
tl^jt  there   were    many  methods  ncce'Iary  to  be 
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taken  in  praBice  incompatible  with  the  'befl:  fo/m- 
theory.  Confcious  of  this  deficiency,  he  from 
that  moment  refolved  'to  facrifice  two.  hours  every- 
day to  the  gratuitous  affiftance  of  all  thofe.  who 
fhould  Tipply  to  him  :  this  determination,  which^he 
has  invariably  adhered  to  ever  fince,  has  at  leaft 
given  him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  as  great  a 
variety  of  cafes  as  any  of  his  cotemporaries. 

To  preclude  deception,  as  far  as  poflible^wiih 
refpefcl  to  the  power  .of  medicine;  he  began^^^ith 
the  adminiftration  of  fome  drug  of  allowed  .^effi- 
cacy, and  carefully  watcheld  nature,'  arid '  patiently 
marked  her  operatipns  in  the  ' fame  cafes  .  ih'^.dif- 
ferent  fubjefts :  proceeding  afterwards-  to ',Yaii6,us 
combinations  according'  td  '  the  efFefts  which  /w.ere 
generally  obferved  to  enfue.  In  this  courfe.:of 
prattice,  with  as  rriuch  caution  and  attention  ;^4s 
he  was  capable  of,  after  nuriaberlefs  trials,,  ■  he -^at 
length  inveftigated  moft  of  the  formulae  which  he 
now  fubmics  to  the  public.  Though  an  eye  lias 
been  generally  had  to  the  res  an^ujla  domi,  they  may 
be  eafily  rendered  more  fightly  and.  more  palata- 
ble .  for  thofe  who  can  afford  it,  without  the  leaft 
prejudice  to  their  efficacy. 

It  is  not  to  be  expeQed  that  the  fame  caufe 
will,  always  produce  tW  fame  effect;  probability 
n  perhaps  as  great  a  height  as  human  fcience  can 
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leach.  There  is  no  fmatterer  in  medicine  who 
>voiild  not  roundly  aflert  that  jalap  will  purge,  that 
ipecacuanha  will  vomit,  and  that  antimony  tartar- 
ifed  will  do  both ;  yet  the  author  has  met  with  a 
peifon  ^vhom  jalap  would  not  purge  ;  more  than 
one  whom  ipecacuanha  would  not  vomit,  and  fe- 
veral  caies  in  which  the  tartarifed  antimony  would 
do  neither,  though  i8o  grains  have  been  given 
every  day.  The  doftrine  of  idiofyncrafy  is  hitherto 
inexplicable. 

The  methods  propofed  in  the  following  work 
have  indeed  proved  luccefsful  in  feme  thoufands 
of  cafes,  yet  it  is  no  where  affirmed  that  they  will 
ntver  difappoint  expeftation.  There  are  and  ever 
will  be  innumerable  inftances  in  which  the  direftion 
of  a  flcilful  Phyfician  cannot  be  difpenfed  with,  who 
well  knows  on  what  feeviingly  trivial  minutiae,  in- 
fcrutable  to  the  unfcicntific  eye,  the  health  and 
even  the  life  of  a  patient  depends.  The  alteration 
or  addition  of  a  fingle  grain  in  a  medicine  is 
fomeiimes  of  the  utmoft  confequence. 

That  our  art  is  a  conjeClural  one  has  been  often 
tlirown  in  our  teeth,  though  one  would  think  with 
but  an  indifferent  grace,  by  thofe  of  the  two  other 
liberal  proleffions ;  for  it  is  by  no  means  clear 
that  all  divines  have  been  unanimous  in  their 
belief  of  the  fame   theological  doclrines,  and  it 
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has  been  whifpered  that  fome  of  the  genilemen  of  the 
long  robe  have  attually  diiTered  in  opinion  :  if  then 
any  unartainty  is  to  be  met  with  in  divinity  and 
law,  is  it  not  rather  unkind  that  phyfic  fhould  be 
reproached  with  it  ?  Whatever  flight  variations 
there  may  be  in  the  dogmas  of  men,  our  teachers 
have  in  all  ages  claimed  our  reverence,  and  the 
lawyers  our  admiration :  nor  have  phyficians  beea 
always  treated  with  negie6t,  witnels  the  hon^ 
ors  conferred  on  Hyppocrates  by  a  whole  city; 
the  deification  of  Efculapius,  and  the  immenfe  fee 
bellowed  on  Sertinius :  Erafiftratus,  the  fon  of 
Ariftotle's  daughter,  was  complimented  with  the 
value  of  fixty  thoufand  guineas  on  his  recovering 
Antiochus  the  father  of  Ptolemy. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  mode  of  operation  of  medi- 
cines, it  mud  be  confeffed  that  we  are  fomewhat 
in  the  dark;  the  human  body  is  too  compHcated 
a  machine  to  be  amenable  to  thofe  laws  which 
folids  and  fluids  out  of  it  may  be  fubjecl  to.  Thofe 
who  tread  the  high  priori  road  are  mighty  apt  to 
grow  giddy  and  Humble.  Nature  is  ver'y  often  ex:- 
ceeding  unmannerly  to  theories.  A  great  and 
wife  man,  not  many  centuries  ago,  to  account  for 
the  effects  of  cinnabar  in  epilepHes,  gravely  informs 
his  reader,  that  the  Archaeus  is'  fo  attentive,  to  the 
fine  color  oF  the  fluids  cau fed  by  faid  cinnabar,  that 
he  is  no  longer  at  leifure  to  play  his  mifehievous 
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pranks.  Is  the  modern  folution  .of  phenomena 
occafioned  by  mercury  from  its  momentum  lefs 
abfurd.  or  many  others  which  nilay  be  mentioned  ? 
Would  it  not  be  more  ingeniious  to  acknowledge 
that-  fuch  medicines  do  generally  produce  fuch  ef- 
fe8s;  though  we  cannot  fatisfaftorily  aacounr  for 
the' manner  in  which  they  aQ  ?  Why  may  there 
not  be  medical  as  well  as  theological  myfteries? 
A' fnaw  much  converfant  in  the  pra6lice  ofphyfic 
ini|ht  recite  many  narratives  of  the  operation  of 
drags'  which  would  hazard  his  credit. 

Nevertheiefs  their  power,  with  fubmiffion  to  the 
jrathor  of  Domeftic  Medicine,'  is  by  no  means 
inConfiderable,  and  it  feems  as  nov.el  for  Pbyfi- 
cians  toi  inveigh  againft  the  ufe  of  drugs,  as  for 
a  man  of  learning  to  decry  erudition :  he  who  has 
been  arr  eye-witnefs  to -the;  almoft:  inllantaneous 
akerations  made  in  the  human  body  by  many  of 
them,  one  would  fcarcely  expeft  to  find  fo  par- 
fimonious  in  .his-  acknowledgments  of  their  power. 
When  a  perfon  is  ill,  he  naturally  and  juftly  looks 
■f(t»i*'.  the  reftoration  of  bis  health  from  a  Phy- 
fician;  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  difap- 
pointed  is  comparatively  exceeding  fmall. 

l^at  the  dietetic  regimen  is  of  no  fmall  confequencc 
inoft  be  allowed",  as  the.  above-^raentioned,  author 
jw^ly  obferves,  hat  that- faid- regimen  fliould  pre- 
ciade-  the.  ufa;  ot  due^  medicamentSj  no  reafon  can 
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be  affigned  but  that  which  is  not  fit  to  be  given. 
With  regard  to  the  aliment  >that  is  moft  proper  for 
perfons  who  -are -  indilpofed,  there  is  perhaps  no 
point  in  which  Phyficians  fo  much  and  fo  widely 
differ. 

This  confideration  induced  the  author  of  the  en- 
fuing  Iheets,  to-  attempt,  if  polTible,  to  arrive  at  fome 
certainty,  with  refpetl  to  this  intricate   and  mo- 
mentous matter.    He  could  conceive  of  no  other 
way  to  do  this,  than  the  ocular  demonftration  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  food,  by  its  continuance  in 
the  ftomach,  and  marking  the  time  requifite  for 
the  produQion  of  thofe  alteration's.    Providing  him- 
felf  therefore  with  a  few  pieces  of  tin,  lome  of  a 
globular,  and  others  of  a  cylindrical  form,  faftened 
to  fmall  iron  wire,  in  which  the  fubftances.  ufed 
for  aliment  might  be  pauly,.  and  fome  wholly  in- 
clofed;  when  he  found  that  he  could  draw  up  his 
machinery  from  his  own  flomacb,  without  any  pair, 
he  thought  that  he  miglit  make  free  with  fome 
carnivorous  quadrupeds  and  birds,  to  aifid  him  in 
his  experiments;  as  his  little  family  manifcfted  no 
difgud  at  his  treatment,  he  hopes  that  they  fuf- 
fer^d  no  inconvenience"  frorfi  jt.-J  Me  was  furprifed 
to  obfcrve  the, difference  between- a  piece  of  the 
lame  animal  fubftance.  macerated  ,  in   faliva,  in  a 
degree  of  heat  equal  to  ninty-eight  of  •Farenhcit's 
theimomctcr,  and  that  which  had  been  continued  in. 
ihe. ftomach  the  fame  time. 
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Having  made  his  deduftions  with  as  much  care 
and  circumrpeaion  as  he  was  mafter  of,  he  ven- 
tured to  recommend  the  ufe  of  fuch  food  to  his 
patients  as  appeared  to  him  from  his  experiments, 
to  be  moft  fuitable,  and  has  found  his  expe6la- 
tions  happily  anfwered.  The  refult  of  all  his  trials 
he  has  interfperfed  in  the  body  of  his  work,  as  far 
as  their  utility  has  been  confirmed  by  experience. 
He  fhall  only  add  on  this  fubje6t  here,  that  con- 
trary to  the  common  notion,  roaft  meat  is  eafier 
digefted  than  boiled,  and  that  even  the  bones*  of 
chickens  are  fooner  converted  into  an  alimentary 
mucus,  than  any  vegetable  fubftancc. 

Experiments  iirc  undoubtedly  the  moft  eligible 
means,  for  the  acquifition  of  found  and  ufeful 
knowledge  yet  the  moft  exquifite  caution  is  necef- 
fary  with  regard  to  the  inferential  reafonings  from 
them  ;  this  the  author  cannot  help  noticing,  from  a 
confcioufnefs  that  fome  dedu£lions  which  at  one  time 
feeraed  indifputably  clear  to  him,  he  was  convinced 
by  future,  and  more  accurate  trials,  were  too  hafty 
and  infupportable. 

It  is  a  trite,  but  juft  obfervation,  that  thofe  who 
are  moft  dogmatical,  are  moft  apt  to  be  erroneous. 
Self-importance  Jias  a  mighty  bad  effeft  on  the 
eves,  and  wonderfully  impairs  their  vifual  power. 
Of  this  he  begs  leave  to  deliver  the  following  in- 
ftance  :  in  the  year  1756,  having  made  (in  his  own 
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opinion)  a  momentous  difcovery,  he  gave  it  to  the 
public  with  a  moll  imperious  and  diftatorial  air 
of  felf-confequence,  under   the  title   of  Medical 
Aphorifms.    The  authors  of  the  Monthly  Review, 
piqued  to  fee   the   public    fo   cavilierly  treated, 
appUed  a  critical  veficatory  with  fuch  propriey,  as 
entirely  to  evacuate    the  peccant    humour,  and 
(beyond  their   own   expeQ;ations;  to  effeQuate  a 
perfett  cure.    Would  to  Pieaven,  that  every  au- 
thor, who  falls  under  their  caftigatory  pen,  would 
make  the  fame  ufe  that  be  did  of  the  well  meant 
hints  of  thofe  ingenious,  and  never  enough  to  be 
applauded  writers,  inftead  of  fnarling  at  the  rod^ 
or  impotendy  fnapping  at  the  kind  hand  that  holds 
it.    After  this  frank  and  voluntary  confeffion,  he 
hopes  the  reader  v/iW  not   queftion   his  veracity, 
when  he  alTures  him,  that  whatever  difagreeable 
and  painful  neceffity  he  may  be  under  of  relating 
things  concerning  himfelf,  it  is  folely  with  this  view, 
viz.  that  the  method  (however  uncommon)  which 
he  fometimes  propofes,  of  handling  feveral  crabbed 
diforders,  may  be  thought  not  totally  unworthy  of 
attention,  efpecially  as  it  has  fucceeded  i-n  a  great 
number  of  hmilar  cafes.    What  he  delivers  is  found- 
ed on  an  extenfivc  experience  ;  for  he  fhould  think 
that  he  treated  his  reader  with  great  impropriety, 
were  he  to  lay  before  him  any  method  which  had 
proved  fuccefaful  in  a  few  inftances  only. 
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It  may  not  be  •  amifs  to  prefent  the  reader  in 
this  place  with  fbme  of  the  above-mentioned 
Aphoiifms,  bccaiifc  the  author  laid  no  inconfider- 
able  ftrefs  upon  ihem  in  the  courfc  of  his  pra6lice 
ffor  few  men  have  fpent  more  hours  at  the  elec- 
trical wheel)  becaufc  the  doftrines  they  contain 
appeared  to  him  as  irrefragably  true  above  thirty 
year.,  ago;  and  becaufe  they  have  very  lately  been 
countenanced  by  the  greatefl:  modern  Philofophers, 
and  adopted  by  fome  learned  and  judicious  Phyfi- 
cians. 

1.  Animals,  as  well  as  vegetables,  are  formed  and 
fuftained  by  that  materiral  agent  of  the  Deity,  an  ae. 
therial  fluid,  commonly,  though  improperly,  called 
cledrical  fire. 

2.  The  brain  is  its  rcpofitory,  and  the  nerves  its 
condi:6lors,  into  the  cellular  tunic  of  the  mufcles; 
it  is,  coniequently,  the  caufe  of  voluntary  and  in- 
vo.luntary  motion*. 

3.  The  flat  particles  of  the  craffamentum  are  the 
parts  which  attract  this  fire,  and  appear,  from  ex- 
periments, to  be  eledrics  per  fe.  So  true  is  the 
aflertion  in  facred  writ  that  m  the  blood  is  the  foul. 

4.  The 

*  The  heart  of  a  Sa'mon,  if  infulated,  and  a  few  fparks 
are  drawn  from  i',   will  fpontaeoufly   perfcrm  its.  fyftole  and 


INTRODUCTION.  xxxiii 

4.  The  fermentation  in  the  ftomach,  affifted  by 
the  fuccus  pancreaticus,  prevents  the  too  great  ac- 
cumulation of  the  vital  heat. 

5.  An  acid  gas,  arifing  from  a  too  rapid  fermenta- 
tion in  the  ftomach,  may  produce  various  diforders 
by  an  expulfion  of  the  vital  heat,  or  by  propel- 
ling it  into  irregular  and  unequal  diftributions.* 

6.  Health  depends  on  an  equal  diftribiition  of  a 
fafficient  quantity  of  this  nervous  influence,  with  i 
proportionate  elaflicity  of  the  mufcular  fibres. 

7.  Every  diforder  is  caufed  by  or  attended 
with  a  redundance,  deficiency.  Or  unequal  diftri- 
bution  of  the  nervous  influence. 

That  eleQiricity  may  be  applied  to  good  piir- 
pofe,  in  feveral  rebellious  difeafes,  is  a  certain  fa£t, 
though  ic  muft  be  owned,  that  the  remedy  is  a 
precarious  one.  The  author  has  been  frequently 
difappointed,  from  its  effefts,  in  thofe  cafes  in  which 
it  appeared  mofl:  liicely  to  fucceedj  fuch,  for  in- 
ftance,  as  paralytic  alFeClions.  It  is  moft  to  be 
depended  on  in  the  almofl:  inftantaneous  removal 
of  painful  diforders,  and  of  thofe  which  originate 
from  obftructions.  He  fliall  only  obferve,  further, 
on  this  fubjeft,  that  from  no  fmall  number  of  ex- 
periments, he  can  fafely  affirm,  that  the  moft  effi- 

t  cacious 

•  Worms  In  the  inteftlnea,  will,  fometimes,  occafion  fenrationt 
(in  adults)  exaaiy  fimilar  to  eledlrical  fliocki. 
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cacioUs  ittethod  of  ufmg  it  is,  to  infulate  the 
patient,  and  to  draw  fparks  from  the  afFefted  part  •, 
and  that  when  fhocks  are  to  be  given,  a  ftronger 
than  one,  from  a  thin  eight  ounce  Leyden  vial 
(i'f  often  repeated)  is  'never  neceffary,  or  produc- 
tive oF  good  'ct)nrequeriGes. 

During  the  refidence  of  the  author  in  London, 
there  are  many  perfons  yet  in  being,  who  have 
nt)t  'forgot  th^it  be  Vas  foVtii'hate  enough  to  fucc'eed 
ift  no  i ncori fide r able  number  of  very  extraordinary 
cafes ;   nor  has  his  good  fortune  in  that  refpeft 
hitheito  deferted  him.    When,  from  accidents  e- 
qually  enexpefted  and  unavoidable,  in  the  year  1762, 
he  left  that  his  native  city,  he  has  fmce  vifited  fe- 
veral  different  kingdoms,  eagerly  embracing  every 
op'pdrtunity  of  iriCreafihg  his  medical  knowledge,  by 
forming  ah  iritirhady  with  many  eminent  iPhyficians, 
and  by  every  other 'praftic'able 'means,  (till  pm-fning 
his  invariable  rule  of  affifting  the  poor,  gratis,  every 
day.    The  numbers  which  flocked  to  him,  in  fomc 
places,,  are  fcarcely  credible  (even  feme  hundreds, 
in  a  .day)  particularly  in  "the  Northero  paft  of  Ire- 
larid  (where  he  continued  fonie  years)   which  is 
amazingly  populous,  and  much  much  more  fo  than 
is  generally  imagined.    He  Was  exceedingly  difguft- 
ed  at  the  abfurd  credulity  of  the  common  fort  of 
people   there,    and   their   prophane  comparifons. 
They  have  even  brought  dying  perfons  to  him,  in 
creels  (or  bafliets)  and  when  he  has  alfured  them 
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that  they  were  in  the  agonies  of  death,  they  have 
carried  them  away  murmuring,  and  fcrupled  not  to 
alFert,  that  they  knew  he  could  cure  them,  if  he 
would.  Thefe  ridiculous  circuniflancQs  would  not 
have  been  mentioned,  were  they  not  ^  prefump- 
tive  proof,  that  fqme  perfons  had  reipeiy^d  remarlc- 
able  benefit  froni  hijii,  to  giyg  nfe  to  fuch  fur- 
mifes. 

Since  his  return  to  England,  which  was  not 
till  February  i774-»  he  has  relieved  feme  thoufands 
in  this  town  (Shrewfbury)  yet  it  is  well  known, 
that  thofe  who  apply  to  him,  do  not  commonly 
labour  under  fuch  diforders  as  are  removeabl^ 
with  the  greatefl;  facility. 

He  begs  pardon  of  the  reader  for  this  curfory 
recital  of  a  few  fafts,  which  he  thinks  himfelf  en- 
couraged to  expeft  from  the  confideration  of  what 
he  has  fupprelTed.  He  pleads  not  the  flighteft 
degree  of  merit  from  .the  performaijice  oj[  that 
which  appears  to  him  a  duty — a  readinefs  to  affifl: 
others ;  nor  can  he  be  inlligated  by  that  truly  de- 
fpicable  quality,  vanity ;  fince  he  has  119  wifti  left 
to  form  for  himfelf  but  euchanafia.  The  only 
reafon  why  he  has  executed  this  painful  taflc,  is 
to  intimate  that  there  nlay  be  a  poffibilit^  that  the 
methods  of  cure  which  he  recomrnepds,  h^ve 
fome  claim  to  the  confideration    of  thofe  whofe 

e  2  peculiar 
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peculiar  province  it  is  to  think  of  fuch  things, 
(hough  they  may  greatly  and  oSenfively  deviate 
from  the  common  track. 

The  medical  reader  will  certainly  meet  with 
fome  things  in  the  enfuing  treatife  which  may  ex- 
cite his  furprize,  and  perhaps  his  difguft:  the  au- 
thor would  only  plead  ihe  privilege  of  an  Englifliman, 
trial  before  condemnation.  There  are  many  means 
which  appear  at  firft  blufli  very  uj:i[ikely  to  attain 
the  end  in  view,  yet  are  found  to  be  perfeflly  ade- 
quate to  the  acquifition  of  faid  end.  To  cut  a 
man's  throat  may  feem  an  odd  method  of  pre- 
ferving  his  life,  yet  there  are  cafes  in  which  no 
other  method  can  be  taken. 

The  author  was  once  in  confultation  with  one 
of  the  rnoli  eminent  phyficians  on  the  European 
(pontinent ;  the  patient  was  a  young  gentleman, 
feemingly  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  confumption ;  on 
propofing  the  vitriolic  vomit,  the  Do6lor  hallily 
exclaimed  that  he  would  not  furvive  the  taking  it 
a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  he  was  then  aflced  if  he 
had  ever  ordered  the  blue  vitriol  ?  He  replied  that 
he  never  did,  nor  had  ever  feen  it  adminiftered  ; 
wA^j  rejoined  the  author,  may  be  the  beft  judge 
of  its  effecls;  he  who  never  faw  any  of  them,'  or 
he  who  has  given  it  above  twenty  thoufand  times  ? 
The  Do£loi  was  of  loo  ingenonus  a  dil^ofition  to 
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ofi'er  any  further  objeftion  :  the  vomits  were  taken, 
and  our  patient  was  reftored  to  perfeft  health. 

If  any  one  were  to  propofe  a  more  fafe,  certain, 
and  expeditious  method  of  profligating  dillempers, 
he  fliould  rejoice  to  fee  his  own  woric  fuperfeded 
^nd  dwindle  into  neglett.  Let  manicind  be  ferved, 
and  it  is  immaterial  from  what  hand  the  benefits 
flow.  As  a  certain  perfon  faid  formerly,  he  wifhed 
that  all  the  Lord's  people  were  prophets ;  fo  the 
writer  of  this,  wiflies  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
that  all  the  human  fpecies  could  preferve  them- 
felves  from  pain  and  ficknefs,  or  at  leaft  knew 
bow  to  get  rid  of  every  malady  incident  to  them. 

He  would  warmly  recommend  to  his  brethren, 
particularly  to  young  phyficians,  the  method  he 
lias  fa  long  pra8.ifed,  of  fetting  apart  tv/o  hour* 
every  day  for  the  fervice  of  the  poor;  he  can 
allure  them  from  the  experience  of  above  thirty 
years,  that  the  advantages  refulting  from  it  will 
amply  compenfate  all  fortuitious  inconveniencies, 
and  infinitely  exceed  their  mod  fanguine  expec- 
tations. The  pleafure  of  doing  good  is  the  moll 
elevated  and  refined  of  all  pleafures,  and  the  only 
enjoyment  that  can  reconcile  us  to  the  fufferings 
and  woes  which  are  infeperably  annexed  to  human 
life. 

The  author  acknowledges  that  human  nature,  with 
all  its  faults  and  follies,  is  the  object  of  his  moll 
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tender  affe6lion.    He  who  has  been  eye-wUnefs  to 
fo  many  fcenes  of  mifery,  mufl:  have  a  callous 
heart  indeed,  if  it  were  not  to  be   touched  by 
fympathy  and  meked  with  compaflion.    As  Te- 
rence faid,    "  4  man  myfelf,  I  Jed  for  all  Mankind" 
The  inevitable  evils  of  life  are  fufficiently  nume- 
rous, and  he  muft  have  a  very  weak'  head  and  a 
very  bad  heart  who  can  wantonly  increafe  the  horri- 
ble aggregate.  It  is  furprifing  that  one  can  fay  or  do 
any  thing  that  he  knows  will  give  pain  to  another : 
but  it  is  beyond  meafure  aftonifliing  <hat  any  one 
can  diveft  himfeif  of  pity  for  thofe  who  partake 
of  the  fame  nature  with  himfeif.    No  excufe  can 
be  pleaded  for  want  of  compafTion,  or  even  for 
not   alleviating  the  fufFerings  of  others  when  in 
our  power. 

It  is  alledged  by  fome  that  if  it  is  a  man's  own 
fault  he  may  thank  himfeif  for  his  fituation,  he 
can  deferve  no  pity :  but  this  is  a  perverfion  of  all 
reafoning,  for  furely  no  one  fecks  mifery  or  dif- 
trefs,  and  if  he  falls  into  them  it  muft  be  owing 
to  want  of  knowledge  or  want  of  power :  like 
ideots  or  infants  he  is  therefore  doubly  the  objeft 
of  pity.  If  it  is  even  owing  to  obftinacy  and 
perverfenefs  that  a  man  becomes  wretched,  he  doth 
not  forfeit  his  claim  to  our  compaflion :  vice  and 
wickednefs  will  certainly  render  him  miferable  ;  but 
let  us  not  fee  him  Jo  without  heaving  a  figh  and 
dropping  a  tear.    If  ^s  our  teachers  infoim  us, 
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fdch  a  one,  fhall  be  tormented  for  ever,  furely  this 
is  amply  fuffieient,  and  there  can  be  nothing  anfiifs 
in  our  endeavours  to  render  his  exiftence  in  this 
hfe  as  comfortable  as  poffible.  Let  it  not  be  for- 
got, that  if  you  had  received  the  fame  education, 
and  had  been  placed  precifely  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances,  your  conducl  would  have  been  exaSly  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  unhappy  mortal  whom  you 
fb  unkindly  negle6t.  Who  made  thee  to  differ, 
however  humiliating,  is  by  no  means  an  impertinent 
queftion. 

■Some  plead  the  ingratitude  of  men,  as  a  reafoil 
vvhy  we  fhould  not  affift  our  fellow  Kireatures  in  dif. 
trefs:  this  indeed  is  a  weed  very  apt  lo  fpring  up 
in  the  human  heart,  and  we  muft  make  our  ac- 
count to  meet  ^A?ith  it.  He  would  not  be  efteem- 
cd  over-wife  who  would  take  pet  at  his  garden, 
and  totally  defert  it,  becaufe  it  pours  forth  weeds 
fpontaneoufly.  Both  it  not  argue  fomething  of  a 
mercenary  difpofitiofi  to  expeft  conftantly  fuch  a 
luxurious  treat,  as  grateful  fetUriis  for  the  favours 
we  beftow  ? 

Vv'e  make  great  alloivahces  for  the  flips  and 
failures  in  thofe  refpeftable  perfonages,  ourfelv^s: 
in  honor  to  humanity,  jet  us  not  be  lels  favorable 
to  others.  A  fufferer,  let  him  be  what  he  will,  is 
an  object  of  compaflion.  For  my  own  part  I 
freely  own  that  1  would  make   very  confidcrable 
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facrifices  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  happirYfcft 
of  the  moft  wicked  and  worthlefs  man  that  ever 
cxiQed. — He  is  my  brother,  as  the  royal  Jew  faid 
of  Benhadad,  and  he  that  loveLh  not  his  brother, 
can  neither  love  the  Deity,  nor  be  loved  by  him  ;  but 
is  aftually  a  murderer  in  the  fight  of  that  being  who 
is  kind  to  the  unju/l  and  to  the  unthankful,  v/ho  has 
promifcd  his  forgivenefs  and  favor  to  mankind  on 
no  other  condition,  than  that  o^^bein^  kind  one  to  anO" 
iher,  tender  hearted,  and  forgiving  one  another. 

The  above  quotations  may  be  hazarded  with- 
out much  fear  of  a  difcovery,  as  they  are  taken  from 
a  book  which  is  fcarce  ever  dipped  into  by  any 
perfon  in  this  pohte  age,  though  there  is  a  fweet 
fpirit  of  philanthropy  breathing  through  it,  which 
one  would  think  might  render  the  perufal  of  it 
tolerable. 

As  a  few  hygienical  (Iriftures  may  be  expeQed  to 
precede  a  work  of  this  nature,  I  fhall  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  the  reader  the  following  obfervations 
'  on  what  the  Phyficians  call  the  non-naturals.  The 
neceflTary  rules  for  the  prefervation  of  health  are 
intelligible  to  the  meaneft  capacity,  and  may 
be  comprifed  in  a  fmall  compafs  No  one  can 
be  exculpated,  therefore,  who  is  ignorant  of  the 
means  whereby  fo  invaluable  a  blefling  may  be 
continued, 

A  dry 
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A  dry  air  is  extremely  defirable  and  large  rooms, 
or  fuch  at  lead  as  will  admit  of  frequent  venti- 
lation from  freOi  currents  of  air.  Ttf  fleep  in  a 
room  that  has  no  chimney  in  it,  or  faid  chimney 
ftop'd  up  is  highly  improper,  and  it  is  no  won- 
der that  perfons  who  are  guilty  of  fuch  indifcrer 
tion  are  fabjeft  to  the  incubus. 

With  refpeft  to  diet,  the  calls  of  nature  ought 
not  to  be  difregarded ;  they  are  fufficiently  audi- 
ble, and  it  is  at  our  peril  that  we  refill  their 
importunity.  The  bad  effedts  of  eating  or  drink- 
ing too  much  are  eafier  to  be  removed  than  thofe 
which  arife  from  inanition.  Nature  has  made  no 
provifion  againft  the  confequences  of  ftarving  our- 
felves.  An  acrimony  of  the  fluids  proceeds  from 
frequent  fading,  that  is  fcarccly  conquerable  by 
the  power  of  medicine.  To  thofe  who  look  on 
fafting  as  a  religious  duty  I  have  nothing  to  fay; 
but  as  flagellation  is  alfo  confidered  in  the  fame 
light,  to  bare  the  back,  and  receive  a  few  hafty 
lalhes  would  be  certainly  the  mott  eligible  alter- 
native. 

To  adopt  the  plan  of  Lewis  Cornaro  in  this 
northern  climate  would  be  the  height  of  folly. 
Dr.  Cheyne  with  his  vegetable  regimen,  has  been 
the  caufe  of  infinite  mifchiel  to  valetudinarians. 
As  refufing  to  eat  when  we  are  hungry,  and  to 
drink  when  we  are  thirfty  is  prejudicial  to  health; 
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in  like  manner  to  coniinue  eating  for  the  fake  of 
pleafing  one's  appetite,  or  drinking  when  we  feel 
no  inclination  to  it,  mun:  undoubtedly  afif'ttl  our 
health ;  thofe  who  arc  fo  wife  as  to  make  their 
meals  always  of  one  difli,  will  fcarcc  ever  offend 
in  the  firfl  point,  and  none  but  incorrigible  fots 
will  be  guilty  of  the  latter.  To  rife  with  an  ap- 
petite, though  a  very  fiugal  and  common  maxim, 
is  an  exceeding  bad  one.  who  obeys  (he  dic- 

tates of  nature,  that  is,  his  own  internal  feelings, 
will  not  err,  but  eat  'till  he  finds  himfclf  fatisfied,  for 
there  is  no  otlier  method  of  afce;taining  the  quantity 
r.cceflary  to  be  taken.  As  to  the  qualily  of  6\et, 
it  is  of  little  importance  to  perfons  in  health,  though 
animal  food  is  inconteflibly  preferable,  and  to  which 
the  vegetable  ought  to  be'greally  di'proporiionate : 
for  the  difeafes  which  arife  from  the  ufe  of  the 
latter,  are  by  far  the  mod  crabbed  and  refraflory. 

The  fame  confideration  holds  good  with  refpeft 
to  Jlefp,  which  in  yoiivg  and  old  perfons  ou^ht  to  be 
indulged,   but  nevt-r  to  be  foliciied  by  lynig  in  bed 
late.    To  ari  e  early    in   the  morning  (as  by  all 
allowed^  is  greatly  conducive  to  health. 

Exercife  is  fo  abfolutcly  neceffary,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  continue  long  free  from  diforders 
without  it :  nine  tenths  of  thofe  which  are  incident  to 
human  beings  originate  from  indolence.  The  price 
of  health  is  aflivity,  and  the  flothful  are  unequal  to 
the  purchafe. 

Cojlivcncfi 
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Coflivenefi  of  the  bodv,  th  -ugh  fometimes  for  a 
furprilinor  length  of  time  not  inconfiltent  with  a 
peifefl  ftate  of  health,  yet  fhould  not  be  conni- 
ved ar :  the  iiueOinal  canal  ought  to  be  kept  opea 
by  a  laxative  diet  or  other  means,  for  one  motion 
in  twenty-four  horrs  is  a  defirable  circumftance, 
and  well  worth  our  endeavouring  to  procure.  As 
to  the  reft  of  the  excretions,  nature  is  the  belt 
guide  for  the  management  of  them ;  if  they  abound 
in  quantity,  the  ftimuius  felt  will  be  a  fufficient 
warning  far  the  neceffity  of  evacuation.  As  phle« 
botomy  is  fo  fafhionabie,  it  may  not  be  fafe  to  fay 
any  thing  againfl:  it :  but  why  the  quanti  y  of  blood 
Ihould  be  diminifhed  when  no  plethora  exifts, 
feems  beyond  the  power  of  human  conception, 
II  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  author  has  met 
with  more  diforders  which  were  occafioned  by  im- 
prudent bleedings,  than  from  all  other  caufes 
whatever.  To  affign  a  reafon  why  the  northern 
nations  were  formerly  fo  extremely  populous  has 
puzzled  many  :  that  affair  may  perhaps  no  longer 
continue  myflerious,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
they  were  ftrangers  to  the  ufe  of  the  lancet. 

Laftly,  the  proper  regulations  of  the  pajfions  of 
the  mind  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  towards  the 
eftabhfhment  and  continuance  of  health.  He  who 
would  enjoy  perfect  health  and  long  life,  fhould 
cultivate  a  perpetual  chearfulnefj,  and  maintain  a 
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fixed  refoluiion  to  be  pleafed  with  whatever  may 
befal  him ;  ihis  fatisfadion  and  content  is  vviihin 
the  reach  of  every  one.  But  he  who  is  conllandy 
repining  and  fretting  for  the  pofleffinn  of  fomc 
viGonary  blifs,  or  toiling  in  the  ceardcfs  purfuit  of 
that  which  he  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  expeft  the 
poflefTion  of,  muft  not  wonder  if  his  health  fliould 
be  impaired  by  the  delufive  chace.  Perlons  who 
indulge  this  wayward  difpofitpn,  eaGly  irritable, 
and  attentive  only  to  that  which  feeras  faulty  and 
difagreeable  in  others  ;  if  every  thing  they  could 
wifh  for  were  at  their  command,  would  make 
Ihift  to  be  as  peevilh  and  uneafy  as  if  they 
had  real  caufe  for  difconient.  Subordination  is 
indifpenfible,  and  the  foot  may  as  well  refufe  to 
perform  its  fun6;ions,  becaufe  it  is  not  the  head, 
as  a  man  become  difatisfied  with  his  ftation. 
Every  one  has  an  undoubted  right  to  meliorate 
his  condition  if  he  can,  but  fuch  attempts  are  by 
no  means  inconiiftent  with  the  indulgence  of 
continual  good  humour,  with  fuffering  the  mind 
to  dwell  only  on  pleafing  images,  and  with 
acquiefcence  under  difapointment.  Nature  has 
indented  with  us  for  nothing  but  food  and  rai- 
ment, and  fome  time  ago  a  wife  and  good  man 
had  learned  to  be  quite  content  with  ilian. 

Let  me  add,  as  another  means,  the  manifeftation 
of  a  pro&ifion  of  lendernefs  to   all  ilie  animal 
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creation :  this  fofiens  the  mind,  and  endues  it  with 
an  aptitude  for  the  reception  of  pleafurable  fen- 
fations,  and  of  the  fineft  feeling?  of  the  human  hearU 
It  is  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  exert  his  efforts 
to  contribute  to  the  pleafure  and  felicity  of  all 
with  whom  he  is  conefted,  even  in  the  mlnutell 
incidents.  Seek  by  all  poffi.ble  means  the  happi- 
nefs  of  others,  and  you  will  nnd  your  own  in  the 
way.  In  a  word,  health  is  to  be  fecured  by  being 
/iiiive  and  virtuous. 

Let  the  fame  procedure  be  recommended  to  our 
fair  countrywomen,  with  this  additional  argument, 
that  to  be  good  is  to  be  handfome  as  well  as 
healthy  ;  nothing  improves  the  beauty  like  chear- 
fulnefs,  good- nature,  and  a  defire  of  pleafingt 
health,  virtue  and  beauty  are  too  Ibongly  attached 
to  each  other  to  be  feparated  for  any  length  of 
time ;  they  are  the  fondeft  friends,  and  like 
other  friends,  by  their  amicable  collifions  mutually 
improve  each  other.  Health  adorns  the  counte- 
nance with  attraftive  fweetnefs,  virtue  animates 
every  feature,  beauty  gives  them  the  highell  linifli- 
ing,  and  all  unite  in  filling  the  eyes  with  enchant- 
ing and  irrefiftible  charms, 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  my  reader  without  ac- 
knowledging the  numerous  imp^rfeftions  of  this 
work  with  refpccl  to  method,  manner,  di6Uon, 
and  the  unavoidable  confcqucnces  of  an  invariable 
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adherence  to  brevity  and  concifenefs.  In  a  work 
of  this  furc,  it  would  rather  be  unreafonable  to 
cxpecl  the  prettinefs  of  points,  the  quaininefs  of 
antiihefes,  the  florid  lumefccnce  of  declamation,  or 
the  rotundity  of  elaborate  periods.  Ornari  res 
ipfa  negat.  The  author  can  only  plead  in  excufe 
that  he  wro*e  his  treatife  originally  in  Latin,  that 
fome  allowances  may  be  made  for  the  long  difufe 
of  his  vernacular  language*,  and  that  he  has  en- 
deavou  ed  to  the  utmolt  of  his  abilities  to  convey 
his  ideas  with   perfpicuity  and  precifion. 

When  this  book  was  firft  publifhed  in  Dublin, 
in  1764.  (fur  the  fecond  edition  piinted  in  that 
chy  was  not  by  fubfcription)  he  had  the  honour 
To  find  among  his  fubfcribers  tv/enty-fix  noblemen* 
eight  right  honourable  privy  counfellors,  an  arch- 
bilhop,  five  bifliops,  and^  befides  moft  of  the  phy- 
ficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  above  two  hun- 
dred gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  and  property  in 
that  kingdom. 

If  there  is  a  fingle  paffage  in  the  following 
llieets  that  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  miflead  the 
reader  or  contribute  to  the  detriment  of  any  one, 
he  would  be  the  firft  to  wifli  that  every  copy  was 
committed  to  the  flames :  nor  could  he  forgive 
himfelf  if  he  had  advanced  any  thing  on  the  cre- 
dit of   others  without  owning  his  own  ignorance 

of 
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of  the  fa6ls.  The  methods  of  cure  which  he  re- 
commends are  fiicii  as  have  received  the  fanaion 
of  a  very  extcnfive  and  frequent  experience  •,  not 
©nly  of  his  own  but  a  great  number  of  pra6liii- 
oners  who  have  purfued  the  fame  methods,  and 
of  the  fuccefs  of  which  they  have  given  him  the 
moft  favorable  and  pleafing  accounts.  To  experi- 
ence alone  he  appeals  for  their  rejeftion  or  adop- 
tion. 

After  all,  if  he  has  really  been  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  have  made  no  valuable  difcoveiies,  to  have 
Halted  no  hint  which  fome  happier  genius  may- 
improve,  to  have  added  nothing  of  confequence 
to  the  medical  treafury ;  to  be  of  no  future  fervice 
to  mankind  by  this  publication,  he  mufl;  confefs 
ihat  he  fhall  be  exceedingly  difappointed ;  will  take 
fhame  to  himfelf.  and  defire  to  fink  into  obfcurity 
and  deferved  contempt.  To  be  carefTed  by  the 
great,  elleemed  by  men  of  learning,  and  univerfally 
beloved  by  the  poor;  all  thefe  may  arife  from 
fond  partiality,  or  adfcititious  prejudice  ;  but  where 
there  is  no  intrinfic  merit,  are.  abfolutely  incapable 
of  refcuing  infignificatice  from  oblivion. 


PREFACE, 


P   R   E    F    A    C  E 


TO  THE 

FIFTH  EDITION 


OCTAVO. 

FROM  the  frequefit  and  repeated  folicitations  o£ 
his  friends  in  Birmingham  tocomprifetheenfuing 
work  in  a  pocket  volume,  the  author  has  been  induced 
to  prefent  the  pubhc  wicha  treatife,  which  has  been  hi- 
therto fold  for  a  guinea,  at  the  price  of  five  fhillings  ; 
norcan  he  thinkany  compliment  heis  capable  of  paying 
to  this  town,  fufficientlyexpreffive  of  thac  great  fenfibi- 
lity  with  which  his  heart  is  penetrated  for  their  very- 
extraordinary  and  indulgent  partiality  towards  him; 
He  hopes  the  exultation  is  no  ways  culpable,  that 
fprings  from  his  heart-felt  fatisfaaion,  that  none  have 
had  any  realon  to  repent  of  the  confidence  repofed 
in  hira. 
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He  has  not  the  lead  intention  cf  attempting  t9 
vindicate  any  thing  in  this  work.  Whatever  is  inde- 
fenfible  he  would  be  the  hi  ft  to  execrate  ;  but  i'  may, 
with  faTety,  be  aflerted,  that  the  prattitioner,  who 
makes  ufe  of  the  methods  recommended,  mull  be 
cxtrr.mely  unlortunate,  who  jfhould  be  always  un- 
fuccefsful. 

The  prefcriptions  were,  In  the  lafl;  edition,  firft 
printed  in  h!nglifli,  becaufe  one  Mr.  Dodd,  a  furgc- 
on,  whom  the  author  never  had  the  honour  of  fee- 
ing, w:.s  pleafed  to  publifh  a  tranflaiion  of  ihof:  in 
the  fecond  edition,  at  Cork,  in  the  year  1770,  and 
again  in  London,  in  1774.  This  gentleman  like 
Molly,  who  could  not  get  a  tune  out  of  her  mailer's 
fiddle,  though  (lie  was  fure  there  was  one  in  it)  had 
indeed  poflefTed  himfelf  of  mine,  but  was  in  difmal 
want  of  a  finger  to  play  oil  it.  Peace  to  his  remarks, 
reflexions,  and  manes. 

Ttiis  work  was  not  noticed  by  the  Monthly  Re- 
view, till  the  publication  of  the  fourth  edition.  See 
the  Monthly  Review,  for  April,  i775« 

That  the  med'cines  prefcribed  are  fome  of  the 
leene/l  edge  tools  of  phyfic,  muft  be  acknowledged  ; 
f(/r,  perhaps,  bufy,  minds  might  entertain  fome  fufpi- 
cions  of  the  fagacity  or  dexterity  of  that  workman, 
who  fhould  prefer  the  ufe  of  blunt  ones ;  and,  if  the 
old  adage  is  true,  fuch  a  one  ftands  the  worft  chance 
of  cutting  his  fingers. 

The 
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The  dry  vomit  cannot  deferve  the  unkind  terms  of 
rugged  and  furly  ;  for  the  only  teazing  or  vexatious  cir- 
cumftances  I  have  ever  known  to  attend  it,  is,  that  it 
fometimes  would  not  vomit  at  all ;  and,  in  cafes  where 
that  efleft  has  been  necelTary,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  double  the  dole,  even  in  delicate  habits,  before  it 
could  be  procured  ;  though,  ftrange  as  it  may  feera, 
the  quantity  of  either  of  the  ingredients  alone  would 
have  puked  pretty  fmartly. 

The  author  confeffes  his  temper  is  naturally  fan- 
guine.  and  that  he  may  fometimes  have  exprclfed 
himfelf  in  terms  rather  too  ftrong ;  but,  when  it  is 
confidered  that  he  relates  nothing,  which  his  eyes 
have  not  feen,  fome  allowances  fhould  be  made  for 
faid  ftrength  of  exprelTion.  He  would  efteem  that 
perfon  as  his  beft  and  deareft  friend,  who  points  out 
his  f  .uks.  Whether  he  is  right,  or  wrong,  in  his  fpe- 
culative  notions  appears  to  him  a  matter  of'equal  mo- 
ment with,  whether  a  goofe  ftands  on  her  right  or 
left  leg.  But,  whether  mankind  are  mifled  in  things 
relating  to  their  health,  is  an  affair  of  the  laft  im- 
portance, and  he  would  rather  perifli  than  offer  any 
thing  to  the  public,  which  could  be  the  leaft  decepti- 
ous  on  this  head. 

He  thought  himfelf  the  firfl;  perfon  who  ever  gave 
vomits  in  internal  haemorrhages,  till  a  gentleman, 
about  ten  years  after  the  publication  of  his  treatife, 
difpelltd  his  vanity  by  putting  into  his  hands  a  book, 
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wrote  by  old  Dr.  Robinron,  above  forty  years  ago, 
wherein  are  related  a  yaft  member  of  cafes,  in  which 
h  fiicceeded  by  vomits  only. 

It  may  not  be  am'fs   in  this  place,  to  make  fome 
remarks  on  that  prima  facie  abfiird  prefcription,  un- 
der the  article  Dyfentery,  of  paper  boiled  in  milk. 
"U'hen  it  was  firfl:  communicated  to  me,  by  an  an- 
cient Phyfician,  on  the  continent,  it  afforded  no  fmall 
employment  to  my  z)g'>matic  and  buccinator  muf- 
cles.    The  good  naturcd   old    gentleman,  without 
taking  any  offence  at  my  mirth,  only  obferved,  that 
I  might,  in  the  courfe  of  praQice,  meet  with  fome 
things  feemingly  as  ridiculous,  which  would  prove 
of  no  fmall  efficacy.    Many  years  paffcd  without 
the  leafl  thoughts  of  it,  till  being  called  to  a  gentle- 
man's fon,  about  nine  years  of  age.  previoufly  at- 
tended by  four  phyficians,  who  could  be  of  little  fer- 
vice,  becaufe  the  child  obftinately  refufed  to  take 
any  medicines.    Afhamed  to  mention  the  paper  dofe 
to  my  brethern,  I  afked  the  mother,  if  her  fon  was 
fond  of  milk  ;  fhe  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  the 
paper  was  boiled  in  it ;  and,  when  I  vifited  him  the 
next  morning,  he  was  perfectly  recovered     At  that 
time  I  felt  a  iimilar  fenfation  with  honeft  Triftram, 
when  he  reflefted  on  his  behaviour  to  the  poor  monk. 
Some  time  after,  a  lady  who  had  been  leized  with 
the  moft  dreadful  dyfentery  I  ever  faw,  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  taking  the  boiled  paper,  was  well. 

There 
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There  is  certainly  nothing  Co  common  as  to  impute 
efFefts  to  caufes,  by  no  mt'ans  adrquate  to  the  pro- 
ducljon  of  faid  effed-:.  '')f  this  crro?  the  author  has 
been  particularly  cau  iou^.  even  to  a  refined  ftTUfiu- 
lofity  ;  but.  where  the  effefl  has  Ceeteris  paribus,  in- 
variably followed,  he  thought  himlclf  iiuiiled,  for  the 
future  to  expecl  it. 

The  large  dofes  of  vo'atiies  and  narcotics  to  be 
met  with  in  thefe  pages,  may  rtartle  the  rcadi  r.  Iz 
is  to  be  feared  they  are  often  tr  fled  with  by  an 
inexcufable  timidity.  It  is  a  certain  fafct,  that  Imall 
dofes,  at  different  times,  have  often  no  good  efFctl, 
and  that  the  opportunity  offaving  our  patient,  which 
a  large  dofe,  at  firft,  might  have  efiected  is  irre- 
trievably loft.  An  extenfive  experience  has  con- 
vinced me,  that  many  lives  are  to  be  preferved  by  an 
happy  temerity. 

With  refped  to  the  colic,  or  any  other  painful  diC 
order,  the  bell  method  of  ufing  cle8ricity,  1  know 
of,  is,  firlt  to  drav/  a  few  I'parks  liom  tiie  af- 
fected place,  and  then  to  draw  the  pained  part 
into  the  electrical  circuit;  and,  immcdiaiely  af- 
ter, to  give  an»Jther  Ihuck,  at  right  angles,  to  the 
former. 

The  author  did  not  chufc  to  adopt  any  fyftema- 
lical  or  regular  arrangement  of  difcaies  ;  but  thofe 
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of  which  great  mukitudes  have  come  under  his  care, 
are  all  ircated  !ii  the  lubfequcnt  manner. 

A  drjiniiion  of  every  difeafe  is  firft  given,  fome- 
times  indeed  not  very  accurate,  but  popuUr  and  in- 
telligible; for  his  chief  aim  was  to  exprefs  himfelf 
iviih  as  much  plaiimefs  and  perfpicuity  as  the  nature 
of  things  would  admit  of. 

The  various  caufes,  by  which  it  may  be  occafioned, 
follow.  The  reader  will  here  meet  with  many  latent 
and  unfufpeded  ones,  and  fome  that  were  never 
obfervcd  bef)re,  yet  well  worth  his  ferious  and 
careful  attention. 

All  the  diagnojlics  are  fubjoined,  and  pathognomo- 
nic fymptoms,  without  which  it  cannot  exift  (to  pre- 
clude ail  poflibility  of  amiftake)  to  give  him  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  difference  of  diftempers, 
and  enable  him  to  treat  them  with  certainty  and 
precifion. 

The  invariable  prngno/lics  are  added  to  fatisfy  Jt 
natural  curiofiry  which  prompts  us  to  enquire 
whether  it  will  terminate  iii  health,  another  difeafe, 
or  death :  nor  is  the  leaft  regard  paid  to  any 
authors,  unlefs  we  have  feen  their  affertions  con- 
firmed bv  a  ferious  of  inftances  and  irrefragable 
experience. 
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The  cureh  the  next  and  moft  important  point  that 
comes  under  confideration,  including  the  regulation 
of  the  non  naturals,  particularly  the  dietetic  regi- 
men. According  to  the  plan  laid  down,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  err  in  this  cafe,  or  to  be  at  a  lofs  in  knowing 
whether  evacuations  are  necelFary,  and  which  are 
the  moft  eligible  For  inftance,  if  there  is  too  great 
a  quantity  of  vital  heat  accumulated,  and  that  accu- 
mulation be  univerfal,  a  vein  muft  be  opened  :  but  if 
it  exceeds  not  in  quantity,  or  the  accumulation  be 
only  partial,  as  in  hedics,  flow  fevers,  &c.  nothing 
can  exculpate  the  pradlitioner  for  propoling  that 
operation. 

Laftly,  a  variety  of  prefcriptions  are  given,  adapted 
to  the  various  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  and  Juch 
only  as  have  often  proved  fuccefsful.  To  thofe  which 
are  new  difcoveries  (it  is  to  be  hoped,  neither  unufe- 
ful  or  unimportant)  is  affixed  this  mark  ic^.  The 
fame  index  is  placed  to  every  recipe  that  had  always 
an  extraordinary  cffe6l  in  a  vaft  number  of  fimilar 
cafes,  and  to  fuch  as  never  once  difappointed  my 
expectations. 

My  attachment  (perhaps  too  violent)  to  formula  I 
readily  confcfs,  partly  owing  to  the  neceffity  of  writ- 
ing fome  Icoresover  night,  without  which  precaution 
it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  affift  the  numbers 
wh'j  applied  to  me  in  feveral  places  where  1  have 
been. 


In 
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In  what  manner  fhey  were  acquired  is  of  little  con- 
cernment to  the  reader  ;  Ibme  were  difcovered  by 
accident,  others  orii<inate  from  hints  received  from 
old  ph>ficidns,  ihough  by  far  the  greatefl  part  are 
the  refult  i>i  feveie  tludy  ;  the  utility  of  which  has 
been  confirmed  by  long  exienfive  and  painful  expe- 
rience. Such  as  they  are.  mankind  an-  welcome  to 
thrm.  as  I  have  no  other  objctt  in  view  but  their  be- 
nefit He  who  can  conceat"  that  which  would  be  of 
advantage  to  miihons  for  the  emolument  of  a  paltry 
individual,  is  a  dcf|)icable  wretch,  that  deferves  very 
ill  of  locieiy.  Si  quid  n ovilti  refclius  iftis;  Candidas 
impeiti,  fi  nonhis,  Uicre  lutcum.  Hor. 
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A  R  T  OF  H  E  A  L  1  N  G. 


FEVERS  in  General 

A FEVER  exiftswheri  the  motion  of  the  blood 
is  preternaturally  accelerated,  which  increafed 
motion  feems  to  be  caufed  by  an  effort  of  nature 
to  expel  fomething  out  of  the  body  which  ought 
not  to  be  retained  within  it :  but  this  effect  becomes 
a  primary  difeafe  from  the  incapacity  of  nature  to 
remove  it. 

By  nature  is  meant  that  power  by  which  thofe 
functions  arc  performed,  which  are  intirely  inde- 
pendent on  our  own  diredlion  or  confent ;  fuch,  for  in- 
Itance,  as  the  pulfation  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
the  fecretions,  &c.  Spontaneous  a<flions,  or  thofe 
which  are  chiefly  fo,  being  objefts  of  eligibility,  are 
therefore  by  phyficians  termed  non-nalurals. 

B  The 
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The  proximate  cauje  of  fevers  is  irritation  (which 
may  occafion  a  fpafmodic  alfeeiion  of  the  whole  ner- 
vous fyftem)  commonly  owing  to  an  obllriiaion  of 
infenfiblc  perfpiration  :  when  the  particles  of  this 
matter  are  thrown  back  into  the  circulation,  they  may 
ftagnate  in,  and  plug  up  the  extremiiies  of  the  ca- 
pillary arteries,  or  brin^  on  fpafmodic  conftrifctions 
of  them. 

An  irritation  may  alfo  be  owing  to  other  caufes, 
as  acrid  food  or  liquors,  afFe6tions  of  the  mind, 
hunger,  the  abforption  of  pus,  any  thing  acrimoni- 
ous coming  into  contaft  with  the  extremity  of  a 
nerve,  intenfe  fludy^,  agrypnia,  profufe  venery ;  pro- 
pulfion  of  the  blood  into  the  lymphatics,  which  is  then 
called  an  inflammation. 

The  diagnoflics.  Parching  heat,  intolerable  thirft, 
high  coloured  urine,  withour  fediment  ;  velocity, 
hardnefs  and  fulnefs  of  the  pulfe,  pain  in  the  head, 
fide,  back,  or  loins ;  a  dry  furred  tongue,  anxiety 
about  the  prascordia,  difficult  refpiration,  coma  vigil 
and  averfion  from  food. 

Fevers  generally  begin  with  a  previous  fenfation 
of  chillinefs,  fliivering,  or  intenfe  cold ;  lefs  or 
more,  longer  or  fhorter,  external  or  internal,  accord- 
ing to  the  variety  of  fubje6ts,  caufes,  or  fevers  them- 
felves. 

The  prognoflics.  Every  fever  terminates  in 
health,  another  dijeafe,  or  death. 


In 
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In  health,  when  the  morbific  matter  i§  fubjugated 
by  the  fever,  loofened,  remlered  movable,  and  at 
length  expelled  by  in'enfible  perfpiration,  Iweat,  fa- 
liva.  vomiting  urine,  or  diarrhoea ;  a  crifis  ufiially 
coming  on  within  fourteen  days. 

In  another  difeafe,  when  the  vefTels  are  injured  by 
too  violent  an  exagitation  ;  the  more  fluid  parts  dif- 
fipated,  the  reft  incraiTated,  and  the  critical  matter 
depofited  in  veffels  which  are  obftrufted,  dilated, 
or  ruptured  :  hence  arife  puftules,  red  fpots,  eryfi- 
pelas.  phlegmons,  buboes,  fciiirri,  exanthemata,  ab- 
fceffes,  gangrenes,  and  mortifications. 

In  death,  when  the  increafed  accumulation  of  the 
vital  heat  overcomes  -the  elafticity  of  the  mufcular 
fibre,  and  retains  the  heart  in  its  diaftole ;  or  when 
the  fluids  are  deftroyed  by  the  force  of  the  folids  : 
hence  arife  inflammations,  fuppurations,  gangrenes 
in  the  vital  vifcera,  and  aphthous  ulcers  in  the  primas 
vitae,  which  lalt,  though  feldom  noticed  or  fufpefted, 
appear  from  difTeftions  to  be  a  common  caufe  of 
death. 

The  airaiive  indications.  Thefe  direfl  to  the  cor- 
rection and  expulfion  of  the  aicrid  irritating  matter, 
with  unremitted  attention  to  the  vis  vitce,  that  it  may 
not  be  too  much  diminifhed  ;  while  the  motion  of 
the  blood  muft  be  reftrained  within  due  bounds,  and 
the  redundance  of  heat  expelled. 

As  to  regimen,  frefii  air  is  abfolutely  neceflary, 
which  may  be  admitted  by  the  door  or  windows,  as 
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often  and  as  long  as  may  be  thought  convenient : 
vinegar  fhould  be  frequently  thrown  on  a  red  hot 
iron  in  the  room  :  nor  would  it  be  a  trifling  meli- 
oration of  the  air  to  fct  pots  near  the  bed  with  fome  of 
the  aromatic  plants  growing  in  them,  fuch  as  laven- 
dar,  rue,  rofemary,  or  mint,  but  by  no  means  to  fuf- 
far  any  herbs  which  are  not  in  a  ftate  of  vegetation 
to  continue  in  the  fame  rooai  with  the  patient,  nor 
to  continue  in  the  room  after  fun-fet.  Clean  linen 
refreflies  and  may  fafely  be  allowed  every  day,  or 
every  other  day  at  fartheft.  Let  him  not  be  confined 
wholly  to  his  bed,  but  fit  up  every  day,  as  long  as 
he  can  without  fatigue. 

He  fliould  be  plied  plentifully  with  diluting  li- 
quids, lor  it  is  impoflible  that  he  fhould  drink,  too 
much  :  what  the  fluid  is,  is  not  very  material,  pro- 
vided it  be  taken  in  immenfe  quantities  ;  even  cold 
water,  if  required,  may  be  drank  with  fafety  and  ad- 
vantage. The  fubfequent  diluents  are  exceeding 
fuitable,  viz.  barley  water,  with  forty  drops  of  fpirit 
of  nitrous  aether  in  every  pint,  decoclion  of  harts- 
iiorn,  cyder  whey,  tea  prepared  from  balm,  fage, 
mint,  pennyroyal,  or  mother  of  thyme.  A  lemon 
fqueezed  into  a  pint  of  "water,  and  fweetened  to  the 
tafte  with  treacle,  is  of  confiderable  utility.  Three 
fpoonfuls  of  vinegar  in  a  pint  of  water,  fweetened 
with  honey,  is  another  very  proper  ptilan,  as  is  alfo 
vinegar  whey. 

When  nature  verges  towards  a  fecretion  ;  dia- 
phoretics, or  at  lealt  a  warmer  regimen  becomes 
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neceflary  to  help  on  cofcHon  a-nd  a  crifis  :  depuraton 
is  the  work  of  nature:  if  fhe  is  languid,  alii  t  her 
with  cardiacs,  aromatics,  and  volat.les  ;  then  blif- 
ters  ate  highly  proper  (cfpecially  to  the  corpulent)  to 
quicken  the  circulation,  diffolve  the  vifcid  and  too 
bulky  fanguineous  corpufcles,  and  to  forward  fecre- 
tion  through  the  miliary  glands. 

When  the  fever  is  fubjugated,  let  the  patient  take 
that  which  affords  the  finalleft  employment  for  the 
chylopoietic  organs,  with  antiputrefcents,  (alts  and 
acids:  Whatever  food  is  allowed  fhould  be  given  in 
fmall  quantities  and  often  repeated  ;  fpoon-meats, 
broth,  panada,  bread  pudding,  and  fuch  like.  It  is 
a  fortunate  circumftance  tha^  perfons,  while  a  fever 
continues,  feldom  feel  any  inclination  to  eat  ;  for  the 
chyle  cannot  then  be  properly  elaborated.  After 
tke  ravages  of  a  fever,  and  to  remove  that  diftrels- 
ing  languor  which  aiifes  from  too  profufe  evacua- 
tions, nothing  is  fo  proper  as  ft rong  broths  drank  as 
frequently  and  as  copioufly  as  the  itomach  will  bear. 
I  have  often  enjoined  the  iife  of  them,  though  the 
pulfe  continued  quick  and  ticking,  while  flulhings 
and  partial  heat  remained,  and  the  patients  weie 
thought  to  be  at  the  laft  gafp,  with  amazing 
fuccefs. 

If  a  vehement  craving  is  manlfeded  of  fomething 
particular  to  eat,  and  it  be  often  requefted — let  it  be 
what  it  will,  it  ought  not  to  be  refufed :  in  the  dec'ine 
of  fevers,  there  fcems  to  be  fomething  in  thefe  un- 
toward 
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toward  hankerings  of  nature  analogous  to  the  pica  in 
chlorotics,  whofe  eager  dcfire  of  chalk  and  tobacco- 
pipes  is  by  no  means,  as  fome  fuppofe,  the  caufe  of 
their  diforder,  but  the  predominant  acid  m  their 
llomach  (the  primary  diforder)  which  naturally  in- 
iligatcs  them  to  feed  on  fuch  things. 

The  cu7'c.  If  the  ftrengtb  of  the  patient  will  bear 
it,  ufe  venae-fe6lion. 

Cooling  clytlers  may  be  adminiftered  with  great 
propriety,  as, 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  two  drachms. 
Honey  of  rofes  one  ounce. 
Sweet  whey  feven  ounces. 

Make  it  a  clyfter.  It  will  be  found  no  inconfiderable 
auxiliary  (efpecially  for  children]  to  bathe  the  feet 
and  legs  with  warm  water  two  or  three  times  a 
day. 

The  following  mixture  may  be  drank  at  pleafure. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  half  an  ounce. 

Juice  of  lemons  fcven  ounces. 
Cochineal  two  drachms. 
Water  a  gallon. 
Sugar  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

Let  it  be  made  a  mixture. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  a  fever  the  fubfequent 
bolus  will  generally  anfwer  and  remove  it  in  a  few 
hours. 

Take 
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Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Caniphire  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Conferve  of  wormwood  half  a  drachm. 

Make  it  a  bolus  to  be  taken  at  night,  and  if  riecef- 
fary,  to  be  repeated  the  next  morning,  the  patient 
being  confined  to  his  bed  'till  the  fweat  goes  off. 

Any  fever  may  be  foon  extinguifhed  by  the  ufe 
of  the  following  powders. 

Take  of  Tartarifed  antimony  five  grains. 
White  fugar  (or  Nitre)  a  drachm. 

Let  them  be  well  rubbed  in  a  glafs  mortar,  and  be 
divided  into  fix  powders  :  one  to  be  taken  every 
three  hours,  notwithftanding  the  naufea,  the  firft  may 
poffibly  occafion.  If  they  bring  on  a  diarrhoea,  they 
fhould  be  ftill  continued,  and  it  will  foon  ceafe 
Ipontaneoufjy. 

If  thefe  are  taken  (which  is  mod  commonly  the 
cafe)  without  any  manifeft  inconvenience,  let  there 
be  feven  grains  in  the  next  fix  powders  ;  and  in  the 
next,  ten.  Here  I  beg  leave  to  retract  what  I  faid 
in  the  former  editions  of  this  work,  viz.  that  till  Cicji- 
nefs  and  vomiting  was  excited,  this  noble  medicine 
was  not  to  be  depended  on. — For  I  have  fince  feen 
many  inftances  wherein  a  paper  has  been  given  every 
three  hours  (of  which  there  have  been  ten  grains  in 
fix  powders)  without  the  lead  fenfible  operation,  ei- 
ther by  ficknefs,  ftool,  urine,  or  fweat,  and  though 
the  patients  had  been  unremittedly  delirious  for  more 

than 


(    8  ) 

than  a  week,  with  fubfukus  tcndinum  and  all  the 
appearances  of  haftening  death,  they  have  perfeftly 
recovered  with :>ur  any  other  medicinal  aid,  a  clyfter 
every  other  day  excepted.  I  have  lately  feen  a  great 
many  cafes  fimilar  to  the  above,  and  the  tartarifed 
antimony  has  invariably  produced  the  fame  effe6l:. 

As  many  regular  graduates  have  not  fcrupled  to 
order  the  ufe  of  Dr.  James's  powder,  if  there  is  any 
other  empirical  medicine  lefs  dangerous  and  more  ef- 
ficacious, it  cannot  furely  favor  of  impropriety  to 
mention  it  :  that  this  is  really  the  caf6,  I  dare  con- 
fidently aflert,  and  that  Dr.  Norris's  Drops  are  by  far 
the  bcfl  antimonial  ever  invented,  having  this  pecu- 
liar property  of  anfwering  every  end  of  an  antimo- 
nial, without  producing  a  naufea,  and  given  in  larger 
dofesthan  the  inventor  recommends,  feldom,  if  ever, 
fail  of  extinguifliing  fevers,  peflimi  moris,  and  in 
their  laft  flages,  viz.  one  large  fpoonful  every  hour. 
The  fame  quantity  every  three  hours,  in  general,  is 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  moft  fanguine  expeftation. 
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ARDENT  FEVER. 

AN  ardent  fever  is  attended  with  a  preternatural 
and  univerfal  heat :  if  it  is  continual  and  ter- 
minstesin  twenty-four  hours,  it  is  called  Ephemera; 
if  it  fliould  lall:  longer,  it  is  termed  Caufus  or 
Svnochus. 

The  putrid  Synochu.s  or  malignant  fever  has  for 
its  concomitants  a  burning  heat,  vehement  thirft,  aver- 
fion  from  food,  intolerable  anxiety/  a  dry  furred 
tongue,  unnatural  refpiration.  relilefs  nights,  and  a 
crude,  thick,  or  red  urint-  without  fcdiment. 

The  caiife,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  is  irrita- 
tion. If  that;  which  ought  to  be  expelled  from  the 
body  is  retained,  within  it,  a  confequential  putrefac- 
tion enfues,  from  whence  the  putrid  fynochus  and 
other  putrid  difeafcs. 

The  diagnojlics^  or  pathognomonic  f\'mytoms  are 
intolerable  thirfc,  prodigious  heat  over  the  whole  bo- 
dy, the  tongue  dry,  rough,  yellow,  or  black  :  coarc- 
tation of  the  lungs,  cpniequently  difficult  and  labori- 
ous refpiration,  quicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  the  pulfe  ; 

jam  III  the  head,  flame-coloured  urine,  coIUvcnefs, 

nxiety  about  the  praccordia,  agrypnia. 
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The  ■pj'ognojlics.  It  is  mofl;  commonly  mortal  on 
the  third  or  fourth  day,  or  refolved  by  an  hae- 
morrhage. 

The  face  red  and  clammy  ;  the  urine  thin,  fmall 
in  quantity,  black  or  bloody ;  a  parotis  not  fuppu- 
rating,  fpafmodic  conllriftions  of  the  bronchia,  all 
forebode  great  danger. 

But  if  the  patient  fnatches,  fumbles  with  his  fin- 
gers, gathers  up  the  bed  clothes,  feems  to  piclcftraws, 
drops  involuntary  tears ;  If  purple  or  iivid  fpots  ap- 
pear, if  the  hypochcndres  are  inflated,  the  extremi- 
ties cold,  with  catchings  of  the  breath,,  infenfibility, 

cold  fvveats.  hiccoughs,  rattling  in  the  throat.  Any 

of  thefe  are  deleterious  fymptoms,  and  moft  of  them 
generally  quick  forerunners  of  the  laft  cataftrophe. 

The  cure.  Afiift  nature  in  her  efforts  to  expel  the 
morbific  matter  in  the  fame  method  whereby  flic  at- 
tempts to  do  it,  whether  by  hccmorrhage,  vomiting, 

fweat,  or  urine.  Give  great  quantities  of  diluting 

liquids.    Draw  off  blood  [rom  a  large  orif.  e  a.s  foon 
as  poffible,  and  repeat  the  operation  according  to  the 
■indication  of  fymptoms,  though  after  the  third  day 
phlebotomy  cannot  be  ufed  with  propriety. 

If  the  vital  ftrength  has  been  indifcrectly  reduced 
by  too  frequent  vensefeftions  ;  on  recovery,  give 
cardiacs,  volatiles,  and  ftrong  broths. 

When  the  fever  remits,  give  the  peruvian  bark. 
The  medicines  which  have  been  found  fuccefsful  in 

the 
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the  cure  of  ardent  fevers  are  to  be  met  with  below  : 
either  of  which  formulas  may  be  adopted  according 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  praftitioner,  or  the  tar- 
tarifed  antimonial  powders  recommended  under  the 
article. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  two  drachms. 

Compound  powder,  of contrayerva. 
Calcined  antimony,  of  each  one  drachm. 

Make  into  fix  powders.  One  to  be  taken  every 
three  (or  two)  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Prepared  kali. 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg, 

Juice  of  lemons  of  each  two  drachms. 
A  draught  to  be  taken  every  third  hour.  Or, 

Take  of  Acetated  kali,  Haifa  drachm. 
Pure  nitre  fifteen  grains. 
Pure  water  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg  two  drachms. 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia  twenty-five  drops, 

A  draught  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Calcined  antimony. 

Aromatic  confedion,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Camphire  ten  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel  enough  to  make  a  bolus,  to 
be  fwallowed  every  eighth  or  fixth  hour. 

The  ufe  of  cardiaci'xs  not  to  be  difpenfed  with  even 
in  diforders  arifing  from  a  plethora  ;  for  if  nature  is 
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not  kindly  fupportcd,  flie  cannot  free  herfelf  from 
fuch  diforders;  add  to  which,  the  languour  ariilng 
from  necefTary  evacuations,  is  fometimes  fatal  for 
want  of  proper  Ilrengchners  and  nutritious  refto- 
ratives. 


INTERMITTING  FEVER. 

AN  Intermitting  Fever  (or  Ague)  is  one  that 
returns  after  the  patient  is  wholly  free  from 
it  for  one,  two,  or  more  days,  with  frefli  and  increafed 
exacerbation. 

The  caujes.  A  vifcidity  of  the  arterial  fluid,  oc- 
cafioning  a  quicker  and  ftronger  contraftion  of  the 
heart ;  an  obftrufclion,  or  unequal  diftributipn  of  the 
vital  heat ;  a  predominant  acid  in  the  primas  viae  ;  fo 
that  the  caufe  feems  father  to  originate  in  the  nervous 
influence,  for  the  bark  will  profligate  this  diforder, 
and  the  fame  drug  is  equally  efficacious  in  the  remo- 
val of  hylleric  paffions. 

The  diagnojlics.  An  ofcitancy,  fenfation  of  lafTi- 
tude,  rigour,  quaking,  palenefs  of  the  extremities, 
difficult  refpiration,  anxietv  about  the  praecordia, 
naufea,  vomiting,  pain  in  the  back,  loins,  and  limbs, 
the  pulfe  quick  and  Imall,  the  urine  ihin  and  crude, 
then  follow  heat,  flufliings,  rcdncfs,  ftrong  pulfe,  in- 
cenfe  thirft-,  violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  the  urine 

red 
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red  as  in  a  coniln-ial  fever  ;  afterwards  the  patient 
falls  into  a  profiife  fweat,  the  fvmptoms  remit,  the 
urine  grows  thick,  with  a  fediment  like  brick-du(t; 
Ueep  and  debility  fuccetd. 

The  pro^nojlics.  Sometimes  it  changes  its  type, 
and  is  converted  to  a  dangerous  continual  fever, 
but  this  is  peculiar  to  plethoric  habits.  Someiimes 
it  terminates  (in  cachectic  habits,  or  if  not  treated 
fcieniincally)  in  a  dropfy,  jaundice,  phthifis,  or 
fcirrous  tumours  of  the  abdomen ;  though  thele  dif- 
orders  may  with  more  prcpriety  be  imputed  to  bleeding, 
than  be  numbered  among  the  natural  confequences 
of  interraiitents.  If  properly  managed,  it  is  to  be 
fubjugated  \vith  great  facility. 

The  cure.  If  plethoric,  which  is  very  rarely  the 
cafe,  bleed.  If  there  is  much  naufea,  furrinefs  of 
the  tongue,  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  or  frequent 
retchings,  give  a  puke  immediately.  The  following 
repeated  every  morning,  will  be  alone  fufficient  to 
remove  any  intermittent. 

Take  of  Blue  vicrlol, 

Aadmony  tartarifed,  of  each  eight  grains. 

Make  into  three  powders.  Let  one  be  taken  early 
in  the  morning,  fading,  in  a  large  fpoon  about  half 
full  ot  water  :  let  the  patient  ftrain,  Out  drink  nothing 
with  it  till  he  eje6ts  fome  yellow  or  porraceous  mat- 
ter ;  if  his  ficknefsdoth  not  then  go.  off  of  itlell  hulf 
a  glafs  of  brandy  fliould  be  taken  ;  if  that  fliou!d 

come 
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come  up  immediately,  the  repeliuon  of  it  will  fettle 
his  ftomach,  and  he  may  then  go  about  his  ufual  bu- 
finefs. 

If  this  method  fliould  be  objeftcd  to,  the  bark' 
may  be  adminiftered  as  follows,  with  certainty  of 
fuccefs. 

Take  of  Red  Peruvian  bark,  twofcruples. 
Crude  fait  ammo«iac,  five  grains, 
Syiup  of  orange  peel,  as  much  as  will  make  it 
into  a  bolus. 

To  be  taken  every  third  hour,  during  the  abfence 
of  the  paroxyfm,  wafhing  it  down  with  a  glafs  of  port 
wine,  or  (which  is  a  very  elegant  method  of  dif- 
penfing  it.) 

Take  of  Red  bark,  one  ounce, 

Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 
Oil  of  faffafras,  one  drachm. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  as  much  as  will  make  it 
into  an  clcftuary. 

The  fize  of  a  walnut  to  b^  taken  three  or  four  times 
a  day,  during  the  apyrexy. 

If  the  patient  fufFers  under  great  debility,  a  cha- 
lybeate ought  to  be  joined  with  the  bark,  as, 

Take  of  Red  bark  an  ounce. 

Green  vitriol,  a  drachm  and  a  half. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  to  make  it  an 
eleftuary. 

Dofe,  the  quantity  of  a  nutmeg,  three  or  four  times 
SI  day,  in  the  time  of  intermiflion. 

Should 
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Should  the  bark  be  importunately  objefted  to,  cU 
ther  of  the  following  formulae  will  be  found  to  anfwer 
expedation  :  the  firft  is  moft  proper  for  them  whofe 
hot  fits  are  the  longeft. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  drachms. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
Water  of  ammonia,  half  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  this  mixture,  let  three  large  fpoonfulls  be  taken 
every  three  hours,  with  a  draught  of  chamomile 
tea.  or. 

Take  of  Elecampane  root, 

Fiowers  of  fulphur,  of  each  an  ounce, 
Galangal  root,  half  an  ounce. 
Burned  cotton,  two  drachms. 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  to  make  aa 
eleftuafy. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  thrice  a  day. 

As  auxiliaries  to  expedite  the  cure,  a  tea  fpoonful 
of  one  of  the  following  bottles  of  drops  may  be  given 
with  either  of  the  above  piedicines,  twice  or  thrice 
a  day. 

Take  of  Kali  water,  fix  drachms. 

Water  of  ammonia,  two  drachms. 

Make  into  drops.  Or, 

Take  of  Compound  tinfture  of  gentian,  fix  dramciis. 
Diluted    vitriolic  acid,   two   drachms,    as  be- 
fore. Or, 

Tinfture  of  Snake.root,  an  ounce. 

N.  B. 
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N,  B.  The  flowers  of  fulphur  (in  coflive  habits) 
given  ill  large  quantities,  as  a  meat-lpoonful  two  of 
three  limes  a  day,  will  remove  any  ague. 
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A    Pieurify  is  an  inflarnmation  of  the  membrane 
that  lines  the  ribs,  or  of  the  intercoftal  mufcles; 
the  firfi  is  called  the  true,  the  latter,  the  fpuriom,  or 
baftard  pieurify. 

It  attacks  all  parts  of  the  pleura,  and  fometimes 
the  modiaitinum.  1l  rarely,  if  ever,  invades  chil- 
dren, or  thofe  who  have  a  predominant  acid  in  tlieir 
lomachs.  If  owing  to  another  difeafe,  it  is  called 
lymptomatic  ;  otherwife  idiopathic. 

The  caufe,  is  that  which  determines  matter  to  the 
)lcura  j  or  a  meiaQafis  of  matter  from  other  difor- 
dcrs,  or  that  of  ulcerous  tumours,  abforbed  by  the 
veins  ;  or  whatever  is  ihe  caule  of  an  inilammation  ; 
as,  c  xpohng  the  naked  body  to  the  cold  air  after  ex- 
ercife  ;  drinking  cold  water  when  hot,  a  blow,  a  fall, 
a  contufion  ;  negleft  of  ufual  exearcife,  or  cuftomary 
evacuations ;  carrying  a  weight  difproportionate  to 
the  ilrength  ;  inflammatory  difpofition  of  the  blood  i 
a  plethoi'a. 

The  diagnojlics.  An  acute  continual  fever,  a  hard 
'licking,  ferrine  pulfe;  a  .violent,  fixed  pungitive 

pain 
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pain  in  the  fide,  greatly  exacerbated  in  inrpiration  : 
on  holding  the  breath,  or  in  expiratibn,  the  pain  is 
milder;  a  cough  ainiod  inceffant ;  a  dry  furred  tongue  ; 
the  refpiration  fmall,  frequent,  and  operofe  ;  great 
anxiety  about  the  prsecordia  ;  perpetual  moaning, 
reftlelTnefs,  agripnia. 

The  prognojlics.  If  an  hasmoptoe  fupervenes  with- 
in three  days,  it  is  a  fign  that  the  difeafe  will  not  be 
of  long  continuance ;  if  later,  it  will  be  the  more 
tedious  ;  if  afpitting  doth  not  come  on  within  four- 
teen days,  the  confequence  will  be  an  empyema  and 
tabes.  If  it  appears  mild  on  the  fifth  day,  and  is 
aggravated  on  the  feventh,  it  generally  proves  mor- 
tal. The  fifth  day  is  often  the  laft.  If  the  expuition 
be  of  a  dark,  brown  colour,  tough  and  excreted  with 
difficulty,  this,  for  obvious  reafons,  is  a  deadly  fymp- 
tom.  The  prognofis  depends  much  on  the  refpirati- 
on :  if  that  is  very  anhelous.  and  the  patient  be  re-^ 
ally  peripneumonic,  though  he  feems  hearty,  fpeaks 
ftrong,  andi  is  in  his  perfeft  fenfes,  yet  in  a  few 
hours  the  /hears  of  Atropos  will  perform  their  of- 
fice. If  a  whitifli  vifcous  buff  fliould  appear  on  the 
furface  of  the  drawn  blood,  or  if  it  be  a  relapfe,  the 
cafe  is  dangerous. 

If  a  white  light  fpitting  is  thrown  off,  and  the  fever 
is  not  very  high,  the  heat  equally  diflributed  through- 
out the  whole  body,  the  thirfl  not  very  intenfe,  the 
expuition  performed  with  facility,  the  fpirits  not  funk, 

D  the 
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tlie  dozes  eafy,  and  finifli  without  ftarting  :  thcfc  arc 
all  good  figns,  and  where  they  appear,  the  cure  is 
not  difficult. 

The  curt.  Begin  with  venae-fedion  from  a  large 
orifice,  to  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion,  but  not 
after  the  difappearance  of  the  white  cruft.  Give 
plentifully,  and  as  often  as  poffible,  of  diluting  li- 
quids, blood  warm,  partfculariy  Rhenifh-wine-whey, 
or  any  of  thofe  recommended  under  the  article. 
Fevers  in  general. 

The  tartarized  antimony  powders,  under  the  article 
Fevers  in  general,  are  not  to  be  omitted.  In  the  in- 
terim, viz.  two  hours  after  each  powder,  i.  e.  every 
four  hours,  let  one  of  the  following  draughts  be  given. 

Take  of  Sperma  ceti  (diffolved  in  a  little  of  the  yolk  of  an 
egg)  half  a  drachm,  . 
Pure  nitre,  a  fcruple. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup,  two  drachms. 
Water  of  ammonia,  thirty  drops.  Or, 

Take  of  Acetated  kali,  half  a  drachm. 
Pure  nitre,  a  fcruple. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Syrup  of  marfti-mallows,  two  drachms, 

Jf  the  form  of  a  bolus  is  more  agreeable, 

Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Olibanum,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Camphire,  ten  grains, 
Salfam  of  Peru,  ten  drops. 

Oil 
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Oil  of  juniper,  five  drops. 
Syrup  of  marfli-maUovvs,  enough  to  make  ihep 
into  a  bolus.  Or, 

Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Rattlc-fnakv.'  root,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Opiate  confeftion,  enough  to  make  a  bolus. 

To  facilitate  expuition.  and  appeafe  the  cougb,  let 
one  of  the  fubfequent  aaxiliaries  be  ufed,  viz. 
Twenty  drops  of  balfam  of  copiava  on  fugar,  twice 
or  thrice  a  day  ;  which  has  no  heating  quality,  as 
fome  fuppofe,  but  on  the  contrary,  lowers  the  pulfe  : 
I  have  feen  admirable  effects  from  it.  Or,  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  volatile  liquor  of  hartfhorn^d?  /e,  which 
is  an  excellent  attenuant.  Or,  a  tea-fpoonful  of  fpirit 
of  nitrous  aether,  either  of  thefe  to  be  ufed  two  Qr 
three  times  a  day.  This  lin6ius  may  be  allowed  at 
pleafure,  to  abate  the  violence  of  the  cough. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  rofes,  half  an  ounce. 
Juice  of  Seville  oranges. 
Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 
Syrup  of  white  poppies,  two  ounces. 

Make  it  a  linclus. 

As  topical  applications  are  extremely  necefTary  to 
remove  the  pain,  and  difcufs  the  infpiffated  fluids,  the 
reader  is  here  prefented  with  various  forms  which 
have  proved  efficacious,  though  perhaps  a  veficacory 
on  the  part  pained,  is  as  eligible  as  any  of  them. 

Take  of  Water  of  ammonia. 

Oil  of  Olives,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

D  2  Make 
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Make  it  a  liniment,  with  wliich  the  afFecled  fide 
fliould  be  often  bathed.  Or, 

Take  of  Linfeed  oil;  an  ounce, 

Camphire,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  annifeed,  a  drachm. 

Make  it  a  liniment.  Or  apply  the  fimple  plaifter,  or 
the  cummin  cataplafm.  Or, 

Take  of  Fcenugreek,x 

Cummin  feeds,  of  each  an  ounce  and  half, 
Linfeed  meal,  an  ounce. 
Honey,  two  ounces. 

Oil  of  olives,  enough  to  make  it  a  poultice.  Or, 

Take  of  Ointment  of  marfh-ma'lows. 
Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Let  it  be  made  a  liniment,  laying  on  a  flannel  after 
ufmgit.    Or  cupping,  with  Icarification. 


QUINSY* 
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CL    V     I     N     S  Y. 

AOuinfy,  or  Angina,  is  an  inflammatory  fever, 
-  owing  to  a  defluction  upon,  or  fome  injury 
done  to  the  thorax,  fauces,  or  lungs,  which  occafions 
a  difficulty  of  deglutition  and  respiration. 

It  fometimes  appears  widiout  any  fign  of  a  tumour, 
external  or  internal,  and  is  then  owing  to  fpafmodic 
conftriciion,  and  requires  the  fame  treatment  with  the 
fuffocating  catarrh.  1  hac  which  is  the  objeft  of  pre- 
fent  confideration  is,  when  there  is  a  real  tumor  in 
fome  part  of  the  organs  of  the  fauces,  tonfils,  or  cir- 
cumjacent mufcles. 

It  is  ufually  divided  into  four  fpecies,  viz.  Cy- 
nanche,  when  the  internal  mufcles  of  the  larynx  are 
affefted  without  an  apparent  tumor;  Paracynanche, 
"when  the  external  mufcles  of  the  larynx  are  affeSed 
without  an  apparent  tumor  ;  Synanche,  when 
there  is  an  internal  tumor  impeding  refpiration  ;  Pa- 
rafynanche,  when  the  external  mufcles  of  the  fauces 
are  inflamed,  with  a  tumor  ;  there  are  affo  other  fpe- 
cies of  it,  fuch  as  the  watery,  fchirrous  fuppuratory, 
gangrenous  and  convulfive,  as  well  as  inflammatory 
Angina. 

The  caufe.    Stagnation  of  a  vitiated  fluid  in  the 

veffels,  from  whence  arifes  a  compreflion  of  the  muf- 
cles 
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cles,  as  nmfc  be  ihe  cafe  in  all  inOamniations.  The 
obilrucliun  of  infenllble  perfpiraiion  may  occafion 
this. 

The  diagnoflics.  Difficuhy  of  fwallowing,  labori- 
ous relpiraiion,  rigidiiy  of  ihe  neck,  pricking  pains 
abdut  the  cheeks,  danger  of  fulfocation,  a  violent 
fever,  fomecimes  with  and  fomeiimes  without  a 
tumor. 

The  prognofiics.  If  no  fwelling  appears,  it  is  dan- 
gerous. If  the  tumor  is  large  and  refpiration  very 
operofe,  prefent  help  muft  be  afforded  ;  for  if  the  pa- 
tient is  notfoon  reHeved,  fuffocation  will  enfuc. 

The  cure.  The  regimen  mull  be  the  fame  as  in 
ardent  or  other  inflammatory  fevers ;  for  we  treat  not 
under  this  head  of  the  pitutious  Angina.  Let  blood 
be  drawn  from  the  arm,  the  jugular,  or  the  fublingu- 
als,  according  to  the  (Irengih  of  the  patient.  The 
part  affe6led  may  be  touched  with' the' honey  of  rofes, 
rendered  acid  with  vitriolic  acid.  A  lump  of  fugar 
foiked  1:1  camphorated  fpiritof  wine  may  be  fuffered 
to  diiTolve  'flowly  in  the  mOuth.  Ufe  appropriate 
gargarifms,  linftus  ;  warm  cataplafms,  for  warmth 
mollifies  and  difcuffes  ;  vcfrcatories,  clyfters,  lenient 
cathariiics,  and  if  nothing  elfe  will  avail,  bronchotomy, 
which  may  be  performed  w'ith  the  utmoft  fafety  ; 
were  it  otherwife,  fuch  cafes  as  thefe  would  warrant 
the  moft  hazardous  enterprize  that  could  afford  the 
leafl:  gleam  of  hope. 

lihaH 
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I  fiiAll  nojv  offer  fonie  medicines  to  the  choice  of 
the  prattitioncr,  the  u(e  of  which  has  been  attended 
with  fuccef-i.  Seven  drops  of  oil  of  amber  on  a 
lump  of  fugar  to  be  kept  in  the  mouth  without  mov- 
ing till  dilfolved  :  this  has  often  produced  an  amazing 
ellecl, 

Take  of  Long  pepper,  an  ounce, 
Winters's  bark, 
Cloves,  of  each  half  an  Ounce. 

BoW  in  a  pint  of  new  milk,  and  let  the  vapour  be  re- 
ceived into  the  mouth  through  an"  inverted  funnel. 

Ta!\C  of  Barley-water  half  a  pint, 
Roie-vC'ater,  an  ounce. 
Honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces. 
Pure  nitre,  half  an  ounce. 

For  a  gargle  to  be  held  in  the  mouth  till  it  grovv.5 
warm,  and  then  to  be  fpic  out;  to  be  ufed  every  three 
hours. 

Take  of  fimple  plainer,  enough,  to  bp  fpread  on  a 
piece  of  foft  leather,  that  may  reach  from  ear  to 
ear. 

Take  of  Pure  water  four  ounces. 
Honey,  two  ounces, 

Spiripof  wine,  camphorated,  half  an  ounce. 
Spirit  of  fcurvy-grafs,  two  drachms. 
Water  of  ammonia,  a  drachm  and  half^ 

For  a  gargle  to  be  ufed  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Florentine  iris  root,  an  cui^cc. 
Flowers  of  fulphur. 

Long 
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Long  pepper,  of  each  a  drachm  and  half. 
Oil  of  vvorinwood,  a  drachm, 
Rcftified  fpirit,  enough  to  make  a  cataplafm, 
to  be  applied  warm. 

The  following  though  a  flovenly,  is  an  anlient  and 
truly  ufefal  cataplafm. 

Take  of  Leaves  of  marfli-mallows. 

Leaves  of  m^Iiows,  of  each  four  handfuls. 
Poppy  heads,  one  handful/  boil  in  fufhcient  new 
milk,  for  half  an  hour. 

Then  add  two  fwallows-nefts,  make  a  poultice,  with 
which  let  the  whole  neck  be  wrapped  round. 

Give  the  tartarized  antimony  powders.  See 
fevers  in  general.  Or, 

Take  of  Prepared  kali. 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a  fcruple. 

Cochineal,  five  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia,  twenty-five  drops, 

A  draught  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Acetated  kali. 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Volatile  lalt  of  hartfliorn,  feven  grains. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  drachms. 
Sugar,  as  much  as  will  make  it  palatable,  for  a 
draught,  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

.  Twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  either  of  the  fubfequent, 
may  be  ufed  as  auxiliaries,  three  or  four  times  a 
day : 

Spirit 
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Spirit  of  vitriolic  ae'her. 
Spirit  of  nitrous  aether. 
Volatile  liquor  of  hartfliorn. 

P  E  R  I  P  N  E  U  M  O  N  Y. 

A True  Peripneumon7  is  an  inflammation  of  the 
lungs;  the  parts  afFefted  are  the  bronchial  or 
pulmonic  arteries,  or  the  lateral  lymphatics  ;  the  blood- 
being  either  obftruQed  in  the  former,  or  propelled  in- 
to the  latter. 

■  The  cavfe.  Any  thing  that  is  the  caufe  of  an  in- 
flammation, which  has  been  already  afligned  under 
the  articles  Fevers  in  general  and  Pleurify. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  fmall,  fometimes  foft,  always 
unequal,  undulatory  and  frequently  dicrotic  pulfe ; 
fwelling  of  the  eyes  and  cheeks  ;  a  little,  frequent,  and 
fomewhat  tufficulous  refpiration  ;  rednefs  of  the  face, 
delirium. 

The  prognojlics.  It  terminates  like  all  other  in- 
flammations, in  health,  another  difeafe,  or  death. 

In  heallh,  if  a  plentiful  yellow  fpitting  comes  on  j 
or  even  if  the  expuition  be  fanguineous  if  the  ref- 
piration begins  to  be  performed  with  greater  faci- 
lity. 

In  another  difeafe  (as  a  vomica  or  abfcefs)  if  the 
ijiflammatory  matter  cannot  be  rcfolved  within  four- 

E  '  '  teen 
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teen  days,  as  may  be  known  by  the  rcfTation  of  pain, 
while  the  dylpnoea  remains,  the  checks  and  l>ps 
reddening  wiih  a  fofc,  weak,  and  undulat(.r)  pul'e. 

Jn  dtath,  it  both  lobes  of  the  lungs  arc  afi'ecled  at 
the  lame  t.me  ;  if  a  coma  fomnolentum  luper\  enes, 
a  proftration  of  the  vis  vi  ae.  with  grievous  deprrfTion 
of  the  Ipirits  ;  frequent  ihedding  of  teais,  c.  mplaint 
of  heat  in  the  iliroat,  coidnels  of  the  extremities, 
unabating  delirium. 

The  cure  is  various,  according  to  the  different  ftate 
of  the  difeafe  and  iymptoms.  Keft  of  body,  and  a 
little  diflipation  of  mind,  are  high'y  requiuie  ;  as  al- 
fo  are  baths,  vapours  oly  (lers.  miid  cathdi  tics  ;  me- 
dicines, fuch  as  in  pleurify,  with  wiiich  in  e\eiy  lef- 
peft,  the  treatment  fhould  be  nearly  fiaiilar,  piilebo- 
tomy  excepted,  which  mull  be  ulcd  fpanngly,  and 
with  the  utmol\  caution.  Boil  elder  flowers,  maliow 
leaves,  and  flax-feed,  in  milk,  and  let  the  vapour 
be  received  into  the  fauces  by  means  of  a  fun- 
nel. 

When  the  matter  is  refoWed  and  abforbed  bv  the 
refluent  blood,  great  care  mull  be  exhihued.  that  it 
doth  not  fettle  on  fome  noble  pait ;  for  which  purp.  fe 
give  atienuants.  refolvents,  demulcents,  diluents,  ab- 
forbents  d  aphor'^tics,  diuretics,  or  cathartics,  pvr- 
fuing  that  me'hod  of  expulfion  which  is  pointed  out 
by  nature.   I  fliall  now,  according  to  cullom,  propofe 

fome 
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fome  remedies,  the  efficacy  of  which  has  been  often 
experienced. 

For  cdminon  drink,  let  the  compound  decoftion 
of  ba;iey  be  given,  or  the  next, 

Take  of  Bariey  decoftion  a  pint. 

Simp  e  oxvmel,  Uvo  ounces. 
Pure  nitre,  half  a  drachm. 

The  bread  fliould  be  often  bathed  with  the  follow- 
ing einbrociti  ;n.  three  or  four  times  a  day  at  lead  ; 
I  have  feen  marvellous  advantage  from  it : 

Take  of  Tindlure  of  opium. 

Vinegar  ol  each  an  ounce. 

Make  a  fotus,  to  be  ufed  cold. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Copaiva,  an  ounce. 

Let  ten  drops  be  taken  on  fugar,  three  or  four  times 
a  day  ;  whatever  elfe  is  given,  this  is  not  to  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  A  linftus  may  be  ufed  at  plealure, 
as, 

Take  of  Conferve  of  hips,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  fweet  almonds,  an  ounce, 
Toiu  fyrup,  two  ounces. 

Take  of  Sperraa  ceti  (difToIved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg) 
a  fcruple. 

Pure  nitre,  ten  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Toiu  fyrup,  a  drachm, 

Compound   fpirit  of  ammonia,  twenty-five 
drops. 

E  2  Make 
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Make  a  draught  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Compound  powdT  ofcontiayerva,  afcrupie, 
Snake-rcjO',  fcven  grains, 
Camphire  four  grains, 
Oil  of  anileed,  tlirce  drops, 
Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  a  bolus. 

To  be  repeated  every  Fourth  hour,  waHiing  it  down 
with  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixtiiie  : 

Take  of  Acetatcd  kali,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Pure  nitre,  a  drachm. 
Leaves  of  fcordium,  half  a  drachm. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Tolu  fyrup,  two  drachms.  Or, 

Take  of  Acetated  kali,  half  a  drachm. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 
Cochineal,  five  grains. 
Pure  water,  aa  ounce  and  half. 
Tola  fyrup,  a  drachm. 

Make  a  draught  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour. 


P  H  R  E  N  I  T  I  S. 
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P    H    R    E    N    I    T    I  S. 

APhrenitis  is  an  inflammatory  fever,  attended 
with  a  conftant  and  fierce  delirium. 

The  caufe.  An  inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  its 
meninges,  or  of  the  fcptum  tranfverfum.  If  ft  arifes 
from  a  primary  affection  of  the  brain,  it  is  calltd 
idiopathic  ;  if  the  brain  is  fecondarily  affecled,  fymp- 
toraatic. 

The  diagnojlics.  The  abfurd  behaviour  of  the  pa- 
tient;  incoherent,  wild,  or  unmeaning  difcourfe; 
rednefs,  rolling,  and  glaring  of  the  eyes  ;  throbbing, 
and  an  unduiatory  motion  of  the  temporal  artery, 
coma  vigil,  with  an  acute  continual  fever. 

The progno/lics.  The  true  phrenitis  is  generally 
mortal  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  feventh  day  at  farthefl. 
If  it  doth  not  exacerbate  on  thofe  days,  it  will  ter- 
minate in  a  lethargy,  or  incurable  mania.  In  old 
men,  or  originating  from  an  inflammation  of  the 
ilium,  or  lungs,  it  is  mortal.  White  ftools.  or  white 
urine,  arc  the  harbingers  of  death.  /Eruginous  vo- 
miting, fpitting  at  the  bye-ftanders,  gnafhing  or 
grinding  of  the  teeth,  or  fnatchingof  the  bed  clothes, 
are  the  fore  runners  of  a  diPfolution.  If  accompanied 

with 
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with  laughter,  if  a  genile  floep  fiipervencs,  or 
the  delirium  abates  at  times,  a  recovery  may  be 
expefcled. 

The  acre.  It  is  to  be  taken  from  an  inflammation, 
in  general.  Open  the  jugular  vein,  or  (whicn  is  prc- 
fevab\e\  the  temporal  artery.  Give  antiphloj^idic 
eccoproticlcs,  as  tamarinds,  falts.  &c  dtluiing  nitrous 
draughts,  clyllers  two  or  three  times  a  day,  apply 
emollient  fomentations  to  the  anus ;  if  ii  fwells.  walh 
with  rectified  fpirits  of  wine  A  foius  fhould 
be  frequently  ufed  to  bathe  the  whole  head  with, 
as, 

Take  of  Camphorated  fpirit. 

Compound  tinftuie  of  lavender. 
Vinegar,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Bathe  the  feet  and  legs  frequendv  with  the  fotus 
communis  warm.  After  proper  evacuations,  apply 
veficatories  to  the  feet,  which  have  olten  exceeded  my 
expeflation. 

Opiates, 

Take  of  Tamarinds,  two  ounces,  boil  in  a  pint  and  half 
of  water,  ftrain,  and  then  add. 
Currant-rob, 
Glauber's  fait. 

Juice  of  lemons,  of  each  two  ounces. 

of  this  mixture  let  a  tea-cupful  be  taken  every  hour 
till  a  purging  fupervenes. 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartftiorn,  a  fcruple, 

Sperma 
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Sperma  ceti  (diflbWed  in  tlie  yolk  of  an  egg)  fif- 
teen grains. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains. 
Pure  water  an  ounce  and  half. 

Let  the  draught  be  repeated  according  to  the  urgency 
of  fymptoms.  Or, 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  half  a  drachm, 
Camphire,  ten  grains. 
Purified  opium,  three  grains. 
Aromatic  confedlion,  enough  to  make  a  bolus. 

Or, 

Take  of  the  Camphorated  mixture. 

The  Muflc  mixture,  of  each  four  ounces. 
Volatile  liquor  of  hartfhcrn,  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

Let  it  be  made  a  draught. 

Take  of  Muftard-feed,  bruifed, 

Horfe-raddifh  roo:,  fcraped,  of  each  an  ounce. 
Vinegar,  enough  to  make  a  cataplafm. 

To  be  applied  to  the  folesof  the  feet. 

Take  of  Camphire,  a  fcruple, 
iEcher,  half  an  ounce. 

Let  it  be  put  into  a  fpoon,  and  fwallowed  as  quick 
as  poflible. 


PARA- 
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P  AR  A-PHRENITIS. 

A  Para-pbrenitis  is  an  inflammation  oY  the  diaph- 
ragm.  This  difeafe  is  fometimes  miftaken  for 
another,  which  is  nothing  furprifing,  for  it  requires 
no  fmall  degree  of  fagacity  and  medical  acumen,  to 
difcriminate  an  afFeftion  of  the  ftomach.  kidneys,  co- 
lon, liver,  or  pancreas,  from  that  of  the  midriflP. 

The  cavje  is  the  fame  as  that  of  other  inflam- 
mations. 

The  diagnojlics.  An  acute  continual  fever,  attend-' 
ed  with  an  inflammatory  pain,  which  is  greatly  ex- 
acerbated by  every  infpiration,  or  coughing,  or  fneez- 
ing,  or  evacuation  of  the  excrements  or  urine  ;  a  fen- 
fation  of  repletion  in  the  ftomach,  naufea ;  deep, 
quick,  fmall,  fuffocative,  and  painful  refpiration;  per- 
petual, but  not  violent  delii^ium,  frequent  laughter, 
rifus  fardonicus,  great  anxiety  of  the  praecor- 
dia,  difficult  deglutition  of  folids,  convulfions,  hic- 
coughs. 

The  prognojlics.  This  diforder  is  always  extremely 
dangerous.  If  the  diaphragm  fuppurates,  the  pus 
either  falls   into  the  cavity  of  the   abdomen,  or 

breaking 
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breaking  upwards,  produces  an  empyema.  In  all 
other  rerpe6ts  the  prognollics  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
pleurify. 

The  cure.  Clyfters  may  be  adminiftered  every 
hour,  even  if  the  bowels  become  paralytic  ;  for  they 
will  eafily  and  foon  recover  their  natural  tone  with- 
out  medical  affiftance.  When  pus  is  coUefted  and 
matured,  it  muft  be  evacuated.  Endeavour  to  abate 
the  inflammation  by  bleeding,  and  an  antiphlogiftic 
regimen,  proceeding  exa6ily  in  the  fame  method 
you  would  treat  a  pleurify,  which  fee. 


MADNESS. 

A  /T  ADNESS  is  a  total  privation  of  the  due  ex- 
ercife  of  reafon,  from  fome  fortuitous  injury 
to  the  organs  of  cogitation. 

The  caufe.  A  preternatural  accumulation  of  the 
vital  heat,  or  nervous  influence  in  the  brain,  with 
fome  impediment  to  its  ufual  courfe  from  thence 
along  its  nervine  conductors.  Itisjufl:ly  called  by 
Galen,  inremperies  ignea  cerebri.  Its  principal  feat 
feems  to  be  in  the  cortical,  while  the  ufual  deter- 
mination of  it  to  the  medullary  part  of  the  brain  is 
prevented  ;  confequently  the  cerebellum  not  equally 
participatmg  of  this  enlarged  quantity  of  heat,  the 
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exit  of  more  than  the  cuftomary  quantity  by  the  par 
vagum  to  the  heart  is  precluded  ;  for  this  difcrder  is 
fometimes  attended  with  little  or  no  fever. 

The  diagnoflics.  A  languid  rednefs  of  the  face, 
wildnefsand  rolling  of  the  eyes,  ghaftly  ftaring,  mif- 
chievoufnefs,  abfurd  difcourfe,  a  plethora. 

The  prognojlics.  If  attended  with  laughter  and 
raving,  it  is  eafier  to  be  removed  than  if  accompa- 
nied with  fober,  fleady,  ftudious  fixednefs  of  the 
thoughts  on  a  particular  objeft.  There  are  few  cafes 
even  if  hereditary,  which  will  not  yield  to  a  proper 
method  of  cure. 

The  cure.  Elicit  the  vital  heat  from  the  cerebrum, 
and  empty  thofe  veflels  which,  perhaps,  by  their  tur- 
gidnefs  occafion  that  preffare  which  prevents  the  ufual 
influx  by  the  par  vagum  Open  a  vein  •,  if  a  fever 
fupervenes,  it  is  a  good  fign,  as  I  have  often  obferved; 
this  operation  fliould  be  frequently  repeated,  for  no 
perfons  can  bear  the  lofs  of  blood  better  than  maniacs, 
nor  is  there  any  cafe  in  which  it  is  fo  necefiary  to 
draw  it  off,  and  fo  many  times.  After  due  evacua- 
tions, apply  veficatories,  particularly  to  the  head. 
Draftic  cathartics  fhould  be  given,  and  emetics  can 
fcarce  be  exhibited  too  often.  Hence  note,  that 
diforders  of  the  head  by  no  means  contra-indicate 
the  ufe  of  vomits. 

In  the  declination  of  this  diftemper,  the  greateft 
care  and  attenxion  muft  be  paid  to  all  the  non- natu- 
rals 
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rals.  to  preclude  a  rela  fe,  which  is  not  uncommon 
where  thefe  are  neglected.  1  he  cold  bath  is  then 
peculiarly  ferviceable,  as  is  alfo  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
broth,  which  laft  is  not  improper,  either  in  the  he- 
ginning,  increafe,  or  Jlate  of  this  dirtemper. 

Take  of  tartarifed  antimony,  feven  grains.  Let 
this  powder  be  repeated  every  hour  'till  it  vomits. 
1  have  known  fix  of  them  taken  without  any  fenfible 
effetfl.  Five  grains  at  leaft  (hould  be  given  every 
day,  and  the  ufe  of  the  following  draught  continued 
for  a  confiderable  while. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  fcruples. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Make  A  draught,  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 
If  the  tartarifed  antimony  will  not  keep  the  body 
open,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  purging  is  necef- 
fary,  and  the  fubfequent  draught  will  anfwer,  which 
may  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  black  hellebore,  an  ounce, 
Tinclure  of  jalap,  fix  drachms, 
Tindure  of  caftor,  two  drachms, 

I  would  prefer  the  flowers  of  antimony  to  the  tar- 
tarifed antimony,  but  it  is  feldem  kept  in  the  fhops  ; 
the  dofe  is  the  fame.  In  a  Itate  of  convalefcence, 
let  two  or  three  of  thefe  pills  be  taken  night  and 
mornino;. 

Take  of  Precipitated  fulphurof  antimony,  three  drachms. 
Compound  extraftof  co'ocynth. 
Compound  lindure  of  aloes,  as  much  as  is  fufit- 
cient  to  make  them  into  fixty  pills. 

F  2  Pra^ical 


PraBical  Obfervations  on  Injlammatory  Cafes. 

T  T  hath  been  obferved  by  fome  ingcnious^phyficians, 
that  inflammatory  diforders  are  by  no  means  fo 
common  to  be  met  with  as  they  ufed  to  be  :  to  aflign 
the  preventive  reafons  would  be  no  eafy  matter,  for 
mankind  do  not  feem  to  be  much  more  (paring  in 
the  indulgence  of  their  appetites,  more  averfe  from 
wine,  or  more  difcreet  in  their  regimen  than  their 
forefathers  were.  May  it  not  with  greater  pi-opriety 
be  attributed  to  the  increafed  accuracy  and  precifion 
wherewith  practitioners  difcriminate  difeafes,  who 
are  not  fo  apt  as  they  were  formerly  to  impute  every 
pain  or  flufliing  heat  to  an  inflammation.  Thie  ra- 
pid improvements  made  in  the  medical  art  within 
thefe  few  years,  have  occafioned  even  the  abolition  of 
leveral  difeafes,  whofe  imaginaty  exiftence  exceeding- 
ly puzzled  our  anceflors. 

Another  obfervation,  v>'hich  is  equally  jufl:  and  me- 
lancholy is,  that  when  inflammatory  diforders  appear, 
they  have  generally- a  fatal  termination.  Is  it  not 
poffible  that  this  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  owing  to 
a  too  hally,  and  frequent  repetition  of  venae-feflion  ? 
Nature  will  exert  amazing  eflTorts  to  relieve  hcrfelf, 
when  the  visvitae  is  not  much  impaired;  and  I  can- 
not 
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not  help  exprefling  niy  appiehenfions,  that  in  thefe 
cafes,  in  which  bleeding  is  abfolutely  necelFary,  it  may 
yet  be  purfued  fo  far  as  to  incapacitate  nature  for 
carrying  on  the  animal  funtlions.  For  thefe  ten 
years  pail  I  have  not  loft  one  patient  by  an  inflam- 
matory fever,  )  et  never  ordered  blood  to  be  drawn 
more  than  oiicc  in  any  cafe,  maniacal  ones  ex- 
cepted. 

As  there  are  feveral  other  inflammatory  diforders, 
•which  have  not  been  noticed  in  the,  preceding  pages, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  a  fimilar,  if  not 
the  fame  treatment,  is  equally  proper  for  them  all. 
Some  indeed,  as  has  been  inftanced  in  the  peripneu- 
raony,  require  a  more  fparing  ufe  of  phlebotomy 
than  others.    It  is  to  be  feared  that,  to  a  too  liberal 
ufe  of  the  lancet,  that  mortification  may  be  afcribed, 
which  fo  often  fupervenes  an  inflammation,  as  that 
of  the  ilium,  eafy  difcovered  by  the  hafty  evanefcence 
of  the  pain.    When  there  is  no  inflammation,  or 
inflammatory  dilpofition  of  the  blood,  nothing  can 
exculpate  the  praftitioner  for  drawing  blood  ;  this 
would  be  a  v/anton  wafte  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  im- 
portant of  all  fluids,  and  the  mofl:  neceflary  for  the 
fupport  of  animal  life  :  but  even  in  the/e  cafes  the 
utmoft  caution  is  requifite,  left  a  putrid  ^iforder 
fhould  be  manufatlured  from  an  inflammatory  one. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  (though  often  an  irretrievable 
error)  to  miftake  an  obftru6tion,  or  acrimony,  or 
ferous  tumor,  for  an  inflammationr,  which,  if  real,  is — 

■when 
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xvhen  the  red  particles  of  the  blood  are  forced  into  the 
lymphatics,  and  cannot  polFibly  exift  without  its  pa- 
thognomonic fymptonis,  viz.  violent  and  tiniverfal 
heat,  parching  third  and  reftleffnels,  as  well  as  pain 
ill  the  inflamed  part.  Inflammatoiy  dilorders  are 
far  from  being  common,  and  many  difeafcs  are  too 
often  groundlefsly  afcribed  to  this  caufe  :  that  the  too 
precipitate  ufe  of  the  lancet  has  produc(?d  dreadful 
coniequences,  I  have,  in  numbers  of  inftanccs,  been 
a  fonowful  and  unavailing  witnefs  to.  How  many 
have  been  hurried  off  the  ftage,  by  being  bled  for  a 
pain  in  the  fide,  owing  to  an  incipient  ulcer  in  the 
lungs  !  There  are  various  forts  of  fevers,  which  mimic 
tliofcof  the  ardent  kind,  in  which  venae-feftion  mull 
be  abftained  from.  I  was  in  a  country  one  autumn 
where  one  of  thefe  anomalous  fevers  raged,  it  fpread 
only  through  a  circle  of  fix  or  feven  miles  diameter; 
U  rcfcmbled,  in  every  re(pe£l,  an  ardent  fever,  the 
pulfe  only  excepted,  which  was  neither  hard  nor  full: 
every  one  who  was  bled  died,  and  every  one  who 
\y?is  not  bled  recovered ;  it  never  fhifted  its  type, 
though  it  commonly  continued  feventeen  days. 
Thofe  who  took  the  tartarifed  antimony  Teemed  to 
be  foon  freed  from  all  febrile  fymptoms,  yet  remain- 
ed weak,  uneafy,  and  gready  out  of  order,  without 
being  able  to  tell  their  complaints,  as  long  as  the  reft. 
The  aiitiphlogihic  method  was  purfued  with  them  all, 
uitrc.  prepared  kali,  and  fuch  like,  were  the  medicines 
adininideied,  and  with  fuccefs;  yet  phlebotomy  once 
ufcd  always  proved  fatal. 

The 
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The  peremptory  axiom  of  the  famous  Dr.  MeaJ, 
viz,  in  omni  febre  phlebotomia  prius  e(V  inftitiienda 
is  certainly  not  true,  or  warranted  by  experience. 

In  phlethoric  habits,  or  in  real  inflammations,  from 
^vhat  has  been  obferved,  the  reader  may  eafily  per* 
ceive  what  me'hod  is  requifite  for  the  treatment  of  any 
inflammatory  cafe,  in  -whatever  part  the  inflammation 
may  be  fituaced. 

When  the  pain  is  very  intenfe,  opiates  may  be  fafe* 
]y  and  happily  adminiltered  ;  of  this  I  have  given 
few  inftances  in  the  foregoing  flieecs,  that  no  counte- 
nance might  be  given  to  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  a 
medicine,  where  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  cafe,  and 
the  difcreet  diretlion  of  a  fldlful  hand,  are  abfoiuteiy 
neceflarv. 

In  painful  fpafmodic  conflridions  of  the  capillary 
veflels,  narcotics  are  undoubtedly  indicated:  of  all 
the  various  pretences  to  be  their  correElors,  I  believe 
none  fo  well  deferves  that  name  as  the  prepared  kali. 


ER  UPTIV  E 
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ERUPTIVE  FEVERS. 

J, 

T:he  S  M  A  L  L-P  O  X. 

THE  Small  -pox  is  a  fever  of  the  malignant  and 
contagious  kind,  attended  with  a  general  erup- 
tion of  particular  puftules,  affc6ling  the  human  fpe- 
cies  only,  and  each  individual  but  once.  The  va- 
riolous puftules  in  time  become  faniou^i^  but  thofe  in 
the  meafles  appear  red,  dry,  and  branny,  \vithout 
fuppuration. 

The  caufe.    It  feems  to  be  connate  with  us,  and 

> 

to  latitate  'till  fome  violent  exagitation  of  the  blood, 
from  the  introduflion  of  a  variolous  particle,  raifes 
the  feminal  ferment,  and  occafions  the  appeannces 
of  thofe  eruptions. 

The  diagnoflics.  A  frequent  and  ftrong  pulfition 
of  the  brachi.il  and^temporal  arteries  ;  rednels  of  the 
eyes,  pricking  pains  in  the  fldn,  fevere  pain  in  the 
head,  back,  and  loins;  a  febrile  heat,  greatly  increaf- 
ed  in  three  or  four  days,  with  thirfl:,  vomiting,  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart,  difficult  refpiration,  tremblings, 
rigor,  delirium,  convulfions,  reftlcffnefs  hoarfenefs, 
fixednels  of  the  eyes,  a  ptyalifm,  purple  fpots  ; 
bladders  full  of  clear  water,  commonly  called  the 
white-hives  ;  the  puftules  ufually  appear  on  the  third 

and 
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and  fourth  day,  and  arrive  at  their  ftate  on  the  ninth 
or  eleventh,  in  the  diftinft  fort ;  in  the  confluent, 
they  break  forth  on  the  fifth  day,  and  continue  till  the 
fifteenth  or  twenty-firft. 

The  prognojlics.  When  the  puAules  come  oilt 
fuddenly,  firft  red,  then  white;  broad,  round,  few, 
diftina,  plump,  and  fliarp  at  the  top,  there  is  little 
danger.  If  preceded  by  convulfions  in  children,  it  is 
a  good  fign.  If  they  come  out  irregularly,  or  imme- 
diately difappear,  are  exceeding  fmall,  confluent,  or 
Ihew  black  fpots,  or  a  dint  in  the  middle  if  attend- 
ed with  a  diarrhoea  (in  adults)  difficult  refpiration,  dry 
hufky  cough,  bloody  ftools,  or  urine,  continuing  de- 
lirium, colliquative  evacuations  thefe  are  all  very 
bad  fymptoms,  and  moft  of  them  deadly.  Adults 
fufiFer  molt.    Gravid  women  generally  mifcarry. 

The  cure.  Phlebotoniy  can  rarely  be  ufed  to  advan- 
tage in  any  diforder  attended  with  cutaneous  erup- 
tions ;  however,  if  a  lean,  phlethoric  body  fhould  be 
invaded,  and  the  pulfe  hard,  venae-feftidn  becomes 
necelfary.  The  body  fhould  be  kept  foluble,  the 
vis  vitas  fupported  ;  let  the  patient  have  a  conftant 
acceflion  of  frefli-air  in  his  chamber,  a  clean  fliire 
every  other  day  at  fartheft ;  which  may  in  the  worft 
cafes  be  allowed  without  any  hazard  ;  for  common 
drink,  apples  boiled  in  water,  or  milL  and  water, 
equal  parts  ;  or  wine-whey,  or  cyder-whey,  or  vine- 
gar-whey, or  barley-water  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  ni- 
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trous  sether,  or  fpiritof  vitriolic  aether,  or  the  compound 
of  barley  decottion  ;  the  more  he  drinks  the  better. 
In  the  confluent  fort,  there  ariles  a  ptyalifm  in  adults 
and  a  diarrhoea  in  children,  either  of  vhich  ought  to 
be  encouraged. 

To  prevent  a  fecondary  fever,  give  lenient  ca- 
thartics, to  be  repeated  as  the  ftrength  will  bear,  at 
the  diftance  of  two,  three,  or  four  days,  'till  five 
purges  have  been  given.  After  the  thirteenth  day, 
the  patient  may  drink  plentifully  of  warm  fmall  beer. 
If  the  expuition  is  vifcid  and  tough,  or  molells  by 
its  excefs  (as  it.  will  fometimes  excor^te  the  parts) 
•ufe  appropriate  gargarifms,  fyringings,  or  mafiicato- 
ries.  The  diarrhoea  in  adults,  on  the  firft  eruption 
fhould  be  reftrained  by  opiates.  To  preferve  the 
face,  from  disfiguration,  previous  to  the  appearance 
of  the  eruptionsj  or  while  they  are  coming  out,  the 
\extremities  may  be  bathed  with  warm  milk,  or  femi- 
isupia  of  the  fame  may  be  ufed.  The  cooler  the 
patient  is  kept,  the  fewer  will  the  pullules  be. 

Emetics  are  of  great  fervice  in  the  beginning, 
Glyftcrs  may  be  given  occafionally  :  in  cafes  when  the 
patient  is  very  low-,  on  the  approach  of  a  crifis,  a  good 
effeft  may  be  reafcnably  expefted  from  veficatories. 
A  narcotic  may  be  adminiftered  every  night  in  the 
confluent  fprt^  and  ought  to  be,  if  the  patient  is  not 
comatofe,  fu^ch  as, 

Take'of  Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

Tkfture  of  caRor,  twenty-five  drops, 

\  Tinfture 
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Tinfture  of  opium,  fifteen  drops. 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia. 
Compound  tindlure  of  lavender,  of  each  thirty 
drops. 

Syrup  of  white  poppies,  half  an  ounce. 

Make  a  paregoric  draught,  to  be  taken  every  night 
if  ncceiTary.  A  Hnftus  is  a  very  convenient  and  agree- 
able form  to  convey  a  medicine  that  may  increafe  the 
ptyahfm,  and*at  the  fame  time  prevents  its  being 
troublefome.  The  following  is  extremely  defirable, 
and  may  be  taken  as  often  as  is  required,  with  equal 
pleafure  and  advantage  : 

Take  of  Conferve  of  hips,  half  an  ounce. 
Tola  fyrup. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 
Vitriolic  acid,  enough  to  render  It  a  grateful-' 
ly  acid  linftus. 

after  recovery,  there  feems  to  be  a  tencency  to 
a  phthifis.  removal  is  neceiTary  into  a  warm  dry  air, 
and  the  regimen  fliould  be  purfued  that  is  recom- 
mended under  that  article.  To  prevent  pitting,  let 
this  liniment  be  applyed  to  the  face  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

Take  of  Camphire,  two  fcruples, 

Sperma  ceti,half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  olives,  an  ounce, 

iVlake  a  liniment. 

It  IS  fcarcely  necefifary  to  obferve,  that  if  an  hcc- 
moptoe  fhould  appear,  in  the  decline  of  the  difeafe  ; 
the  ufc  of  the  bark  is  indicated. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  a  little  time  the  praftice 
of  inoculating  children  under  three  months  old,  will 
become  univerfal,  and  put  an  entire  end  to  the  rava- 
ges of  this  loathfome  and  dangerous  diforder. 

The  following  medicines  have  been  peculiarly  fer- 
viceable  in  fome  very  alarming  cafes : 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Pure  nitre,  half  a  drachm,  ^ 
Pure  water,  fix  ounces, 
Spirit  of  cinnamon. 
Juice  of  lemons,  of  each  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup,  half  an  ounce  ; 

Of  this  mixture  three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every 
'  fixth  hour.    Or  either  of  the  fubfequent  boles  may 
be  given  every  fixth  hour  : 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva. 

Mercury  with  fuiphur,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Caftor,  ten  grains, 

Tolu  fyrup  enough  to  make  it  a  bole. 

Take  of  Mercury  with  fuiphur,  a  fcruple. 
Snake-root, 

Caftor,  of  each  ten  grains. 

Syrup  of  white  poppies,  enough  for  a  bole. 

If  a  draught  is  more  eligible,  one  of  thefe  draughts 
may  be  taken  every  fix  hours,  viz, 

Take  of  Acetated  kali. 

Aromatic  confedlion,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  drachms, 

For 
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For  a  draught.  Or, 

Take  of  Calcined  antimony,  a  fcruplc. 
Pure  nitre,  ten  grains, 
Volatile  lalt  of  amber,  five  grains, 
Cochineal,  four  grains. 
Pure  water  an  ounce  and  half. 

Make  it  a  draught.  Or, 

Take  of  Kali  tartarifed,  a  fcruple. 
Pure  water,  two  ounces, 
Tolu  fyrup,  a  drachm. 

For  a  draught. 

Shin,  Nervous,  a?id  Miliary  FEVERS. 

TH  E  Slow  fever  is  fo  called  from  the  gentle- 
nefs  of  its  progrefs,  and  length  of  its  conti- 
nuance. 

The  Nervous  Fever  receives  its  name  from  a  fup- 
pofed  morbid  quality  in  the  nervous  influence,  or  a 
relaxed  ftate  of  the  nerves  themfelves,  which  is  juft 
as  imaginary  as  the  other.  To  fay  the  truth,  nervous 
diforders  are  a  mighty  handy  and  convenient  expref- 
fion  to  conceal  ignorance. 

The  Miliary  Fever  is  fo  termed,  from  the  refem- 
blance  of  its  eruptions  to  millet  feed. 

They 
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They  all  proceed  from  the  fame  caufcs,  and  require 
the  fame  method  of  treatment. 

The  caujes.  A  deficiency  and  unequal  diRribution 
of  the  vital  heat,  confequently,  a  declenfion  of  the 
powers  of  nature,  a  lentor,  vlfcidity  in  the  fluids ;  a 
relaxed  (late  of  the  artJ^^al  fyflem,  6y  fpafmodic 
conftriQions  of  the  capillary  arteries,  fomc  error  in 
regard  to  the  non-naturals. 

The  diagnojlics.  Chills  and  flufliings,  lafiitude, 
naufea,  proftration  of  the  ftrength  and  fpirits,  liftnefT- 
nefs ;  heat  in  the  palms  of  the  hand  and  foles  of  the 
feet,  while  all  the  reft  of  the  body  cold,  and  ema- 
ciates fall ;  a  fenfation  like  cold  water  tlirow^down 
the  back,  the  pulfe  quick,  weak,  and  unequal,  pale 
urine,  coma,  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  tongue,  fome- 
times,  with,  and  fometimes  without  thirft  ;  miliary 
eruptions,  anxiety,  tinnitus  auriura;  cold,  clammy,  or 
coll'quative  fweats;  convulfions,  delirium,  fubfultus 
tendinum. 

The  prognoflics.  All  the  fymptoms  are  exacerbated 
towards  night,  a  tinseling  noife  in  the  ears  is  generally 
the  forerunner  of  a  delirium  ;  a  copious  fpitting,  or 
gende  breathing  fweats,  are  good  figns ;  profufe 
fweats  are  bad  ones ;  infenfibiiity,  twitchings  of  the 
tendons,  involuntary  evacuations  of  the  excre- 
nxents,  urine,  or  tears,  are  preludes  to  the  laft  cataf- 
Irophe. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  arc  inadmiffible,  vo- 
mits only  excepted ;  fometimes  very  lenient  clyfters, 

fuch 
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Tiich  as  new-milk  and  fugar,  may  fafely  be  admiiiif. 
teied,  if  nature  inclines  to  (lool.  Give  mountain 
whey,  meat  broths,  as  ftrong  as  th^  ftoraach  witl'  bear  ; 
jellies,  panada,  with  fpice,  wine,  or  brandy  in  it ; 
llich  things  as  thefe  may  be  often  offered,  though 
ever  fo  little,.is  taSfen  at  ^.^time  :  the  medicines' ne- 
celuuy  are  attenuants,  reftoratives,. nervines,  and  cor- 
dials. If  the  fweats  are  profufe,  let  warm  napkins 
be  frequendy  applied  t.o  the  neck,  breaft,  and  abdo- 
men ;  for  though  gentle  fweats  are  of  fervice,'  when 
ihey  become  profufe,  they  only  tend  to  the  diffqlation 
of  the  patient  in  <t  double  fenfe  :  in  this.cafe,,^  red^ 
port-wine  and  water  may  be  allowed.  The  neck  and 
breal^iould  be  examined  every  day,  for  eruptions 
commonly  appear  in  thofe  parts  firft ;  their  portent 
is  good,  and  they  indicate  fhe  ule  of  cardiacs. 

Take  of  Ipeccacuanha,  three  grains. 
Blue  vitriol. 

Antimony  tartarifed,  of  eacltone  gfaini  " 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  ev^ry  morning,  out  of  a 
fpoon  half  full  of  water  :  nothing  fhould  be  dranJv 
either  during  the  operation,  or  ^11  the  naufeagoes  off 
fpontaneoufly.  Many  unexpeded  recoveries  hay.e 
been  owing  to  this  powder  alone.  The  following  aifoi 
have  been  amazingly  efficacious, 

Take  of  Aromatic  confeftion, 

Caftor,  of  each  a  fcruple. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  three  gi  alas, 
Syrnp  of  ginger,  enough  to  make  a  bolus.  ' 

To 
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To  be  taken  every  fourth  hour,  wafliing  it  dowi) 
with  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  julep, 

Take  of  the  Camphire  mixture, 

Muik  mixture,  of  each  fourouncesy 
Volatile  liquor  of  hartlhorn,  half  an  ounce 

Or, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva, 
Mufk,  of  each  a  fcrupie, 

Tolu  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fufncient  to  make  it 
a  bole. 

To  be  taken  every  fixth  hour,  wafiiing  it  down  with 
this  draught. 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn. 

Aromatic  confeflion,  of  each  a  fcrupie. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  half  an  ounce. 


Putrid y  Malignant  i  and  Petechial  FEVER. 

THESE  maybe  clafled  together  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  laft  three,  becaufe  they  are 
each  produced  by  fimilar  caufes,  and  require  very 
little,  if  any  dilference,  in  the  method  of  treating 
them  :  to  this  clafs  aifo  belong  the  goal  or  hofpital 
fever,  and  the  peftilence. 

The  caufe.  A  putrefcent  acrimony,  or  infeQious 
miafmata.    The  obftrudtion  of  infenfible  perfpiration 

is 
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Is  no  uncommon  caufe  of  putrid  fevers ;  for  the  re- 
tention of  thofe  particles  within  the  body  which  ought 
to  have  been  thrown  out  of  it,  may,  and  often  does, 
occaGon  a  fpeedy  putrefaftion,  efpecially  when  there 
is  the  leait  pre-difpofition  in  the  fluids  to  fuch  a  dif- 
folution. 

The  diagnojlics.  Pain  in  the  temples  or  orbit  of 
the  eye  ;  the  eye  heavy,  yellowifh,  or  fomewhat  in- 
flamed ;  the  face  bloated,  and  of  a  cadaverous  afpeO;; 
faintnefs,  operofe  refpiration,  frequent  fighing,  erratic 
pains,  the  pulfe  fmall,  fometimes  quick,  and  fometimes 
the  fame  as  that  of  a  perfon  in  perfecl  health  ;  black 
tongue,  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  crude  vapid  urine  ; 
livid  petechiae  from  the  extra  vafation  of  grumous 
blood  in  the  cellular  membrane,  vibices,  aphthae,  fur- 
red lips  and  teeth,  litde  thirft,  tinnitus  aurium,  lum- 
bago, colliquative  evacuations. 

The  prognoflics.  A  mild  diarrhoea  is  ferviceable  % 
the  petechias  florid,  a  fmarting  red  rafli,  fcabs  on  the 
nofe  or  lips,  watery  veficles,  are  all  good  fymptoms. 
Black  urine,  or  ftools,  fmall  dufliy  fpots.  dun,  or 
greenirti ;  a  lurid  efflorefcence,  large  livid  blotches, 
black  vibices,  fweats  profufe,  cold  or  clammy  ;  grip- 
ing and  bloody  ftools,  coma  and  coldnefs  of  the  ex- 
tremities are  all  fymptoms  of  an  approaching  dif- 
folution. 

The  cure.  The  inteftinal  canal  may  be  cleanfed, 
and  the  drain  kept  open  by  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb. 

H  The 
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The  regimen  necefTaiy  is  much  the  fame  with  that  in 
the  preceding  chapter,  particularly  with  rcfpeO:  to 
wine,  though  Rhenifh  is  generally  the  moft  eligible  ; 
but  in  cal'e  of  colliquative  evacuations  red  port  is 
preferable  ;  give  alfo  freely  of  the  vegetable  and  mi- 
neral acids,  Peruvian  bark,  aftringents,  antifcptics. 
camphire  and  opiates.  Let  vinegar  be  lreq,uenilv 
thrown  on  a  hot  iron  in  the  room,  and  a  little  of  the 
bark  of  cafcarilla  be  now  and  then  burned  in  it. 
Volatile  alcalis  may  be  ufed  fparingly  ;  but  through- 
out the  whole  Itage  of  this  diforder,  with-hold 
the  lancet,  as  you  tender  the  life  of  the  patient. 
The  formulae  fubjoined  have  been  peculiarly  fuc- 
cefsful. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  half  a  drachm, 
Camphire,  three  grains. 
Syrup  of  fafrion,  enough  to  make  a  bole. 

To  be  taken  every  fourth  hour,  drinking  after  i' 
three  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture, 

Take  of  Pure  water  fix  ounces. 

Spirit  of  horl'e-rhadifti. 
Vinegar,  of  each  two  ounces. 
Sugar,  as  much  as  ycupleafe. 

Or, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva,  two  dradims. 
J  ormen;il  root. 
Myrrh,  of  each  one  drachm. 


Make 
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Make  into  fix  powders ;  one  to  be  taken  every  fourth 
hour  with  the  fubfequent  draught : 

Takii  of  Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  halt, 
Lfemon  juice,  half  an  ounce. 
Cochineal,  five  grains. 
White  fugar,  what  you  pleafe. 

Or, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  half  a  drachm. 

Opiate  confetlioa,  from  ten  grains  to  half  a 
drachm. 

Syrup  of  fafFron,  enough  to  make  a  bole. 

To  be  taken  every  fixth  hour,  and  waflied  down 
•with  the  above  draught,  Or, 

Take  of  B  irk  of  eleutheria,  half  a  drachm. 
Winter's  bark. 
Myrrh,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  to  make  a  bole. 

To  be  ufed  as  the  former. 

The  tartarifed  antimony   powders  and  opiates,, 
to  reilrain  the  diarrhcEa,   f  reauifite.  or 
diops. 


PUTR ID 
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PUTRID  SORE  THROAT. 

THE  Putrid  Sore  Throat,  is  a  diforder  of  the 
malignant  kind,  which  has  not  been  perfeaiy 
defcribed  or  known  'till  within  thefe  few  years. 

The  caufe.    A  putrid  diathefis  of  the  fluids. 

The  diagnoflics.  Fulnefs  and  forenefsof  the  throat, 
a  fenfation  of  ftilFnefs  in  the  neck,  rednefs  of  the  arms, 
hands,  or  breaft  :  frequent  fighing,  naufea,  anxiety 
about  the  praecordia,  languidnefs,  great  dejedlion,  re- 
peated fneezings,  agrypnia,  thin  crude  urine,  a  pulfe 
quick  and  fmaM,  bloated  countenjjnce,  fvvelling  of  the 
maxillary  and  parotid  glands  and  tonfils,  ulcerations, 
floughing  of  the  ulcers. 

The prognojlics.  The  prognoflics  depend  on  the 
progrefs  of  the  putrefcent  acrimony,  and  on  the  ref- 
piration. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  are  deleterious,  efpccially 
phlebotomy.  It  requires  a  fimilar  treatment  with 
other  putrid  fevers,  but  is  the  leaft  rebellious  of  them 
all,  for  the  cure  is  not  very  difficult.  As  it  is  fometimes 
epidemical,  the  beft  orvietan  or  preventive  perhaps  is 
to  drink  freely  of  red  port ;  at  a  time  when  it  was  ex- 
ceeding rife,  they  who  ufedthis  prophylaclic  efcaped 

the 
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(lifor^er.  Cordials  and  gargarifms  feem  the  only 
jaeceffary  aids,  as, 

Take  of  Aromatic  confeftion,  half  a  drachm* 
Caftor,  a  fcruple. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  drachms, 

A  draught  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour.  Of, 

Take  of  Aromatic  confeftion,  a  fcruplcj 
Snake-root, 

Caftor,  of  each  ten  grains, 

Syrap  of  fafFron,  enough  to  make  a  bole*  I 

To  be  fwallowed  every  fourth  hour. 

Take  of  Compound  barley  decoftion,  an  ounce, 
Tindure  of  Myrrh, 
Red  wine. 
Honey  of  rofes. 

Vinegar,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

For  a  gargle,  to  be  ufed  occafionally,  or  every  two  of 
three  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

DifToIve  in  one  pint  of  pure  water,  for  a  gargle;  to 
which  may  be  occalionally  added  as  much  vitriolic 
acid  as  is  agreeable.  If  the  ulcers  fpread  and  increafe, 
add  to  the  above  folution  four  grains  of  muriatic 
mercury,  diffolved  in  five  drops  of  the  muriatic  acid*. 
Beware  of  the  ufe  of  nitre  in  this  diforder. 


THRUSH. 
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T     n     R     U     S  H. 

AP  H  T  H  ^,  or  the  Thrufh,  arc  little  ulcerous 
tubercles,  which  afFe6l  'tbe  infide  of  the  mouth, 
ftomach,  and  intePiines. 

The  caufe,    A  faline,  vifcid,  or  acrimonious  lymph. 

The  diagnoOics  They  appear  firit  on  tlie  tongue, 
or  in  the  corners  of  the  mouth. 

The  pro^no/lics.  If  vvhite,  pellucid,  thin,  fcattered, 
and  fuperficial,  they  are  of  little  confequence:  if 
brown,  opaque,  black,  thick,  or  run  toge-her,  they 
forebode  fome  danger.  When  they  have  paffed 
through  the  body,  and  appear  at  the  anus  with  exco- 
riation, apply  melafTes. 

The  cure.  .A  ffiil  nature  as  in  other  fevers.  They 
are  often  fatal  to  adults :  whether  they  who  efcaped 
them  in  their  infancy  are  the  only  perfons  liable  to  be 
attacked  by  them  is  at  lead  problematical  1  he  treat- 
ment is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  miliary  fever.  The 
following  gargle  is  excellent  for  infants,  viz. 

Take  of  Gum  aiabic,  two  drachms. 

Lime  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Tolu  fyrup,  two  drachms. 

It  may  be  ufed  every  hour,  and  if  fwallowed  can  do 
no  prejudice  to  the  child. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre,  a  drachm. 

Three 
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Three  whites  of  eggs, 
Rofe.water,  fix  ounces, 
To!u  fyriip,  an  ounce. 

Let  it  be  made  a  garg'c  for  adults,  to  be  ufed  occa- 
fionally;  or  the  following,  which  will  anfwer  the  famR 
purpou^s  : 

Take  of  Gum  tragacanih,  a  drachm. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces, 
Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce. 
Vitriolic  acid^  twenty-five  drops. 


MEASLES. 

fF^  H  E  Meafles  require  a  treatment  not  much 
A     different  from  the  fmall  pox.     They  are  both 
natives  of  Africa. 

The  caufe,    Infeflious  miafmata  fui  generis. 

The  diagnojlics.  Small,  dry,  red  fpots,  like  flea- 
bites  ;  they  never  fuppurate,  but  arrive  at  their  flare 
in  four  days  ;  an  almoit  perpetual  cough,  weaknefs, 
forenefs,  or  running  of  the  eyes,  fwelling  of  the  eye- 
lids, running  of  the  nofe,  convuifions. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  not  a  dangerous  dilbrder, 
if  not  rendered  fo  by  mifmanagement. 

The  cure.  Nature  is  the  beft  phyfician  in  this  cafe; 
nor  does  Ihe  Hand  in  need  of  any  medicines  to  affilt 
her.    Venx'-feciion  appears  to  be  highly  improper, 

and 
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and  is  mod  certainly  often  prodiiftive  of  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  confequences ;  I  never  ordered  it  in  my 
life  in  this  cafe,  yet  never  lofl;  one  patient  in  the 
meafles ;  nor  to  fay  the  truth,  did  I  ever  hear  of  one 
that  died  who  was  not  bled.  If  convulfions  precede 
or  accompany,  the  eruption,  they  are  by  no  means  a 
bad  prognoftic;  the  tinfture  of  afa  foetida  may  then 
be  given  with  great  advantage,  fifteen  or  twenty  drops 
three  or  four  times  a  day.  The  linftus  under  the  ar- 
ticle fmall-pox  may  be  ufed  at  pleafure  ;  as  in  the 
fmall-pox,  the  litde  patient  cannot  be  kept  too  cool. 
The  drink  may  be  cyder- whey,  vinegar- whey,  but- 
ter-milk ;  or,  for  weakly  children,  thin  broth.  Me- 
dicines are  feldom  neceffary  during  this  diforder;  but 
as  foon  as  the  eruptions  begin  to  difappear,  cathartics 
(hould  be  exhibited,  as  in  the  fmall-pox,  which  for 
obvious  reafons,  are  neceflary  after  all  eruptive  fevers. 
The  fublequent  drops  are  of  amazing  efficacy  in  re- 
moving the  cough  which  fo  often  remains  after  the 
meafles. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  copaiva,  an  ounce. 

Let  ten  drops  be  taken  on  brown  fugar  morning  and 
night. 


SCARLET 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

'T^  H  E  fcarlet  fever  is  fo  called  on  account  of  the 
colour  of  the  fkin,  or  the  large,  red,  vivid 
blotches  in  it. 

The  caufcs.    Vifcidity,  acrimony,  an  unequal  dif- 
tribution  of  the  vital  heat;  the  protrufive  force  of  the- 
heart  overcoming  tKe  refiftance  of  the  foUds,  where- 
fore children  are  moft  fubjeft  to  it.    It  feems  to  be  in 
fome  degree  infedious. 

The  diagnofiics.    They  appear  from  the  definition. 

The  prognojlics.  If  attended  with  anxiety,  dejec- 
tion, or  oppreffion  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  the  libe- 
ral ufe  of  cardiacs  is  indicated.  It  is  feldom  dange- 
rous if  left  to  nature,  without  any  officious  interpofi- 
tion.  To  drink  plentifully  of  diluting  liquids,  and 
to  be  kept  cool^  is  all  that  is  reiquifite.  Many  chil- 
dren have  periflied  by  the  ufe  of  the  lancet,  which  is 
intended  to  remove  that  ftraitnefs  and  fufFocating  fen- 
fation  fo  common  in  this  diforder ;  but  thefe  do  not 
originate  from  repletion,  but  from  depletion:  a  little 
tartarifed  antimony,  and  cordials,  are  the  moft  eli. 
gible  remedies. 

The  cure.  Let  wine- whey  be  given  freely.  The 
patient  fhould  not  be  kept  warm :  let  his  linen  be 
fhifted  every  day.  After  the  third  day  one  of  the 
following  formula;  may  be  ufed  : 

I  Take 
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Take  of  Calcined  antimony, 

Acetated  kali,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  ounces, 
Tolu  fyrup,  two  drachms, 

A  mixture,  one  or  two  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every 
fixth  or  fourth  hour.  Or, 

Take  of  Aromatic  confeftion,  two  drachms. 
Calcined  antimony,  one  drachm. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  a  fcruple. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  ounces, 
Tolu  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

A  mixture,  of  which  two  fpoonfuls  may  be  given  eve- 
ry fourth  or  third  hour. 

Take  of  Spirit  of  nitrous  asther,  an  ounce. 

Let  twenty  drops  be  given  in  every  draught  of  liquid 
that  the  patient  takes. 


PHTHISIS. 

A    Pulmonary  Phthifis,  or  confumpiion,  is  owing 
to  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs,  whereby  the  whole 
body  is  gradually  emaciated  and  confumed. 

The  caufe.    That  (whatever  it  is)  which  occafions 
the  ftagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  'till  it  is  con- 
verted into  purulent  matter ;  this  may  be  owing  to  a 
teneritude  of  the  arterial  veffels,  an  acrid  blood,  de- 
bility 
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bility  of  the  fibres  of  the  vifcera,  long  neck,  ftraight 
bread,  deprefled  fcapulae,  an  ulcer  in  the  liver,  fpleen, 
pancreas,  kidneys,  mefentery,  or  uterus,  a  metaftafis 
of  macter,  negleft  of  cuftomary  exercife. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  flight  fever,  generally  exacer- 
bated towards  evening;  too  great,  bst  particular 
heat ;  flying  ftitches,  he6tic  flufliings,  pain  in  the  fto- 
mach  or  breaft,  pain  in  the  fide,  the  patient  lying 
with  mofl;  eafe  on  the  affefted  fide  ;  hereditary  difpo- 
fition,  the  age  from  fixteen  to  thirty-fix ;  indigefl;ion, 
frequent  {pitting ;  night  fweats,  particularly  profufe 
towards  morning,  fenfation  like  cold  water  thrown 
down  the  back,  diarrhoea,  a  bloody,  frothy,  or  foetid 
expuition,  wafting  of  the  flefli,  languor,  laflitude, 
peevifhnefs,  great  unevennefs  of  temper,  fudden 
ftarts  and  burfts  of  joy  terminating  in  tears,  incurva- 
tion and  lividnefs  of  the  nails,  quick  and  interrupted 
refpiration ;  a  teazing  and  almofl:  inceflant  cough, 
word  in  the  night,  averfion  from  food,  facies  Hippo- 
cratica. 

The  prognojlics.  An  hereditary  phthifis  is  the  moft 
dangerous.  If  the  cough  is  very  troublefome,  the 
refpiration  opcrofe,  the  faliva  ftinking,  the  ancles 
fwelled,  the  body  much  wafted,  the  evacuations  col- 
liquative, and  the  countenance  Hippocratic,  death 
feems  to  be  approaching  with  hafty  ftrides.  A  phthifis 
attended  with  a  total  obftruQion  of  the  catamenia  pro- 
duced by  bleeding  is  abfolutely  incurable.  A  phthifis 
in  which  the  vomica  breaks  fuddcnly,   the  expuition 
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white  and  cd&8d,  the  ajjpetite  and  digeflion  tolerably 
good,  is  eafily  curable. 

Previous  to  entering  on  the  method  of  cure,  I  would 
intreat  the  reader's  indulgence,  and  befpeak  his  can- 
dor in  attending  to  the  apology  for  propofing  a  mediod 
fo  entirely  oppofite  to  that  which  is  purl'ued  by  the 
reft  of  my  brethren:  it  is  not  without  a  very  fenfible 
uneafinefs  and  relu6:ance  that  I  differ  from  them,  but 
however  dear  Socrates  and  Plato  may  be,  truth  is  ftill 
dearer :  ftrange  muft  it  appear  that  I  fhould  recom- 
mend a  medicine  as  our  flieet  anchor,  the  ufe  of 
which  has  been  condemned  by  the  moft  enlightened 
andjuftly  celebrated  phyfician  in  Europe,  to  whom 
the  nil  ortum  tale  may  with  the  utmoft  propriety  be 
afcribed  j  but  as  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  balfam 
of  copaiva  poffefled  a  heating  quality,  his  reafoning 
however  conclufive,  could  be  of  litde  confequence, 
as  the  bafis  on  which  it  is  erefted  is  a  non-entity;  for 
the  fadt  is,  that  the  faid  balfam,  for  its  utility  in  pleu- 
rifles  and  lowering  the  pulfe,  for  its  allaying  fpafms, 
appeafing  irritation  and  confiderably  decreafing  the 
heftic  fever,  appears  to  have,  like  other  detergents, 
a  quite  contrary  quality.  As  1  have  for  feveral  years 
occafioned  the  confumption  of  fome  quarts  in  a  week 
of  this  balfam,  1  am  certainly  entitled  to  fpeak  with 
a  degree  of  confidence  on  the  effeds  it  produces. 

As  to  the  other  regimen  recommended,  viz.  a  ve- 
getable diet,  and  to  take  away  a  little  blood  now  and 
then,  I  always  obferved  that  the  patient  died  ;  but 

how 
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how  could  it  be  otherwife,  when  the  diforder  was  pro- 
nounced incurable  (which  by  the  way  every  one  is  laid 
to  be  which  we  do  not'  know  how  to  cure)  1  could 
not  help  fufpetting  that  the  fore  mentioned  event 
might  pofTibly  be  owing  to  bleeding,  and  therefore 
determined  to  try  an  oppofite  method ;  and  as  no  per- 
fon  was  a  more  proper  fubjcft  to  try  fuch  an  experi- 
ment on  than  mylclf,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the 
reader  a  plain  and  fuccinft  narrative  of  my  own 
cafe. 

I  was  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  age,  yhen,  from 
a  neglected  cold  in  the  month  of  November,  I  was 
feized  with  a  heclic,  which  in  the  rapidity  of  its  pro- 
grefs  equalled  any  thing  that  I  ever  faw:  before  the 
expiration  of  the  enfuing  month  I  was  in  the  follow- 
ing condition,  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  two 
judicious  and  learned  phyficians,  viz.  laboured  under 
an  invincible  diarrhoea,  with  colliquative  ftools  and 
fweats,  an  inceflant  cough,  which  precluded  all  pof- 
fibility  of  fleep,  an  entire  loathing  of  all  food,  legs 
fwelied  to  an  enormous  fizc,  a  body  as  much  ema- 
ciated as  that  of  any  human  being  could  be,  to  con- 
tinue in  exiftence ;  too  v,-eak  to  walk  or  even  ftand 
withou;:  afnltance,  violent  fpafmodic  con(iri£lion  of 
the  lungs  every  night,  which  I  had  not  the  leaft  ex- 
pectation of  furviving,  nor  at  the  approach  of  even- 
ing entertained  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  beholding  the 
light  of  another  day  :  my  phyficians  pronounced  my 
recovery  impolfible.    1  v.  as  then,  at  my  own  earnell 

requeft, 
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requcft,  with  great  dilTicuIty,  removed  to  a  drier  air 
at  about  a  mile's  diflance,  and  to  a  much  higlier 
ground;  I  took  the  dry  vomit  immediately,  and  re- 
peated it  every  morning  for  fcvcral  days,  ufed  the 
I  baifam  of  copaiva  twice  a  day,  and  fwallowed  a  tea- 
cupful  of  pork  broth  as  often  as  1  could;  in  a  word, 
1  purfued  the  fame  method  mentioned  below  (which 
I  have  fince  recommended  to  thoufands  in  the  fame 
diforder,  with  the  fame  fuccefs)  and  in  fix  weeks  time 
was  perfeflly  recovered,  nor  have  ever  fince  felt  the 
flightefl:  cornplaint,  but  at  this  prefent  time  of  writing, 
am  as  healthy  and  hearty  a  grey  headed  old  fellow  as 
any  one  in  his  majefty's  dominions.  The  fuccefs  I 
.have  met  with  in  the  treatment  of  this  diforder,  is  too 
well  known  for  me  to  add  any  thing  further  ihan  this 
folemn  declaration,  that  I  have  concealed  nothing  re- 
lative to  the  method  ufed  with  myfelf,  and  with  all 
thofe  who  have  been  under  my  care  for  phthifical 
diforders ;  the  fubfequent,  I  repeat  it,  ispercifely  the 
fame,  and  I  beg  to  be  excufed  from  producing  any 
arguments  in  its  defence,  for  as  fa£ls  are  of  a  nature 
too  ftubborn  to  bend,  there  are  a  croud  of  living  wit- 
nefles,  who  are  fufficient  proofs  of  its  propriety. 

The  cure.  The  non- naturals  require  the  ftriflefb 
attention.  New  milk  fliould  be  taken  for  breakfaft 
and  fupper  ;  if  it  purges,  it  muft  be  boiled  ;  cow's- 
milk  is  preferable  to  that  of  affes :  goat's-whey  is  too 
diluent,  and  I  have  feen  feveral  fatal  effeas  from  the 

ufe 
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life  oF  it.  Meat  broths  may  be  taken  as  ftrong  as  the 
flomach  will  bear,  parti cv.Iarly  of  pork;  jellies  pre- 
pared from  any  animal  fubftance  fliould  be  taken  as 
often  as  poffiblc.  Let  the  patient  ride  on  horfeback 
every  morning,  if  too  weak  to  fit  alone,  he  mull  be 
fnpportedby  one  that  rides  behind  him,  for  riding  in  a  ' 
morning  is  abfokitely  necefl'ary.  A  warm,  dry,  clear 
air,  the  Briftol  waters.  Spa  water,  or  for  common 
drink,  infuficn  of  linfeed,  deco£lion  of  bran,  or  for 
change,  fago,  falep,  or  chocolate.  Tea  prepared 
from  colts-foot  flowers,  and  fweetened  wiiih  honey,  I 
have  no  fmall  reafon  to  recommend  the  ufe  of ;  fnails 
or  earth  worms  boiled  in  milk  are  ferviceable,  as  are 
fliell-fifli  of  all  forts,  wild  fowls,  generous  wine  and 
fpices.  Conferve  of  red  rofes  may  be  eaten  to  the 
quantity  of  two  or  three  ounces  in  a  day,  with  vaft 
advantage.  Acids  are  fometimes  ferviceable,  ftoma- 
chic  plaiflers,  a  Burgundy  pitch  plaifter  betv/een  the 
fhoulders,  to  be' kept  on  for  fome  weeks;  veficato- 
ries,  but  above  all  things  the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Tartarifed  antimony. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  feven  grains. 

Make  into  three  powders  :  let  one  be  taken  in  a 
morning  fading,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  not  drinking 
any  thing  during  the  operation  -;  if  the  naufea  does 
not  go  off  fpontaneoufly;  a  fpoonful  of  raw  brandy 
will  remove  it.  Or,  if  the  diarrhcea  is  very  vio- 
lent. 
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Take  of  Ipecacuanha,  five  grains. 
Blue  vitriol,  one  grain. 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  (as  before)  every  morning. 

In  an  incipient  ulcer  of  the  lungs,  \i\-\tn  the  pain 
in  the  fide  has  been  exceeding  troublefome,  recourfe 
has  been  often  had  to  the  lancet,  which  is  the  ready 
way  to  bring  on  an  incurable  phihifis.  I  appeal  to 
the  confcience  of  the  praSitioner,  whether  he  has 
not  frequently  experienced  this  confequence, 

N.  B.  When  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs  is  formed,  the 
urine  difcharged  at  night  is  very  turbid  the  next 
morning.  The  balfam  of  copaiva  ought  never  to  be 
omitted  in  ^  the  cure  of  this  diforder ;  let  twenty 
drops  be  taken  on  fugar  in  powder  every  night  and 
morning.  If  the  diarrhoea  is  not  exceflive..  as  it 
feldom  is  at  the  beginning  of  a  phthifis,  I  have  often 
found  that  the  fubfequent  mixture  will  carry  ojff  the 
heftic,  which  generally  terminates  in  the  appearance 
of  a  rafh  : 

Take  of  Prepared  kali. 

Calcined  antimony,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Pure  water,  ieven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  nutmeg,  two  ounces. 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia, 
Tolu  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Of  this  mixture,  let  two  fpoonfuls  be  taken  every 
fixth  or  fourth  hour.  Or, 
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Take  of  Prfpared  kali,  two  drachnis. 
Mint-water  feven  ounces, 
Tinilure  of  afa-fcctida. 
Tolu  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

A  mixture.  Three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  to  which  may  be  added  (if  the  diarrhcea 
is  exceffive;  from  forty  to  eighty  drops  of  tinfture 
of  opium. 

If  the  diarrhcea  fhould  prove,  as  it  often  does,  the 
raoft  troublefome  and  dangerous  fymptom,  it  fliould 
be  reilrained  by  opiates ;  as  three,  four,  or  five 
grains  of  the  opiate  pill,  and  as  many  of  rhubarb,  which 
may  be  taken  at  bed- time,  to  be  repeated  occafionally: 
a  fcruple  of  the  aftringent  red  gum  may  be  ufed  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  the  tormentil  root 
but  the  boles  and  fealed  earths  are  worfe  than  ufelefs. 

Take  of  Blue  vitriol,  five  grains, 

Diffolve  in  an  ounce  of  tin6lure  of  cantharides.  Of 
thefe  drops,  let  twenty  be  taken  twice  a  day,  increaf- 
ing  the  dofe  one  drop  at  a  time  'till  it  amounts  to 
a  tea-Ipoonful.  They  have  often  effeQed  wonders; 
but  with  this,  or  whatever  other  medicine  is  ufed,  let 
not  the  balfam  of  copaiva  be  neglefted.  I  fhall  fub- 
join  two  more  formulae,  from  which  alfo  I  have  ex,- 
periencedihe  rnoft  defirable  confequences  : 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms, 

Extrafl  of  liquorice,  two  dfachms. 
Oil  of  anifeed,  forty  drops, 
•  Filings  of  iron,  two fcruples, 

•  Or,  r.'nre,  two  fcruples— as  the  heftic  h  Icfs  or  more. 

Mucilage 
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Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  as  much  as  is  fufncient 
to  make  an  eledluary. 

The  fize  of  a  walnut  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Gum  ammoniac,  a  drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  twofcruples. 

Squills,  ten  grains. 

Filings  of  iron,  one  fcruple, 

Baifam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  it  into  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  let  two  or  three  be  taken  night 
and  morning,    See  cough,  and  the  followino-. 


A 


EMPYEMA. 


N  Empyema  is  a  colleftion  of  pus  or  matter 
in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 


.  The  caufe.  The  rupture  of  a  vomica  :  this  pro- 
ceeds from  an  inflammation,  bruife,  or  wound  (if 
clofed  too  foon)  of  any  of  the  five  parts,  viz.  the 
lungs,  pleura,  diaphragm,  mediaftinum,  or  pericar- 
dium. 

The  diagnqjlics.  Twenty  days  from  the  time  that 
the  inflammation  began ;  from  the  figns  of  the  dif- 
appearance  of  a  vomica,  a  new  pain,  dry  cough,  fen- 
fation  of  preffure  on  the  midriff,  lying  with  eafe  on 
one  fide  only,  viz.  on  iAa^where  the  matter  is  con- 
gefted,  a  flow  fever,  expuition  of  purulent  matter, 
thirfl:,  the  face  fluflied,  the  eyes  hollow,  rednefs  of  the 

cheeks. 
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cheeks;:Cwelling  of  the  abdomen;  on  leaning  for- 
wards; Banger  of  fuffocation. 

Theprognojlics.  If  the  pus  is  whitifli,  and  of  good 
confiltence,  the  expuition  eafy,  the  refpiration  free, 
and  the  mind  calm,  thefe  are  all  good  figns  ;  but  if 
after  the  rupture  there  be  an  accumulation  of  pus,  pu- 
ircfaclion  of  the  fluids,  fanious  ftools,  and  hipocratic 
countenance,  it  may  prove  fatal. 

The  cure.  To  determine  the  pus  externally  muft 
be  attempted  at  all  events,  by  proper  medicines  or 
cutting  :  the  operation  is  to  be  performed  ■*  between 
the  third  and  fourth  rib  numbered  from  below*. 
In  the  mean  time  keep  the  body  open  and  give  tere- 
binthinates,  as 

Take  of  Common  turpentine, 

Olibanum,  of  each  what  quantity  you  pleafe,. 

Form  into  a  mafs  of  pills  of  five  grains  each ;  three 
to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  Qr, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce, 
Ba]fam  of  Copaiva, 
Sperma  ceti,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 
The  yolk  of  an  egg. 

Honey  of  rofes,  as  much  as  is  fufiicient  to  make 
an  elcftuary  ; 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

K  2  HAEMOPTOE. 

*  f  have  known  it  often  to  fucceed,  though  fomctimes  the  pati- 
ent diej  tabid.  After  the  operation,  ufe  detergent  injeftions  every 
day  of  barley-water  well  acidulated,  and  keep  open  the  wound 
for  foine  weeks  with  a  leaden  canuia. 


(    68  ) 


Haemoptoe. 

A    Spitting  of  blood  is  fometimcs  an  idiopathic 
^  difeafe  to  which  fome  perfons  are  fubjca  at 
times  for  many  years,  without  any  manifeft  incon- 
venience. 

The  caufe,  Teneritude  of  the  fibres  of  the 
lungs. 

The  diagnojlics,  or  concomitant  fymptoms,  are  fen- 
fation  of  forenefs  in  the  breaft,  of  weight  in  the 
diaphiagm,  a  huflvy  cough,  palHd  countenance,  lank 
hair,  .flabbinefs  of  the  flefh,  diflike  to  exercife. 

  ■  ^ 

The  progno/lics.    Bleeding  generally  enfures  a  fe- 
verer  return,  or  brings  on  an  incurable  phthifis.  If 
that  evacuation  has  not  been  premifed,  the  cure  is  not 
difficult. 

The  ingenious  Monfieur  Le  Sage  has,  in  his  ufual 
fprightly  manner,  graphically  delineated  a  fcene 
wherein  the  Grim  Monarch  is  reprefented  with  awful 
dignity,  conferring  the  do6toral  cap  on  all  thofe  me- 
dical Undents  who  take  a  folemn  oath  never  to  devi- 
ate from  the  prefent  method  of  praftice,  and  rank- 
ing them  among  the  number  of  his  trueO  anddearell 
friends.  In  bis  time  and  country,  the  picture  bore 
f\o  very  enlarged  features ;  but  in  this  enlightened 
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age,  and  In  a  nation  teeming  with  philofophers,  who 
will  take  nothing  on  trult,  whatever  deference  may  be 
due  to  a  generally  received  opinion,  it  can  certainly 
be  no  unpardonable  crime  to  call  the  propriety  of  it 
in  queftion,  and  if  it  is  found  unfupportable  by  ex- 
periments, to  militate  againft  it.  Of  this  kind,  it 
is  prefumed,  is  that  too  general  one  of  the  ncceflSty 
of  blood  letting  in  internal  haemorrhages,  v^hich  I  have 
often  feen  to  prove  higi.ly  pernicious,  and  produftis^e 
of  fatal  confequences.  Of  what  fignification  is  it 
whether  a  perfon  lofes  his  life  by  bleeding  fram  a  na- 
tural or  artificial  orifice  ?  1  once  knew  a  family, 
of  which  two  brothers  and  two  filters  were  each  at 
different  times  feized  v.'iih  an  hasmopcoe  ;  they  were 
all  bled  five  or  fix  times,  and  not  one  of  them  fur- 
vived  many  weeks  after  their  refpeftive  attacks  ;  ano- 
ther brother  was  taken  in  the  like  manner,  who  fuf- 
pecting  the  effects  of  the  lancet,  applied  tome,  and 
although  he  at  that  time  laboured  under  a  confirmed 
lues,  he  was  foon  (without  bleeding)  reftorcd  to,  and 
Itill  continues  in  perfe6l  health. 

Innumerable  inllances  have  I  been  witnefs  to,  of 
the  moH:  alarming  haemorrhages,  which  have  all 
yielded  to  the  ufe  of  vomits,  and  the  method  laid 
down  below,  without  a  fingle  application  of  the  lancet; 
if  th°n  (as  i;;  evident)  phlebotomy  is  not  neceffary  to 
the  cure,  is  it  not  more  eligible  to  preferve  that  im- 
portant (luid,  than  to  lavifh  it  away  without  caufe, 

and 
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qnd  thereby  dellroy  the  health  and  fliorten  the  lives 
of  thofe  who  commit  thcmfelves  to  our  care  ? 

The  cure.  I  never  failed  of  fucccfs  with  thofe  who 
had  not  been  bled.  The  firlt  thing  given  was  always 
the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Tartarlfed  antimony. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  two  grains*  ; 

This,  powder  fhould  be  taken  in  a  fpoon  half  full  of 
wate.r,  let  the  patient  flraih,  which  ftraining  he  may 
provoke  if  necefiary,  with  his  finger  or  a  feather,  but 
drink  nothing  'till  he  throws  up  fome  yellow  or  por- 
raceous  matter,  and  if  his  (icknefs  does  not  then  go 
off,  half  a.gl,ifs  of  raw  brandy  will  fetde  his  ftomach  ; 
if  that  fliould  be  returned  immediately,  which  isfome- 
timcs  ibe  cafe,  a  repetition  of  the  fame  will  anfwer 
t'xpeClation.  Cive  twenty  drops  of  the  balfam  of 
Copaiva,  night  and  morning,  for  feveral  weeks,  to 
prevent  a  return,  and  thp  fallowing  ele6luary  : 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  three,  drachms. 
Pure  nitre,  one  drachm, 
Piecipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  a  fcruple. 
Mucilage  of  g'-itn  arabic,  enough  to  make 
an  eleduary. 

The  fizc  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day.    So  long  as  the  Ipittle  is  in  the  leaft  tinged,  the 

following 

*  The  tartarifed  antimony  may  be  given  firft.  and  as  foan  at 
the  nauiea  commences,  the  vitriolimmediatcly  exhibited. 
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following  mixture  fhould  be  ufcd,  which  may  from 
the  firft  invaCon  be  drank  at  pleafure  : 

Take  of  Gum  arable,  t\vo  ounces,  diflblvein 
Pure  water,  a  pint, 
Pure  nitre,  two  fcruplea, 
Tolu  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  this  mixture  four  large  fpocnfuls  may  be  taken 
every  two  or  three  hours,  orlinfeed  tea.  three  tea-'cup- 
fuls  to  be  drank  two  or  three  times  a  day.  A  fcruple 
of  roach-alum  may  be  given  occafionaliy,  '  Or  the 
red  aftringent  gum.  The  conferve  of  rofes  may  be 
taken  at  pleafure.— See  "weaknefs  6f  the  folid's. 


HAEMORRHAGES. 


A  LL  Hasmorrhages  (the  piles  only  excepted)  te- 
quire  precifely  the  fame  treatment  with  the 
foregoing  article,  which  fee.  In  acute  diforders,  in- 
ternal haemorrhages  proceed  from  a  plethora,  but  I 
never  yet  met  with  one  inftance  of  a  chronical  hae- 
morrhage in  a  plethoric  habit. 


H  IC  CO  U  G  H. 
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H    I    C    C    O    U    G  H. 

THE  Hiccough  is  a  convulfive  motion  of  the 
ftomach  and  midriff. 

The  caufe.  An  acrid  irritating  matter,  ahering  to 
the  left  orifice  of  the  ftomach:  the  diaphragm  is  afFeft- 
ed  by  confent  of  parts.  Sometimes  repletion  may 
occafion  it,  and  fometimes  depletion. 

The  diagnojlic  is  fuflRciently  obvious. 

The prognoflics.  Sneezing  generally  removes  it, 
or  compreffionof  the  artery  at  the  wrifts  ;  or  frequent 
fipping  of  any  liquid,  or  flopping  both  ears  for  a  mi- 
nute or  two,  or  holding  the  breath,  or  a  fudden 
fright,  or  fixing  the  eyes  intenfely  on  an  objeLl  in  an 
oblique  direftion.  Proceeding  from  wounds,  pro- 
fufe  evacuations,  in  aflhmas,  or  at  the  clofe  of  a  ma- 
lignant fever ;  it  is  always  a  dangerous,  and  often  a 
deadly  fymptom. 

The  cure.  Emetics  and  cathartics  are  indicated, 
if  it  arifes  from  repletion;  if  from  depletion,  diapho- 
retics," diuretics,  opiates,  clyfters,  and  fomentations  ; 
as  the  common  fomentation,  or  tinQure  of  opium 
and  vinegar,  of  each  equal  parts,  to  bathe  the  pit  of  the 
llomach  with.  Of  die  following  formula,  the  prac- 
titioner may  feka  that  which  is  the  beft  adapted  to  the 
cafe. 

Take 
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Take  of  the  Muflc  mixtu.e,  five  ounces, 
Tindure  of  Callor,  two  drachms. 

For  a  draught.  Or  a  tea-fpoonful  of  thefe  drops 
may  be  taken,  and  repeated  pretty  often,  if  necef- 
fary. 

Take  of  Compound  linfture  of  lavender,  fix  drachms. 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia,  two  drachms. 

For  a  bottle  of  drops. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  fcruples, 

Tinfture  of  cardamoms,  two  drachms. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Spirit  of  horferraddifti,  two  drachms, 

A  draught,  to  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

Take  of  Vitriolated  natron,  one  ounce. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces, 
Tinfture  of  afa-foetida,  half  an  ounce, 
 Opium,  a  drachm. 

A  clyfter, 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfliorn. 

Aromatic  confeftion,  of  each  a  fcruple, 

Mufk  fifteen  grains. 

Oil  of  mint,  five  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a  bolus. 

Take  of  Caftor, 

Mufk  of  each  a  fcruple. 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  three  drops. 

Purified  opium,  two  grains. 

Syrup  of  fafFron,  enough  for  a  bole. 

Either  of  the  above  boles  may  be  given  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 

L  ERYSIPELAS. 


(    74  ) 


ERYSIPELAS. 

ERYSIPELAS,  or  St.  Anthony's  Fire,  is  an  ex- 
ternal inflammation,  which  generally  afFefts  the 
face,  and  fometimes  the  breaft.  St.  Anthony  was 
fiippofed,  like  many  of  our  modern  faints,  to  take 
great  pleafure  in  adding  to  the  raiferies  of  mankind ; 
but  in  thefe  times,  we  readily  exculpate  faid  faint  from 
having  any  hand  in  the  infliftion  of  this  diforder. 

The'cau/es.  Thofe  which  produce  an  internal  in- 
flammation, or  an  acrid  humour,  hears  and  colds,  er- 
rors in  the  non-naturals,  an  obfl;ru6tion  of  any  cufto- 
mary  evacuation. 

The  diagnofiics.  Swelling  of  the  part,  with  pain 
and  rednefs  inflammatory  pimples;  if  prelTed 
lightly  by  the  finger,  the  appearance  of  a  white 
fpot. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  removable  without  much 
difficulty ;  is  no  ways  dangerous,  unlefs  the  erupti- 
ons are  repelled  by  cold,  and  then  very  difagreeable 
confequences  may  enfue. 

The  cure.  Being  a  cutaneous  diforder,  venas- 
feftio-n  may  be  difpenfed  with,  which  cannot  be  necef- 
fary  when  any  eruptions  appear  on  the  fldn.  It  is  a 
common  obfervation  with  ignorant  practitioners,  that 
the  blood  which  they  have  let  is  exceeding  bad,  and 

it 
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it  is  much  better  fiicli  blood  fliould  be  out  of  the  bo- 
dy than  in  it :  if  this  argument  were  worthy  of  refuta- 
tion, it  might  be  afl-ccd,  Whether  drawing  off  a  pint 
or  two  from  a  pipe  of  bad  wine,  would  have  any  ten- 
dency to  meliorate  the  remainder  ?    Dr.  Sangrado's 
method  was  much  more  plaufible,  in  takihg  away  the 
whole  mafs,  and  refilling  the  veffels  with  the  hhrid 
warm  element.    If  the  blood  is  bad,  it  mufl;  be  meh'd- 
ed  in  the  body,  and  the  ufe  of  proper  alteratives  fs 
indicated ;  but  to  decreafe  the  quantity  of  it,  is  to 
lower  the  vital  powers,  to  render  nature  incapable  of 
performing  her  neceffary  funftions,  and  to  preclude 
the  good  efFefts  ofthofe  alteratives,  which  might  af- 
terwards be  adminiftered. 

Diaphoretics  will  greatly  affift  nature  in  expelling 
that  which  is  offenfive  ;  diuretics  are  exceeding  fer- 
viceable  in  this  diforder  ;  mild  cooling  cathartics  alfo 
are  of  confiderable  utility.    As  for  example  : 

Take  of  Elder  rob,  an  ounce. 

Pure  nitre,  half  a  drachm. 
Pure  water,  five  ounces,, 

A  gently  fweating  potion  to  be  taken  at  night  go- 
ing to  bed. 

Take  of  Spirit  of  nitrous  xther,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a  tea-fpoonful  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a  day. 

Take  of  Vitriolated  natron,  ten  drachms, 

L  2  Volatile 
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Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 
Pure  water,  three  ounces  and  a  half. 

For  a  piirging  draught,  to  be  taken  in  the  morning. 

As  external  applications  will  expedite  the  cure, 
the  reader  is  prefentcd  with  feveral  efficacious  ones 
below ;  though,  perhaps,  wetting  the  parts  two  oi 
three  times  a  day  with  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine, 
is  not  inferior  to  any  of  them. 

Take  of  the  internal  elder  bark,  two  ounces,  boil 
in  a  pint  and  half  of  water  to  a  pint ;  then  add  of 

Soft  foap,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Make  a  fomentation,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 
Or,  the  elm  deco6lion. 

Take  of  elder  leaves,  two  ounces,  boil  in  ten 
ounces  of  linfeed  oil,  ftrain  for  a  liniment  to  be  ufed 
as  the  above  fomentation,  Or  touch  the  inflamed 
parts  now  and  then  with  common  ink.  Or, 

Take  of  Camphorated  fpirit,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Compound  tindture  of  lavender,  three  drachms. 
Oil  of  amber,  one  drachm. 

A  liniment  to  be  ufed  morning  and  night.  Or, 

Take  of  Vitriolic  acid,  twenty  drops. 

Water  of  acetated  litharge,  forty  drops, 
Rofe  water,  five  ounces, 

A  Lotion. 

Take  of  Camphorated  fpirif,  an  ounce. 

To 
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To  be  applied  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  as  foon  as 
the  parts  are  dry,  rub  in  a  little  of  the  following  li- 
niment : 

Take  of  the  Ointment  of  white  calx  of  mercury,  an  ounce 
and  half, 

Effence  of  lemons,  twenty  drops. 

Make  it  a  liniment. 

NEPHRITIS. 

A     Nephritis,   is   an  inflammation  of  the  kid- 
^  neys. 

The  caufts.  The  fame  as  of  other  inflammations  : 
whatever  plugs  up  the  extremities  of  the  capillary 
arteries ;  a  wound,  a  bruife,  an  abfcefs,  a  tumor, 
lying  too  long  on  one  fide,  a  calculus,  whatever  hin- 
ders the  free  pafiage  of  the  urine  ;  whatever  forces 
the  thicker  parts  of  the  blood  into  the  urinous 
canals,  as  riding  hard,  running,  leaping,  or  a  ple- 
thora. 

The  diagnojlics.  DiflBculty  of,  or  uneafinefs  in 
making  urine,  fenfation  of  heat  in  making  ic,  perpe- 
tual inclination  to  make  it,  total  fuppreffion  of  ic,  a 
fever,  numbncfs  of  the  th;gh  from  an  affeaion  of  the 
:>foa3  mufcle,  bilious  vomiting,  coftivenefs.  A  Ne- 
)hritis  is  always  attended  with  a  fever ;  a  calculus 
lot  always.  In  a  Nephritis  the  pain  is  continual  ; 
in  the  calculus,  or  fit  of  the  ftone,  the  pain  intermits. 

The 
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The prognojiici  are  much  the  fame  as  in  other  in- 
flammatory dilbrders.  To  perfons  in  years,  it  is  moll 
commonly  fatal;  the  patient  often  falls  into  a  tabes 
dorfalis ;  fometimes  a  fchirrus  is  formed  ;  fometimes 
it  is  fuCceeded  by  a  palfy,  or  incurable  lamenefs.  a 
dropfy  alio,  and  atrophy.  If  a  calculus  is  formed 
from  the  concretion  of  the  fabulous  faburra  too  bulky 
to  pafs  through  the  ureter,  the  cafe  is  helplefs,  unlefs 
it  is  extra£led  by  the  knife  ;  this  operation  has  been 
performed,  bur  never  with  fuccefs,  as  the  author  ever 
knew  or  heard  of. 

The  cure,  as  in  other  inflammations,  venae-fc£lion, 
diluting  liquors,  emollients,  anti-phlogiftics,  clyfters, 
fomentations,  lenient  cathartics,  feroicupia :  if  the 
pain  is  very  excruciating,  opiates  :  Diuretics,  nitre 
excepted,  are.  improper  at  firft  ;  for  common  drink, 
the  almond  milk. 

Take  of  Syrup  of  marfti-mallows. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce, 
Compound  fpirit  of  ammonia,  two  drachms. 
Pure  water,  feveii  ounces,  by  agitation. 

Make  an  emulfion,  three  fpoonfulsto  be  taken  every 
fourth  hour. 

Take  of  Venice  turpentine,  half  an  ounce. 
The  yolk  of  two  eggs. 
Pure  water,  five  ounces, 
Linfeed  oil,  three  ounces. 
Oil  of  turpentine. 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  a  drachm. 

Syrup 
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Syrup  of  marfh-mallows,  two  ounces. 

xY  clyller. 

As  foon  as  bloody  water  is  evacuated,  give  honey 
and  oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce,  for  a  draught, 
and  let  twenty  drops  of  ballam  of  Copaiva,  orof  bal- 
fam  of  Peru,  be  taken  on  fugar  thrice  a  day. 

Take  of  Venice  foap,  four  fcruples. 
New  milk,  two  ounces, 
Pure  nitre,  a  fcruple,  ^ 
Syrup  of  marfh-malJows, 
Alcohol,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Make  a  draught,  to  be  repeated  twice  or  thrice  a 
dav. 

Take  of  Pare  nitre,  a  fcruple. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce. 
Tola  fyrup,  a  drachm, 

A  draught,  to  be  taken  every  third  hour. 

Take  of  Ointment  of  hog's  lard,  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms, 

A  liniment,  with  which  the  loins  may  be  anointed  two 
or  three  times  a  day. 

Take  of  Magnefia  alba, 
Sperma  ceti. 

Rhubarb,  of  each  two  fcruples. 

For  Gx  powders.  Let  one  be  taken  every  fourth 
hour,  'till  the  body  is  fuflicicntly  open. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

Pure 
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Pure  water,  a  pint, 
Acetated  kali. 

Syrup  of  marfli-mallows,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

A  mixture,  of  which  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  given 
every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Chio  turpentine  (diffolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg) 
half  a  drachm, 
Sperma  ceti, 

Acetated  kali,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  a^half, 

A  draught,  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic, 

Sperma  ceti,  of  each  a  drachm  and  half, 
Acetated  kali,  one  drachm  ; 

For  fix  powders,  one  of  which  fhould  be  taken  every 
two  hours. 

If  the  pain  is  exceeding  great,  as  it  often  is,  give 
three  grains  of  the  pure  opium. 

ULCER  in  the  KIDNEYS  or  BLADDER. 

TH  E  caufe  of  an  ulcer  in  the  above-mentioned 
is  either  a  calculus,  or  fomething  corrofive  re- 
ceived into  the  ftomach,  venereal  virus,  fcorbutic 
diathefis,  contufion,  inflammation,  obftruftion,  or 
erofion. 

The  diagnojlics  of  an  ulcer  in  the  kidneys  are  bloody 
urine,  of  a  foetid  fmell,  with  fcales  in  it  j  fanious,  or 

purulent 
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purulent  urine.  In  this  cafe  rhubarb  in  fmall  dofea 
frequently  given  is  an  admirable  medicine. 

Ulcers  in  the  bladder  are  more  dangerous,  and  of- 
ten attended  with  unfupportable  agonies.  In  an  ul- 
cer of  the  kidneys,  the  urine  is  difcharged  without 
much  difficulty  or  uneafmefs;  is  reddifh,  often  bloody, 
Avith  caruncles  in  it.  In  an  ulcer  of  the  bladder,  the 
difficulty  of  making  urine  is  very  great,  the  pain  dread- 
ful;  lefs  blood,  but  large  quantities  of  purulent  mat- 
ter accompany  the  urine,  elpecially  in  women* 

The  prognojlics.  In  habits  of  body  that  are  caco- 
chymic,  phthifical,  or  to  perfons  in  years  they  are 
alwavs  dangerous  and  often  mortal. 

The  cure  is  the  fame.  Lenient  purges  fhould  be 
given,  as  caffia,  rhubarb,  manna,  and  tamarinds,  for 
ihe  alvine  tube  muft  be  kept  open  ;  fmall  mead,  cool- 
ing ptifans,  a  milk  diet,  lime-water,  and  twenty  drops 
of  balfam  of  Copaiva  on  fugar  morning  and  night 
fhould  by  no  means  be  omitted.  Inje£lions  of  milk, 
lime-water.  If  the  pain  is  excruciating  (as  in  all  other 
diforders  without  exception)  die  ufe  of  opiates  is  de- 
manded; give  two  fcruples  of  olibanum,  and  three, 
or  even  four  grains  of  pure  opium,  made  into  a  bole 
with  balfam  of  Peru. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces. 
Soap,  one  ounce. 
Gum  guiacum. 
Jalap,  of  each  two  drachms, 
Balfam  of  Copaiva,  enough  to  make  an  elcftuary, 
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The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

Take  of  Socotr'ine  aloes,  one  drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Filings  of  iron,  of  csch  half  a  drachm, 
Vitriolated  mercury,  a  fcruple, 
Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  it  into  twenty.  ' 
four  pills. 

Two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Compound  tinflure  of  Benjamin,  fix  drachms, 
Balfam  of  Peru,  two  drachms, 

A  bottle  of  drops.    A  tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  twice 
a  day. 

The  folution  of  muriatic  mercury.     See  Lues. 

Women  declining  into  the  vale  of  years  are  ex- 
ceeding liable  to  internal  latent  ulcers,  which  gready 
referable  ulcers  in  the  bladder,  with  refpeft  to  the  vi- 
olence of  the  pain,  and  indeed  every  other  fymptom, 
the  pus  in  urine  excepted.  The  fubfequent  eleftuary 
has  always  anfwered  my  expeftation  in  removing  that 
troublefome  complaint,  and  I  would  recommend  it  to 
thofe  who  are  tormented  with  pain  in  parts  contiguous 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

Take  of  Elecampane,  an  ounce. 

Sweet  fennel  feeds,  half  an  ounce. 
Black  pepper, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  of  each  two  drachmsj 
Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  morning  and  night.  If 
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the  body  is  coftive,  add  two  draclims  of  jalap  to  it. 
Let  heralfo  take  twenty  drops  of  balfam  of  Copaiva, 
twice  a  day,  upon  brown  fugar. 

S     T     O     N  E. 

nn  H  E  Stone,  or  human  calculus,  originates  from 
a  concretion  of  fabulous  faburra,  chiefly  owing 
to  the  felenires  in  water ;  from  the  heat  of  the  body, 
laxity  of  the  fibres,  or  predifpofition  of  the  fluids  to 
depofit  this  earthy  matter;  perh^ips  from  a  deficient 
attraftion  among  their  own  particles  to  preferve  its 
fufpenfion  :  it  is  often  formed  into  a  hard  friable 
fubftance. 

The  caufes.  The  water  we  drink  feems  to  be  the 
chief  caufe,  which  has  more  or  lefs  of  an  earth  in  it, 
and  if  you  pleafe,  fomething  of  a  petrifying  quality ; 
claret,  ale  and  all  thofe  liquors  which  ferment  ftrono-. 
ly  in  the  flomach,  and  confequently  occafion  the  ter- 
reftrial  parts  of  the  urine  to  cohere  together  ;  the  ap- 
pulfe  of  an  acid  gas,  obftruQion  or  coar6iation  of  the 
urinary  canals.  Any  extraneous  fubftance  in  the 
bladder,  which  will  foon  form  a  nucleus. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  fenfation  of  numbnefs,  torpi- 
dity, or  painful  prefl'ure  in  ihe  thigh ;  naufea,  fre- 
quent retchings  ;  the  urine  thin,  bloody,  fmall  in 
quantity,  excreted  with  great  uneafinefs,  or  totally 
fuppreffed;  pain  in  the  glans  penis,  tenefmus. 
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The  prognofcics.  If  both  ureters  are  at  once  af'- 
fefted,  if  the  urine  is  totally  fupprefled,  the  extremi- 
ties cold,  or  the  urine  continues  bloody  after  the  fit 
is  over,  the  diforderwill  be  of  long  continuance,  and 
moft  probably  terminate  in  death.  In  ancient  per- 
fons  it  is  always  very  dangerous. 

The  cure.  This  dreadful  difeafe  authorifes  us  to 
fummon  every  poffible  and  immediate  medical  aflifl- 
ance,  as  clyfters,  purges,  anti-emetics,  oil  of  anijeeds, 
terebinthinates,  fat  broths,  fomentations,  opiates,  the 
catheter,  lithotomy.  To  prevent  a  return,  equal 
quantities  of  lime-water  and  butter-milk  fliould  be 
drank  at  meals,  and  for  a  conftancy  to  the  quantity  of 
three  pints  in  a  day.  Claret,  malt,  and  aii  ferment- 
ing liquors  fliould  be  abftained  from.  Spirits  of  all 
forts  (having  pafled  the  ftate  of  fermentation)  diluted 
Nvith  water,  are  noways  prejudicial.  Thofe  who  fwal- 
low  immenfe  loads  of  foap,  fliould  be  apprifed  of  the 
terrible  confequences  which  may  in  time  refult  from 
fuch  a  praftice,  viz.  a  putrefcent  acrimony  with  all  its 
horrors.  Incidit  in  Scyllam  qui  vult  vitarc  Charybdin. 
Half  an  ounce  of  live  quickfilver  may  be  fwallowed 
every  day  for  feveral  weeks. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Peru  (diflblved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg) 
two  drachms, 
Decoftion  for  a  clyfter,  five  ounces, 
Oil  of  olives,  two  ounces, 
l  infture  of  opium,  two  drachms, 

A  clyfter. 

This 
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This  v.iil  always  give  immediate  eafe  in  the  moft 
racking  pain.  About  twenty  years  ago  I  knew  an  old 
gentleman  who  was  exceedingly  tormented  with  the 
ilone  cliohc  ;  for  (bme  other  diforder,  I  have  forgot 
what,  he  took  TurHngton's  balfam,  and  co  his  no 
fmall  amazement  foon  found  himfelf  relieved  from  his 
fit :  on  everv  fucceedins  attack  he  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  medicine,  and  always  found  the  fame  effetl  from 
it.  I  have  tried  every  ingredient  alone  of  which  this 
balfam  is  compofed  without  fuccefs,  nor  could  I  ever 
find  out  to  what  combination  the  eflPe£l  is  owing;  but 
that  it  gives  eafe  more  expeditioufly  than  an  opiate  is 
a  moll  notorious  fatl,  to  which  1  have  been  an  eye- 
witnefs  numberlefs  times;  twenty  drops  fhould  be 
given  on  fugar  every  five  minutes  'till  the  pain  ceafes, 
which  is  generally  much  abated  by  the  fecond  dofe. 
Let  me  not  be  condemned  for  countenancing  a  quack 
medicine,  when  fo  many  of  my  brethren  fcruple  not 
to  prefcribe  an  empirical  powder  much  more  preca- 
rious in  Its  operation,  and  \)y  no  means  fuperior  to 
the  tartarifed  antimony  kept  in  the  fliops. 

Take  of  Vitriokted  natron',  two  ounces. 
Water,  fix  ounces. 

Tincture  of  afa  fcetida,  half  an  ounce, 
1  infture  of  opium,  two  drachms, 

A  clyfter. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Peru, 

^  Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  two  drachms. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  feven  ounces, 
Tindture  of  jalap,  an  ounce, 

A  mixture ; 
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A  mixture  ;  three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  morning 
and  night,  or,  as  there  is  occafion. 

To  prererve  the  patient  from  returns  of  this  hor- 
rid diftemper, 

^  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 
Venice  foap,  one  ounce. 
Grains  of  Paradife, 
Jalap,  of  each  two  drachms, 
Balfam  of  copaiva,  enough  to  make  an  elec- 
tuary. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  morning  and  night. 
Several  have  I  feen  who  for  many  years  had  not 
been  one  moment  free  from  pain,  perfeflly  cured  by 
this  eleftuary  ;  a  relation  of  what  it  has  performed 
in  a  vaft  variety  of  cafes,  would  be  enough  to  fliock 
the  belief  of  the  molt  credulous. 

Take  of  Liquorice  root,  three  ounces. 

Boil  in  a  quart  of  water ;  half  a  pint  to  be  drank 
twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 

Afa  ioetida,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Filings  of  iron,  ha  f  a  drachm, 
Precipiiated  fujpnur  of  antimony. 
Calomel,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Balfam  of  Peru,  fufficient  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  two  to  be  taken  at  night. 
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OPTHALMY  and  Difir^ers  of  the  EYES. 

AN  Opthalmy  is  an  inflammation  of  the  eye,  or 
adnata,  with  rednefs,  fwelling  and  difcharge 
of  a  hot  water,  or  matter.  It  is  commonly  divided 
into  ^/ry  and  7«oz/?  J  when  flight,  called  Phlogofis;  if 
there  be  feme  rednefs  in  the  albugineous  coat,  Ta- 
raxis;  when  the  eye-lids  can  fcarcely  be  clofed,  Chu- 
mofisj  if  accompanied  with  a  pi'ofufe  difcharge  of 
red  rheum,  Epiphora.  Suff^uflo,  PhlySlaena,  Glau- 
coma, Hypopyon,  Albugo,  and  Pterygium,  are  all 
to  be  treated  much  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  caxifc.  Some  irritation,  or  the  fame  with  that 
of  other  inflammations. 

The  diagnoflics.  It  is  known  by  the  red  color  of 
the  tunica  conjun6tiva :  the  other  diforders  of  the 
eyes,  by  a  diftillation  of  bloody  acrid  rheum  from 
their  angles ;  a  fcalding  water  ;  a  ccUeftion  of  matter, 
or  water  in  veficles  under  the  cornea ;  films,  motes, 
fpecks,  &c. 

Tht prognojiics.  If  it  continue  long,  it  fometimes 
turns  to  a  glaucoma,  or  cataract,  or  gutta  ferena 
(which  requires  the  internal  ufe  of  medicines,  as 
mercurials,  &c.;  In  general,  it  is  not  difficult  of 
cure. 
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The  cure.  If  the  eyes  are  glued  up  in  a  morning, 
let  them  be  bathed  with  warm  milk.  If  the  patient 
is  plethoric,  bleed;  then  give  a  gentle  purge,  fticb 
as. 

Take  of  Vltriolated  natron,  an  ounce. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 

Pure  water,  three  ounces. 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  half  an  ounce, 

A  purging  potion.  IiTucs  are  exceeding  fervicc- 
able,  veficatories  likewife  applied  to  the  temples,  be- 
hind the  ears,  or  to  the  nape  of  the  neck;  no  fmali 
advantage  will  refult  frorn  a  feton,  which  fhould  be 
cut  perpendicularly,  and  not  horizontally,  as  is  the 
ufual  cullom.  Sternutatories  fhould  not  be  omit- 
ted, as,  The  compound  powder  of  afarum.  Or, 

Take  of  White  hellebore  root,  a  fcruple, 
Florentine  orris  root,  ten  grains, 
Euphorbium,  three  grains. 

Of  this  powder  let  a  pinch  be  taken,  as  if  it  were 
fnufF,  every  night-  after  getting  into  bed. 

.  If  a  hot  water  diftils  from  the  eyes,  or  if  films,  fpecks, 
&c.  appear,  the  fubfequent  eye-water  is,  I  believe, 
not  to  be  excelled  ;  the  eye  may  be  waflied  with  it 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  as  much  of  it  allowed 
to  be  worked  in  the  eye,  by  frequent  v.'inking,  as 
can  be  well  borne. 

(J^*  Take  of  Acetated  cerufe,  a  fcruple. 
White  vitriol,  fifteen  grains. 
Camphorated  fpirit,  an  ounce. 
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A  collyrium.    Or,  if  that  gives  too  much  pain, 

Take  of  Water  of  litharge  acetated,  feven  drops. 
Rofe  water,  an  ounce, 

A  collyrium,  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a  day. 
Or, 

Take  of  Water  of  litharge  acetated,  feven  drops, 
Tindlurc  of  opium. 
Lime  water,  of  each  half  an  ounce* 

A  collyrium. 

If  the  fight  is  very  weak,  and  is  daily  impairing, 
put  a  drachm  of  allum  into  the  white  of  an  egg,  let 
them  be  well  whifked  up  together,  and  fmear  the  eye- 
brow and  eye-lid  with  it  every  night.  If  there  be  a 
fcorbutic  acrimony  in  the  fluids, 

Take  of  Mercury  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Gum  arable,  half  an  ounce. 
Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eleftuary. 

The  dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  morning  and 
night. 

In  opthalmies  proceeding  from  a  fcrophula  (which 
by  the  way  mod  ophthalmies  do)  the  bark  is  not  on- 
ly a  certain  but  expeditious  remedy,  as, 

Take  of  the  Red  bark,  an  ounce, 

Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 
Mucilage  of  gun*  ar*bic,  enough  for  an 
clefluary, 
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The  fize  of  a  walnut  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

When  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids  look  red  and 
raw,  or  difcharge, 

Take  of  White  calx  of  mercury,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  ointment,  an  ounce. 

Smear  them  with  a  feather  dipt  in  it  night  and 
morning. 

A  cataraft  requires  the  operation,  viz.  depreflion 
or  extraction  of  the  chryftalline  lens. 

If  a  gutta  ferena  is  curable,  it  mud  be  helped  by 
cleftricity,  fternutatories.  the  dry  vomit,  the  alumi- 
■nous  egg  application,  and  fuch  alteratives  as, 

Take  of  Mercurial  pills, 

.  .  -  Camphire  of  each  a  drachm, 
.  3  :  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  half  a 
'Hp  ar  c  drachm, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  to  make  them  in- 

Number  thirty-two ;  two  to  be  taken  every  night 
-or  morning. 
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CATARRHAL  FEVERS. 

CA.TARPHAL  Fevers  are  generally  flow  and 
mild,  exacerbated  toward  evening,  when  the 
equilibrium  of  the  atmofphere  is  deftroyed ;  they 
are  accompanied  with  pains  in  the  joints,  ftoppage 
of  the  nofe,  deafnefs,  head-ach,  cough,  and  liftlefs- 
nefs,  &c.  They  are  commonly  called  colds.  They 
produce,  when  neglefted,  innumerable  diforders,  as 
they  originate  from  an  abatement  or  obfiruftion  of 
infenfible  perfpiration  ;  if  that  perfpirable  matter  is 
retained  in  the  circulation  which  ought  to  have  been 
thrown  out  of  the  body,  it  may  foon  putrify,  and  oc- 
cafion  fevers  peffimi  maris.  Hence  obferve  how 
hazardous  and  frequently  fatal  (though  litde  fufpefted) 
that  cuftem  muft  be  of  bleeding  for  a  cold;  when 
no  plethora  fubfifts.  To  attenuate  vifcidities  few  me- 
dicines are  preferable  to  the  Acetated  kali. 
When  cold  is  firft taken,  an  opiate  (which  a6ls  by 
effecting  a  temporary  plethora^  if  not  coftive,  will 
often  remove  it  like  an  amulet,  as. 

Take  of  Tinftare  of  opium,  thirty  drops. 

At  bed  time.  Or, 

^  Take  of  Opiate  piU,  five  grains, 

Tartarifed  antimony,  one  grain, 
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A  pill  to  be  taken  at  going  to  bed. 

If  the  fymptoms  are  very  alarming,  give  two  grains 
of  rbe  tartarifed  antimony  well  rubbed  with  ten  grains 
of  white  fugar,  for  a  vomit,  drinking  nothing  during 
the  operation.  Either  of  the  following  are  exceed- 
ing efficacious  in  the  removal  of  a  cold,  and  far  pre- 
ferable to  bleeding : 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  a  drachm  and  half> 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Water  of  ammonia,  half  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup,  two  drachms, 

A  mixture.  Let  three  Ipoonfuls  be  taken  every 
fourth  hour. 

Take  of  Mercury  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Crude  antimony. 

Gum  guaiacum,of  each  two  drachms. 
Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eleftuary. 

The  quantity  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

N.  B.  Thofe  who  value  their  health,  and  are  lia- 
ble to  colds,  Ihould  lie  with  very  light  covering  in 
bed.  One  pair  of  blankets  is  at  all  times  fuffi- 
cient. 
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Cough,  Suff'ocLUlng  Catarrh  J  and  Hoarfenefs, 

A Cough  is  a  convulfive  motion  of  the  diaphragm, 
generally  owing  to  an  irritation  of  the  larynx. 
By  chewirtg  a  hard  cruft,  or  piece  of  fea-bifcuit,  on 
going  to  bed,  the  glands  will  be  emptied  of  that  acrid 
faiiva  wherewith  they  are  diftended,  and  confequent- 
]y  that  teafing defluxion  will,  be  prevented,  and  that 
tickling  fenfation  which  is  fo  troublefome  in  the 
ni^ht.  A  plailier  of  Burgundy  pitch  between  the 
fhoulders  will  wonderfully  relieve  a  cough  :  it  fhould 
be  worn  continually  for  fome  weeks.  If  the  thyroid 
gland  is  fwelled  fo  as  to  render  deglutition  difficult, 
apply  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  to  the  throat, 
and  a  veficatory  to  the  neck. 

The  fuffocating  catarrh  is  an  affeSion  of  the  larynx, 
when  the  afpera  arteria  is  irritated,  and  the  glottis 
conftringed,  fo  as  to  endanger  immediate  fufFocation. 
If  plethoric,  bleed  :  let  the  face  be  held  over  the 
fteam  of  boiUng  milk  ;  a  bread  and  milk  poultice  be 
wrapped  round  the  throat,  and  give  an  emecic* 
anti  fpafmodics,  opiates,  and  agglutmants. 

A  hoarfe- 

•  Take  of  Antimony  tartarifed,  ten  grains. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce. 
Of  this  let  a  tea-fpoonlul  be  taken  every  half  hour  'till  the  ef- 
li  produced* 
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A  hoarfenefs  is  an  alFefction  of  the  afpera  arteria, 
caufcd  by  an  efFufion  of  a  thin  acrid  lymph,  or  an 
abrafion  of  its  internal  mucus.  Half  a  pint  of  new 
milk,  with  half  a  pound  of  fuet  diflblved  in  it.  and 
drank  warm,  will  almoft  inftantaneoufly  relieve,  but 
is  by  no  means  a  pleafant  draught. 

^  Take  of  Sulphurated  oil,  five  drachms, 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  one  drachm. 

Of  this  bottle  of  drops,  let  ten  be  taken  on  fugar 
three  or  four  times  a  day.  It  is  an  admirable  me- 
dicine for  a  cough,  as  well  as  for  a  hoarfenefs. 

To  return  to  a  cough.  Nettle  feeds  mixed  up 
with  honey  into  an  electuary,  is  no  defpicable  reme- 
dy ;  the  iize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning.  Or  a  fpoonful  of  the  exprefled  juice  of 
turnips  twice  a  day,  fweetened  with  as  much  fugar- 
candy  as  will  render  it  palatable.  Or,  two  ounces  of 
garlic,  infufed  in  a  botde  of  mountain-wine,  a  glafs- 
ful  morning  and  night.  Or,  (which  exceeds  every 
thing  elfe)  balfam  of  copaiva,  an  ounce;  of  thefe 
drops  take  twenty  or  thirty  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 
Or,  balm  of  Gilead.  Twenty  drops  of  tinfture  of 
cantharides  in  a  glafs  of  water  night  and  morning, 
or  any  of  the  following  medicines,  the  efficacy  of 
which  may  be  depended  on. 

g^Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half, 
.  Elecampane,  fix  drachms. 
Myrrh,  two  drachms. 

Oil 
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Oil  of  anifceds,  a  drachm, 

Tolu  fyrup,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Take  of  Afa  foeiida. 

Gum  ammoniac,  of  each  a  drachm. 

Squills  powdered,  a  fcruple. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  as  much  as  is  fufHcient. 

Make  twenty-four  pills,  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Diluted  vitriolic  acid,  twenty  drops. 

Night  and  morning.    If  coflive. 

Take  of  Afafcstida,  a  drachm, 

Socotrine  aloes,  ; 
Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Squills  dryed,  a  fcruple, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  :  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
Or, 

Take  of  Afa  fcetida,  a  drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Socotrine  aloes,  of  each  one  fcruple, 
Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four. 

Take  of  Confervc  of  orange-peel,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  olives, 

Tolu  fyrup,  of  each  an  ounce. 
Vitriolic  acid,  enough  (9  make  it  gratefully 
acid. 

A  linflus  ; 
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A  linQus ;  a  tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  at  pleafure. 
Take  of  Coltsfoot-flowers,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Horehound, 

H)  flop,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  boil  a  liule  in 

a  quart  of  water, 
Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 

Make  a  mixture,  of  which  a  tea-cupful  n,ay  be  drank 
thrice  a  day,  or  oftner. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms, 

Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 
Myrrh,  one  drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an 
eleduary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  chefnut,  twice  a  day, 

PERIPNEUMONIA  GNOTHA. 

TH  E  Baftard  Peripneumony,  or  Humoral 
Afthma,  is  a  difeafe  very  different  from  the 
true  Peripneumony,  and  owing  to  a  redundance  of 
ferum  in  the  lungs,  which  are  overflowed,  as  it  were 
with  a  cold  pituita  :  this  phlegm  ftagnating  in  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  capillary  branches  of  the  pulmonary 
artery,  produces  effefts  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  a 
real  inflammation,  though  the  necelfary  difcriminalion 
is  to  be  made  with  great  facility. 

The  caufes.  A  deficiency  of  vital  heat ;  diminu- 
tion of  the  vis  viae;  reidundancy  of  ferum;  teneri- 
tude  of  the  muicular  fibre,  indolence  or  inactivity, 

preceding 
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preceding  diforders,  profufe  evacuations,  whatever 
puts  too  fpeedily  in  motion  tliat  which  ftagnates  in 
the  lungs. 

The  diagnofiics.  The  patient  is  at  firft  feized  with 
a  fudden  coldnefs  and  rigor,  and  lofes  his  ftrength 
very  fad  ;  palUd  countenance,  fenfation  of  wearinefs, 
lafTitude,  fliortnefs  of  breath,  fpafmodic  conftriftion 
of  the  lungs,  a  flight  heftic  fever,  ropinefs 
of  the  faliva,  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  fwel- 
led  ancles,  increafing  debility,  a  teazing  cough,  ano- 
rexia. 

The prognofiics.  It  is  a  very  fallacious  diftemper. 
Sometimes  it  terminates  (and  very  often,  in  cahedic 
habits)  in  fudden  and  unexpefted  death.  It  is  always 
attended  with  danger,  for  there  is  no  diforder  of  which 
more  perfons  die  ;  perhaps  every  one  is  peripneumo- 
nic  for  a  few  minutes  at  leafl  before  a  natural  death, 
becaufe  the  blood  that  is  propelled  from  the  right 
ventricle  of  the  heart,  from  the  declenfion  of  muf- 
cular  motion,  cannot  then  pafs  through  the  anfrac- 
tuous angufti^  of  the  lungs,  without  occafioning  that 
anhelous  refpiration. 

The  cure.  It  is  unneceffary  to  fay  that  in  this 
cafe  phlebotomy  would  be  deleterious.  For  common 
drink  give  the  compound  decoftion  of  barley  with 
large  quantities  of  hydromel ;  veficatories  of  no  fmall 
dimenfions  are  neceffary,  and  fhould  be  frequently 
repeated.    A  feton  fhould  be  made  on  the  fide  of  the 

O  fixth 
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fixth  vertebra  of  the  neck,  in  a  perpendicular  form  ; 
change  of  air  is  of  confiderable  utility,  though  even 
to  one  no  better  than  that  which  the  patient  was  in 
before;  acids  may  be  given  with  advantage,  for  the 
generally  received  opinion  that  they  are  inimi- 
cal to  the  lungs,  is  not  confirmed  by  experience  ; 
broths  are  ufeful.  A  tea  fpoonful  of  the  expreffed 
juice  of  garlic  may  be  admmiltcred  night  and  morn- 
ing with  great  advantage.  The  dry  vomit  muft  nor 
be  omitted,  as, 

^  Take  of  Blue  vitriol. 

Antimony  tartarifed,  of  each  feven  grains. 

For  three  powders ;  one  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a  week,  in  the  morryng  falling ;  let  the  patient  ftrain, 
without  drinking  any  thing  'till  fome  yellow  or  green- 
ifh  matter  is  eje£led,  and  then  if  the  naufea  does  not 
gooff,  take  half  a  glafs  of  brandy  ;  if  that  fhouldbe 
thrown  up,  a  repetition  of  it  will  foon  fettle  the  fto- 
mach. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Copaiva,  an  ounce, 

A  bottle  of  drops. 

Of  thefe  let  twenty  be  taken  on  lugar  night  and 
morning.  Whatever  other  medicines  are  ufed,  this 
ought  not  to  be  difpenfed  with.  Diuretics  are  Angu- 
larly ferviceable,  and  one  that  will  give  place  to  no 
other,  is. 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  cantharides,  an  ounce. 


A  tea- 
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A  tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Lenient  cathartics  are-abfolutely  neceflary,  which 
fhould  be  repeated  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient,  as 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  drachm. 

Gamboge,  fifteen  grains. 

Calomel,  ten  grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enopgh  for  twelve  pills. 

Two  or  three  to  be  taken  every  morning,  one  at  a 
time,  at  an  hour's  diftance  each. 

Take  of  Extradl  of  caiSa,  an  ounce. 
Four  figs. 
Liquorice  root. 

Senna  leaves,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Boiling  water,  four  ounces, 
Infufe  and  ftrain  for  a  purging  draught.    Or  the  fol- 
lowing, which  is  a  very  elegant  one  : 

Take  of  Senna  leaves,  three  drachms. 
Lemon  peel,  two  drachms, 
Tartarifed  kali,  ten  grains. 
Compound  decoftion  of  barley,  four  ounces. 

Let  it  be  poured  boiling  hot  on  the  ingredients,  and 
when  cold  ftrain  for  a  purging  potion. 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  five  fcruples. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  one  fcruple, 
Balfam  of  Copaiva,  enough  to  make  into 
pill«. 

Number  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  once  or 
twice  a  day, 

O  2  For 
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For  perfons  upwards  of  fifty, 

Take  of  Gum  ammoniac. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  a 

drachm. 
Squills,  afcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
See  cough,  and  the  following. 

N.  B.  In  a  confirmed  Hydrothorax,  give  Mr. 
Tickel's  Anodyne  sethereal  fpirit. 


ASTHMA. 

A  N  Afthma  is  a  difficult  and  laborious  refpirati- 
on,  owing  to  the  compreffion,  coarftation,  or 
obftruftion  of  the  pulmonary  vefTeis,  and  is  either 
continual  or  periodical. 

The  caufe  of  a  continual  afthma  is  a  compreflion  of 
the  veins,  bronchial  vefTels,  pulmonary  veficulae  or 
nerves ;  this  may  be  occafioned  by  a  hydrops  pe6loris, 
empyema,  phlegmon,  abfcefs,  vomica,  tubercles,  po- 
lypus in  the  blood  veflels,  coagulation  of  the  blood 
itfelf,  corpulence,  gibbofity,  adhefion  of  the  lungs 
to  the  pleura,  emphyfertWtous  tumours  of  them,  in- 
Hammation  of  the  Itomach. 


The 
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The  caufe  of  a  periodical  afthma,  is  a  comprefficn 
of  the  velfels  and  bronchial  veficulse,  owing  to  a 
flow  hahtiis,  or  acid  gas,  which  impedes  the  courfe  of 
the  nervous  influence  along  the  par  vagum,  and  in 
i'ome  meafure  expels  it,  not  leaving  a  fufficicncy  of 
vital  heat  to  diftend  the  bronchial  velicuisp  to  their 
ufual  extent;  this  appears  fooner  or  later,  as  the  fer- 
mentation in  the  liomach  is  fooner  or  later  performed, 
as  I  have  obferved  in  numbers  of  inf^ances.  It  com* 
moniy  flicceeds  other  diforders,  as  an  intermittent, 
variolas,  the  meafles,  catarrh,  peripneumony.  caco- 
chymy,  hyfterics,  and  unnecefTary  phlebotomy,  or  a 
fadden  change  oF  the  non-naturals,  efpecially  of  the 
air  :  It  leemsnot  to  be  an  idiopathic  difeafe. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  both  is  a  fpafmodic  conftric- 
tion,  coar&ation,  or  irritation  of  the  organs  of  refpi- 
ration. 

The  diagnojlics  appear  from  what  has  been  obferved 
above.  A  difficult  refpiration,  when  the  breath  is 
drawn  ofcener  and  quicker  than  ufual,  is  called  Dyfp- 
ncea  A  frequent  and  large  refpiration,  when  the  di- 
aphragm and  intercoftal  mufcles  are  violently  agitated 
with  fnorting  or  wiieezing,  is  termed  an  afthma.  The 
greatefl  difficulty  of  breathing,  when  the  patient  can- 
not fetch  his  breath  without  fitting  upright  in  bed, 
and  even  then,  not  without  the  vehement  and  operofe 
working  of  the  mufcles  of  the  breaft  and  fcapula,  is 
nominated  orthopncca. 


The 
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The prognojlics.  A  plethoric  afthma  is  eafily  cured, 
l  equinn^  only  the  difcreet  ufe  of  phlebotomy  or  cup- 
ping. A  fponiaiieous  diarrhoea  is  an  exceeding  good 
fign.  If  it  is  inveterate,  or  if  the  patient  is  advanced 
in  years,  the  cafe  is  difficult.  If  pus  is  formed,  it 
forebodes  convulfions,  a  phthifis,  or  dropfy.  If  ow  - 
ing to  another  dileaie,  it  requires  the  fame  treatment 
with  the  refpe6live  diforder. 

The  cure.  The  diet  fliould  be  taken  from  thofe 
things  which  are  eafieft  of  digeftion,  and  cc-nfequent- 
ly  ought  to  be  of  animal  fubftance,  which  will  not  on- 
ly digeft  with  greater  facility,  but  ten  times  fooner 
than  any  of  the  vegetable  tribe.  Milk,  fliould  be  ta- 
ken for  breakfaft  and  for  fupper  ;  broth,  fpoon-meats, 
and  much  the  fame  regimen  is  requifite  as  in  the 
phthifis.  A  clear,  dry  air,  exercife,  clyfters,  a  feton 
cut  in  a  perpendicular  direftion,  iflues,  a  Burgundy 
pitch  plaifter  between  the  fhoulders.  perpetual  vefica- 
tories,  frequent  emetics,  cathartics,  the  balfam  of 
Copaiva,  and  the  dry  vomit.  See  cough,  and  pe- 
ripneumonia gnotha. 

The  afthmatic  pills : 

8:1"  Take  of  Afa  fcetida,  a  drachm, 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples, 
Socotrine  aloes. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  one 
fcruple. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  twenty  drops. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty- 
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Twentv-four;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
Or,  if  very  coftive, 

Take  of  Afa  foetida, 

Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcrupies. 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  twenty  drops, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
Or,  the  ammoniac  pills  in  the  laft  article. 

If  opiates  may  be  given  with  fafety,  viz.  if  the  bo- 
dy is  fufficiently  open,  to  render  the  nights  more  to- 
lerable, and  to  procure  a  truce, 

Take  of  opiate  pill,  one  drachm. 

Make  into  twelve  or  fixteen  pills,  one  to  be  taken  at 
bed-time. 

i:^  Take  of  Antimony  tartarifed,  three,  four,  five,  or  more 
grains. 

As  the  cafe  requires,  for  a  vomit,  to  be  taken  faft- 
ing,  and  drinking  nothing  after  it,  for  two  or  three 
hours;  to  be  repeated  every  week  or  ten  days. 

The  following  eleQuaries  nave  been  extremely  fer- 
viceable: 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Elecampane,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  anifeed,  a  drachm, 
Tolu  fyrup,  fufficient  to  make  an  eleftuary, 

Dofe,  the  bigncfs  of  a  nutmeg,  every  morning  and 
evening.  Or, 

Take 
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Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce, 

Extract  of  liquorice,  three  drachms, 
Tolu  fyrup,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Tlie  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day. 

AUXILIARIES. 

Take  of  Shav-ngs  of  faflafras. 
Coltsfoot  flowers, 
Maiuenhair,  of  each  equal  parts. 

Of  this,  half  an  ounce  may  be  made  into  tea,  to  be 
drank  inftead  of  common  tea,  fweetened  with  honey. 

Take  of  Onions,  two  ounces. 

Boil  in  a  pint  and  half  of  water  to  a  pint,  ftrain,  and 
let  a  tea-cupful  fweetened  to  the  tafte  be  taken  two  or 
three  times  a  day.  Raw  onions,  with  plenty  of  pep- 
per and  fait,  may  be  eaten  every  day  to  great  advan- 
tage. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  fquills,  half  an  ounce, 
Tolu  fyrup. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce, 
"Vitriolic  acid,  twenty  drops, 

A  lin£lus,  to  be  taken  at  pleafure. 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  cantharides,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  a  tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  twice  a 
day. 

Take  of  Coltsfoot  flowers,  or  leaves,  an  ounce. 


Boil 
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Boil  in  a  pint  and  half  of  water  to  a  pint;  (^ueeze 
them  dry.  Let  this  pint  be  drank  every  days  very 
warm,  holding  the  face  firft  over  the  fteam,  white 
boiling  hot,  'till  cool  enough  to  drinks 

N.  B.    Half  an  ounce  of  horehound  may 
ded. 


C  E  P  H  A  L  A  L  G  i  A: 


EPHALALGiA  is  a  fenfatioH  of  pain  in  the 
head. 


Cephalaea  is  an  inveterate  (and  fuppofed  heredita- 
ry) pain  in  the  head. 

Hemicr0*iia  is  a  pain  in  the  middle  of  the  head. 
They  are  all  owing  to  the  ferae  caufes,  and  require 
the  fame  method  of  cure.  '  ' 

ThQ  cau/es, '  "LiitlQ  acrid  patricles  of  blood  or 
lymph,  which  vellicate  or  ^iftend  the  membranes  or 
nervous  fibrillac;  ftrong  liquors  drank  too  profi^ely, 
fpafms,  flaying  too  long  in  the  heat  of  the  fun^  im- 
moderate exercife,  intenfe  ftudy,  fermentation  in  the 
fioraach,  acid;  gas  or  halitus,  a  deficiency  of  heat  in 
the  encephalon,  a  plethora,  coftivenefs. 

The  diagnojlic  is  fufficiently  obvious. 


P 
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The  progno/lics.  If  fyitiptomatic,  it  is  to  be  profli- 
gated  by  the  removal  of  that  difeafe  which  is  the  oc- 
cafion  of  it.  The  more  fuperficial  the  eafier  it  is  to 
be  cured ;  the  deeper,  the  (harper,  and  if  of  long 
continuance,  with  the  more  difficulty.  If  accompa- 
nied with  a  vertigo,  noifc  in  the  ears,  flrabifrr.us,  or 
deafnefs,  if  not  removed,  it  will  terminate  in  an  apo- 
plexy, epilepfy,  or  hydrocephalus  internus.  If  attend- 
ed with  a  coma,  it  will  end  in  a  lethargy  ;  if  with  aeru- 
ginous  vomiting,  in  a  mania.  A  defluxion  of  blood 
or  pus  from  the  noftrils  often  cures  it.  Turbid  urine 
indicates  a  continuance  of  the  malady.  If  the  pain 
ftrikes  into  the  orbits,  is  accompanied  with  giddinefs, 
and  the  parent  be  advanced  in  years,  the  cure  is  ve- 
ry problematical. 

The  cure.  If  it  proceeds  from  the  ftomach,  give 
an  emetic.  If  from  a  plethora  (which  a  chronical 
head-ach  rarely,  if  ever  does)  bleed  or  cup.  If  from 
a  redundance  of  acrid  ferum,  which  is  a  ufual  conco- 
mitant, if  not  the  procatarclic  caufe,  aloetic  purges 
are  the  fureft  and  moft  expeditious  remedy.  Vefica- 
tories,  fetons,  cephalic  plaifters,  fternutatories,  di- 
aphoretics and  opiates,  are  all  indicated,  and  may  be 
madeufe  of  according  to  dif  difcretion  of  the  pia£li- 
tioner.  A  bliffer  may  be  laid  over  the  whole  head, 
and  kept  on  'till  it  comes  off  of  itfelf,  which  will  be  on 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  For  common  diink  valerian 
tea  is  excellent.  Sitting  for  a  few  minutes  with  the 
feet  immerfed  in  warm  water  will  fometimes  yield  in- 
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(tantaneous  relief.  Ginger  is  the  molt  excellent  of  all 
nervines ;  in  this  and  all  other  diforders  affefting  the 
nerves,  it  may  be  .  given  to  two  fcruples,  twice  or 
thrice  a  day  :  few  Jits  will  withHand  its  power.  Slight 
eleQrical  fliocks  will  often  remove  it.  Jf  external, 
which  may  be  known  by  increafing  on  preffure,  dif- 
folve  a  drachm  of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether, 
and  pouring  a  little  into  the  palm  of  the  hand,  let  it 
be  applied  to  the  pained  part.  If  an  old  and  crabbed 
cafe,  give  the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Blue  vitriol. 

Antimony  tartarifed,  of  each  two  grains  and  a 
half. 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  in  half  a  fpoonful  of  wa- 
ter, in  the  morning  fafting,  without  drinking  any 
thing  during  the  operation :  but  when  yellow  or  green- 
ilh  matter  is  thrown  off  froip  the  ftoraach,  half  a  glafs 
of  brandy  may  be  taken  to  remove  the  naufea:  if  that 
is  rejecled,  as  it  will  be,  if  there  is  more  corrupted 
bile  to  be  thrown  up,  a  repetition  in  a  few  minutes 
after  will  foon  fetde  the  ftomach.  Plaillers  of  Bur- 
gundy pitch  may  be  applied  to  the  temples,  or  be- 
hind the  ears.  A  fomentation  for  the  whole  head  of 
equal  quantities  of  tinaure  of  opium  and  vinegar, 
will  often  give  eafej  or  equal  quantities  of  campho- 
rated fpirit,  compound  tinclure  of  lavender  and  vi- 
negar. An  errhine  may  be  given  to  faufi'up  the  nofe 
of  brandy  and  vinegar  equal  quantities ;  or  of  cam- 
phorated fpirit.    Sternutatories  ought  not  to  be  omit- 

P  2  ted, 
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ted,  as  white  hellebore  rdSt,  or  afarabacca  lea\''es.  A 
pinch  of  either  (in  powder)  tb  be  taken,  as  rf  it  were 
ihuff,  everiy  night  after  getting  into  bed. 

If  the  pain  is  very  excruciating  in  the  night,  thirty 
or  forty  drops  of  tinfture  of  opium  may  be  taken 
at  bed-time,  and  the  next  morning  a  draught  given, 
compofed  of  an  ounce  of  aloetic  wine,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  cinnamon  water. 

Habitual  head-achs,  arifing  from  conftipation  of  the 
bowels,  foon  yield  to  the  following  pills  :  they  are 
indeed  a  noble  medicine,  and  too  much  cannot  be 
faid  in  their  praife.  The  author  has  ordered  them 
many  thoufands  of  times  and  they  never  difappointed 
his  expectations. 

^fljf  Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  one  drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  to  make  into  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  j  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning,  if  th?y  dp  not  open  the  body  too  much. 
Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 

'Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm, 
P/eeipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Calomel,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Thirty-two ;  two  to  be  taken  every  night, 

-fff  Tak& 


(  ) 


0'  Take  of  Prepared  kali,  half  an  ounce. 
Water,  a  pint. 


A  tea-cupfull  night  and  morning. 


If  the  patient  is  not  coftive,  and  the  pain  returns 
periodically,  give  the  bark. 


E    P   I    L    EPS  Y. 

N  Epilepfy  is  a  fudden  proftration  of  the  vis 


vitae,  with  a  violent  concuffion  of  the  mufcles, 
and  lofs  of  the  fenfes  both  external  and  internal.  It 
is  called  catalepfy,  caducus,  catoche;  morbus  facer, 
comitialis,  and  Herculeus. 

The  cau/es.    A  bad  conformation  of  the  encepha- 
Ion;  corruption,  or  erofion  of  the  meninges ;  quick- 
filver,  by  what  means  foever  conveyed  to  the  brain ; 
an  increafed  flux  of  ferum  into  the  head,  hydatides  on 
the  corpus  callofum,  violent  exercife,  profufe  venery, 
flrong  thinking,  a  fright,  all  vehement  affe£lions  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  excruciating  pain,  hyfterics,  ir- 
ritation from  worms,  toothing,  an  acrid  humor,  the 
infeftion  of  the  variolse,  the  obftruGtion  of  fome  fe- 
creiion  ;  various  forts  of  vapors,  as  the  fleams  from 
liquors  in  a  ftate  of  fermentation,  or  an  acid  gas. 


The 
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The  diagnojlics.  A  fenfation  of  weight  in  the 
head,  or  of  preflure  over  the  eyes ;  of  heavinefs  in 
the  joints,  frothing  at  the  mouth,  foolifhnefc,  tinni- 
tus aurium,  forgetful nefs,  a  thin  and  crude  urine, 
gnafhing  of  thq  jeeth,  a  deprivation  of  all  feel- 
ing :  palenefs  of  the  countenance,  inordinate  motion 
of  the  tongue,  flirieks,  clenched  hands,  fudden  fall 
to  the  ground,  dimnefs  of  fight:  from  the  violence 
of  the  paroxyfms^  an  eje£tion  of  food,  mucus, 
lymph,  or  bile  :  involuntary  (}ifcharge  of  urine, 
femen,  or  excrements ;  on  recovery,  no  remem- 
brance qf  what  had  paffed  ;  impaired  intellects, 

The prognojlics.  It  is  either  idiopathic  or  fympto- 
matic.  If  hereditary,  and  a  delirium  fupervenes 
after  the  fits,  it  is  incurable.  From  the  frequency 
of  the  fits  arife  lofs  of  memory,  dulnefs,  ftolidity,  pal- 
fy,  apoplexy,  and  death  itfelf.  An  involuntary  ex- 
cretion of  the  fbeces,  the  fits  being  of  long  duration, 
and  the  brain  primarily  affetled,  are  figns  that  the 
cure  will  not  be  effefted  without  great  difficulty.  If 
the  caufe  is  in  the  folids,  it  is  irremovable.  From 
the  injuries  which  the  nerves  fuffer  there  follow  con- 
traftions,  deformity  and  diflortions.  In  children, 
when  a  quartan  fupervenes,  the^^5go  off.  If  owing 
to  worms  they  are  eafily  curable ;  if  to  fpafms, 
and  properly  treated,  they  are  not  very  re- 
fraftory. 

The  cure.  In  the  paroxyfm,]et  aloud  noife  be  made 
in  the  ear,  and  apply  water  of  pure  ammonia  to  the 

nofe 
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-.afe,  or  blow  up  the  noftrils  a  little  white  hellebore, 
or  black  pepper;  bathe  the  temples  and  wrifts  with 
vinegar:  if  the  mouth  can  be  opened,  put  into  it  fif- 
teen or  twenty  drops  of  ojl  of  amber  on  powdered  fa- 
gar,  or  give  a  drachm  of,  tin£ture  of  caftor  in  half  an 
ounce  of  ftrong  cinnamon  water.  As  I  never  fav/  a 
plethoric  epileptic,  I  never  ordered  the  ufe  of  the 
lancet  for  any  one,  nor  can  I  think  it  by  any  means 
allowable.  Purges  are  often  proper,  and  of  confi- 
derable  utility,  even  twice  or  thrice  a  week ;  fd  are 
chalybeate  waters,  iflTues,  fetons,  blifters,  the  cold 
bath,  alkalis,  anthelmintics,  anti-hyfterics,  cardiacs, 
nervines,  opiates,  lancing  the  giims,  the  trepan,  elec- 
tricity,- and  the  dry  vomit. 

The  diet  fliould  be  of  animal  food  for  dinner, 
with  milk  conftantly  for  breakfaft  and  lupper  :  vege- 
tables of  all  forts  are  to  be  avoided,  wines  alfo, 
and  malt  liquors  ;  fpirits  diluted  with  water  may  be 
drank  with  fafery.  Gentle  and  frequent  exercife  is 
abfolutely  necefTary,  change  of  air  and  amufements 
are  not  to  be  neglefted. 

i:^  Take  of  Blue  vitriol,  -'  ■•• 

Antimony  tanarifed,  of  each  fev^n  grains,:  '; 

For  three  powders,  one  of  which  fhould  -be  taken 
at  leaft  twice  a  week,  in  a  morning  falling, :  let  the 
patient  ftrain,  without  drinking  any  thing,  'till  he 
throws  up  fome  yellow  or  greenifli  matter,  and  if  his 

fickneG 
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ficknefs  doth  not  go  off,  then  take  half  a  glafs  of 
brandy  ;  if  that  fliould  be  puked,  another  half  glafs 
will  perfe6tly  fettle  the  ftomach.  Nothfng  can  be 
more  mild,  fafe,  or  gemle,  than  one  of  thefe  vomits, 
and  I  have  known  great  numbers  of  perfons,  by 
whom  the  repetition  of  them  was  more  eagerly 
requefted  than  opiates  have  been  by  thofe  who  were 
in  pain, 

I  fhall  now  fubjoin  all  the  medicines  which  I  ever 
ufed  that  proved  efficacious  in  the  removal  of  this  dif- 
order,  and  manv  hundreds  of  cafes  I  have  been  for- 
tunate  enough  to  fucceed  in.  Let  it  be  added,  that 
the  dry  vomit  was  never  omitted,  excepting  in  thofe 
cafes  which  were  owing  to  worms,  or  fpafms,  and 
then  the  following  pills  and  drops  have  never  once 
failed  to  anfwer  expectation.  Gf  the  reft  the 
moft  proper  muft  be  left  to  the  choice  of  the  pre- 
fcriber.  ^ 

^  Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning,  wafhing  them  dowo  with  a  glafs  of  water, 
in  which  put  a  tea-fpoonful  of  thefe  drops  : 

d^r  Take  of  Afa  foMida,  Wo  ounces, 

¥or  a  bbttle  of  drops. 

•   Take  of  White  hellebore,  a  fcruple. 
Ginger,  ten  grains, 
Euphorbium,  two  grains. 

Of 
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Of  ihis  fnufF  let  a  pinch  be  taken  every  pight  after 
getting  into  bed. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  one  ounce. 
Valerian  root,  fix  drachms, 
Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  enouglj  for 
eleftuary. 

Dofe,  the  quantity  of  a  walnut  night  and  morning, 
wafhing  it  down  with  a  tea-cupful  of  the  following 


mixture 


Take  of  Piony-root, 

Mifletoe,  of  each  two  ounces. 

Boil  it  in  two  pints  of  water  to  a  pint  ;  to  the  cola«» 
tureadd  two  drachms  of  fait  of  wormwood. 

Take  of  Aloetlc  wine,  an  ounce. 
Spirit  of  cinnamon, 

Tindure  of  afa-fbetitia,  of  each  half  an  ONDCei 

A  draught,  to  be  repeated  as  there  is  ^Qg^fion, 

Take  of  Valerian  root,  an  ounce. 
Red  bark,  fix  drachms, 
Fa£litiou3  cinnabar,  half  an  ounce, 
Filings  of  iron,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Mucilage  of  guni  arabif:,  eqg^gfe  % 
cled^uary, 

Dofe,  the  fiz^  of  a  walnut  iHorning  and  evenings 
wafliiiig  it  down  with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  foU 
bv,ing  dropi,  in  a  g1afs  of  water  : 


O 


Take 
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Take  of  Volatile  tindture  of  valerian,  an  ounce. 

For  a  bottle  of  drops. 

Take  of  Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 

To  be  divided  into  fix  powders,  one  to  be  taker? 
twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Madder,  half  a  drachm, 

A  powder  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  See  Ce- 
phalalgia. 

FLATUS. 

"fT^  Latulencies  are  of  all  diforders  the  moft  common, 
and  have,  perhaps,  the  leaft  attention  paid  to 
tliem,  notwithftanding  that  few  perfons  are  free  from 
fome  difagreeable  circumftances,  owing  to  wind,  for 
the  too  rapid  efcape  of  the  a?rial  acid  from  vegetables 
eaten,  proves  the  fource  of  fome  of  the  worft  and 
moft  crabbed  chronic  cales. 

The  cailfes.  An  acid  gas  arifing  from  a  too  fpee- 
dy  fermentation  in  the  ftomach.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
imagine  what  a  variety  of  bad  confequences  are  pro- 
dnced  from  the  detention  of  elaftic  air  in  the  bowels. 
Many  of  thefe  diforders  are  by  the  common 
people  called  the  fpleen  in  men  and  the  mother  in 
women. 


The 
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The  diagnofiics.  Breaking  wind  upwards,  down* 
wards;  inceffant  eruftations,  pain  in  the  ftomach, 
rumbling  noife  in  the  bowels,  lofs  of  appetite,  heart- 
burn, four  breath,  fenfation  of  pent-up  wind,  bor- 
borvgmi  ;  acid,  or  nidorous  belchings  ;  bad  talte  in 
the  mouth,  tumour  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  ;  fwel- 
ling  of  the  abdomen,  or  the  right  epigaftre  ;  pain  in 
the  left-fide,  dyfpncea  head-ach,  fenfation  of  full- 
nefs  after  eating;  naufea,  efpecially  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  what  the  Scotch  call  dry  boaking ; 
obflrufted  bile,  coftivenefs,  paffing  of  worms  or 
flime,  fpafms  of  the  urinary  veflels,  fometimes  a  di- 
arrhoea, aQi-coloured  excrements;  in  females,  ge- 
nerally an  obftru6tion  of  the  catamenia.  Jt  is  almofl: 
an  infeparable  concomitant  of  all  bilious  or  gravelly 
complaints. 

The  prognojlics.  '  If  of  long  conunuance,  it  will 
require  feme  time,  tiut  no  great  difficulty  to  remove. 
If  the  wind  is  not  determined  downwards,  the  difor- 
der,  though  feemingly  cured,  will  return.  *In  fan- 
guineous  habits,  or  if  attended  with  an  habitual  diarr- 
hoea, it  is  moft  troublefome  to  manage. 

The  cure.  The  predominant  acid  in  the  ftomach 
is  to  ,  be  corrected  and  deftroyed  by  alkalis,  eme- 
tics and  eccoprotics ;  the  wind  is  to  be  expelled  by 
proper  carminatives,  nervines,  and  cardiacs;  the 
alvine  tube  to  be  kept  open  by  aloetics,  or  antimo- 
niali;  if  accompanied  with  a  diarrhoea,  give  the 
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barley  with  opiates  ;  ginger,  caftor,  opiate  confeflion, 
tifkure  of  afa  fcerida,  and  fuch  like.  A  milk  diet, 
at  lead  morning  and  evening,  is  very  advifable. 
Abftinence  from  fruit,  vegetables,  malt,  and  other 
fermenting  liquors,  is  indifpenfably  necelTary  ;  ani- 
tnal  food,  and  fpirits  diluted  with  water  may  be  ufed 
fafely,  and  the  warmer  any  liquid  is  drank  the  bet- 
ter. Pains,  ficknefs,  and  common  diforders  of  the 
ilomach,  are  fooneft  removed  by  half  a  pint  of 
boiling  water  taken  as  hot,  and  as  fafl.  as  it  can  be  fup- 
ped.  Obftinate  fixed  pains  in  the  fides  and  loins, 
of  many  years  {landing,  have  foon  yielded  to  the 
following  carminative  : 

Take  of  Bay  berries,  fix  drachms. 

Grains  of  paradife,  two  drachms, 
Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  . of  each  two  fcruples. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  enough  to  make  an  elec- 
tuary ; 

The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and 
mbrnrng. 

This,  though  not  a  pleafant,  is  a  mod  powerful  me- 
dicine, the  wonderful  efficacy  of  which  I  have  expe- 
rienced in  a  great  many  thoufands  of  inftances.  Elaf- 
tic  air  pent  up  in  the  veffels,  is  often  the  caufc  of 
thefe  fixed  pains,  as  well  as  of  rheumatic  complaints 
(•Cv'hich  may  be  known  to  bb  the  caufe  bv  their  being 
worlc  in  bed)  And  of  vagrant  fpafms.  In  fuch  cafes, 
feme  chalibeate  water,  with  half  as  ttiuch  boiling  wa- 
ter 
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ter  poured  on  it,  fliould  be  drank  to  the  quantity  of 
half  a  pint  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Ifattended  with  a  diarrhoea. 

Take  of  Opiate  confedion,  an  ounce. 
Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 
Grains  of  paradife,  three  drachms. 
Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm. 
Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  eleftuary. 

The  quantity  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  of 
thrice  a  day. 

The  following  tin6lure  is  well  deferving  of  a  place 
in  the  Ihops : 

Take  of  Bay  berries,  two  ounces. 

Grains  of  paradife,  one  ounce. 
Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 
Proof  fpirit,  a  pint  j 

Digefl  without  heat  for  three  days,  ftrain  and  fign  the 
carminative  tindure. 

Take  of  the  above  Carminative  tinfture. 

Volatile  tindlure  cf  valerian,  of  each  aa 
ounce. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
Or, 

Take  of  the  above  Carminative  tinfture,  an  om'ce  and 
half. 

Tincture  of  Afa  foetida,  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  half  an  ounce, 

or 
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Of  thefe  drops,  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  night 
and  morning. 

If  coftive, 

Take  pf  Socotrine  aloes,  a  drachm, 

0;:$'  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning,  walhing  them  down  with  two  rea-lpoon- 
fuls  of  either  of  the  above  drops.  Or  if  not  very 
coUive. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 
Jifa.  foetida. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Long  pepper,  half  a  drachm, 
Oil  of  amber,  twenty  drops. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

Number  thirty-two  ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing, taking  after  them  a  tea  fpoonful  of  the  follow- 
ing drops : 

Take  of  Chian  pepper,  or. 

Long  pepper  powdered,  half  an  ounce, 
French  brandy,  a  gill, 

Digeft    without  heat  for  three   days,  and  fihre, 
Drops. 

Take  of  Carraway  feeds,  three  drachms, 
Galangal,  one  drachm, 

Of  this  powder,  a  tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  occafi- 
onally  (when  much  oppreffed  with  wind)  in  a  glafs 

of 
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of  water,  with  a  tea-fpoonful  of  the  lad  mentioned 
drops. 

To  redore  the  overftrained  fibres  to  their  pro- 
per tone,  after  the  llomaeh  aud  bowels  are  well 
cleared, 

Take  of  Diluted  vitriolic  acid,  half  an  ounce, 

Cf  thefe  drops  let  twenty  or  thirty  be  taken  thrice 
a  day. 

It  might  not  be  amifs  to  propofe  the  following 
queftions  to  every  patient  in  all  chronical  complaints, 
viz^  Have  you  any  thing  of  the  heart  burn  :  any 
fournefs  or  heat  \ti  your  ftortiach  ?  does  water  ever 
rile  in  your  mouth  in  the  morning  ;  do  you  feel  a 
nawifea  or  ficknefs  at  your  flomach  in  the  morning  ; 
are  you  cppreffed  with  wind  in  your  bowels  :  do 
you  find  e'afe  in  difcharging  it  ;  does  it  ever  rife 
up  in  your  throat,  or  feem  to  fly  between  your 
Ihoulders  j  have  you  any  pain  in  your  left  fide,  do 
you  feel  a  fort  of  weight  or  preiTure  over  your  eyes, 
have  you  a  fenfation  of  fullnefs  after  eating,  a  flutter- 
ing about  your  heart  ?  any  hard  fwelling  at  the  pit  of 
your  ftomach,  or  on  the  tight  fide  of  it ;  do  you 
not  feel  a  faintnefs  and  finking  within  you  ;  are  you' 
coftive  ;  do  you  find  any  difficulty  or  uneafinefs  in 
making  urine  ;  does  it  feem  hot ;  do  you  ever  void 
any  worms  or  flime  ?  A  fingle  afiirmative  to  either 
of  thofe  queftions  will  warrant  the  ufe  of  one  of 
the  above  formulae,  mutatis  mutandis,  according  lo 
the  circumRances  of  the  cafe;  a  due  combination' 

of 
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of  fuch  antlfparmodics,  carminatives,  and  antacids, 
keeping  open  the  intertinal  canal ;  or  retraining  the 
alvine  difchargc,  if  exceffive ;  will,  to  the  no  fmail 
furprife  pf  the  praftitioner,  in  a  vaft  variety  of  chro- 
iiic  cafes,  foon  rcftore  the  unhappy  fufFerer  to  a 
perfea  ftate  of  health,  by  removing  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe,  as  the  writer  of  this  has  joyfully  experi- 
enced in  many  thoufandsof  inftances  every  year,  for 
thefe  twenty  years  pad. 


HYPOCHONDRIA. 

THE  hypochondriacal  affeftion,  melancholy, 
or  lownefs  of  fpirits,  is  a  fort  of  delirium 
without  a  fever.  This  dilbrder  is  commonly  fuppofed 
to  originate  from  the  imagination,  becaufe  it  is  in- 
tenfely  fixed  on  one  particular  objeft ;  but,  in  faft, 
it  is  entirely  owing  to  a  laxity  of  the  mufcuiar  fibres 
throughout  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem. 

The  caufe.  A  deficiency  of  the  vital  heat  in  the 
cerebrum,  (a  caufe  diametrically  cppofite  to  that 
which  produces  the  phfcniiis,  though  the  effects  are 
fimilar)  this  may  be  expelled  iherelrom  hy  that,  what- 
ever it  is,  which  diffipates  the  ipore  fluid  parts,  and 
fixes  the  rell:,  as  agrypnia,  p^-oliife  venery,  and  acid 
gas,  any  excelTive  evacuation,  particularly  that  of 
infenfible  perfpiration ;  grigf,  ^ifappointment,  fear; 

the 
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the  immoderate  ufe  of  fallads,  fruits,  vegetables  of 
all  forts,  fugar,  fermenting  liquors,  vinous  or  malt  • 
indigellion,  flatulencies,  a  fedentary  life,  fevere  ftu- 
dies,  want  of  exercile,  indolence. 

The  diagnoflics.  The  abfurdity  of  the  patient's  be- 
haviour, inadivity.  diflike  to  motion,  anorexia,  bor- 
borygmi,  coftivenefs,  oppreflion  from  wind,  frequent 
lighing,  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  great  dejection, 
proftration  of  the  vital  powers,  internal  finkings, 
load  ai  the  ftomach,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  tacii 
turniry,  wild  incoherent  difcourfe,  ridiculous  no- 
tions, the  mind  being  fixed  on  one  obje6V. 

The  prctgnojlics.  An  appearance  of  the  piles  is  a 
good  figh.  It  is  fomttimes  very  tedious,  but  feldom 
very  difficult  to  cure.  If  improper  methods  are  ufed, 
iuch  as  bleeding,  &c.  it  often  terminates  in  madnefs, 
biindnefs,  an  epilepfy,  or  apoplexy. 

The  care.  Draw  off  the  patient's  attention  from 
his  favourice  objecfl  as  much  as  poflible.  Exercife 
■mutl  be  taken,  generous  wines  may  be  drank  freely, 
as  mowntain,  red  port,  or  madeira:  or,  which  is 
more  eligible,  fpirits  diluted  with  water  without  fugar. 
The  moft  nourifhing  diet  is  necelTary,  as  milk,  meat 
broths,  particularly  of  pork;  flrong  foups,  jellies, 
fago,  vermicelli,  flummery,  falep,  eggs ;  all  forts  of 
fheil-fiih;  as  lobUers,  crabs,  oyfters,  &c.  flat  filh ; 
as  tutbots,  Ikait,  dories,  plaice,  &c.  foups  made  of 
iampreis,  cr  cray-fifh ;  every  fpecies  of  wild  fow?. 

^  cfpecially 
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tfpedally  groufc,  partridges,  and  pigeons;  anv  ani 
nial  food  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  often  rcpeaf. 
ed.  He  Ihould  abftain  from  vegetables,  fruit,  fugar, 
and  malt  liquors.  In  this,  or  any  other  cafe  arifuig^ 
from  we.knefs  of  the  folids,  bleeding  is  inadmiffib!e  : 
It  Would  be  prepofterous  pratlice  indeed  to  bleed  an 
-hypochondriac.  Let  the  patient  drink  the  chaly- 
beate waters,  ufe  carminatives,  very  mild  cathartics, 
corroborants,  aromatics,  tcetids,  perfumes,  volatilcs, 
llernutatories,  aloetics,  emetics,  mercurials,  biiRcrs, 
letons,  fteel,  the  cold  bath,  infufion  of  horfe  rhadifli, 
valerian  tea  and  gmger.  See  Flatus  and  p:pihepry, 
under  which  articles  there  is  fcarce  one  prefcription 
that  is  not  of  confiderable  utility  in  this  malady.  Be- 
gin the  cure  with  the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Tartarifed  antimony. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  dach  fev'en  grainsj 

For  three  powders,  one  to  be  taken  on  an  empty  fto- 
mach  twice  a  week.  Either  of  the  under-mentioned 
pills  may  be  given  to  vaft  advantage,  as  gentle  cathar- 
tics; they  have  been  often  proved; 

Take  of  Extraft  of  black  hellebore. 

Aloe  pills,  of  ^ach  a  drachm. 

For  twenty-four  pills;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
'morning, 

Take  of  Afa  foetida,  a  drachm, 
f^.  docotjine  aloes, 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  naif  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fufficient : 
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f  ilis,  number  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  morn- 
ing  and  night.  Or, 

^  Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a  drachm. 
Filings  of  iron, 

Preci{>itated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  half 
a  drachm, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four ;  two  morning  and  night. 


Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms,  - 1 

Compound  powder  of  myrrh. 
Ginger,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 
Tartarifed  iron,  a  drachm,- 
Tinfture  of  cantharides,  enough  to  make  an 
eledtuary. 

Of  which  (if  not  collive)  the  fize  of  a  chefnut  may 
be  taken  morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Volatile  tiniSure  of  valerian,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  two  tea-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  in  a 
glafs  of  raounram  wine  twice  or  thrice  a  .ciay. 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  afTarabacca, 

White  hellebore  root,  of  each  a  fcruple. 

Of  this  fnufi  let  a  pinch  be  taken  every  night  at  bed 
lime.  Errhines  feem  to  deferve  a  much  higher  rank 
in  practice  than  they  have  hitherto  obtained. 

Take  of  Diluted  vitriolic  acid,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  give  twenty-five  thrice  a  day. 


APOPLEXY 
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APOPLEXY. 

AN  Apoplej(y  Is  a  fu/dden  abolition  of  the  exter- 
nal and  internal  fcnfes,  and  of  all  voluntary 
motion,  with  fometimcs  a  full  pulfe  and  large  refpi- 
ration. 

There  are  fpur  fpccies  or  degrees  of  it. 

The  firfl;  is  when  the  patient  breathes,  during  the 
paroxyfm,  in  a  manner  very  Ijttle  different  from  thai 
in  perfe6l  heakh. 

The  fecond,  when  the  refpiratjon  is  intermitting, 
anhelous  and  inordinate. 

7'he  third,  when  the  breath  cannot  be  fetched 
tvithour  great  llruggling,  and  nature  is  obliged  to  ex- 
ert all  her  efforts  to  carry  on  a  mofl:  operofe  refpira- 
tion. 

The  fouTfh,  when  rcfpiration  for  fome  time  totally 
Ceafcs. 

The  caufe  vs  that  which  w  holly  impedes  the  efflux 
of  the  nervous  influence  into  the  cellular  coats  (.f 
fhe  organs  of  fenfe  and  motion.  One  would  ima- 
gine that  the  ancit  n!s  we.-e  acquainted  with  the  real 
caufe  of  it,  from  the  derivation  of  its  name  Apo- 
plcxia  from  Apopletto  to  flrike.    The  above  efleft 

inay 
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may  be  produced  (though  it  feldom  is)  from  a  ple- 
thora, and  too  great  an  accumulation  of  blood  in 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  but  much  more  com- 
monly proceeds  from  a  deficiency  thereof,  and  a  re- 
dundance of  vifcid  ferum  :  as  alfo  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  predifponent  caufes,  a  large  head,  thick 
neck,  corpulence,  fpafmodic  contraftions  of  the  vef- 
fpls,  olfeous  protuberances  within  the  cranium,  acri- 
mony of  the  lymph,  irregularity  of  the  non-naturals, 
a  too  liberal  ufe  of  narcotics,  Irequent  ebriety,  ex- 
travafated  blood :   inordinate  venery,  efpecially  of 
perfons  in  the  decline  of  life ;  the  afFeHions  of  the 
mind,   an  acid  gas,  blows,  bruifes  and  mercurial 
vapors. 

The  iiagnoflics.  Preceding  the  paroxyfm,  dim- 
nels  of  fight,  lofs  of  memory,  a  fudden  and  acute 
pain  in  the  head,  fweUing  of  the  jugulars,  vertigo, 
an  unufual  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  fupine  indo» 
lence,  drowfinefs,  ofcitancy,  tremblings,  a  ftrong 
pulfe  and  rednefs  of  the  face.  The  reader  may  ob- 
ferve  that  the  figns  are  given  indifcriminately  of 
the  fanguij;eous  *  and  ferous  apoplexy.  In  the  pa- 
roxyfm, deprivation  of  all  fenfe  and  motion  :  the 
eyes  are  clofed,  as  if  he  was  dead:  fnoring,  an  un- 
equal interrupted  refpiration,  infenfibility. 

The  prognnjlics.  The  fourth  degree  is  always  fatal, 
becaufe  the  conduElors  from  the  cerebellum  are  af- 

feQed. 

■  I  never  yet  favV  eai  fingulneous  apoplexy. 
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fe^ed,  If  the  pulfe  is  weak,  refpiration  difficult,  the 
patient  old,  or  has  been  feized  before  in  the  fame 
manner-,  loud  fnorjng,  cold  fweats,  frothing  at  the 
mouth;  tbefe  are  all  fymptoras  of  a  fatal  tendency. 
4n  apoplexy  gfte.n  tetminates  in  a,  palfy  A  ftrong 
p^^lje.is  a  %n  of  recovery  i  if  fucceeding  phleboto- 
ttty,'  the  l^atjent  vyill  undoubtedly  do  well. 

■  Th^cum  Let  the  patient  be  laid  on  his  back,  with 
his  head  raifed.  If  plethoric,  bleed  ;  which  will  pre- 
fently  relieve  by  removing  the  caufe.  Hippocrates 
^i^ith  great  juftice  afferts,  that  yenaefed ion  always  kills 
QX  cures  in  an  apoplexy :  the  reafon  is  evident,  be- 
it  is  always  owing  to  too  much,  or  too  little 
blood.  Proper  means  to  be  ufed  are  flernutatories, 
^vpe^ics^  veficatories,  particularly  to  the  feet,  cathar- 
tics, and  corroborants. 

/  in  the  fir,  if  cacochymic  (as  is  mc'ft  commonly  the 
eafb):  he.  fbould  be  rubbed  with  warm  flanntl.  or 
Ij^tired  with  refti'f?4'd  fpirit,  or  aether,  and  inftead  of 
poleboto.my  ufe  efrhfnes.  Bleeding  is  too  generally 
^crfbrm^d>  in  fits  of  -all  forts,  though  there  are  very 
inftances  in  -^vhich  they  do  not  originate  from  a 
Jsxtty  of  fibrds  and  deficiency  of  blood.  Fhofewho 
<^r6  f;)  feufy' with  the  lancet  ought  to  be  reminded  that 
^herc  is  as  yet  ho- repeal  of  the  fixih  commandment. 

Xsl^c  of  White  hellebore, 

Loqg  pepper,  of  each  a  fcruple,' 
iLi.i|->Iior'oiumj  feven  grains ; 

Lcl 
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Let  forae  of  this  powder  be  blown  up  the  nofe  thfoUgit 
a  quill ;  or  fome  tobacco  fmoke,  or  a  little  of  the -fol* 
lowing  errhine, 

Take  of  CanSpherated  fplrit, 

■Brandy,  of  each  an  ouncCj  ; 
Water  of  ammonia,  half  an  ounce/ 

An  errhine  and  fotus 

A  fomentation  alfo  for  the  head  may  be  ufed  of 
fpirits  of  wine,  compound  tinfture  of  lavender  and 
oil  of  amber,  equal  parts.  A  clyfter  Ihould  b^  in- 
jeQcd  as  loon  as  poffible,  as,  •  .  « 

Take  of  Tofaacco> 

Rue,  of  each  a  handful,- 
Penny-royal, 

Colocynth,  of  each  two  drachrtls. 

Boil  in  ten  ounces  of  water/  ftrain,  and  adminiffer  it 
warm.  As  foon  as  poffible  .give  the  following  purge, 
or  vomit : 

Take  of  Senna  leaves. 

Tamarinds,  of  each  airi  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  three  drachms, 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  a  fcruple, 

Macerate  in  twelve  ounces  of  boiling  water.  Of  the 
colaiure  give  two  ounces,  every  hour  'till  it  purgC3 
fiifhcientiy.  Or, 

Take  of  Tartarifed  antimony, 

Vitriolated  mercury,  of  each  five  grains> 
*lue  vitriol,  three  grains. 

An 
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Ah  emetic,  drinking  nothing  during  the  operation^ 

To  prevent  a  teturn,  let  him  take  two  tea-fpoon- 
fuh,  twice  a  day,  of  drops,  confifting  of  equal  part; 
of  volaiile  tinaure  of  valerian  and  compound  tinc- 
ture of  lavender,  with  one  of  the  fabfequcnt  eleai?- 
aries,  or  pills  : 

Take  of  Valerian,  an  ounce. 

Ginger,  fix  drachms, 

Jled  fulphurated  mercury,  two  drachcis. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eledtuary,- 

t)ofe,  the  quantity  of  a  nutmeg,  thrice  a  day^ 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce, 
Caftor, 

Galangal,  of  each  two  drachms. 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  fufRcient  for  an  eiec 
tuairy,  as  before, 

Take  6f  Sotctrind  aloes. 

Long  pepper,  of  each  i  drachm'. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four;  (wo  fo  be  taken  morning  and  everr- 
ing. 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum.a  drachm  and  half. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  aniimony,    half  « 

drachm, 
Vitriolated  mercury,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyf up,  eri6ugh  for  pills, 

'twenty-four  ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning, 
wafhing  them  down  with  four  fpociifuls  of  the  cam  - 
phire  mixture. 


PA  L  sy. 
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PALSY. 

A  Palfy  is  a  laxity,  or  immobility  of  a  particular 
jTx.  part,  fomecimes  with  a  deprivation  of  the  fenfe 

f  feeling.  If  the  whole  fide  is  afPe6led,  it  is  called 
'  lemiplegia. 

The  cau/e.  A  fiidden  Ihock,  from  fome  impedi- 
•nent  to  the  courfe  of  the  vital  heat  along  the  nerves 
■cm  the  cerebrum,  medulla  -oblongata,  or  fpinal 
narrow ;  which  lacerates  the  cellular  tunic  of  the 
nufcles  deftined  for  voluntary  motion  :  this  may  be 
'ccafioned  by  a  redundance  (though  I  never  met 
■"ith  fuch  an  inftance)  but  is  more  commonly  owing 
o  a  deficiency  of  the  nervous  influence,  and  confe- 
nuently  of  blood. 

The  diagnojlics.  Flaccidity  of  the  parts  ;  a  dimi- 
nfhed  fenfation  in,  or  incapacity  of  moving  them  ; 
iillortion  of  the  mufcles,  tremors,  wafting  of  the 
-art,  involuntary  tears,  defpondency. 

The  prognojlics.  A  partial  palfy  in  young  perfons 
:^  eafily  curable  :  in  children  from  dentition,  will 
•  ifappear  of  itfelf.  fn  thofe  who  are  advanced  in 
ears,  or  if  univerfal,  or  if  fucceeding  an  apoplexy, 
wr  if  it  is  attended  with  a  marafmus,  in  thefe  cafes 
iittle  hope  is  to  be  indulged,  A  fever,  or  fpontane- 
ous  diarrhoea,  are  favourable  fymptoms, 

S  The 
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The  cure.  The  regimen  muft  be  indicated  from 
the  caufe.  If  ^as  has  been  always  the  cafe  with 
every  paralytic  that  I  have  ever  feen  /  there  is  a  lax- 
ity of  the  raufcular  fibres  and  weaknefs  of  the  folids, 
let  the  fpina  dorfi  be  rubbed  with  a  warm  flannel, 
even  to  an  inflammation,  and  be  bathed  with  oil  of 
amber  morning  and  night,  from  which  method  alone, 
and  a  large  veficatory  to  the  os  facrum  and  lumbar 
region,  I  have  recovered  many  who  had  loll  the  ufe 
of  the  lower  extremities.  Apply  a  tight  ligature  to 
the  part  aflfefted;  if  the  leg,  a  ftrait  ftocking  ftiould 
be  worn.  Give  Venice  foap  at  firfl:  in  pretty  large 
quantities,  and  ginger  and  mercurials.  Let  the  in- 
teftinal  canal  be  kept  open,  and  veficatories  be  laid 
on  the  affefted  parts,  or  one  of  the  following  topics 
be  ufed : 

Take  of  Cantharides,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Redlified  fpirit,  a  pint  ; 

Digeft  warm  for  three  days;  a  fomentation,  to  be 
ufed  twice  a  day.  Or, 

Take  of  Sperma  ceii  ointment,  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  amber,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  pepper,  a  drachm, 
Euphorbium,  nine  grains, 

A  liniment,  as  before.  The  cold  bath  fhould  be  re- 
paired to  every  morning  •,  let  the  patient  be  jufl;  co- 
vered with  water,  and  be  tai<en  out  immediately, 
without  a  fecond  dip.  The  warm  bath  is  pernicious. 
Chalybeate  waters  fliould  be  drank,  and  eleclricity  be 
tried,  which  I  have  fomecimes  known  to  be  effec- 
tual, 
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tual,  but  oftner  to  fail.  Emetics  are  extremely  fer- 
viceable,  particularly  the  dry  vomit,  fee  Epilepfy. 
The  following  medicines  have  anfwered  the  author's 
expectation  : 

Take  of  Horfe-rhadifti  fcraped, 

Mullard-feed  bruifed,  of  each  two  ounces, 
Galangal  Aiced,  half  an  ounce. 

Infufe  in  a  quart  of  boiling  water  clofe  ftopped  till 
cold  •  half  a  pint  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  CalTumunar, 

Ginger,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  half  an  ounce. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  cleftuary. 

Of  which  let  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  be  taken  thrice 
A  day. 

Take  of  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Socotrine  aloes, 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Vitriolic  quickfilver,  ten  grains. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night, 
■/alhing  them  down  with  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  cam- 
phorated mixture. 

fj"  Take  of  Tinfture.of  guaiacum,  two  ounces. 

Of  thefe  drops  give  two  tea- fpoonfuls  in  three  quar- 
ters of  a  tea-cupful  of  new  milk  night  and  morning. 
The  cold  bath  fhould  not  be  omitted  every  morning, 
'till  well. 

S2  DROPSY. 
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DROPSY. 

ADropfyis  a  tumor  of  the  abdomen,  from  an  ex- 
.  travafation  of  ferum  in  its  cavity,  or  a  ftagna- 
tion  thereof  in  the  vefTels,  whereby  they  are  dif- 
tended  and  often  ruptured.  This  may  happen  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  for  inftance,  the 
hydrocephakis  internus,  hydrops  pe6loris,  ovariorum, 
&c.  When  the  lymph  is  contained  in  little  vefi- 
cles  in  dillinft  cells,  like  a  bunch  of  grapes,  thefe 
are  called  Hydatides. 

There  are  three  forts  of  this  diforder. 

Anafarca,  or  Leucophlegmatia,  when  the  lymph 
Magnates  in  the  whole  habit  of  the  pinguedinous 
fubftance. 

1'ympanites,  when  the  turgefcenfe  of  the  abdomen 
is  owing  to  the  rarefied  vapour,  ichor,  or  putrefied 
fat :  this  is  to  be  known  by  the  tightnefs  of  the  {k\n  : 
the  belly,  if  ftruck,  founds  like  a  drum  ;  from  whence 
its  name  ;  no  fluftuation  of  water  can  be  per- 
ceived, In  this  cafe  the  paracentefis  is  fome- 
times  fatal  (nothing  iiTuing  but  pus)  and  fometimes 
fucceeds. 

Jfcites,  when  the  lymph  is  coUeQed  in  the  dupli- 
cature  of  the  peritonaeum,  or  cavity  of  the  abdomen: 

this 


(    133  ) 

this  is  to  be  known  by  the  quafhing  of  water  to  be 
felt  on  prelfure  of  the  hypogaftre. 

The  caufe.  Whatever  occafions  a  ftagnation  of 
the  fluids  in  their  veflels,  the  lymphatics  to  burfl;,  and 
the  lymph  to  fall  between  the  membranes ;  as  acute 
dii'eafes,  tumors,  fchirri,  hard  drinking,  fl:oppage  of 
neceflary  or  ufual  evacuations,  profufe  bleeding,  ef- 
pecially  of  the  corpulent,  who  can  never  well  bear 
the  lofs  of  blood  ;  many  fat  perfons  have  been  bled 
into  dropfies. 

The  diagnojlici.  Swelling  of  the  ancles,  infteps, 
or  feet ;  afterwards  of  the  abdomen  ;  dyfpnoea, 
heavinefs,  thirflr,  laflitude,  torpor,  coftivenefs,  a  flow 
heclic  fever,  leannefs,.  no  fweat ;  the  urine  crude, 
or  red,  white  and  fmall  in  quantity,  excreted  with 
difficulty,  fometimes  totally  fupprefled ;  anorexia,  a 
•.eazing  cough. 

The  prognojlici.  If  taken  in  time,  it  is  eafliy 
curable ;  in  the  worfl:  ftages  a  cure  is  not  to  be  de- 
spaired of,  if  the  patient  will  for  four  or  five  weeks 
perfifl:  in  a  n  entire  abflinence  from  all  liquids,  a  lump 
of  fugar  foaked  in  brandy  excepted,  which  may  be 
;aken  two  or  three  times  a  day ;  if  this  is  fufi'ered  to 
diflblve  gradually  in  the  mouth,  it  will  fooner  appeafe 
the  moft  intenfe  ragings  of  thirfl:  than  copious 
draughts  of  water.  Many  have  recovered  of  this 
diforder  in  the  mofl:  helplefs  fVate,  by  that  means, 
w:th  the  ufe  of  proper  evacuants.    If  attended  with 

a  teazing 
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a  teazing  cough,  difficult  rerpiration,  quick  pulfe, 
proftration  of  flrength,  high-coloured  urine,  total 
fuppreffion  of  it,  obflinate  coftivenefs,  intolerable 
thirft  (and  the  patient  will  indulge  it)  abfceffes,  lurid 
fpots  on  the  thighs,  the  body  emaciated,  the  coun- 
tenance pallid,  and  of  a  cadaverous  afpeCl ;  thefe 
are  the  harbingers  of  death. 

That  the  prognoflics  of  phyficians,  however  juflly 
founded,  are  fometimes  precarious,  is  a  truth  that 
muft  be  confefTed ;  as  an  inftance  of  which  I  beg 
leave  to  relate  the  following  humiliating  narrative. 
Among  the  infinite  numbers  of  dropfical  patients 
who  have  applied  to  me,  for  thefe  twelve  years  paft, 
I  never  loft  one  till  this  prefent  year  1774,  when  three 
perfons,  two  of  which  were  young,  after  taking  the 
medicines  that  I  ordered,  feemed  to  be  mending 
very  fafl ;  their  thirft  was  abated,  the  obftruftion  of 
urine  removed,  the  tumor  of  the  abdomen  fubfided, 
their  appetite  and  ftrength  increafed,  infomuch  that 
I  pronounced  them  out  of  danger.  After  a  few  days, 
on  enquiry,  I  heard  that  each  of  them  died  fuddenly, 
nor  can  I  hazard  the  flighteft  conjecture  at  the  caufe, 
as  permiffion  to  open  the  bodies  was  refufed. 

Nature,  like  other  females,  is  fometimes  unac- 
countably capricious,  and  when  furnifhed  with  all 
the  materials  for  affifting  herfelf,  will  frowardly  ne- 
gledt  the  ufe  of  them ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  fhe  feems  entirely  fubdued  by  a  difeafe,  and 
the  long  odds  are  againft  her,  when  the  phyfician  has 
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figned  the  dead  warrant ;  by  one  fortuitous  pufli, 
unknown  to,  and  unexpefted  by  the  phyfician,  flie 
will  triumph  over  her  adverfary,  unlefs  the  doftor 
Ihould  think  fit  to  verify  his  prognoftic  by  a  feafon- 
able  dofe. 

The  cure  wholly  confifts  in  evacuating  the  wa- 
ters which  are  gathered,  and  in  preventing  their  col- 
ledion  for  the  future.  To  this  end  conduce  cathar- 
tics, diuretics,  detergents,  emetics  (particularly  the 
dry  vomit)  diaphoretics  (and  the  fooner  the  better) 
the  paracentefis :  after  thefe,  corroborants,  itoma- 
chics,  chalybeates  and  aftringents. 

In  every  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  the  region  of  the 
abdomen  fliould  be  bathed  v/ith  fweet  oil  every  night 
and  morning,  and  twenty  drops  of  the  balfam  of 
Copaiva  be  taken  on  fugar  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 
The  purges  from  which  I  have  experienced  the  mod 
extraordinary  efFefls  are  : 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  two  drachms. 
Gamboge, 

^  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  half  a 
drachm, 

Vitriolated  quickfilver,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  to  make  into  pills. 

Number  thirty-two ;  die  dofe,  two  or  three  morning 
and  night.  Or, 

Take  of  Rhabarb,  a  drachm  and  a  half. 
Gamboge,  half  a  drachm. 
Calomel,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  r^rup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty- 
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Twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Gamboge  a  drachm. 

For  three  powders ;  one  of  which  fhould  be  taken 
in  the  morning  fafting,  twice  or  thrice  a  week. 

As  to  diuretics,  no  fmall  fervice  may  be  expefted 
from  the  broom  afhes,  ai"\d  the  tinflure  of  cantha- 
rides,  which  are  far  fuperior  to  any  of  that  tribe  in 
this  cafe.  An  ounce  of  the  expreffed  juice  of  Flo- 
rentine orris  root,  taken  twice  a  day,  has  cured  fe- 
veral  dropfies,  as  I  have  been  told  by  a  brother  phy- 
fician  ;  I  never  tried  it.  Emetics  are  fometimes  won- 
derfully efficacious ;  they  ought  not  to  be  of  the 
mildeft  fort :  ^^hat  1  have  ulually  given  is, 

Take  of  Vitriolated  quickfilver,  five  grains. 
Blue  vitriol. 

Antimony  tartarifed,  of  each  two  grains. 

Let  this  powdcf  be  taken  fafting,  and  nothing  be 
drank  during  the  operation. 

From  the  above  fylloge  the  fcientific  pra6litioner 
may  feledl  that  which  will  fufficiently  anfwer  his  moft 
fanguine  expedlations ;  nor  need  he  queftion  the 
fafety  with  which  any  of  them  may  be  adminiftered, 
any  more  than  that  of  the  following  narcotic  diapho- 
retic, which  has  performed  apparent  miracles :  the 
patient  fiiould  lie  between  two  blankets  inflead  of 
flieets,  and  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  will  caufe 
hiin  to  evacuate  bv  the  fkin,  is  fuch  as  is  beyond  all 
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belief,  and  that  without  the  leaft  diminution  of  the 
vis  vitze  :  though  the  removal  of  a  load  from  a  man's 
fhoulders  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  weaken  him. 
This  Herculean  medicine  is, 

,  Take  of  Purified  opiums 

^  Ipecacuanha,  of  each  four  grains, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  two  grains. 

A  powder,  to  be  taken  at  bed  time.  Recent  cafes 
will  yield  to  the  following  :  * 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Filings  of  iron,  half  a  drachni. 
Calomel,  a  fcruplej 

Tinfture  of  cantharides,  enough  for  pills, 

ITwenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

If  the  patient  is  very  coftive,  fubftitute  gamboge, 
half  a  drachm,  inftead  of  the  iron  filings. 

In  an  anafarca,  ufe  oil  to  the  belly,  and  the  balfam 
of  Copaiva  inwardly.  If  the  legs  are  much  fwelled, 
they  fhould  be  retained  in  a  horizontal  pofition  for  the 
chief  part  of  the  day,  and  ftrait  ftockings  be  worn^ 
.  A  gentle  emetic  every  other  morning,  fuch  as  five 
: grains  of  ipecacuanha,  and  the  fubfequent  eledluary 
and  drops,  I  have  always  found  fufficient  for  a  cure  : 

Take  of  Conferve  of  fquills,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Magnefia  alba,  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  three  drachms, 
Simple  f/rup. 
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Enough  for  an  eleauary ;  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Gamboge,  half  a  drachm. 

Spirit  of  ammonia,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a  tea-fpoonful  be  taken  night  and 
morning,  or  oftener,  as  occafion  requires. 

When  the  cure  is  nearly  effefted,  to  redore  the 
fibres  to  their  proper  tone,  it  may  not  be  amifs  (as  on 
reftoration  from  a  droprfy  alfo)  to  ufe, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 

Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm, 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  elec- 
tuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

In  a  tympanites  (as  alfo  in  a  dropfy)  a  falivation 
has  fometimes  fucceeded.  See  Flatus.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  more  eligible  to  ufc  aloetic  purges,  corro- 
borants and  ftomachics  only,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
nature. 

J    A    U    N    D    I    C  E. 

TH  E  Jaundice  is  a  copious  effufion  of  the  bi- 
lious fluid  throughout  the  whole  habit  of  the 

body. 

The  caufe  is  raoft  commonly  an  obflruftion  of  the 
bile,  from  vifcidities,  or  calculous  concretions  in  the 

biliary 
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biliary  duti,  or  in  the  liver  itfelP,  a  fchirrus  of  the 
liver  ;  or,  a  too  profufe  fecretion  of  bile. 

The  diagnoftics-  Of  an  overflowing  of  the  bile,  a 
yeliow  color  of  the  fkin,  efpecially  in  the  tunica  albugi- 
nea  of  the  eyes,  a  bad  appetite,  thirft,  bitter  tafte  in 
the  mouth,  bilious  vomiting,  pain  in  the  ftomach  or 
bowels,  tamor  at  the  pit  of  the  flomach,  after  eating 
increafed  in  fize  and  hardnefs ;  pain  or  fwelling  of 
the  right  hypochondre,  periodical  cholics,  borbo- 
r}'gmi,  liftleflhefs,  itching  in  the  fkin,  the  urine  and 
fsces  intenfely  yellow. 

Of  an  obftruftion  of  the  bile  the  diagnoftics  are 
white  or  cineritious  ftools ;  obftinate  conftipation : 
the  color  of  the  fldn  black,  nidoros  eruftations. 

The  prognojiics.  If  recent,  it  is  eafily  cured ;  a 
black  turbid  urine  indicates  the  profligation  of  the 
difeafe ;  the  yellower  the  fkin,  the  eafier ;  the  black- 
er, the  harder  it  is  to  be  removed.  From  a  fchirrus 
in  the  liver,  calculi  in  the  vefica  fellea,  or  if  infla- 
tions of  the  hypochondres  fupervene,  great  danger 
is  foreboded.  In  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  it  is  of  little 
confequence;  parturition  cures  it.  It  fometimes  ter- 
minates in  a  dyfentery. 

The  cure.  Venaefe6lion  is  unnecefLry.  The  diet 
fhould  by  no  means  be  vegetable.  A  couple  of  raw 
eggs  every  morning  falling,  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
and  if  repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day,  great  ad- 
vantage will  refult  in  every  ftage  of  this  diforder. 

T  2  As 
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As  to  medicinal  affiftance,  begin  with  the  dry  vomit, 
if  there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpedl  the  exiftence  of  a  cal- 
culus in  the  gall  bladder,  though  even  then  it  may  be 
adrainiftered  with  fafecy,  but  the  patient  will  fuffor 
more  pain;  a  clyfter,  therefore,  or  cathartic,  may 
be  preferable.    Avoid  chalybeates  at firjl,  for  an  in- 
curable fchirrus  of  the  liver  may  be  the  confequence 
.  of  their  premature  qfe,  though  they  are  the  beft  of 
medicines  in  fome  ftates  of  this  diforder.    For  chil- 
dren the  following  is  equally  fafe  and  efficacious : 

Take  of  Chalk,  ten  grains. 

Rhubarb,  five  grains. 
Filings  of  iron,  one  grain. 

This  powder  may  be  repeated  night  and  morning, 
or  as  there  is  occafion. 

If  a  clyfter  is  thought  necelfary,  an  ounce  of  foft 
foap,  in  feven  ounces  of  the  decoftion  for  a  clyfter, 
is  an  excellent  one.  1  have  been  told  that  an  ounce 
of  the  exprefTed  juice  of  dandelion  will  cure  the  yel- 
low jaundice,  if  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day;  I  never 
^ried  i^.  Thebalfam  of  Copaiva  is  of  confiderable 
utility.  Either  of  the  fubfequent  medicines  may  be 
depended  on,  to  anfwer  all  the  ends  which  can  be  de- 
fired:  one  of  the  eleftuaries  may  be  made  ufe  of 
firft,  the  chalybeate  pills  to  perfeB  and  confirm  the 
cure.  The  choice  muft  depend  on  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  and  Ikill  of  the  prefcriber. 

Take  of  Tumerick, 

Venice  foap,  of  each  an  ouncCj 

Colomba 
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Colomba  root,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Rhubarb,  half  an  ouuce. 
Oil  of  juniper,  two  drachms. 
Simple  fyrup  enough  for  an  eleftuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  thrice  a  day.  Or, 

Take  of  Conferva  of  orange  peel, 

Venice  foap,  of  each  an  ounce, 
Magnefia  alba,  fix  drachms. 
Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 
Quickfilver  with  fulphur,  half  an  ounce, 
ToJu  fyrup,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a  drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a  drachm, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  morning 
and  night. 

Take  of  Colomba  root. 

Rhubarb,  of  each  a  drachm, 
•  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,   half  a 
drachm, 

Tindure  of  cantharides,  enough  for  pills. 

Thirty-two ;  two  or  three  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum.a  drachm  and  half, 
Quickfilver  pills, 
Camphircof  each  half  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number 
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antimony. 
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Number  thirty-two;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing. Or, 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Calomel,  a  fcruple, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 
Twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

In  habitual  bilious  choHcs,  opiates  may  be  given 
at  difcretion.  The  patient  is  often  feized  with  a  vi- 
olent pain  in  the  ftomach  and  right  fide,  a  naufea  fuc- 
ceeds,  with  vehement  retchings,  'till  the  calculus 
palfes  through  the  duQius  choledochus  into  the  duo- 
denum, and  he  is  then  in  a  moment  as  well  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened,  'till  another  calculus  obftrufts 
the  paffage,  and  then  the  fame  tragedy  is  afted  over 
again.  I  have  feen  perfons  to  whom  thefe  fits  have 
returned  thrice  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  follow^ 
ing  medicines  have  relieved  them. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  drachms. 

Calcined  antimony,  one  drachm. 
Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 
Sugar,  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

Of  this  mixture,  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken  thrice 

a  day,  with   two   tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  fubfequent 

drops : 

Take  of  Volatile  tinfture  of  valerian,  two  ounces.  Or. 

Take  of  Colomba  root,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Grains  of  paradife. 
Rhubarb,  of  each  half  a  drachm. 

Make  into  fix  powders,  one  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning.    See  Jaundice, 

VENEREAL 
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VENEREAL  DISORDERS. 

A Clap  is  a  flux  of  matter  from  the  glands  called 
lacunae,  fituated  in  the  internal  parts  of  the 
Urethra  in  men,  and  of  the  pudenda  in  women  :  the 
fluid  which  oozes  from  thefe  fecretory  glands  in  their 
natural  Hate,  was  defigned  to  lubricate  the  palTage 
and  line  it  with  a  vifcous  mucus,  which  might  fuffi- 
ciently  defend  the  extremities  of  the  nerves  from  be- 
ing irritated  by  the  falts  or  acrimony  of  the  urine. 
When  tliis  mucus  is  abraded  and  carried  off  by  the 
,  attenuated  difcharge,  occafioned  by  the  venereal  vi- 
:  rus,  which  lacerates  their  orifices  ;  the  urine  caufes 
.  an  intolerable  pungent,  fmarting,  or  burning  fenfa- 
lion.    Hence  this  diforder  is  called  by  the  French, 
» Chaudpiffe. 

The  caufe  originates  from  an  acid  virus,  or  infec- 
t  tious  miafmata  acquired  by  impure  coition ;  ihefe 
iinfmuate  themfelves  into  the  minute  mouths  of  the 
lacunae,  confequently  increafe  their  diameter,  from 
whence  a  copious  running  of  thinner  matter  than 
ufual  mull  ilTue.  Cowper's  and  the  proftrate  gland 
are  often  alfeQed. 

This  diftemper  is  by  no  means  a  native  of  Europe, 
:but  was  firft  imported  by  Chriftopher  Columbus  to 
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Naples  from  America,  and  fpread  through  that  city 
with  prodigious  rapidity.  Somewhat  more  than  a 
year  after  his  return  from  his  firft  voyage,  the  French 
army  fat  down  before  Naples  in  the  year  1494.  The 
Neapolitans  being  diftreffed  by  a  fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions,  thought  it  neceffary  to  difcharge  the  moft  ufe- 
lefs  perfons  from  their  town,  among  whom  were  the 
courtezans,  who  were  received  by  the  befiegers  with 
their  ufual  politenefs  to  that  fex  ;  the  horrible  ra- 
vages which  this  diforder  foon  after  made  in  the 
camp  obliged  the  French  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  upon 
this  account  it  obtained  the  name  of  the  French  dif- 
eafe,  and  will  in  all  probality  ever  retain  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  umbrage  France  has  taken  at,  and 
the  repeated  efforts  flie  has  made  to  fhake  off  the  op- 
probrium. 

It  was  then  a  new  diforder,  and  certainly  was  never 
known  in  Europe  before ;  for  whatever  has  been  ad- 
v£lnced  to  the  contrary  might  eafily  be  refuted :  the 
phyficians  were  puzzled,  the  people  were  alarmed, 
for  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  equally  as  infeBious  and 
fatal  as  the  pettilence  ;  neither  monafleries  nor  nun- 
neries were  exempt  from  it,  nor  even  the  holy  fa- 
thers of  the  conclave  :  it  was  to  be  catched  (heaven 
blefs  us  !)  by  being  in  the  fame  room  with  an  infefted 
perfon,  or- walking  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  way  in 

the  ilreet  but,  however,  with  due  deference  to 

the  charaQers  of  thofe  times,  it  cannot  be  taken 
without  contaft.  -  So  deplorable  was  the  fituation  of 

affairs 
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affairs  then,  that  thoufands  were  deferted,  and  left  to 
rot  without  the  leaft  afliftance.  -  :  '  . 

Bat  it  being  foreign  to  my  defign  to  enter  into  the 
hiflory  of  difeafes,  I  fliall  only  obferve,  that  there  is 
no  diftemper  which  is  better  underftood  in  this  en- 
lightened age,  nor  any  one  that  is  with  more  certain- 

y,  or  with  greater  facility  to  be  cured,  even  in  all  its 
ftages,  and  without  that  naufeous  (though  formerly 

eputed  neceflary)  procefs  of  falivation. 

The  diagnojlics.    Three  or  four  days  (generally) 
after  the  infeftion  is  received,  the  running  comes 
down  with  a  titillating  fenfation ;  difficulty  in  niaking 
urine  ;  fmarting,  or  fcalding  ;  fometimes  the  caver- 
nous bodies  of  the  penis  are  puffed  up,  appear  like 
fpunge,  and  are  of  an  aftonifhing  bulk  ;  the  matter 
V  yellow,  or  green,  which  laft  is  the  worfl  color  it  can 
:be  of,  becaufe  it  indicates  an  incipient  gangrene; 
pl^iymofis,  when  the  prepuce  cannot  be  drawn  back  ; 
rparaphymofis,  when  it  is  tucked  down  behind  the 
gglans  and  cannot  be  brought  forward  to  cover  it ; 
i  chordee,  or  great  pain  when  the  penis  is  isrefted  ; 
ffrequent  ftimulations  to  venery.    When  the  infefti- 
cous  matter  has  crept  into  the  lyitiphatics,  and  from 
f  thence  is  conveyed  into  the  blood,  a  dry  pox  is  the 
cconfequence ;  though  perhaps  the  miafraata  are  of 
<a  nature  quite  different  from  thofe  which  produce  a 
clap  :  yet  if  the  running  is  flopped  too  foon  in  the 
latter,  the  fymptoms  of  the  former  will  undoubtedly 
appear,  which  are  as  follows  :  buboes  in  the  groin, 

U  (bankers; 
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fhankers  ;  chryftal lines,  a  fwelled  tefticle  :  warts, 
raarifcae,  fici,  rhagades,  condylomata,  blotches  ;  green 
fcedy  excrelcences,on  the  neck,  breaft,  or  fhoulders-, 
ulcers  in  the  head,  eyes,  nofe,  or  fauces;  mortifica- 
tions,  noaurnal  pains,  tingling  in  the  ears,  gummi, 
nodes,  tophs,  a  rafli,  fcurf,  crufts,  fcabs,  caruncles 
and  carnofities  in  the  urethra,  total  fupprefTion  of  the 
urine,  bloody  urine;  atrophy,  or  wafting  of  the  flefh  ; 
erratic  pains  in  the  fides  ;  difficulty  of  breathing,  ef- 
pecially  when  lying  on  the  back;  clavus  hyftericus, 
corona  veneris  ;  foftnefs  and  rottennefs  of  the  bones. 
This  affeflion  of  the  bones  is  not  unjuftly  afcribed 
more  to  the  too  liberal  ufe  of  quickfilver  than  to  the 
venereal  virus:  thus  it  may  be  obferved  that  the  nofe 
falls  when  the  falivation  is  at  its  heighth.  Many  fymp- 
toms  mimic  venereal  complamts,  which  are  entirely 
owing  to  the  lodgment  of  quickfilver  in  the  minutett 
veffels ;  fulphur  clogs  and  chokes  this  aftive  mine- 
ral. I  have  known  numbers  who  thought  that  they 
laboured  under  a  confirmed  pox  {^hen  they  were  ac- 
tually freed  from  the  venereal  venom)  who  have  been 
not  only  relieved  but  perfeftly  cured  of  all  their 
co-mplaints  by  the  ufe  of  an  eletluary  compofed  only 
of  flowers  of  fulphur  and  honey;  dofe  the  bignefs  of 
a  walnut  night  and  morning. 

The  prognoflics.    If  the  running  is  imprudently 
tied  up  before  the  infeftion  is  extirpated,  a  confirmed' 
pox  is  the  confequence,  as  is -often  the  cafe  alfo  from 
the  life  and  frequent  repetition  of  draftic  cathartics ; 

for 
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for  the  natural  eUfticity  or  fpringinefs  of  the  fibres 
from  Inch  an  irritation,  will  fqueeze  the  infection 
into  the  blood.  The  miafmata  will  fometimes  float- 
about  in  the  fluids  for  feveral  wjeeks,  before  there  is 
any  appearance  of  thofe  dreadful  confequences  which 
will  fooner  or  later  in  good  earnell  take  place.  It  is 
eafily  cured  in  any  of  its  ftages,  by  due  care  and  pro- 
per medicines.  It  is  curable  with  much  lefs  difficulty 
n  men  than  in  women. 

The  old  method  of  giving  a  calomel  bolus  at  night 
and  a  purge  next  morning,  is  juftly  exploded,  for  it 
tears  the  conftitution  to  pieces,  is  at  beft  a  precari- 
ous and  often  fallacious  procedure:  by  this  means 
many  a  pox  has  been  manufaftured  from  a  very  tri- 
vial injury. 

Salivation  is  not  neceflary  even  in  the  worft  cafes,. 
•  nor  is  there  any  one  to  be  cured  by  it  who  is  not_ 
1  much  more  eafily  cured  without  it.    When  erup- 
I  tions  appear,  with  all  the  indications  of' a  pox,  what 
'  can  be  more  ridiculoufly  abfurd  than"  to  melt  down 
thofe  falts  into  the  blood  that  they  may  pafs  off  by 
the  falival  glands,  when  nature  fo  plainly  points  out 
the  method  by  which  they  ought  to  be  expelled.  The 
folution  of  muriated  quickfilver  hereafter-mentioned, 
with  a  proper  liniment  to  open  the  pores  and  increafe 
their  diameter  will  enable  her  to  throw  them  off  by 
pcrfpiration.    Salivation  is  only  the  ejfe^  of  an  al- 
teration made  in  the  fluids,  which  alteraioh  is  as  ea- 
fily made  without  producing  that  difagreeable  and 

U  2  naufeous 
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jiaufeous  confequence  :  nor  will  it  always  fuccecd, 
for  I  have  knowp  many  who  have  been  falivated  four, 
yea  five  times  without  fuccefs,  yet  have  found  no 
difficulty  in  curing  the  fame  perfons  afterwards  by 
much  milder  methods. 

T\ie cure»    In  a  recent- injury  the  inteftinal  canal 
ftiould  be  kept  gently  open  :  bleeding  and  violent 
purging  are  equally  improper  and  ufelefs ;  there  need 
be  no  alteration  of  the  ufual  method  of  living,  nor 
are  the  eflfefts  of  the  inflammation,  as  it  is  called,  in 
'  the  Icaft  to  be  dreaded     I  have  known  feveral;  who 
have  been  drunk  every  night  'till  the  cure  was  com- 
pleted, without  luifering  any  other  inconvenience 
than  an  increafe  of  the  fmart  in  making  water,  which 
muft  be  the  confequence  of  an  increafed  runnings 
an' event' in  every  other  refped  by  no  means  un- 
diefirable; 

Of  the  *  Jlronger  quickjilver  ointment  let  the  fize  of 
a  fmall  hazle  hut  be  ufed  night  and  morning,  to  be 
rubbed  on  the  perinseum  urethra,  under  the  prepuce, 
arid  the  infide  of  the  thighs  and  on  each  groin ;  in  wo- 
men let  it  be  introduced  into  the  vagiria  ;  if  the 
penis  is  fwelled,  the  whole  of  it  fhould  be  fmeared 
with  it.-  If  injeftions  are  permitted,  a  tea-fpoonful 
of  oil  of  olives  may  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or 
a  Icruple  of  calomel  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage  :  a  fea- 
fpvonful  of  this  alfo  may  be  ufed  twice  a  day, 

two 

, .   h  is  neater,  of  white  calx  of  quickfilver  and  oint- 
•  Or,  whic. , 

sncnt  of  hog  s  l. 
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two  grains  of  muriated  qiuckfilver  diflblvcd  in  fix 
ounces  of  mucilage,  which  in  mo  ft  cafes,  would  alone 
be  O.ifficient  for  a  cu-re  :  however,  without  any  injec- 
tion, if  the  quickClver  ointment  is  made  ufe  of,  afnd 
one  of  the  following  formulae  is  given  iiiternally,  fuch 
a  method  is  as  fafe,  certain,  expeditious  and  radical, 
as  any  in  the  power  of  medicine ;  this  1  have  expe- 
rie    ed  in  fome  thoufands.  of  inftances. 

N.  B;  Nit^-e  is  often  prejudicial',  and*  fometimes 
greatly  increafes  the  uneafinefs  in  making  water, 
^  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces. 

Red  fulphuratxrf  qnickfilver,  half  an  ounce. 

Jalap,  three  drachms. 

Oil  of  faffafias,  one  drachnt, 

Balfam  of  Copaiva,  enough  for  an  eleQuary, 

Dofe,  thefize  of  a  nutmeg,  raorhing  and  night..  Ur, 

Take  of  Gum  arable,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Quickfilver,  with  fulphur,  an  ounce. 
Gum  guaiacum. 
Jalap,  of  each  two  drachms, 
JBalfam  of  CepaiVa,  fufficient  for  an  elefluary. 

The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 
Or, 

^  Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  half. 

Precipitated  fulphur  .of  "antimony,  half  a- 
drachm, 

Vitriolated  quiekfil-ver,  a  fcruplb, 
Simpk  fyrup»  enough  for  pills, 

'  Number  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and 
f  night.  Or, 

Take 
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^  Take  of  Rhubarb,  four  fcruples. 
Calomel,  one  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

Twenty.four  two  at  night  only.  Or, 

|3*  Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  five  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  five  drops, 
Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  every  night  and 
morning. 

(J'Takeof  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains,  diffolve  in 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops,  then  add 
Compound  tinfture  of  lavender,  an  ounce. 

For  a  bottle  of  drops  ;  twenty  to  be  taken  in  a  glafs 
of  white  wine*,  or  milk*,  or  water  gruel*,  or  wa- 
ter, morning  and  night,  with  two  fcruples  of  gum 
arabic  in  powder. 

The  author  fcarcely  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  ob- 
ferve  that  he  was  the  firfl;  perfon  (as  far  as  he  knows) 
who  gave  the  muriated  quickfilver  inwardly  :  the 
above  folution  he  invented  after  innumerable  trials  in 
the  year  1753,  and  has  ufed  it  ever  fince  ;  he  has 
ordered  it  fome  thoufands  of  times  every  year,  and 
is  fully  perfuaded  that  if  it  is  properly  managed,  there 
is  no  ftage  of  this  diforder,  in  which  it  will  not  prove 
efficacious,  nor  has  it  ever  once  deceived  him.  1  he 
only  fecret  in  the  management  of  this  medicine,  is  to 

give 

•  Thefe  difguife  the  difagreeable  tafte  beft. 
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give  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  ic  may  aft  beyond  the 
primas  viae  and  not  run  off  by  ftcol ;  there  is  then  no 
defirable  effe6l  which  may  not  be  expefted  from  it. 
One  motion  in  the  twenty-four  hours  is  natural,  one 
may  be  produced  by  the  drops ;  but  if  the  patient 
fhould  have  more  than  two  in  a  day,  let  the  dofe 
be  diminiihed  to  fifteen,  ten,  feven,  or  even  five 
drops. 

In  a  chordee,  or  if  a  dull  obtufe  pain  is  felt  in 
the  penis,  let  it  be  foaked  four  or  five  times  a  day  in 
warm  milk,  and  apply  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk 
at  night,  and  give  an  opiate. 

Chryftallines.need  only  be  fnipped,  and  the  acrid 
lymph  will  be  evacuated.  A  proper  application  to 
heal  them  with  is, 

Take  of  Ointment  of  elemi,  half  an  ounce. 
Red  nitrated  quicklilver,  a  drachm. 

To  be  applied  twice  a  day. 

Buboes,  if  foft,  white,  or  flabby,  difperfe  by  rub- 
bing in  the  ftronger  quickfilver  ointment,  as  before 
mentioned,  every  night  and  morning,  at  the  fame 
ame  taking  inwardly  the  above  drops. 

If  the  buboes  are  red,  hard  and  look  angry,  let  the 
^-.read  and  milk  cataplafm  be  applied  to  them  till  they 
'^reak  ;  the  iafl:  prefcribed  ointment  is  an  excellent 
'^Ireffing  ;  they  may  be  kept  open  with  a  pea,  Hke  an 
iffue,  as  long  as  it  is  thought  necefTary.  Some  indo- 
■;nt  tumors  of  this  fort  require  opening. 

Shankers. 
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Shankers.  The  ftrongcr  qtiickfilver  ointment  may- 
be ufed  night  and  morning  ;  or  they  may  be  touched 
with  a  pencil  dipped  in  vitnoiic  acid,  or  v/ith  this 
mixture  : 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  a  drachm. 
Lime  water,  an  ounce;  Or, 

Drefs  with  the  following : 

Take  of  The  ftronger  quickfilver  ointment. 

Tar  ointment,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

t 

An  ointment,  to  be  applied  on  lint  night  and  morn- 
ing. 

Warts,  cut  off  and  apply  a  cauftic  j  if  this  is  not 
permitted,  ufe  the  ftronger  quickfilver  ointment.  Or, 

Take  of  Ointment  of  hog's  lard,  half  an  ounce,  ^ 
Precipitated  fulphur,  a  drachm. 
White  calx  of  quickfilver,  half  a  drachm. 
Water  of  kali,  enough  for  a  liniment. 

To  be  ufed  twice  a  day. 

Caruncles  try  to  break  with  a  wax  candle,  if  that 
doth  not  fucceed,         with  an  armed  probe  apply 

Take  of  Ointment' of  elcmi. 

Red  nitrated  quickfilver,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 
Water  of  kali,  twenty  drops, 

A  liniment. 

At  the  fame  time  let  not  the  ftronger  quickfilver 
ointment  be  omitted,  but  be  rubbed  externally  on 
the  urethra  twic;;;  a  day, 

Carnofities 
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Carnofilies  require  the  fame  method  of  treatment 
v.ith  caruncles. 

Phymofi?.    Ufe  the  following  lotion  night  and 
norning, 

Take  of  Calomel,  a  fcruple. 

Lime  water,  an  ounce. 

Paraphymofis.    The  ftrongerquickfilver  ointment, 
tnd  bread  and  milk  poultice. 

*   !  w  _  ■ 

Crufts,  fcabs,  blotches  and  ulcers  in  the  throat,  if 
enereal,  give  the  above  folution  of  muriated  quick- 
■Iver,  and  let  a  little  of  the  fubfequent  powder  be 
prinkled  on  a  hot  iron,  and  the  fumes  be  received 
a  the  fauces  by  means  of  an  inverted  funnel,  twice 
or  thrice  a  day  : 

Take  of  Red  fulphurated  quickfilver,  two  drachms, 
Frankincenfe,  two  fcruples, 
Camphire,  feven  grains, 

A  fuffiment.  And 

i:^Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  two  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  two  drops. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  fix  ounces, 

'A  gargle,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 

If  owing  to  the  relics  of  the  quickfilver  (which  is 
■  a  very  common  cafe)  give  the  fulphur  and  honey  and 
this  gargle,  viz. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  half  an  ounce,  diffolve  in 
Lime  water,  fix  ounces, 

X  Honey 
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Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce. 
White  vitriol,  a  fcruple. 

To  be  ufcd  twice  jOr  thrice  a  day, 

A  fwelled  tefticle.  Give  immediately  five  grains 
at  lead  to  feven  of  vitriolated  quickfilver,  for  a  vo- 
mit ;  let  the  patier>t  drink  nothing  during  the  opera- 
tion :  apply  the  .ftrpnger  quickfijver  ointment  twice  a 
day.  Or, 

Take  of  Camphir?, 

Oil  of  olives,      '  \ 

Oil  of  anifeedsyof^ewfrlialf  an  ounce, 

A  liniment  to  be  ufed  every  hour.-  Or, 

Take  of  Ammonia, 

Water  of  litharge  acetated,  of  each  two 

fcruples, 
Pure  water,  five  ounces, 

A  liniment,  in  which  let  a  piece  of  linen  rag  be  dip- 
ped and  laid  on  the  tefticle  ;  when  dry,  to  be  again 
repeated,  or  kept  conftantly  wetted,  and  the  bread 
and  milk  poultice  at  night :  If  it  is  not  refolved  on 
the  next  morning,  give  a  bolus  of  half  a  drachm  of 
compound  extfaft  of  colocynth  with  ten  grains  of 
the  quickfilver  pills.  The  warm  bath  will  haften  its 
removal.  It  Ihould  be  fufpended  pretty  tight  by 
a  bag  trufs,  *till  well. 

A  confirmed  pox. 


Take 
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Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  drachm. 

Calcined  quickfilver,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

TNVenty-four  ;  two  to  be  taken  every  night,  or 
'  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  two  drachms. 
Pure  opium. 

Calcined  quickfilvcr,  of  each  half  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 
Number  thirty. two  J  two  to  be  taken  every  night. 
Or, 

Take  of  Muriatcd  quickfilver,  ten  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops. 
Spirit  of  nitrous  sether,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  twenty  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing, in  a  glafs  of  water. 

Take  of  Winter's  bark, 

Mezereon,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Boil  in  a  gallon  and  half  of  water  to  a  gallon  ;  when 
the  boiling  is  almofl;  finifhed,  add  one  dunce  of  ex- 
tract of  liquorice,  and  half  an  ounce  of  prepared 
kali  to  every  pint.  Of  this  apozem  let  half  a  pint 
be  drank  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  which,  with  the 
above  drops,  will  remove  nocturnal  pains,  nodes, 
tophs,  &c. 

]fihe  nocturnal  pains  are  v^ry  grievous,  rub  on 
the  fhinsthe  fize  of  a  nutmeg  of  the  ftronger  quicic- 
filver  ointment  every  night,  and  give  two  of  the  fol- 
lowing pills  every  other  (or  every)  night,  viz. 
:  X  2       '  Take 
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Take  of  Colocynth,  twofcruples. 

Purified  opium,  one  fcruple. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  ten  grains. 
Simple  fyi up,  enough  fdr  pills. 

Number  twelve. 

Cuticular  eruptions  will  foon  vanifh,  if  rubbed  over 
with  the  following  liniment,  morning  and  night : 

Take  of  Hog's  lard,  an  ounce. 

Precipitated  fulphur,  two  drachms. 
White  calx  of  quickfilver,  two  fcruples. 
Water  of  kali,  a  drachm. 
Oil  of  faffafras,  twenty  drops. 

See  Pforai 

The  farfa  and  china  root  are  faid  topoffefs  wonder^] 
ful  virtues ;  but  the  author,  after  a  long  feries  of  fair] 
trials,  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  difcoveri 
them.    If  a  diet  drink  is  requefled,  the  following 
will  be  found  of  confiderable  utility  : 

Take  of  Shavings  of  Guaiacum,  two  ounces, 
of  Saffafras,  an  ounce. 
Winter's  bark,  two  drachms. 

Eoil  in  fix  quarts  of  water  to  a  gallon,  towards  the 
end  add  extraft  of  liquorice,  half  an  ounce.  Hal 
a  pint  to  be  drank  three  or  four  times  a  day. 


G  LE  ET. 
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GLEET. 


GLEET  is  a  drain  of  matter  from  the 
urethra. 


ThQ  caufes.  An  ill-cufed  clap  ;  falivation;  pro- 
fufe  venery  ;  a  (train  ;  laxity  of  the  fibres. 

.  ^  The  diagno/lics.    From  the  abrafion  of  the  mu- 
i  cus,  heat  of  urine  ;  indifference  to  coition  ;  pain  in 
:the  back,  or  loins;  general  debility  ;  hanging  down 
cof  the  teflicles  ;  lownefs  of  fpirits  ;  lofs  of  appetite  ; 
lat  going  to  ftool,  the  difcharge  of  a  glairy  matter,  in 
-colour  and  confiftence like  the  white  of  an  egg;  the 
.  colour  of  that  which  oozes  is  fometimes  brown  and 
fometiraes  yellow,  of  which  laft  colour  it  may  conti- 
nue to  be  (if  of  long  duration,  or  in  thofe  who  have 
been   frequently   injured)  without  any  remaining 
infeflion. 

Tht prognojlics.    If  white  and  ropy,  or  thin  and 
glairy,  or  if  flocci  appear  in  the  urine,  it  is  eafily  cur- 
d.    If  of  long  (landing,  it  will  require  fome  time 
o  muzzle  it. — There  is  no  cafe  foobflinate  but  may 
cured  by  fome  of  the  fubfequent  medicines.  It 
s  been  the  malleus  medicorum,  yet  I  never  met 
vith  one    (though  I    have   had    great  numbers 
^ho  were  deemed  incurable)  with  whom  I  did  not 
'ucceed. 


The 
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The  cure.    The  patient  fhould  abftain  from  all 
vegetables,  acids  and  fugar,  if  the  cafe  be  inveterate, 
all" fermenting  liquors;  malt  or  vinous  fpirits  diluted 
with  water  are  harmlefs.    The  moft  proper  regimen 
is — rifing  early  in  the  morning ;  gende  exercife ;  the 
cold  bath,  juft  plunging  over  head  and  ears  (every 
morning)  and  coming  out  immediately  without  taking 
a  fecond  dip,  or  remaining  one  moment  in  the  wa- 
ter;  any  animal  food,  particularly  pork,  pigeons, 
partridges,  growfe,  flat  fifli,  fhell  fifh,  eggs,  jellies : 
for  breakfaft  and  fupper,  milk.    From  the  medicinal 
clafles ;   detergents,  aftringents,  corroborants,  cha- 
lybeates,  balfamics,  fotus,  injettions,  and  the  dry 
vomit.    Ifinglafs  chewed  to  the  quantity  of  half  an 
ounce  a  day  and  the  faliva  fwallowed  is  an  excellent 
auxiliary.    The  glans  penis  fhould  be  frequently 
wafhed  :  much  depends  on  cleanlinefs.    The  follow- 
ing formulae  are  fuch  as  have  proved  fuccefsful,  and 
J.  never  ufed  any  other  :  - 

^  Take  of  Gum  arable,  two  ounces, 
Olibanum,  two  drachms. 
Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm, 
Cantharides,  a  fcruple, 
Balfam  of  Copaiva, 

Enough  for  an  eketuary.  The  bignefs  of  a  chefnut 
to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 
Gum  guaiacum, 

Olibanum,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 
Tincture  of  cantharides. 

Enough 
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Enough  for  an  ele6luary.  Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nut- 
meg twice  a  day. 


If  coftive. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  orange  peel,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  two  drachms. 
Oil  of  cloves,  one  drachm, 
Tinfture  of  cantharides. 

Sufficient  for  an  eleftuary.  The  fize  of  a  walnut  to 
be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  ■ 
Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Cantharides,  nine  grains. 
Simple  fyrup. 

Enough  for  pills,  twenty-four.  Two  to  be  taken 
every  night.    Or,  if  the  body  is  open, 

Take  of  Purified  opium,  twelve  grains, 
Cantharides,  feven  grains. 
Filings  of  iron. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  half 

a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup. 

Enough  for  pills,  fixteen  ;  two  every  night. 

Take  of  Tindlure  of  Peruvian  balfam. 

Compound  tinfture  of  benzoin,  of  each  an 
ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice 
or  thrice  a  day. 

Take 
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Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Yellow  wax,  three  drachms. 
Filings  of  iron, 
Galangal,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Cantharides,  ten  grains, 
Balfam  of  Copaiva, 

Enough  for  an  eleftuary.  The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to 
be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Shavings  of  gualacum,  two  ounces, 

Ifinglafs,  an  ounce,  boil  in  three  pints  of  lime 
water  to  two. 

Half  a  pint  to  be  drank  night  and  morning. 

The  tefticles  and  parts  adjacent  fhould  be  bathed 
with  a  fotus  of  brandy  and  vinegar,  equal  parts,  at 
going  to  bed  and  on  rifing  in  the  morning.  Vinegar 
and  water,  or  vinegar  alone  is  an  excellent  injeftion. 
Or, 

Take  of  Acetated  cerufe,  four  grains. 
Calomel,  a  fcruple. 
White  vitriol,  five  grains, 
Rofe  water,  fix  ounces. 

For  an  injeftion.  A  tea-fpoonful  to  be  ufed  night 
and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Muriate<i  quickfilver,  two  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  two  drops, 
Rofe  water,  feven  ounces,  ' 


For  an  injeQion  as  before.  Or, 


*Take 
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^  *  Take  of  Blue  vitriol,  a  fcruple. 

Boiling  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Diflblve  in  a  copper  veflel,  and  make  an  injeftion 
as  before. 


DIARRHOEA. 

A  Diarrhoea  is  an  immoderate,  or  too  frequent 
JL  JL  difcharge  of  the  excrements.  If  the  matter 
excreted  is  undigefted  food,  it  is  called  a  lientery. 
If  crude,  of  an  afli-color,  or  whitifh,  it  obtains  the 
name  of  a  coeliac  paffion.  If  the  foeces  are  fuffici- 
cndy  digefted  and  aqueous,  it  is  then  a  diarrhoea.  . 

The  caiife  of  a  lientery  is  whatever  impedes  fer- 
mentation in  the  ftomach,  or  irritates  its  villous  coat. 

Coeliaca  arifes  from  an  obftruftion  of  the  Ia£leals, 
or  deficiency  of  bile. 

A  diarrhoea  is  from  a  redundance  of  ferum,  which 
may  be  owing  to  confent  of  parts,  as  a  humid  cere- 
brum, dentition,  balbution,  &c.  from  a  too  large 
quantity  of  food  taken,  at  leaft  fuch  a  one  as  is  dif- 
proportionate  to  the  powers  of  the  digeftiye  or  chy- 
lopoietic  organs ;  a  morbific  quality,  lub'  city  of  the 

Y  inteftines, 

"  This  Herculean  remedy  requires  fome  care  and  nicety  in 
the  management  of  it,  viz.  to  lower  it  with  water  to  fuch  a  point 
05  to  give  little  or  no  pain  at  firft. 
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inteftines,  laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  deficiency  of 
heat,  fometimes  from  an  effort  of  nature  to  relieve 
herfelf,  by  making  a  pufli  at  the  bowels,  and  thereby 
carrying  off  a  morbid  coUuvies. 

The  diagnojlics.  They  in  general  appear  from  what 
has  been  faid,  to  which  may  be  added  bilious,  black, 
flimy,  or  vifcid  excrements;  tenefmus ;  fpumous, 
greafy,  or  aqueous  dejeclions ;  fometimes  like  pieces 
of  putrified  fiefli ;  anorexia,  faintnefs,  laffitude,  pro- 
ffration  of  the  vis  vita;,  frequent  gripings,  borboryg- 
mi,  fwelled  legs,  an  emaciated  habit,  cold  fweats, 
Ipafms,  a  flow  heftic. 

The  prognoJl.ics.  If  of  long  duration,  it  weakens 
and  excoriates  the  vifcera,  from  whence  arife  debility, 
dyfentery,  atrophy,  infpiffation  of  the  fluids,  uni- 
verfal  laxity  of  the  folids,  and  accumulated  acrimony. 
Critical  evacuations  without  much  pain  ought  not  to 
be  checked  :  let  a  few  dofes  of  rhubarb  be  given  to 
expel  the  noxious  faburra  and  affift  nature  in  her  in- 
tentions. In  a  long  continued  feries  of  moift  wea- 
ther, it  is  epidemical,  from  the  exhaurition  of  the 
vital  heat.  In  old  age  it  is  dangerous.  Supervening 
a  pleurify  or  peripneumony  *  (Hippocrates  juftly  ob- 
erves)  formidable :  it  is  bad,  fays  the  fame  author, 
if  the  flools  are  very  aqueous,  white,  yellow,  or 
frothy;  worfe  if  black,  livid,  litde  and  glutinous. 

The 


*  Thefe  are  what  nurfes  call  death  Hools. 
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The  mre.  Let  the  patient  be  removed  to  a  clear 
dry  air ;  for  the  moft  healthy  bodies  are  liable  to  this 
diforder  on  vifiting  a  moift  climate.  Exereife  fhould 
be  taken,  particularly  riding  on  horfeback  in  a  morn- 
ing :  for  diet,  animal  food,  broths,  jellies,  and  rice 
milk.  The  cold  bath.  For  common  drink,  decoc- 
tion of  hartfhorn ;  clyfters  are  of  confiderable  fer- 
vice,  efpecially  in  cafe  of  a  tenefmus;  as, 

\(;^  Take  of  Starch,  a  drachm  aad  half,  boil  in  fix  ounces 
of  water,  then  add 
Oil  of  olives,  an  ounce, 
Tinfture  of  opium,  a  drachm, 

Aftringents  muft  be  given,  opiates  ought  not  to  be 
neglected,  nor  the  dry  vomit.  Begin  the  cure  with 
an  emetic,  viz.  a  fcruple  of  ipecacuanha,  and  one 
grain  of  blue  vitriol :  then  a  lenient  cathartic ;  qfter 
which,  if  the  pain  ftill  continues,  an  anodyne.  The 
reader  will  find  a  fufficient  number  of  prefcriptions, 
which  have  been  fuccefsful,  fubjoined. 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a  fcruple, 

Toafted  nutmeg,  fifteen  grains. 

Prepared  kali,  ten  grains, 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  repeated  occafionally. 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  chalk  with  opium,  two 
drachms, 
Toafted  nutmeg, 
Maftich,  of  each  a  drachm. 

For  fix  powders ;  one  to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  drink- 
ing after  it  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  : 

^'  -   .  Take 
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Take  of  The  chalk  mixture,  Teven  ounces. 

Strong  cinnamon  water,  two  ounces.  Or, 

Take  of  Tormentii  root. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  of  each  a  drachm. 

For  fix  powders;  one  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day. 

Take  of  The  compound  powder  of  chalk  with  opium, 
two  fcruples. 
Filings  of  iron,  three  grains, 
Syrup  of  white  poppies,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  taken  at  bed  time. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Compound  powder  of  gum  tragacanih,  an 
ounce. 

Syrup  of  white  poppies,  enough  for  an  elec- 
tuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

^  Take  of  Opiate  pill, 

Maftich,  of  each  a  drachm. 

Oil  of  carraways,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a  day. 

Unripe  blackberries  kept  in  powder  are  worthy  a 
place  in  the  fhops ;  half  a  drachm  may  be  taken 
twice  or  thrice  a  day,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  extradt 
of  logwood.  When  the  diarrhoea  is  fobjugated,  to 
recover  the  appetite  and  reftore  the  tone  of  the  fibres, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 

Aromatic  powder,  three  drachms. 
Filings  of  iron, 

Galangal 
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Galangal,  of  each  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eleftuary. 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tindlure  of  Catechu,  fix  drachms. 

Compound  tinflure  of  lavender,  two  drachms, 

A  bottle  of  drops  5  a  tea-fpoonful  night  and  morn- 
ing. 


DYSENTERY. 


The  canfes.  An  acrid  blood,  erofion  of  the  in- 
teftines,  abrafion  of  their  mucus ;  long  continuance 
of  a  diarrhoea,  fomewhat  acrimonious  eaten  or  drank, 
hypercatharfes. 

The  diagnojlics.  Bloody  dejeftions,  with  films, 
flime,  pieces  of  flefh,  phlegm,  bile  or  pus;  tormina 
in  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  faintnefs,  fpafms,  tenef- 
mus,  Hippocratic  countenance. 

The prognojlics.  If  it  is  imprudently  flopped  too 
foon,  fuch  a  method  is  produ6live  of  the  worft  con- 
fequences  ;  if  attended  with  a  hiccough,  fyncopes,  or 
in  old  perfons,  great  danger  is  foreboded  from 
a  gangrene  or  fchirrus  of  the  inteftines,  it  is  fa- 
tal. 

y 

The 
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•  The  cure.  For  diet,  rice  milk,  fat  broths,  and  in 
the  fummcr  time,  berries  of  all  forts  may  be  eaten  at 
pleafure,  particularly  flraw berries.  The  expreflTed 
juice  of  the  folanum  is  faid  to  be  a  fpecific  in  this  dif- 
order,  with  what  truth  I  know  not;  the  cerated  glafs 
of  antimony  has  been  ftrongly  recommended :  I 
have  feen  inftances  wherein  it  has  fucceeded,  but 
more  wherein  it  has  ailed.  The  buds  of  birch  pow- 
dered and  mixed  up  with  conferve  of  red  rofes  is  a 
medicine  that  will  feldom  difappoint  expe6htion  : 
this  has  for  many  years  been  fold  at  a  guinea  a  galli- 
pot, and  is  ftill  ufed  in  the  navy.  The  conferve  of 
rofes  itfelf  is  no  defpicable  remedy,  for  I  have  often 
known  it  to  anfwer  alone,  when  taken  to  the  quan- 
tity of  two  or  three  ounces  in  a  day. 

Begin  the  cure  with  a  dofe  or  two  of  falts  ;  after 
which  a  little  rhubarb  may  be  given  ;  then  give  three 
or  four  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  and  two  grains  of  tar- 
tarifed  antimony  every  morning  ; — with  any  of  the 
following  formulas. 

Take  a  flieet  of  white  paper,  cut  into  flips,  boil 
in  a  pint  and  half  of  milk  to  a  pint,  to  be  taken  at 
twice. 

/ 

N.  B.  This  never  deceived  me.  For  common 
drink,  two  ounces  of  gum  arable  may  be  diffolved  in 
a  quart  of  water,  fweetened  to  the  tafte.  Twofcru- 
ples  of  the  compound  powder  of  chalk  with  opium, 
fliould  be  given  every  night. 

t^-Take 
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Take  of  Confer ve  of  red  rofcs,  two  ounces. 
Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce. 
Filings  of  iron, 
Galangal,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eleftu- 
ary. 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  three  times 
a  day.  Or, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms, 
Tormentil  root. 

Bed  aftringent  gum,  of  each  two  drachms. 
Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  elefluary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  thrice  a  day, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  gum  tiagacanth,  two 
ounces, 
Spermaceii,  half  an  ounce, 
Balfam  of  Copaiva,  enough  for  an  eleftuary ; 

The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

Take  of  Red  aftringent  gum,  four  fcruples, 
Colomba  root,  two  fcruples. 
Purified  opium,  ten  grains, 
Tindure  of  cinnamon,  enough  for  twenty-four 
pills. 

Two  to  be  taken  nig^t  and  morning,  or  oftner,  if  oc- 
cafion. 


CHOLERA 
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CHOLERA  MORBUS. 

TH  E  Cholera  Morbus  is  a  diforder  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  always  accompanied  widi. 
vomiting  and  purging. 

The  caufe.  An  acrid  bile,  which  may  be  vitiated 
by  various  means ;  as  bv  eating  more  than  can  be  di- 
gefted  ;  by  taking  too  copious  a  draught  of  cold  wa- 
ter ;  by  continuing  too  long  in  the  cold  bath  ;  by  a 
deficient  fecretion  of  the  pancreatic  juice;  by  pro- 
fufe  evacuations,  or  feeding  voracioufly  on  fat,  or 
fruit. 

The  diagnojiics.  It  is  moft  common  in  autumn ; 
retching,  naufea,  purging,  griping,  fpafms,  contrac- 
tions of  the  hands  and  feet,  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth, 
green  color  of  that  which  is  ejefted  and  dejefted, 
fometimes  it  is  bla^ck  ;  tremors,  cold  fweats,  facies 
Hippocratica. 

The  prognoftics.  If  the  .inclination  to  go  to  ftool 
abates  firft,  it  is  a  good  fymptom.  Syncopes,  a  di- 
crotic or  rebounding  pulfe,  proclivity  to  evacuate, 
fupcrfeded  by  faintnefs,  tumor  at  the  pit  of  the  fto- 
mach,  all  thefe  figns  denote  great  danger;  in  ancient 
perfons,  death. 

The 
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The  cure.  Give  plentifully  of  thin  broths  to  faci' 
litate  vomiting  j  the  cuftom  is  not  yet  relinquiflied 
of  adminiftering  a  puke,  though  it  feems  to  be 
ncedlefs  j  broth  alfo  may  be  thrown  up  in  clyfters. 
Or, 

Take  of  White  poppy  fetdit 

Cucumber  feedi,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  boil 

in  ten  ounces  of  water  to  reven« 
Oil  of  caftor,  two  ounces, 
^  Nitre,  four  fcruples, 

Acetated  cerufe,  a  fcruple^ 

For  a  clyfter. 

For  common  drink,  give  a  deeofition  of  t  cruft  of 
bread  well  toafted,  'till  broth  can  be  prepared,  or  cof* 
fee.  Apply  a  bit  of  cotton  dipped  in  the  following 
mixture  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  j 

Take  of  Camphiroi  a  fcruple* 

Tindture  of  opium,  two  drachmi* 
Oil  of  nutmega,  clovei  and  mint,  ef  each 
twenty  dropj. 

Or,  bathe  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  frequently  with  bran* 
dy,  or  camphorated  fpirit. 

Take  of  Calcined  antimony, 

Rhubarb,  of  each  a  feruple, 
Purified  opium,  two  grainijt 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  a  boIe« 

To  be  taken  as  foon  as  the  patient  has  had  plentiful 
evacuations  upwards  and  downwards,  and  begins  to 

Z  grow 
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grow  faint,  wadiing  it  down  with  the  following 
draught. 

Take  of  Simple  peppermint-water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  half  an  ounce. 

To  be   repeated  occafionally.  See   Cholic  and 

Vomiting. 


TENESMUS. 

ATcnefmus  is  a  continual  defireof  going  to  ftool 
without-  voiding  any  thing  more  than  an  acrid 
mucus  :  the  part  aflefled  is  the  re&um,  or  its  fphinc- 
ter.    It  is  rarely  an  idiopathic difeafe. 

The  caufe.  A  laxity  of  the  fibres ;  fpafmodic 
conftriftion,  a  paralytic  aifeftion  of  the  fphinfter  ani; 
abtafion  of  the  mucus  of,  ulcer,  or  acrid  irritating 
fluid  m  the  reflum  ;  hsemorrhoides,  \vorms,  ftone.. 
diarrhoea,  dyfentery. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  pungent  pain  in,  or  about  the 
reclum  ;  frequent  inclinations  to  go  to  ftool,  without 
correfpondent  evacuations ;  violent  ftraining  without 
voiding  any  thing  but  a  vifcidor  bloody  mucus  ;  fcn- 
fation  of  laflitude,  faintnefs. 

The  pmgnojlics.    If  idiopathic,  and  the  patient  is 
not  fubjeB:  to  a  prolapfus  ani,  it  is  by  no  means  for- 
midable 
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midable  or  rebellious.  If  it  proceeds  from  an  ulcer 
in  the  ftrait  gut,  or  if  it  is  fymptomatic  in  a  diarrhoea 
or  dyfentery,  or  accompanied  with  fyncopes,  it 
portends  great  danger  and  demands  immediate  af- 
liftance. 

The  cure.  Ufe  emollient  fomentations  and  clyflers ; 
let  the  body  be  kept  as  ftill  as  poffible  and  in  an  eafy 
pofition, 

tif'Takeof  Gum  arable,  an  ounce,  diffolve  in  feven 
ounces  of  whey,  to  which  add 
A  drachm  of  tinfture  of  opium. 

For  a  clyfter.  Or, 

Take  of  New  milk,  five  ounces. 
Sweet  oil,  two  ounces, 
Tindture  of  opium,  a  drachm. 

For  a  clyfter.  Or, 

TakeofMountain  wine,  five  ounces, 

Balfam  of  Copaiva,  half  an  ounce,  diflblved  in 

the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Oil  of  amber,  a  drachm. 

For  a  clyfter.    Or,  the  ftarch  clyfter  in  diarrhoea. 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur. 

Rhubarb,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Purified  opium,  two  grains. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  repeated  as  there  may  be  occafion. 


Take 
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Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofea,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Sperma  ceti. 

Elecampane,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  a  drachm, 

Syrup  of  white  poppies,  enough  for  an  elec- 
tuary, 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night» 


PILES. 

TH  E  Piles  are  a  painful  and  fometimes  perio- 
dical tumor  in  the  lower  part  of  the  reftum  ; 
if  they  difcharge  blood,  they  are  called  the  bleeding 
piles  J  if  not  the  blind  piles  :  according  to  the  fize 
and  fliape,  they  are  nominated  verrucal,  uval,  moral, 
or  vefical. 

The  caufes,  A  plethora,  a  cacochymyj  violent 
exercife,  particularly  hard  riding;  ncgleft  of 
ufual  evacuations,  laborious  efforts  in  parturition ; 
conftipation  of  body,  draining  hard  at  flool,  lentor; 
vifcidify,  or  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 

• 

The  diagmjitcs.  Swelling  of  the  anus,  great  pain 
at  going  to  ftool,  voiding  of  blood,  fenfation  of  a 
pungent  pain ;  heat,  or  weight  and  preflure  in  the 
ainus. 


The 
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The  prognojlics.  1  hey  fometimes,  though  rarely, 
inflame  and  become  gangrenous  ;  fometimes  grow 
ulcerous  arid  bring  on  a  fiftula.  If  they  continue 
long  without  being  refolved,  ihey  are  extremely  trou- 
blefome  and  even  render  life  burthenfome.  If  they 
happen  periodically  and  are  always  attended  with  a 
difcharge  of  blood,  they  are  falutary  critical  evacua- 
tions, and  to  ftop  them  may  prove  dangerous,  un- 
lefs  the  bleeding  is  very  profufe  and  occafions  faint- 
nefs,  weaknefs,  or  lofs  of  appetite. 

The  cure.  Due  regard  muft  be  paid  to  the  caufe 
from  whence  they  fpring,  and  the  concomitant 
fymptoms  with  which  they  are  attended.  If  owing 
to  a  plethora,  bleed  ;  or  order  a  diluting  fparing  re- 
gimen, with  the  liberal  ufe  of  fruit,  vegetables,  cu- 
cumbers, and  fuch  like.  But  if  they  appear  in  a 
cacheftic  habit,  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  that  all  thefe  things 
Ihould  be  avoided,  and  thofe  only  propofed  which 
are  eafieft  ofdigcftion. 

Note,  the  viands  which  digefl:  fooneft  and  afford 
the  moft  laudable  nutriment,  are  milk,  eggs,  par- 
tridge, chicken,  fhell-filh,  jellies,  and  pork  there  is 
no  vegetable  that  digefls  fo  foon  as  animal  fubftance ; 
the  bones  of  birds  will  be  converted  into  a  mucus  in 
the  ftomach  in  Icfs  time  than  even  bread,  as  I  have 
found  by  frequent  experiments.  Nature  never  de- 
figned  that  mankind  fliouid  ufe  a  vegetable  diet  only,- 
and  itisaftonifliing  that  Dr.  Cheyne  fhould  recom- 
•  mend  it  to  hypochondriacs  and  to  pcrfons  fubjetl  to 

the 
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the  gout ;  though  indeed  he  retraQed  what  he  had 
wrote  on  this  head  before  be  died,  and  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  have  been  in  an  error. 

    t 

The  means  neceflary  for  the  rehef  of  patients  in 
this  diforder  are  fomentations,  hniments,  aftringents, 
attenuants,  refolvents,  fulphureous  medicines  and 
opiates. 

For  the  bleeding  piles, 

Take  of  Exprefled  juice  of  yarrow, 

•  of  plaintain,  each  five  ounces. 

Sugar,  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

Of  this  mixture  let  four  fpoonfuls  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

If  the  patient  is  coftive. 

Take  of  Eleftuary  of  fenna,  an  ounce. 

Precipitated  fulphur,  feven  drachms. 
Jalap,  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  enough  for  an  elefluary, 
Dofe  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  morning  and  night. 
If  he  is  of  a  lax  habit, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  chalk, 
Olibanum,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  once  or  hvice 
a  day. 

A  fotii^ 
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A  fotus  may  be  ufed,  of  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  lime- 
water,  with  half  an  ounce  of  tinftureof  opium.  Or, 
an  ounce  of  the  ointment  of  marfh-niailows.  with 
five  grains  of  opium  ;  this  ointment  or  the  above 
fhould  be  applied  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

For  the  blind  piles, 

Take  of  Quickfilver  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Precipitated  fulphur,  half  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Honey,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

The  bigncfs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

The  parts  may  be  touched  three  or  four  times  a 
day  with  hog's  lard,  or  oil  of  amber,  or  camphorated 
fpirit. 

The  following  ele6luary  is  not  only  excellent  in 
this  diforder,  but  I  have  feen  amazing  effefts  from  it 
in  the  cure  of  a 

FISTULA. 

ij-  Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur. 

Elecampane,  of  each  an  ouncs. 
Sweet  fennel  feeds,  half  an  ounce. 
Black  pepper,  two  drachms,  o 
Balfam  of  Copaiva,  or  honey,  enough  for  aa 
eledluary, 

IDofe  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

HEART- 
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HEART-BURN. 

TH  E  Heart-burn  is  a  painful  fenfation  of  heat 
and  foLirnefs  about  the  left  orifice  of  the  fto- 
mach,  which  is  called  cardia,  from  whence  its  name, 
viz.  Cardialgia. 

The  caufe.  An  acid  acrimony  arifing  from  a  too 
rapid  fermentation  in  the  jflomach  ;  the  corrofive 
fteams  of  this  acid  affcfl  the  plexus  of  the  nerves  on 
the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach. 

The  dkgnojlics.  Acid  eru£lations,  a  hot  burning 
pain  at  and  above  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  an  involun- 
tary flux  of  tears,  naufca ;  vomiting  Ibon  after  meals, 
of  a  greafy  inflammable  pituita;  fpafms  in  the  fto- 
mach and  bowels;  therifingof  water  in  the  mouth, 
particularly  in  the  morning  ;  ficknefs  foon  after  ri- 
fingfrom  bed,  borborygmi,  flatus. 

The  prognoJ.ic5.  It  is  never  dangerous,  but  ex- 
tremely tioublefome,  efpecially  after  riding  or  fmoak- 
ingi  thofe  who  are  fubjc6l  to  it  are  free  from  inflam- 
matory fevers ;  it  is  fometimes  a  tedious  while  e'er  it 
can  be  eradicated,  though  always  curable  ;  if  it  is  fuf- 
fered  to  continue  long,  it  may  occafion  a  cephalal- 
gia, vertigo,  epilepfy,  and  convulfions  of  all  forts. 


The 
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The  aire.  The  fpafmodic  or  rheumatic  pain  in 
the  llomach  requires  the  ufe  of  aromatic  heating  me- 
dicines, as  0^  a  fcruple  of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce 
of  jether;  this  nobleft  of  all  antifpafmodics  Ihouid  be 
taken  in  a  fpoon,  without  mixing  any  thing  with  ir, 
or  fwallowing  any  thing  immediately  after  it  :  the 
finclure  of  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce  in  fix  ounces  of 
water;  opiates,  aloetic  purges,  chalybeates,  and  the 
dry  vomit.    See  Flatus. 

Tiie  gout  in  the  flomach  is  foon  removed  by  the 
above-mentioned  fblution  of  camphire  in  aerher,  the 
i^uaiacine  tintlure ;  drinking  moderately  of  fpirits  or 
Madeira  wine,  or  the  liberal  ufe  of  opiates. 

Periodical  pains  are  to  ba  removed  by  the  bark, 
ur  if  they  do  not  yield  to  that,  by  the  dry  vomit. 

Whatever  ferments  fpeedily  in  the  flomach  fliould 
;>e  avoided,  as  vegetables,  fruit,  fugar,  wines,  malt  and 
all  liquors  that  have  not  paffed  the  ftate  of  fermenta- 

ion  :  Madiera  is  faid  to  be  the  only  wine  which  will 
;;ot  ferment  in  the  floinach.  The  dinner  fliould  be 
made  of  animal  food,  and  nothing  but  water  drank 

ith  it;  the  breakfaft  and  fupper  fhould  be  milk. 
A  draught  of  milk  and  water  will  generally  relieve 

he  pain,  whenever  it  is  violent. 

The  cure  may  be  perfefled  by  the  occafional  ufe 
of  chalk  troches,  oyftcr-fhells,  bole,  terra  Lemnia, 
red  c  jral,.  crabs  eyes  or  claws,  egg  fliells,  burned 

A  a  hartfljoru, 
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bartfiiorn,  liquorice,  chalk,  or  lime-floncs,  which  are 
the  ftrongeftof  all  alkalis;  the  oils  of  nutmeg,  cloves, 
or  cinnamon. 

i:^  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces. 
Prepared  kali,  fix  drachms. 
Pure  water,  a  pint  and  half. 

When  the  gum  is  difTolvcd,  add  the  fait  and  four 
ounces  of  fpirit  of  cinnamon  :  of  this  mixture, 
three  or  four  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken,  twice  or  three 
times  a  day. 

Of  the  aloetic  wine  two  tea-fpoon-fuls  may  be  ta- 
ken morning  and  night.  Or,  thirty  drops  of  water 
of  kali  in  a  glafs  of  water. 

Take  ef  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty  four  ;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

In  very  obftinate  cafes  an  emetic  fhould  be  pre- 
mifed,  then  a  purgative  of  two  ounces  of  the  aloetic 
wine :  after  which,  either  of  the  above  formulas 
v.'ill  complete  the  cure. 


C  I-I  O  L  I  C. 
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C    H    O    L    I  C. 

TH  E  Cholic  is  a  fevere  pain  in  the  belly,  af- 
fefting  the  epigaftre  or  hypochondres ;  the 
part  affefted  is  the  gut  colon,  fometimes  the 
ilium. 

The  caufes.  Diftention  from  flatulencies,  acid  gas, 
irritation  of  the  villous  coat  of  that  intefline,  cru- 
dities, coftivenefs,  ruptures,  folution  of  continuity, 
fcybals,  acrimony  of  the  bile. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen  ; 
at  one  time  affefting  the  Avhole  of  it,  another  time 
determined  to  one  point;  fometimes  fhifting  from 
place  to  place,  fometimes  fixed,  while  the  belly  fwells 
as  if  it  would  burft;  the  patient  is  coftive,  makes 
but  litde  urine  ;  a  fever  and  ftrong  pulfation  in  the 
abdomen  are  its  ufual  concomitants,  with  vomiting, 
rugitus,  or  rolling  noife  in  the  intellines,  but  always 
a  vehement  and  tenfive  pain. 

In  the  bilious  Colic  yellow  or  greenifh  matter  is 
ejecled  ;  the  eruftations  are  nidorous,  the  thirft  i.s 
more  intenfe,  and  the  fever  higher  than  in  the  fla- 
tulent colic. 


A  a  I 
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The  CoUca  Piftonum  infefts  the  hands  and  feet. 
For  this  the  balfam  of  Peru  has  been  found  an  excel- 
lent remedy,  the  dofe  thirty  or  forty  drops  to  be  re- 
peated  as  there  is  occafion. 

The  Stone  Colic  muft  be  treated  with  a  view  to  its 
caufe.    See  Stone. 

The  Hyfteric  Colic  is  not  dangerous.  See  Hys- 
terics. 

The  prognojlics.  If  the  pain  is  mild,  or  if  it  in- 
termits, and  the  conftipation  of  body  is  not  very  re- 
fractory, it  is  eafily  cured.  If  the  pain  is  fixed  and 
there  be  no  paffage  downward  ;  if  it  is  attended  with 
intolerable  rcftleflhefs,  vomiting,  fainting,  hiccoughs, 
cold  fweats,  and  delirium,  there  is  no  fraall  danger. 
It  not  unfrequently  terminates  in  a  palfy,  jaundice, 
epilepfy,  or  dropfy.  If  owing  to  an  inflammation 
of  the  bowels  and  the  pain  fuddenly  vaniflies, 
it  will  prove  fatal,  for  the  parts  are  then  fpace- 
lated. 

The  cure,  The  concomitant  fever  is  of  lefs  con- 
fcquence  than  it  is  often  imagined  to  be,  being  only 
fymptomatic,  and  when  the  caufe  is  removed  will 
ceafe  of  courfe  :  in  general,  phlebotomy  is  unne- 
celTary  and  fuper-induces  much  worfe  diforders,  for 
thofe  juft  mentioned  (when  colics  terminate  thus  un- 
favourably)  are  not  a  litde  obliged  to  the  lancet  for 
their  exigence.  ClyOers  are  peculiarly  ferviceable, 
becaufc  they  are  fooneft  conveyed  to  the  affetlcd  pnrt 

and 
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and  expedite  the  difchargeby  ftool  ;  cathartics  fhould 
immediately  fucceed.  The  ufe  of  opiates  (as  in  all 
painful  difbrders)  is  indicated.  Semicupia  are  highly 
beneficial. 

In  the  Bilious  Colic,  tartarifed  antimony,  clyfters, 
aloetic  or  rhabarbine  purges  and  anodynes  are  to  be 
■ired.    See  Jaundice  and  Flatus. 

In  the  Hyfteric  Colic,  cordials,  diaphoretics, 
anti-hyfterics,  clyflers,  and  chalybeates,  are  indi- 
cated. 

In  the  Stone  Colic  carminatives  are  of  little  fer- 
vice :  regard  mufl:  be  paid  to  its  original  caufe. 
See  Stone. 

In  the  Flatulent  Colic  begin  with' a  purgative  clyf- 
ter  ;  if  attended  with  a  high  fever,  and  the  patient 
is  really  plethoric,  draw  off  fix  or  feven  ounces  of 
blood.  Then, 

Take  of  Common  water.  fi>i  ounccy. 
Oil  of  olives,  two  ounces, 
Vitriolaicd  r.atron,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Tinfture  ofupium,  two  drachms, 

for  a  civfter.  Or, 

Take  of  Balfam  of  copaiva  (diilblved  in  the  yolk  of  an 
egg)  half  an  ounce. 

Mountain  wine,  fix  ounces, 
Linfeeil  oil,  two  ounces. 
Purified  opium,  five  grains. 


A  clyfter. 
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A  clyfter.  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  two  fcruples, 
^  Gamboge,  one  fcruple. 
Purified  opium. 
Calomel,  of  each  ten  grains. 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  fixteen  ;  tvfo  or  three  to  be  taken  and  re- 
peated as  there  is  occafion.  Or, 

Take  of  Colocynth,  a  fcruple. 

Purified  opium,  ten  grains, 

Vitriolated  quickfiivcr. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  eacJ; 

five  grains. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Eight ;  two  every  hour  till  the  pain  ceafes. 

Take  of  Wine  of  aloes,  two  ounces  and  a  half. 
Syrup  of  buckthorn,  half  an  ounce. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains, 

A  draught  to  be  taken  immediately.  Or, 

Take  of  Tindlure  of  fenna,  two  ounces  and  a  half. 
Syrup  of  rofes,  half  an  ounce. 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains, 

A  draught. 

If  the  pain  continues  after  the  draught  begins  to 
work, 

Take  of  Compound  extraft  of  colocynth,  two  fcruples, 
Purified  opium,  three  grains, 
Vitriolated  quicklilver,  three  grains, 
Balfara  of  Peru,  enough  for  a  bolus. 

I  have 
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I  have  known  ele£lricity  often  remove  the  colic : 
to  fay  the  truth,  I  never  knew  it  tried  without  givi4)g 
immediate  relief ;  it  has  fometimes  returned,  but  a 
repetition  of  the  fame  has  had  the  fame  effeft  as  l>e- 
fore.  Ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  allum  often  repeated 
are  faid  to  cure  an  habitual  colic, 


ILIAC  PASSION. 

THE  Iliac  Paffion  is  an  inverfion  of  the  periflal- 
tic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  confecjuently  m 
;  this  cafe  nothing  can  pafs  downwards.    It  is  alfo  cal- 
led Volvulus  and  miferere  mei. 

The  caufes.    The  introfufcepiion  of  a  fuperiorpart 
of  an  inteftine  into  a  lower,  or  e  contra ;  induration 
of  foeces  in  the  re6lum  into  fcybals ;  vomiting,  irrita- 
•  tion,  a  rupture,  acrid  bile. 

The  diagnojlics.    A  moft  acute  pain  in  the  fmall^ 
1  fometimes  in  the  large  guts ;  generally  about  the  um- 
I  bilical  region  ;  above  it,  a  tumour  ;  difficulty  in  mak- 
ling  urine,  the  anus  fo  faft  clofed  by  a  fpafm  as  to  be- 
come totally  impervious  ;  it  comes  on  flowly,  while 
:  the  tumor  in  the  belly  grows  bigger  and  harder  ;  ve- 
hement ftraining,eje61ion  of  excrements  by  the  mouth, 
d.fficuli  rcfpiration,  cold  fweats,  hiccoughs,  frigidity 
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of  the  extremities,  fyncopes,  fubfukus  tendinum. 
ideotcy. 

The  prognofiics.  This  terrible  diforder  is  incident 
to  perfons  of  all  ages  ;  to  old  pcrfons  it  is  fatal  ;  hic- 
coughs and  convuKions  are  the  forerunners  of  death, 
fo  is  alfo  a  fudden  difappearance  of  the  pain,  being 
the  fign  of  a  mortification. 

The  cure.  1  have  relieved  fome  after  the  focccs 
came  up  at  the  mouth  by  cold  pediluvia.  Let  the 
patient  be  taken  out  of  bed,  and  being  fupported  by 
two  perfons,  throw  water  as  cold  as  can  be  procured 
on  the  feet,  then  dafii  it  on  the  legs,  and  in  a  few  fe- 
conds  more  on  the  thighs  ;  after  wiping  him  dry,  re- 
place him  in  the  bed,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  if 
a  ftool  is  not  produced  repeat  the  fame  manoeuvre  ; 
if  thefecond  operation  fails,  faccefsis  not  to  be  ex- 
pelled. 

If  it  proceeds  from  a  hernia,  reduce  the  inteftine 
if  pofhble.  If  plethoric,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe,  a 
little  blood  may  be  taken  away.  Injeft,  if  it  can  be 
done,  a  clyfterof  tobacco  fmoke,  it  is  an  flerculean 
remedy-,  then  give  a  clyfter  of  feven  ounces  of  oil, 
v'ith  a  drachm  of  colocynih  boiled  in  it.  Same 
give  five  ounces,  or  even  half  a  pound  of  iive  qiiick- 
filver,  for  a  dole;  if  voided  by  flool,  the  patient  will 
recover;  if  retained,  as  it  often  is,  it  expedites  his 
end  ;  I  have  found  it  in  the  figmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon.    For  fevcra!  nights  aficr  recovery  a  paregoric 

Wilt 
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will  be  necelTary.  The  following  fimple  draught  has 
been  exceeding  ferviceable : 


Take  of  Tinfture  of  aloes,  two  ounces. 
Syrup  of  white  poppies. 
Oil  of  olives. 

Vinegar,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 
Sperma  ceti,  two  drachms, 

A  draught ;  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Vitriolated  natron,  two  ounces. 
Pure  water,  fix  ounces, 
Tindlure  of  afa  foetida, 
Tindlure  of  opium,  of  each  two  drachms, 

A  clyfter. 

Take  of  Colocynth,  two  fcruples. 

Purified  opium,  one  fcruple, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  ten 
grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twelve  ;  two  to  be  taken  occafionally. 


B  b  APPETITE 


(    i86  } 


APPETITE  BAD. 

H  E  N  the  appetite  is  depraved,  or  the  fto- 
^  ^    mach  deprived  of  its  ufual  appetence  for 
food,  or  when  a  naufea  is  felt  at  the  fight  or  fmell  of 
victuals,  a  perfon  is  faid  to  labour  under  an  Ano- 
rexia. 

Apepfia  is  when  the  digeftive  organs  are  incapable 
oF  elaborating  the  aliment  into  chyle,  or  a  loft  di- 
geftion. 

Bradypepfia  is  when  digeflion  is  performed  flowlv 
and  with  great  difficulty,  or  a  diminifhed  digeftion. 

Dyfpepfia  is  when  the  food  cannot  fo  properly  be 
faid  to  be  digefted,  as  converted  into  a  morbid  col- 
luvies  not  fit  for  nutriment,  and  may  therefore  be 
called  a  Depraved  Digeftion. 

They  all  proceed  from  the  fame  caufes,  and  require 
the  fame  method  of  cure. 

The  caufes.  A  laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the 
ftomach,  a  glutinous  pituita;  a  deficiency  of  the  fe- 
cretions,  particularly  that  of  faliva  or  the  gaftric  flu- 
id ;  grief,  fear,  the  mind  being  intenfely  fixed  on  one 
objcti,  hard  dri/iking,  former  voracity,  profufe  ex- 
cretions, 
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cretions,  want  of  fleep,  deficiency  of  heat  in  the  fto- 
mach,  fevere  ftudies. 

The  diagnojiics.  Frequent  retchings,  and  what  the 
Scotch  call  dry  boaking  ;  palenefs,  borfeorygmi,  ten- 
fion  of  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  nidorous  eruftations  ; 
after  long  continuance  without  food,  no  inclination 
lo  eat;  at  the  fight  of  vi£luals,  naufea  ;  after  eating, 

omiting  and  fwelling  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  fen- 

ation  of  coldnefs  in  the  ftomach. 

The  prognojiics.  It  often  terminates  in  a  maraf- 
mus,  dropfy,  jaundice,  or  cachexy,  and  the  patient 
dies  tabid.  It  is  always  of  bad  confequence  if  of  long 
continuance,  for  the  patient  gradually  grows  worfe 
while  the  diforder  increafes  in  obftinacy.  There  are 
but  few  cafes  which  are  irremediable. 

The  aire.  The  patient  fhould  humor  his  ftomach 
by  eating  whatever  he  feels  the  leaft  inclination  for, 
and  of  that  a  little  at  a  time  and  often. 

For  diet  fee  Phthisis,  Hypochondria,  Impo- 
T£NCY,  and  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 

The  chalybeate  waters  are  ufeful,  or  (if  from  fre- 
quent afts  of  intemperance  and  ebrieiy)  the  Bath  wa- 
ters ;  acids,  bitters,  change  of  air,  exercife,  fleeping 
foon  after  meals,  gende  cathartics,  aftringents,  aro- 
matics,  but  above  all  the  dry  vomit. 

Take  of  Ipecacuanha,  iive  grains. 
Blue  vitriol,  one  grain, 

C  b  2  Let 
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Let  this  powder  be  taken  in  the  morning  fafting,  three 
times  a  week,  without  drinking  any  thing  during  the 
operation. 

Take  of  Aloetic  pills,  a  drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Filings  of  iron. 
Myrrh,  of  each  half  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrnp,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two ;  two  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

If  not  coftive. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  wormwood,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Galangal, 

'^edoary,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eleftuary. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Aloetic  pills. 

Snake-root,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Long  pepper,  half  a  drachm. 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  twenty  drops, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two ;  t^\  o  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

A  tea-fpoonful  of  the  compound  tinfture  of  gentian, 
may  be  taken  thrice  a  day,  or  tinfture  of  orange-pee!, 
or  of  the  diluted  vitriolic  acid.    See  Flatus. 


B  U  L  1  xM  U  S 
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B    U    L    I    M    U  S. 

T>  ULIMUS,  or  canine  appetite,  is  fo  called  from 
the  conftant  propenfity  that  is   felt   to  eat, 
and    the   voracity   with  which    the  food  is  de- 
voured. 

The  caufes,  A  digeftion  too  quick,  a  too  liberal 
ufe  of  acids,  immoderate  evacuations,  worms,  acri- 
mony of  the  gaftric  fluid 

The  diagnojlics  are  fufficiently  obvious. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  often  fucceeded  by  a  buli- 
mia ;  that  is  when  the  fame  inclination  to  eat  remains 
without  the  power,  and  after  the  patjcnf  does  eat,  he 
faints.  If  not  cured,  it  terminates  in  a  lientery,  a 
cacochymy,  or  atrophy. 

The  cure.  Let  fat  meat  and  fat  broths  be  the  prin^ 
cioal  diet;  fweet  wines  or  new  beer,  the  chief  li- 
quids  that  are  drank.  Give  emetics,  particularly  the 
dry  vomit  andaloetic  cathartics.  If  it  proceeds  from 
worms, 

Take  of  Quickfilver  with  fulpnur. 

Tin,  of  each  two  drachms. 


For 
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For  fix  powders  ;  let  one  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

Take  of  Socotrlne  aloes. 
Filings  of  iron, 

Afa  foetida,  of  each  two  fci  uples. 
Oil  of  wormwood,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two   to  be  taken  twice  a 
day. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Calomel, 

Colocynth,  of  eacha  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Thirty-two  ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Mutton  fuet,  eight  ounces. 
New  milk,  four  ounces. 

For  a  draught  to  be  drank  warm. 

Opium  may  be  given  occafionally,  not  in  lefs  do-  ■ 
fes  than  three  grains. 


VOMITING 
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VOMITING. 

TTpiHE  cauje  of  Vomiting  is  a  convulfive  or  in- 
JL  verted  motion  of  the  flomach  ;  owing  toforae 
irritation  of  the  nerves  of  its  left  orilice,  which  may 
be  occafioned  by  confent  of  parts,  as  failing,  ticliling 
the  throat,  &c.  to  a  laxity  alfo  of  its  mufcular  fibres, 
acid  acrimony,  or  redundance  of  bile. 

The  diagnojlic  is  obvious.  If  idiopathic,  no  part  is 
affe6led  but  the  ftomacli.  If  fymptomatic,  reference 
mult  be  had  to  the  primary  difordcr. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  often  a  critical  expulfion  of 
an  acrid  morbific  matter,  and  fliould  then  be  promoted 
by  an  emetic  and  broth.  If  of  more  than  two  days 
continuance  (at  times)  or  if  the  patient  is  always  fick 
after  eating,  it  ought  to  be  prevented,  or  it  will  ter- 
minate in  an  anorexia,  marafmus,  or  paralytic  alTcc- 
tion  of  the  ftornach. 

The  cure.  Give  a  genUe  emetic,  or  five  or  feven 
grains  of  ipecacuanha,  every  morning  fading,  for  a 
few  days,  letting  it  work  itfelf  off  without  drinking. 
If  plethoric,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe,  bleed.  It5 
prevention  is  to  be  fccured  by  anii-emciics,  nervines. 

cardiacs 
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cardiacs  and  opiates.    Repeated  applications  of  cam- 
phorated fpirit  to  the  pit  of  the  flomach  ;  fomenta- 
tions and  ftomachic  plaifters  may  be  ufed  :  it  would 
not  be  amifs  to  apply  them  under  the  left  flioulder 
rather  than  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach.  Preparations 
of  mint  are  of  great  utility,  either  the  cfTential  oil, 
or  an  infufion  of  the  leaves  in  the  diftilled  water  of 
the  fame.    If  it  proceeds  from  an  acrid  acrimony, 
give  plentiful  draughts  of  broth,  and  a  drachm  of  the 
magnefia  alba  occafionally. 

A  fcruple  of  Colombo  root  as  often  as  is  ne- 
cefTary. 

See  Colic,  Cholera  Morbus,  Flatus  and 
Appetite  Bad. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  twofcruples, 

Conferve  of  wormwood,  half  a  drachm, 

Let  this  be  wafhed  down  immediately  with  two  oun- 
ces of  lemon  juice,  or  vinegar,  or  a  draught  com- 
pofed  of  one  ounce  of  lemon  juice,  and  one  ounce  of 
peppermint-water. 

Take  of  Bay  berries,  half  a  drachm. 
Grains  of  paradife, 
Galangal,  of  each  ten  grains. 
Oil  of  .cinnamon. 
Oil  of  Mint,  of  each  three  drops. 
Purified  opium,  two  grains, 
S)mp  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a  bole. 
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To  be  taken  at  bed  time. 

A  tea-fpoonful  of  compound  tin6lure  of  ]a.vender 
mav  be  taken  occafionally. 


SYNCOPE. 

SYNCOPE,  or  fainting,  proceeds   from  an  ob- 
ftruftion  of  the  efflux  of  the  nervous  influence 
along  the  par  vagum. 

The  caufes.  Weaknefs,  intenfe  pain,  hunger, 
ihirft,  anorexia,  profufe  evacuations,  excefs  of  exter- 
nal heat,  pafTions  of  the  mind,  hyfleric  affeftions, 
uterine  furor. 

The  diagnojlics.  Palenefs,  cold  fweats,  low 
fluttering  pulfe,  tremblings,  cefTation  of  motion  and 
fenfe. 

^ht  prognojlics.  It  is  always  dangerous,  except- 
ing in  hyfterical  paroxyfms,  and  then  it  is  of  little 
confequence.  From  excelTive  evacuations,  or  after 
convulfions,  or  fupervening  the  ravages  of  a  fever, 
it  is  often  fatal. 

The  cure  is  to  be  efFe6led  by  nervines,  cardiacs, 
fiernutatories,  volatiles,  opiates,  the  aromatic  con- 
fection, ginger,  a  generous  diet,  and  the  cold  bath. 


Cc 


Sec 
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Sec  Epilepsy,  Flatus,  and  Weakness  of  the 
Solids. 

Take  of  The  chalk  mixture,  feven  ounces. 
Spirit  of  cinnamon,  two  ounces, 
Compound  tindture  of  lavender, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

A  julep,  of  which  give  three  or  four  fpoonfuls,  as 
there  is  occafion.    It  is  a  moft  excellent  cordial. 

Take  of  Volatile  tinfiure   of  valerian,  an  ourtce  and 
half. 

Compound  tinflure  of  lavender,  half  an  ounce. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  thefe  drops  to  be  taken  in  a 
glafs  of  water  two  or  three  times  a  day. 


POISON  S. 

IF  Poifons  have  been  take.n  internally,  give  im- 
mediately three  grains  of  blue  vitriol,  and  five 
grains  of  the  yellow  emetic  quickfilver,  with  frequent 
and  large  doles  of  fweetoil  afterwards. 

For  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  Apply  a  cataplafm 
of  pickled  herrings  to  the  part  affected  ;  or  a  caullic 
with  the  following  drefling,  half  an  ounce  of  gum 
elemi,  and  two  drachms  of  the  red  nitrated  quick- 
filver. Ule  muflv,  alkalis,  mercurials,  and  immer- 
fion  in  fait  water. 

Take 
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Take  of  Camphire,  a  drachm  and  half. 

Precipitated   fulphur  of,  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  half  a  drachm 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two;  one  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

N.  B.  I  fear  all  the  above,  and  the  famous  OrpX- " 
kirk  medicine  too,  are  equally  ufelefs,  if  the  dogbte 
really  mad. 

For  the  bite  of  a  viper.  Bathe  the  part  affi^ig^ 
\vith  warm  oil  often,  '  ■  •  .  •  oviori 

Sting  of  an  infeQ:.  Apply  a  piece  of  allum  we<tte,d 
to  the  part  frequendy,  or  balfam  of  Peru  and  Hun- 
gary "^'ater,  of  each  equal  parts,  or  of  oil  of 'olives 
and  oil  of  turpentine  equal  parts,  or  camphorated 
fpirit,  tin6lure  of  myrrh,  of  each  equal  parts';  W 
of  water  of  ammonia  and  oil  of  amber,  of  eaci  k'^dii 
parts.    ■  '.;jf 

Eiorljolq 
nr.  moil 

)qt>  iiB  lii 

C  c  2  PALPITATION 

-  *  iic.'Vf.  : 
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PALPITATION  of  the  HEART. 

A  Palpitation  of  the  heart  is  a  preternatural  fyftole 
•^^      of  that  vifcus. 

The  caufts.  It  is  often  owing  to  a  plethora,  to 
polypous  concretions,  fometimes  to  a  deficiency  of 
nervous  influence,  or  in/lux  difproportionate  to  the 
elafticity  of  the  mufcular  fibre,  indolence,  ebriety, 
acid  gas,  fpafms,  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  fluttering  pulfe,  temporary 
Aoppage  of  the  breath,  a  preternatural  pulfation  on 
.'.he  left  fide,  to  be  felt  by  the  hand,  and  fometimes 
ro  be  heard. 

The  prognojlics.  If  it  is  owing  to  flefliy  excrefcen  • 
cies  or  grumous  clots,  it  is  incurable  :  if  from  a 
plethora,  it  is  to  be  removed  by  bleeding  only ;  if 
from  an  acid  halitus,  eafily  curable  by  alcalis  and 
cardiacs.  If  of  long  continuance,  it  often  terminates 
in  an  apoplexy. 

Thtcure.  It  mull  be  treated  according  to  the 
caufe  it  proceeds  from.  If  the  patient  is  not  pletho- 
ric, avoid  all  evacuations  and  ufe  one  of  the  ilibfe- 
quent  remedies : 

XS'  A  fcruple 
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^  A  fcruple  of  camphh«,  diflblved  in  half  an  ounce 
of  Kther, 

For  a  draught. 

Take  of  Compound  tinfture  of  lavender, 

Tinfture  of  caftor,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Of  ihefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  a  day. 

Take  of  Gum  arable,  two  ounces,  dilTolve  in 
Pure  water,  a  pint, 
Ti.niflure  of  canthaiidcs. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Three  fpoonfuls  of  this  mixture  to  be  taken  night 
and  morning. 


Spafms,    Opljihotonosy  Convidjions. 

SPASMS  owe  their  origin  to  an  irregular  or  un- 
equal influx  of  the  vital  heat  into  the  affecled 
mufcles ;  or  great  deficiency  thereof.  They  require 
the  ufe  of  veficatories,  emetics,  and  antifpafmodics, 
fuch  as  gum  ammoniac,  afa  fcetida,  valeriAn,  mufk,  or 
■which  is  fecond  to  none  of  them,  a  fcruple  of  cara- 
phire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether. 

Painful  fpafms  demand  tiie  liberal  ufe  of  opiates. 

In 
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In  the  opiRhotonos  ^nd  the  locked  jaw,  purifiec: 
opium  may  be  given,  even  to  the  quantity  of  feven 
or  eight  grains  for  a  dofe,  waHiing  it  down  with  fe- 
ven or  eight  ounces  of  the  mufk  julcp,  or  four  grains 
frequently  repeated,  i.  e.  every  hour,  'till  the  end  is 
anfwered. 

Convulfions  of  all  forts  in  children  yield  to  the 
following  : 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  a  drachm, 

Tinfture  of  afa  foetida,  half  an  ounce. 
Peppermint  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Let  a  tea-fpoonful  be  given  three  or  four  times  a 
day. 


DIABETES. 


A DIABETES  is  a  preternal  difcharge  of 
urine. 

The  caujcs.  An  obftruQion  of  infenfible  perfpi- 
ration,  dilatation  of  the  rena  Iglands,  too  great  attenu- 
ation of  ferum,  laxity  of  the  fibres,  hard  drinking. 

"I^ie  diagnojiics.  If  of  long  (landing,  or  fupervenes 
on  the  departure  of  a  fever,  it  is  dangerous ;  pro- 
ceeding from  weaknels  of  the  folids,  it  is  difficult  of 
cure  :  in  old  pcrfons  feldom  removable. 

The 
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The  cure.  For  diet  fee  Phthisis  or  Hypochon- 
dria. Aftringents,  chalybeates,  balfamics,  mineral 
acids,  af^gUitinants  and  corroborants  are  proper  in 
this  cafe,  as  alfo  is  the  cold  bath.  A  veficatory  ap- 
ph'ed  to  the  cs  facriim  has  an  admirable  effeft.  For 
common  drink,  the  decoftion  of  hartfhorn  may  be 
given,  with  an  ounce  of  infufion  of  rofes  in  every 
pint;  or  lime-water,  or  the  Briftol  waters,  or  allum 
whey,  which  when  drank  copioufly  will  fometimes  ef- 
fect a  cure  alone :  it  may  be  prepared  by  boiling  two 
Icriiples  of  roch-allum  in  a  pint  and  half  of  new  milk. 
If  c^flive,  let  aloetics  be  given.  The  dry  vomit  is 
of  confiderable  utility.  The  following  have  been  all 
found  ferviceable  :  See  Diarrhoea. 

Take  of  Maftic,  a  drachm  and  half, 
Balauftines, 

Olibanum,  of  each  half  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyiup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  three  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a  day. 

Take  of  Compound  tindlure  of  lavender,  an  ounce. 
Vitriolic  acid  half  a  drachm. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a  tea-fpoonful  be  taken  thrice  a  day. 
Or,  of 

Tinfture  ofcantharides, 
A  tea-fpoonful  morning  and  evening. 


Take 
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Talce  of  Gum  arabic,  an  ounce, 


Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  half  an  ounce, 

Tinflure    of  cantharides,    enough    for  an 


clcftuary. 


Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  twiee  a  day. 


WORMS. 


O  R  M  S  are  of  three  forts,  Teretes,  or  the 


V  ▼  round  worm,  whofe  feat  is  in  the  ftomyh  ; 
Taenia,  or  the  tape  worm,  which  is  to  be  found  in  moft 
of  the  inteftines ;  Afcarides,  or  the  fmall  worm,  fel- 
dom  to  be  met  with  but  in  the  reQum. 

The  caufc.    Ova  received  with  the  food. 

The  diitgnoflics.  Inflation  of  the  abdomen  j  vio- 
lent pain  and  fpafms  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  itch- 
ing of  die  nofe  or  anus  ;  foetid  breath,  voracity,  the 
excrements  greafy,  or  greenifh,  or  flimy  ;  coma,  nau- 
fea,  moiftnefs  of  ihe  mouth  and  flavering  in  the 
night,  grinding  of  the  teeth,  faintnefs,  cold  fweats,  de- 
lirium, convulfions-,  fhocks,  fimilar  to  ele£lrical  ones  ; 
flufhing  heats,  flying  pains,  anxiety,  alternate  fwelling 
and  fubfidence  of  the  veins,  the  pulfe  weak  and  in- 
termitting, thirlt,  palenefs,  vagrant  flitches,  epilepn- 
cal  paroxyfms,  paralytica!  ftrokes,  which  go  off"  (pon. 
taneouOy  on  the  removal  of  the  caufe. 


The 
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The prognojlics.  If  they  remain  long  in  the  intef^  ;, 
dnal  canal,  they  produce  a  variety  of  unaccountable 
diforders:  ftrange  and  incredible  are  the  effects  ^vhich 
are  occafioned  by  thefe  deteftable  vermin ;  few  per- 
fons  are  wholly  free  from  them.  If  after  they  are  de- 
ftroyed  they  are  not  conveyed  out  of  the  body,  a  pu- 
trid acrimony  may  be  the  confequence;  fmall  dofes 
of  cathartics  fhould  be  continued  for  fome  time  after 
they  are  killed,  not  only  for  the  above  reafon,  but 
to  cleanfe  the  bowels  from  the  adhering  ova. 

The  cure  is  to  be  elfefted  by  aloetics,  chalybeates, 
oils,  oleous  clyfters,  prepared  kali,  or  oil  of  worm- 
wood, which  may  be  applied  to  the  navel,  or  a  plail^^ 
ter  of  aloes  and  galbanum  may  be  fmeared  over  with 
it,  and  applied  to  the  umbilical  region  for  children. 
New  milk,  a  decotlion  of  quickfilver,  two  ounces  to 
a  pint  for  four  dofes,  flowers  of  fulphur  mixed  up  with 
honey,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning  ;  red  fulphurated  quickfilver  is  afi  excellent 
anthelmintic,  as  alfo  are  the  filings  of  pewter,  which 
may  be  given  to  adults  to  the  quantity  of  a  drachm, 
fading,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  tin.  The  following 
pills  are  equal  to  any  thing  in  efRcacy  : 

-.■^  Take  of  Sococrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a  drachm. 

Calomel,  a  fcruple. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 
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Number  twenty-four;  dofe,  two  morning  and  night. 
Or, 

Take  of  Quickfilver  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Seeds  of  fantonicum,  half  an  ounce, 
Honey,  enough  for  an  eleftuary, 

Thefize  of  a  walnut  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
Or,  ij"  of  a  laxative  habit, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 

Coralline,  half  an  ounce. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  enough  for  an  elefluary. 

Dofe,  the  bignefs  of  a  chefnut  morning  and  night. 
See  Worm  Fever. 


SCURVY  and  SCORBUTIC  ERUPTIONS. 

T!  F 1  E  Scurvy  is  a  cacochymic  diathefis  of  all  the 
fluids. 

The  taujes.  An  acidity,  an  acrimony,  or  (at  fea) 
putrefaftive  quality  in  the  blood,  often  introduced  by 
a  moid  air,  obftrufted  perfpiration,  putrid  water, 
poornefs  of  blood,  that  part  of  falted  provifions  which 
has  not  taken  fait,  (for  fait  itfelf,  fo  far  from  pro- 
ducing the  fcurvy,  is  an  excellent  antifcorbutic)  eat- 
ing 
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ing  too  plentifully  of  fruit.  Surfeits,  as  they  are  cal- 
led, and  fcorbutic  eruptions,  originate  from  the  too 
liberal  ufe  of  vegetables.  Few  perfons  are  entirely 
void  of  all  fcorbutic  complaints.  The  fea  fcurvy  is 
a  dilbrder  that  requires  a  treatment  very  different 
from  this  we  are  treating  of,  though  the  efFefls  are 
fomevvhat  fimilar,  for  vegetables  and  acids  are  the 
moll  expeditious  remedy  for  feamen,  efpecially  on 
fhore ;  but  they  ought  to  be  totally  abftained  from 
by  thofe  who  never  ufe  the  fea  and  are  troubled  with 
cuticular  eruptions.  Scorbutic  eruptions  are  fo  com- 
mon, that  the  author  has  met  with  fome  thoufands  of 
thefe  cafes  in  a  year,  and  never  one  that  he  did  not 
fucceed  in  the  cure  of ;  but  left  his  invariable  order  to 
abftain  from  all  vegetables  and  acids  fhould  ftartle  the 
reader,  he  begs  leave  to  obferve,  that,  fo  far  from 
being  fingular  in  this  point,  he  has  heard  the  fame 
advice  given  by  the  greateft  and  beft  phyfician  of  this 
or  any  other  age  or  country  :  it  ,were  needlefs  to  add 
that  he  means  Dr.  Fothergil. 

The  diagnojlics,  An  acute  pain  in  the  head,  a  fen- 
fation  of  dullnefs,  erratic  pains  in  the  limbs,  black- 
nefs  of  the  fkin,  fponginefs  and  putrefaflions  43f  the 
gums,  oozing  of  blood  from  them  ;  rottcnnefs  of  the 
teeth,  foetid  breath,  an  unequal  pulfe,  diarrhoea  and 
dyfentcry  ;  frequent  fhiverings,  a  palpitation  not  fel- 
dom  fatal ;  fwellings  in  the  joints,  vitiated  appetite, 
borborygmi,  tormina  in  the  bowels,  fomctimes  coflivc- 
ncfs;  the  urine  pale,  red,  or  gravelly;  naufea,  hic- 
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couglis,  livid  fpots  on  the  fkin,  fometimes  converted 
to  foul  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  crufts;  fcabs,  fcabies, 
cuticular  eruptions,  which  itch  intolerably,  appear- 
ing in  general,  fii-ft  on  the  thighs,  then  on  the  arms 
and  hands,  fometimes  fcattered  on  the  breaft  or  over 
the  whole  body  ;  red  angry  pimples,  carbuncles,  ve- 
ficlesfull  of  a  hot  acrid  lymph,  elephantiafis,  contrac- 
lions,  ftifFnefs  of  the  joints,  vertigo,  convulfions, 
lownefs  of  fpirits,  frequent  fighing,  dyfpnoea.  See 
Leprosv. 

The  progno/tics.  This  is  a  diftemper  which  is  ex- 
ceeding crabbed  and  refra£tory,  has  been  always 
^  reckoned  very  difficult  to  cure  and  dangerous.  If 
not  fcientifically  treated,  it  frequently  terminates  in  a 
dropfy,  atrophy,  hypochondria,  or  apoplexy.  As 
the  old  method  of  treating  it  has  been  hitherto  fome- 
what  unfortunate,  the  author  can  with  fomc  juftice, 
as  well  as  confidence,  recommend  a  new  one,  which 
has  never  yet  baulked  his  expedations. 

The  cure»  When  eruptions  appear,  they  are  moll 
forcible  pleaders  againfl;  bleeding  :  the  lancet  is  in 
thefe  cafes  always  pernicious.  A  milk  diet  is  proper, 
at  leafl:  for  morning  and  evening  ;  for  dinner,  animal 
food  with  plenty  of  fait,  but  no  vegetables.  For  re- 
gimen, fee  Hypochondria  and  Weakness  of  the 
Solids.  Give  lenient  cathartics,  errhines,  the  cha- 
lybeate waters,  aluminous  waters,  fait  waier,  bitters, 
balfam  of  copaiva,  but  above  all  the  dry  vomit  I 
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fiiall  now  communicate  to  the  reader  all  the  various 

medicines  I  have  ufed,  the  efficacy  of  which  has  been 
proved  by  a  moft  extenfive  and  fuccefsful  experi- 
ence. 

Take  of  Aloetic  pills, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 
Gum  guaiacum,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

N'umber  twenty-four  ;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

fj'  Take  of  Muriated  quickfiiver,  ten  grains,  diflblve  ia 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops,  then  add 
Antimonial  wine,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  twenty  (or  if  they  purge)  fifteen  be 
taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Quickfiiver  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 
Crude  antimony. 

Snake  root,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eleftuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  nighr  and  morning. 

If  not  coftivc, 

Take  of  Red  bark,      ounce  and  half. 

VVinter's  bark,  half  an  ounce. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  enough  for  an  ele£luary. 


The 


(    2o6  ) 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

To  cleanre  the  fkin  intirely  from  any  remaininj^ 
eruptions,  defoedations,  or  from  gingivous  tumors. 

1^  Take  of  Sharp  pointed  dock-roots,  two  ounces  and  a  half, 
Extraft  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 
Winter's  bark,  half  an  ounce. 
Boiling  water,  a  quart.   Let  them  ftand  for  twelve 
hours,  then  ftrain. 

Of  this  mixture  let  a  tea-cupful  be  taken  in  the  morn- 
ing (fafting)  and  at  night. 

If  a  dentrifjce  is  thought  neceflary. 

Take  of  French  bole, 

Burned  allum. 
Myrrh,  of  each  a  fcruple. 

To  be  ufed  every  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Florentine  orris-root. 
Burned  allum. 
Lac,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Honey  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  enough  for 
a  mixture. 

As  fcorbutic  eruptions  are  generally  attended  uiih 
a  moft  troublefome  pruritus,  efpecially  in  bed,  let 
tlie  parts  affefted  be  anointed  night  and  morning  with 
the  tar  ointment;  or  if //za^!  though  powerfully  eOPica- 
cioiis,  is  objeSed  to  on  account  of  the  fmell, 
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Take  of  Ointment  of  white  calx  of  quickfilvcr,  an  ounce, 
Luxlvium  of  tartar, 

Effence  of  lemons,  of  each  twenty  drops. 

To  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Ointment  of  acetated  cerufe,  two  ounces. 
Precipitated  fulphor,  half  an  ounce. 
Oil  of  rofevvood,  ten  drops. 

An  ointment  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning.    Or,  • 

Take  of  Ointment  of  white  hellebore,  an  oance. 
Lixivium  of  tartar,  thirty  drops. 

Anointment,  as  before.  Or  the  jS^eapolitan  oint* 
ment. 

Take  of  Water  of  acetated  cerufe. 

Vitriolic  acid,  of  each  forty  drops, 
Rofewater,  five  ounces. 

A  lotion.    To  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains, 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops, 
Rofe  water,  cwo  ounces, 

As  before. 

A  Uniment,  to  wafh  the  eruptions  night  and  morn- 
ing, with  a  rag  dipped  in  it. 
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One  of  the  above  ointments  (particularly  the  tar 
ointment,  Or, 

t^"  Take  of  Calomel,  two  fcruplcs. 
Tar  ointment,  an  ounce. 

To  be  rubbed  in  night  and  morning,  and  then  wiped 
off  with  a  dry  cloth^  fhould  always  be  ufed,  when 
there  are  eruptions  on  the  fkin,  and  one  of  the  aboye- 
mentioned  prefcriptions  be  taken  inwardly  at  the 
fame  time  (particularly  the  mixture  or  drops)  which 
■will  efFedually  free  the  patient  in  a  few  days  from  this 
difagreeable  diforder.  It  will  wonderfully  expedite 
the  cure  if  the  following  powder  is  ufed  by  way  of 
fnufF;  a  pinch  of  it  to  be  taken  every  night  after  get- 
ting into  bed. 

Take  of  White  hellebore  rcot,  a  fcruple. 


For  a  ftrenutatory  powdev. 
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An  Account  of  tuoo  Indefcripts, 

A  Gentleman  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age, 
of  a  ftrong  conftitution  and  plethoric  habit, 
w  ho  had  never  been  troubled  with  any  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, or  fcorbutic  diforder,  was  attacked  by  an  in- 
flammatory fever.  He  was  attended  by  a  learned 
and  ingenious  phyfician,  who  treated  him  with  great 
propriety,  fetting  aCde  the  too  frequent  and  copious 
blood-lettings,  by  which  he  was  exceedingly  reduced 
and  incapable  of  leaving  his  bed  for  fome  weeks ;  the 
Doclor  thought  fit,  about  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
to  order  the  application  of  a  blifter  to  the  calf  of  each 
of  his  legs.  He  was  now  mending  apace,  but  the 
calves  of  his  legs  did  not  feem  to  heal  kindly ;  frefli 
veficles  appeared,  and  when  opened,  there  ilfued 
out  a  remarkably  hot  and  acrid  lymph  ;  in  a  few  days 
more  a  crop  of  fmall,  red,  hard  pimples  fprouted  up 
in  the  places  on  which  the  veficatories  had  been  laid; 
thofe  itched  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  irritated  him 
almoft  to  madnefs.  He  could  now  walk  about  his 
room,  and  as  perfons  in  a  convalefcent  ftate  are  ge- 
nerally peevifh,  his  behaviour  was  overlooked.  In 
a  few  days  the  watry  puftules  began  to  fpread  down- 
wards to  his  heels,  and  upwards  to  his  knees.  They 
were  fucceeded  as  before,  by  a  crop  of  itching  pim- 
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pies,  w  hich  had  now  totally  covered  both  his  legs ; 
and  in  this  ftate  he  continued  confined  to  his  room 
for  ten  months,  in  other  refpeCls  in  perfeQ  health, 
but  hating  life,  and  defpairing  of  any  relief  but  by 
death.  Every  method  that  gave  the  lead  profpeft  of 
afTi (ling  him  was  tried;  mercurials,  antiraonials,  an- 
lifcorbutics,  bark  and  lime>waler,  with  ftoops,  fo- 
mentations and  topics  without  number  were  exhi- 
bited. The  fhops  were  ranfacked  and  exhaufted  to 
help  him,  but  in  vain.  He  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  had 
fwallowed  as  many  medicines  that  year,  as  would  have 
handfomely  fupplied  half  a  dozen  apothecaries  for 
the  time.  His  legs  continued  precifely  in  the  fame 
ftate,  without  the  leaft  amendment.  In  the  eleventh 
month,  the  watery  veficles  appeared  in  his  arms, 
and  were  followed  by  the  cuticular  eruptions  (as  thick 
as  pofTible)  from  his  elbows  to  his  wrifts.  The  phy- 
fician,  quite  tired  out  by  his  conflicts  with  fuch  a  re- 
bellious diforder,  frankly  acknowledged  that  he  could 
do  him  no  fervice,  and  defired  to  be  excufed  from 
waiting  on  him  any  longer. 

I  was  then  called  in,  and  on  the  examination  of 
my  patient,  could  not  forbear  fmiling  ;  which  he  ob- 
ferved,  and  afked  me,  with  fbrae  warmth,  If  I 
thought  his  cafe  a  laughing^  matter  ?  1  replied  in  the 
affirmative,  and  promifed  him,  he  fliould  be  free 
from  his  difagreeable  companion  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  week  (this  was  Sunday).  1  ordered  only 
the  Aethiopic  eleduary,    under  the  article  Scurvy, 

and 


(     211  ) 

and  the  ufe  of  the  tar  ointment,  with  calomel,  morn- 
ing and  night.  By  the  Friday  following,  he  was 
quite  free  from  any  uneafy  fenfation. 

Every  fpring  and  fall,  for  feveral  years  afterwards, 
he  ufed  to  have  a  return  of  thefe  watry  veficles  in  his 
legs.  I  have  feen  them  rife  inftantaneoufly  to  the 
fize  of  a  fix-pence, 'and  one  or  two  of  them  as  large 
as  a  half-crown.  A  few  pimples  always  followed, 
but  on  the  application  of  the  tar  ointment,  they  pre- 
fently  vanilhed.  Whenever  they  appeared,  I  or- 
dered him  to  tako  twenty  drops  of  the  antimonial 
wine  twice  a  day,  for  a  few  weeks. 

Were  not  thefe  eruptions  owing  to  a,  poverty  of 
blood  ? 

0 

How  far  were  they  occafioned  by  the  blifters? 

Why  did  the  watry  veficles  appear  on  the  arvis, 
previous  to  the  crop  of  itching  pimples  ? 


Ee  2 
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A  Man,  thirty  years  of  age,  not  poor,  yet  en- 
JL^-  tertaining  a  much  more  tender  afTeftion  for 
his  money  than  for  his  own  precious  perfon  ;  to  re. 
tain  as  much  as  poffible  of  the  former,  and  ftill  prc- 
ferve  the  latter  in  exiftence,  for  the  fake  of  not  en- 
joying it;  he  lived  upon  water  gniel,  yet  would  now 
and  then  infringe  his  oeconomical  rules,  by  indulg- 
ing himfelf  with  a  potatoe  ;  his  byfinefs,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  which  he  was  very  fedulous,  confined  him 
to  a  fedentary  pofition.  With  thefe  hopeful  fymp- 
toms,  it  is  certainly  no  miracle  if  fuch  a  perfon  (hould 
be  a  little  fcorbutiq^lly  incHned.  A  few  eruptions 
appeared  on  his  thigh,  they  itched  to  remind  him  of 
the  duty  he  owed  to  his  carcafe ;  he  fcratched,  as  it 
was  the  cheapeft  method  he  could  take  to  quiet  them  : 
exafperated  at  fuch  uncivil  treatment,  they  grew  an- 
gry and  rancorous;  the  epidermis  began  to  peel  off, 
and  this  abrafion  of  the  fcarf  flci-n,  without  any  appa- 
rent caufe,  was  gradually  carried  on,  till  there  was 
not  a  fmgle  atom  of  it  left  on  his  whole  body  (which 
was  as  raw  as  if  the  fldn  had  been  ftripped  off)  and 
the  extremities  of  the  nerves  were  all  bare.  What  vi- 
olent fmart  he  muft  endure  in  this  fituation  is  eafier 
to  be  conceived  than  expreffed,  when  every  pore  and 
point  was  an  ulcer.  To  move  cither  trunk  or  limbs 
vas  impoffible  without  the  fevcreft  agonies ;  it  feem- 
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cd,  as  he  cxpreiTed  himfclf,  as  though  millions  of  red 
hot  needles  were  piercing  him.  Such  a  cafe  [  never 
met  with,  nor  heard  of  before  or  fince. 

In  this  fituation  he  had  continued  about  a  fort- 
night before  I  faw  him,  attended  bv  one  of  the  fur- 
geons  of  the  army,  who  was  an  honor  to  his  profef- 
hon  and  to  human  nature.  He  defired  I  might  be 
called  to  him.  I  found  him  in  perfeft  health  in  eve- 
ry other  refpeft,  and  ordered  him  a  diet  of  milk  or 
rich  broths  only,  with  the  folution  of  muriated  quick- 
filver  under  the  article  Scurvy,  and  the  tar  ointment 
to  be  ufed  morning  and  night,  but  this  they  were 
obliged  to  difcontinue,  for  it  was  not  to  be  borne  z 
I  then  ordered  two  parts  mutton  fuet,  and  one  part 
tar  ointment  to  be  mixed.  This,  upon  trial  giving 
him  no  pain,  was  fpread  upon  linen  and  laid  over 
the  whole  furface  of  his  body,  his  back  and  fhoul- 
ders  excepted,  for  they  were  anointed,  by  fecnring 
the  four  corners  of  the  fheet  on  which  he  lay.  and  re- 
moving the  bed  and  bed- clothes  from  under  him,  and 
then  applying  it  with  the  hand  to  the  outfide  of  the 
faid  (heet ;  afterwards  replacing  the  bed  and  unfailen- 
ing  the  corners  of  the  fheet.  By  purfuing  this  method, 
in  about  fix  weeks  he  was  perfpQly  recovered.  I 
cannot  omit  one  circumftance,  viz.  that  his  brother, 
who  was  a  carpenter,  had  taken  his  meafure  and  very 
obligingly,  though  fomewhat  prematurely,  had  finifh- 
ed  a  moft  excellent  coffin  for  him, 
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He  has  been  fo  wife  as  to  take  a  pint  of  new  milk 
conftantly  for  his  breakfkft  and  fupper  ever  fince,  and 
fomedmes  regales  bimfelf  with  a  bit  of  mutton  :  he 
has  alfo  betaken  himfdf  to  a  more  adive  fphere  of 
life.  I  faw  him  about  five  years  after,  and  he  had 
never  fcU  the  leafl:  return  of  hisdiforder. 


ITCH. 

THE  Itch  is  a  cutaneous  diforder,  too  well  known 
to  need  defcription. 

The  cauje.  An  infeftious  miafma  fui  generis. 
The  hypothefis  of  its  being  wholly  owing  to  animalcu- 
les  is  highly  problematical. 

The  diagnoftics.  'Thefe  are  to  be  difcriminated 
from  fcorbutical  eruptions  by  their  minutenefs :  from 
venereal  ones  by  not  blotching ;  and  from  both  by 
their  principally  infefting  the  parts  between  the  fin- 
gers; with  afenfationof  heat  that  invariably  accom- 
panies the  itching. 

The  prognoftics.  It  is  attended  with  no  danger. 
It  is  never  difficult  to  cure  in  any  habit. 

The  cure.  See  Scorbutic  Eruptions,  under 
which  article  the  reader  may  find  feveral  elegant  and 
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efficacious  liniments,  cither  of  wliic  h  w  ill  anfwcr  his 
expeflations  in  the  cure  of  the  itch  (particularly  ihc 
Iblution  of  nniriated  quickfilver,  the  tar  ointmenr,  or 
the  ointment  of  white  precipitate)  and  of  all  cuticu- 
lar  eruptions,  ^vhatever  'caufe  they  arife  fi  ofn  :  tlicy 
\vill  alfo  cure  red  faces,  freckles,  morphew,  grubs, 
tetters,  ring-worms,  or  any  defcedations  of  the  fliin. 
The  tar  ointment  fliould  be  ufed  for  a  day  or  two 
morning  and  night,  and  then  one  of  the  other  twice 
a  day  alfo,  'till  the  fkin  is  perfectly  clean  :  taking, 
during  the  ufe  of  the  latter,  the  mixture  recommend- 
ed underlhe  article  Scurvy. 

Bleeding  and  purging  are  ufclefs.  and  •  improper 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other-  cutaneous  diforder^:. 
If  internals  are  requefted,  though  they  are  feldom 
neceffary,  either  of  the  fubfequent  ones  may  be  given 
with  propriety  and  advantage  : 

Take  of  Vitriolic  acid,  ])a!f  an  ounce. 

Three  or  four  drops  to  be  taken  in  a  glafs  of  water 
night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Quickfilver,  with  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Calc":i)ed  antimony,  two  drachms. 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eles* 
tuary, 

T  he  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  an-i 
■light.  Or, 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Nitre,  two  drachms, 
M'jnc  ',  enou'^h  for  an  ek-ftuary. 
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Dofc,  the  bignels  of  a  chefnut,  night  and  morning. 

For  children. 

Take  of  Vitriolic  acid,  five  drops, 
Rofe  water,  fifteen  drops, 
Simpleointment,  an  ounce, 
Eflence  of  lemon,  fifteen  drops, 

A  liniment,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains^ 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops. 
Camphorated  fpirit,  two  ounces, 

A  lotion  to  wet  the  parts  with  night  and  morning. 

Or, 

Take  of  White  calx  of  quickfilver,  a  drachm. 

Ointment  of  hog's  lard,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Water  of  kali,  a  drachm, 
EiTence  of  lemon,  fifteen  drops, 

A  liniment,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 


LEPROSY 
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LEPROSY  and  ELEPHANTIASIS, 


TH  E  Leprofy  is  a  cutaneous  diforder,  which 
appears  in  whitifh  dry  fcabs,  and  often  fpreads 
over  rhe  whole  body.  Sometimes  one  leg  only  is  af- 
fected, which  fwells  to  an  enormous  bulk,  then  called 
Lepra  Grsecorura  and  Elephantiafis. 

T\iQ.  caufes.  Obftru£led  perfpiration,  weaknefsof 
the  folids,  poverty  of  blood,  an  ill-cured  itch,  the 
remains  of  "which  will  often  lurk,  appearing  and 
difappearing,  though  not  totally,  for  many  years,  and 
at  length  will  break  forth  in  this  dry  fcurf,  gradually 
enlarging. 

The  diagnoftics.  Sometimes  it  is  confined  to  the 
palms  of  the  hands  only,  with  fiffures  which  run  par- 
rallel  to  each,  other  ;  fometiines  to  a  little  below  the 
elbows :  one  while  on  the  face  only ;  another,  in 
white  hard  fcales  on  the  neck  ;  generally  appearing 
iTioll  on  the  thighs  or  on  the  hands  and  arms;  into- 
lerable itching,  the  elephant's  leg. 


Ff 


The 
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The  prognojlks.  The  Leprofy  confined  to  the 
fkin  without  any  remarkable  tumor  is  eafiFy  curable  i 
the  Elephantiafis,  not  without  much  difficulty  and 
time. 

The  cure.  Foi  the  Leprofy  give  the  moft  nou- 
rifliing  diet,  as  eels,  &c.  and  ufe  precifely  the  fame 
method  as  that  recommended  under  Scurvy  and 
Scorbutic  Eruptions,  which  fee. 

For  the  Elephantiafis.  Give  the  folution  of  mu- 
riated  quickfilver  in  antimonial  wine,  under  Scurvy. 
Let  the  whole  leg  be  wrapped  up  in  a  cloth,  on 
which  the  following  liniment  is  to  be  fpread,  to  be  re- 
newed night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tar  ointment,  an  ounce. 

Water  of  acetatcd  litharge,  half  a  drachm, 
Camphire,  a  fcruple. 
Calomel,  two  fcrHples, 

A  liniment. 


EVIL, 
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EVIL, 

THE  Struma,  Scrophula,  or  King's  Evil,  is  fo 
called  from  an  imaginary  cure  performed  by 
the  royal  touch; 

The  caufes.  An  acrid  blood,  hereditary  difpofition^ 
the  venereal  virus  conveyed  in  femine.  Thofe  who 
are  of  habits  exaltedly  fcorbutic,  or  in  whom  the 
itch  has  not  been  perfectly  cured  (ftrange  as  it  may 
feem )  may  beget  a  fcrophulous  offspring,  Weaknefs 
of  the  folids. 

The  diagnojlks.  Glandular  tumors,  ferpiginous 
ulcers,  erofions  of  particular  parts,  contrafilions,  dif- 
tortions,  finuous  abfceffes. 

The  prognojlics.  This  diforder  is  not  eafily  extir- 
pated. If  the  tumors  in  the  neck  are  not  dilTipated 
or  opened,  a  glandular  confumption  generally  en- 
fues.  Fiflulous  abfcelfes  in  fcrophulous  patients, 
are  rarely  if  ever  curable,  unlefs  by  the  follow- 
ing : 

Take  of  Murlated  quickfilver,  two  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  two  drops, 
Rofe  water,  five  ounces. 


Ff  2 
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Lint  dipped  in  this  to  be  applied  night  and 
morning. 

The  cure.  For  regimen,  fee  Phthisis.  The 
bark  is  the  moft  noble  remedy  in  ftrumous  cafes, 
when  the  patient  is  not  of  a  coftive  habit.  Burned 
fpunge  is  often  ufed  to  advantage  and  madder  ;  fea- 
wacer  alfo,  but  the  dry  vomit  is  inferior  to  no  other 
remedy. 

The  following  I  have  given  with  manifeil 
utility  : 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops, 
Antimonial  wine,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops,  let  an  adult  take  twenty  in  a  glafs  of 
water,  morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Quickfilver  with  fulphur,  two  ounces. 
Crude  antimony,  two  drachms. 
Honey,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

I?ofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  night  and  morning. 

Externally,  apply  the  tar  ointment  twice  a  day. 

Or, 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Tinfture  of  cantharides,  half  an  ounce. 


For 
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For  a  lotion,  'till  the  tumors  leffen  ;  if  not,  apply  a 
poultice  of  bread  and  milk  'till  they  break,  and  then 
drefs  with, 

Take  of  Calomel,  two  fcruples. 

Tar  oinunent,  an  ounce. 

To  be  applied  morning  and  night.  Or,  the  above 
folution  in  rofe  water. 


Falling  down  of  the  ANUS. 

THE  Falling  down  of  the  Fundament  is  owing 
to  a  laxity  of  the  fibres  of  its  fphinfter,  or  to 
a  paralytic  affeftion  of  them.  It  is  eafieft  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  pati'cnt  himfdf,  lying  on  his  back,  wri- 
thing birafelf  from  fide  to  fide,  croffing  his  legs,  &c. 
with  the  application  of  fweet  oil.  When  it  is  re- 
duced, let  a  warm  flannel  be  applied  and  frequently 
repeated;  fome  of  the  following  powder  may  be 
thrown  on  a  red  hot  heater  in  a  clofe-ftool,  and 
the  anus  be  placed  over  it.  If  it  cannot  be  reduced 
apply  dcphlogifticaced  air. 

Take  of  Aromatic  powder, 

Madic,  of  each  a  drachm  and  half. 
White  amber, 

Balauitines,  of  each  a  drachm, 

A  fufifiment. 
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A  iufBment* 


The  fubfequent  drops  have  provad  of  confiderable 
utility: 

Take  of  Redlified  fpirit,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms. 
Vitriolic  acid,  one  drachm. 

Twenty  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Take  of  Tormentil  root. 
Dragons  blood, 
Maftic,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  three  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

The  red  aftringent  gum  will  be  of  confiderable 
fervice.    See  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery^ 


STRANGURY. 
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STRANGURYi 

A Strangury  is  =1  perpetual  fuppreffion  of  urin^^ 
while  the  efforts  to  difcharge  it  ate  attended 
with  pain. 

The  caiifes.  Irritation,  too  long  detention  of 
urine,  obftrudion  of  it,  fpafms,  paralytic  affeftion  of 
the  detrufores  urinsfc. 

The  diagnojlics.  Frequent  defires  to  make  water, 
its  coming  away  with  difficulty  and  unealinefs  ;  but 
litde  made  at  a  time  and  with  great  pain  ;  fenfation  of 
beat  and  fmart  when  the  dribbling  is  over,  pruritus. 

The  prognojlics.  If  fymptomatic,  it  is  eafily  help^ 
ed,  as  from  blifters  in  fevers,  &c.  If  idiopathic,  it 
is  dangerous ;  in  old  perfons,  frequendy  mortal  i  it 
often  terminates  in  an  incurable  ifchury. 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  abftain  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  from  liquids,  and  take  food  that  is  balfamic  and 
light  of  digeftion,  and  make  ufe  of  agglutinants,  as 
linfeed  tea,  fomentations,  emollient  clyfters,  lenient 
cathartics,  oleous  injections,  mild  diuretics,  cardiacs, 
opiates,  warm  femicupia,  cold  pediluvia,  or  the  ca- 
theter. 
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theter.  If  i>  proceeds  from ,  fpafms,  give  half  drj 
ounce  of  aether  with  a  fcruple  of  camphire  in  it.  If 
from  a  paralytic  afFeaion  of  the  detrufors. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce  and  half, 

^  Compound  powder  of  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  elefta- 
aiy. 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  takers  every  two  hours. 

In  other  cafes  the  following  remedies  have  been 
attended  with  fuccefs ; 

Take  of  Oil  of  olives,  five  drachms, 
Camphire,  two  drachms. 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  one  drachrti. 

With  this  liniment  let  the  pubes  and  perinaeum  be 
anointed  every  hour. 

Let  two  ounces  of  horfe-rhadifli  fcraped,  be  boil- 
ed in  a  pint  of  ale,  thrown  into  a  clofe-ftool,  and  the 
vapor  be  received. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  fcruplesj 
Nitre,  one  fcruple, 
Camphire,  live  grains, 
Qil  of  anifeeds,  forty  dropr. 
Aromatic  confeftion,  enough  for  a  bo^e. 

To  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion.  Or,  the  bal- 
fam  of  Peru  mixture,  under  the  article  Stone. 
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If  the  pain  is  vehement,  give  two  or  three  grains 
"  purified  opium. 


URINE  SUPPRESSED. 


cus  that  lines  the  urethra,  deficient  fecretion  of  it ; 
ulcers,  diarrhoea,  gonorrhoea,  veficatories,  acrid 
food,  hard  riding,  hard  drinking,  the  ftone. 

The  diagnojlics.  On  an  attempt  to  make  water 
the  pain  begins-,  after  it  is  evacuated,  a  violent  fmart- 
ing  and  fenfation  of  heat;  moft  fevere  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Iprethra. 

The prognofcics.  Proceeding  from  another  difeafe, 
reference  muft  be  had  to  the  original  caufe.  If  con- 
ftitutional,  the  cafe  is  difficult. 

An  Ifchunrinold  perfons,  or  when  tlie  water  can. 
not  be  reduced  by  the  catheter,  is  generally  mortal : 
the  laft  refourcc  is  immerfion  of  the  feet  in  cold 


water. 
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A  few'  cafes  I  have  met  with  of  perfons  not  much 
advanced  in  years,  where  there  has  been  no  in- 
dination  to  malce  water,  nor  has  there  been  any  in 
the  bladder  ;  frequent  naufeas  have  been  the  only 
other  fymptom  of  want  of  health.  On  diffefUon, 
the  kidneys  have  been  found  wafted. 

The  cure.  The  patient  fhould  ufe  diluent  liquors, 
whey,  aluminous  waters,  agglutinants,  blomange, 
broths,  jellies,  balfam  of  copaiva,  gum  arabic,  de- 
coBion  of  marfli-mallow  roots,  new  milk  warm,  ab- 
forbents  and  fuch  as  are  propofed  under Str  angury, 
which  fee.  See  alfo  the  balfam  of  Peru  mixture, 
under  the  article  Stone. 


URINE,    Incontlnencs  of, 

IF  the  patient  cannot  hold  his  water,  let  a  blifter- 
ing  plaifter  be  applied  to  the  os  facrum,  of  the 
fame  fize  and  fliape,  to  be  kept  on  four  or  five 
days,  or  'till  it  comes  off  of  ilfclf,  and 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  two  drachms, 
Tifidlure  of   cantharides  -enough    for  an 
eledluary. 

DoK  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  night  and  morning. 


LETHARGY. 
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LETHARGY. 

A  Lethargy  is  an  involuntary  drowfinefs,  orcon- 
jTIl   tinual  propenfity  to  fleep. 

The  caiifes,  A  deficiency  of  vital  heat  in  the  ce- 
rebrum, foggy  food,  excefs  of  pituita,  indolence, 
ufing  fleep  after  dinner,  omitting  cuftomary  exer- 
cife,  lentor,  vifcidity  of  the  fluids,  fpafms. 

The  diagnojlics.  They  are  obvious  from  what  has 
been  already  obferved,  to  which  may  be  added  a  me- 
mory much  impaired. 

The  prognoftics.  In  young  perfons,  if  they  are 
invaded  in  the  fummer  time,  it  is  eafily  cured  ;  in 
winter  if  the  patient  is  attacked,  and  feels  a  great 
proftration  of  flrength,  it  is  dangerous.  In  old 
perfons,  if  the  urine  is  white,  it  is  fcarccly  cu- 
rable. 

The  mre.  Removal  into  a  clear  dry  air  is  ne- 
ceiTary.  The  diet  fhould  be  as  in  Hypochondria, 
which  fee.  Bleeding  often  renders  it  incurable.  A 
bladder  may  be  filled  with  hot  water,  and  laid  on  the 
head,  which  fliould  be  rubbed  with  warm  flannel,  or 

G  g  2  ufe 
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ule  fome  of  the  appHcations  recommended  under  the 
article  Head-ach.  Touch  the  palate  with  a  feather 
dipped  in  boiling  water.  The  proper  remedies 
are  fternutatones,  acrid  clyfters,  ftimulants,  aro- 
matics,  volatiles,  chalybeates,  veficatories;  the 
dry.  vomit,  and  plaifters  to  the  head  when  flia- 
ven,  as, 

Take  of  Galbanum,  two  drachms, 
Pellitory, 
Long  pepper, 
Caftor,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Balfam  of  Peru,  fufficient  to  make  a  plaiAer. 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartniorn, 

Volatiiefalt  of  amber,  of  each  a  fcruple, 
Lifbon  wine,  two  ounces, 

A  draught  to  be  taken  every  night. 

Take  of  Volatile  tinflure  of  valerian, 

Tindlure  of  guiacum,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice 
or  thrice  a  day, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 
Fil'ngs  of  iron, 

Afa  fcetida,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  one  feruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Thirty-two  ;  two  or  three  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 


IMPOTENXY. 
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I    M    P    O    T    E    N    C  Y. 


IMbecility  is  an  inaptitude  for  coition  :  Impotency 
is  a  total  incapacity  of  that  aftion. 

The  caufes.  A  deficiency,  of  vital  heat,  or  Ibmc 
impediment  to  its  proper  efflux  from  the  fpinal 
marrow  ;  weaknefs  of  the  folids,  profufe  venery, 
ill-cured  claps,  gleets  of  long  continuance,  gravelly 
diforders,  anorexia,  maftupralion,  frequent  bleed- 
ings. 

The  diagnofiics.  Flaccidity  and  hanging  down  of 
the  telticles,.  coldnefs  of  the  glans  penis  ;  tew,  weak, 
or  no  ereBions  ;  pain  or  weaknefs  in  the  loins,  wan- 
dering ditches  in  the  fides  and  groins,  cephalalgia, 
vertiginous  diforders,  involuntary  erniffions  without 
erections,  hypochondria. 

The prognopcs.  If  idiopathic,  the  cure  is  difficult : 
in  old  men  impradicable  ;  if  the  patient  is  young 
and  has  no  other  complaiiir  of  any  confequence  ; 
or  -if  it  proceeds  only  from  indifcreet  excefies,  ic 
is  eaiily  curable ;  if  accon'pAnied  with  a  gleet, 
let  thai  be  fit  ft  muzzled  before  the  cure  is  at-  • 
tempted. 

The 
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The  cure.  Great  regard  mufl:  be  paid  to  the  non-na- 
turals.  The  patient  fhould  keep  his  mind  conftantly 
employed,  to  prevent  as  much  as  poflible  the  incurfion 
of  venereal  defires  or  thoughts.  He  fliould  rife  early 
in  the  morning,  take  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  flopping 
ihortonly  of  fatigue.  The  lefs  fluids  that  are  drank 
the  better,  the  whole  quantity  ought  not  to  exceed 
two  quarts  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  Let  the  diet 
be  of  fhell-fifli  of  all  forts,  particularly  lobfiers,  crabs 
or  oyfters  ;  of  flat-fifli  alfo,  as  fcait,  turbot,  dories 
and  plaice,  efpecially  the  flvin  of  the  latter  j  or  of 
any  wild  fowl,  the  mofl:  eligible  of  which  are  pigeons, 
partridges,  and  woodcocks  ;  add  to  which  eggs,  larn- 
pries,  eels  of  all  fprts,  which  are  by  no  means  inferi* 
or  to  vipers  ;  cavear,  ilrong  meat  foups,  any  animal 
(but  no  vegetable)  food,  particularly  pork,  calve's- 
head,  with  the  fkin  on  ;  calves  and  neats  feet,  or 
trotters.  Milk  is  the  beft  breakfaft  and  fuppcr. 
Brandy  and  water  the  moft  proper  to  drink  at  dinner, 
j^^agglutinants,  chalybeates  and  aromatics  are  ufe- 
fuf ;  opiates  alfo,  which  powerfully  increafe  the  fe- 
cretion  of  femen.  The  tefticles  fhould  be  bathed 
nigiit  and  morning  with  equal  parts  of  alcohol  and 
vinegar  'cill  they  cabbage  ;  nor  is  it  a  matter  unwor- 
thy of  attention,  always  to  wipe  the  glans  dry  after 
vnaking  urine.    See  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 

Sterilitv  is  owing  to  the  fame  caufcs,  and  requires 
the  fame  method  of  treatment,  To  give  prolificiiy 
to  ihe  femen,  by  determining  a  fuliicient  quantity 

of 
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xjf^he  nervous  influence  to  it,  nothing  equals  the  oil 
of  cloves,  bymeansof  which  many  have  proved  fa- 
thers, after  ail  previous  efforts  had  for  many  years 
been  fruidefs  :  this,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  emit- 
ted in  any  medicines  that  are  given,  calculated  for 
that  purpofe.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  in  this 
place,  that  the  balfam  of  Peru  has  an  effeft  dire6lly 
oppofite  to  that  of  the  faid  oil. 

The  following  formula?  powerfully  ftimulate  to 
conjugal  intercourfes,  furnifli  ability  equal  to  defire 
and  feldom  fail  to  render  thofe  intercourfes  pro- 
lific. 

Take  of  Oil  of  cloves,  half  an  ounce,  dilTolve  ia 
The  yolk  of  an  egg,  then  add 
Tin£ture  of  cantharides,  an  ouhce  and  half. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  night 
and  morning. 

T^keof  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcraples. 
Purified  opium,  ten  grains, 
Cantharides,  fix  grains. 
Oil  of  cloves,  enough  forpills. 

Sixteen ;  two  to  be  taken  every  night. 

ifj-  Take  of  Aromatic  poivder. 

Cloves,  of  each  a  fcrujle, 

Ambcrgreafe, 

Mufk,  of  each  fivegfaioj. 


Purified 
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purified  opium,  two  grains^ 

Camharides,  one  grain. 

Oil  of  cloves,  five  drops, 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  taken  every  night  for  a  month,  keeping  the 
body  foluble,  during  which  time  the  patient  fhould 
have  no  connexion  with  his  wife. 

Take  of  oil  of  cloves,  fix  drachms, 

^  Oil  of  nutmegs,  one  drachm, 

Of  thefe  drops,  ten  may  be  taken  on  fugar  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Oil  of  doves,  ten  drops, 

0:3"  Mucilage  of  Gum  arabic,  half  a  drachm. 
Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

A  draught  to  be  made  according  to  art,  and  taken 
morning  and  evening. 


{ 


gout; 


(  «3a  ) 


GOUT, 


THE  Gout  is  a  chronical  difeafe  moft  commonly 
afFefting  the  feet.  If  it  attacks  the  knees  it  is 
called  Gonagra ;  if  the  hands,  Chiragra  ;  if  the  elbow, 
Onagra ;  if  the  flioulder,  Omagra  ;  if  the  back  or 
loins,  Lumbago. 

The  caufes.  Irregularity  with  refpeft  to  fome  of  . 
the  non-naturals,  immoderate  venery,  feeding  fre- 
quently and  immoderately  on  fat,  great  fatigue,  a 
rnoia  cold  air,  a  contufion,  tartarous  wines,  ferment- 
ing liquors  ;  acid  gas,  as  appears  from  the  four  fweats 
and  acid  eruftations  fo  common  in  arthritic  paroxyfms; 
fruit,  vegetables,  the  pafTions  of  the  mind,  in- 
dolence. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  moft  intenfe  pairi,  as  though  a 
wedge  were  fixed  between  the  joints ;  or  as  if  the 
part  were  in  a  prefs ;  fometimes  it  feems  flretched 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  unhappy  patient  is  ready  td 
think  that  it  will  burft  every  moment :  when  this  is 
the  cafe,  it  is  feldom  more  than  fix  hours  before  the 
pain  abates  and  welcome  deep  fucceeds.  Sometimes 
the  fenfation  is  fimilartothat  which  Avould  be  brought 
on  if  the  parts  were  gnawn  by  carnivorous  animals. 

H  h  Thofe 
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I  hofe  who  have  been  long  tormented  with  it  have 
often  a  cretaceous  matter  iffue  from  the  burfting  of 
thefmall  veffels,  which  is  an  induration  of  the  ner- 
vous  filaments,  and  is  aQually  chalk,  for  the  nerves 
feem  to  be  originally  conftituted  of  a  chalky  earth 
lengthened  into  fibres  by  animal  glue. 

The  prognojlics.  If  hereditary  (which  with  hum- 
ble  fubmiffion  to  DoQor  C.  it  certainly  may  be)  it  is 
moft  difficult  to  reheve.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  incurable,  as  all  diforders  are  faid  to  be  which  we 
know  not  horv  to  cure.  The  fits  may  undoubtedly 
be  rendered  milder,  and  perhaps  be  totally  prevented 
by  purfuing  the  fubfequent  method  ;  it  has  fucceedcd 
in  the  removal  of  many  inveterate  Gouts,  though 
they  were  of  long  Handing  and  had  been  every  year 
exacerbating. 

Tne  cure  Let  fhe  patient  live  wholly  on  animal 
food,  orufeamilk  diet,  and  for  change  take  meatf 
broths  ;  he  may  drink  plentifully  of  two  milk-whey ; 
but  mull  abfbain  from  all  vegetables,  claret  and  malt 
liquors  ;  fpirits  diluted  with  water  will  not  hurt  him. 
Kxercife  is-  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  too  much  cannot 
be  taken,  nor  can  it  be  too  often  repeated,  if  it  does 
not  proceed  to  fatigue.  The  mind  fliould  be  kept  as 
calm  and  compofed  as  poflible  ;  amufement  and  a 
little  dilfipation  of  thought  is  necelTary. 

If  the  gout  feizes  the  ftomach,  give  immediately 
hatf  an  ounce  of  seiher  with  a  fcruple  of  camphire 
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.n  it ;  let  it  be  taken  alone  in  a  fpoon,  without  Aval- 
lo\ving  any  liquid  for  fome  minutes  after  it :  if  the 
fenfation  it  occahons  is  difagreeable,  he  may  rinfe 
his  mouth  with  a  little  cold  water,  and  fpit  it  out. 
It  is  an  admirable  remedy,  and  never  deceived 
me. 

To  fix  an  erratic  gout,  and  bring  on  a  regular  fit, 
give  afa  fcetida  inwardly,  and  bathe  the  great  toe  and 
metatarfus  with  water  of  ammonia. 

If  the  fit  comes  on  in  good  earneft. 

Take  of  Camphire,  fifteen  grains, 
0^  Purified  opium,  four  grain*. 
Ipecacuanha,  three  grains. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  emetic  quickfilver,  of  each  two 
grains. 

Aromatic  confeftion,  enough  for  a  bole. 
Let  this  be  waflied  down  with  the  following  draught : 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  guaiacum,  fix  drachms. 
Pure  water,  eight  fpaonfuls. 

After  taking  this  bolus  and  draught,  the  patient 
Ihould  lie  between  flannel  fheets.  Let  the  draught 
be  repeated  every  night  for  fome  time,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  two  drachms  of  elixir  of  aloes,  if  coftive,  and 
I'kat  the  Gout  is  incurable  is  a  propofition  that  will  no 
longer  be  taken  for  granted. 


Hhz 


The 


(  ; 

The  alvine  canal  fhould  be  kept  open  witbaloetici 
and  quickfilver ;  all  bitters  and  alkalis  are  ufeful  ; 
nor  is  it  amifs  to  bathe  the  feet  every  night  in  warm 
water  with  a  handful  of  fait  in  it,  As  to  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches,  or  opening  the  faphcena  when  the  fi  t 
is  coming  on,  I  never  faw  any  good  effeB.  from  it, 
nor  can  a  gouty  perfQU  be  bled  without  great  hazard 
and  danger.  As  to  burning  cotton  on  the  part  af- 
fetled,  notwithftanding  the  authority  with  which  it 
comes  recommended,  I  could  never  perfuade  any 
perfon  to  try  the  experiment  If  topics  are  defired, 
quick-lime  and  honey  for  an  epithem  feems  to  be  the 
moft  eligible  one. 

Or, 

Take  of  Vitriolic  acid, 

Rofe  water,  of  each  forty  drops. 
Simple  ointment,  an  ounce, 

A  liniment  to  be  applied  often  to  the  part  affeded. 
Or  a  veficatory. 

To  prevent  a  return  let  one  of  the  fubfequent  me- 
dicines be  given  and  continued  for.  fome  months : 
they  are  adapted  to  the  various  circumftances  of  dif- 
ferent patients,  and  the  choice  muft  depend  on  ths 
^kill  of  the  praftitioner. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  tinfture  of  guaiacum,  or 
.  One  of  water  of  pure  kah". 

May 
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Jylay  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum, 

Camphire,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  a  fcruplc. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  three  to  be  taken  every  night, 
and  two  in  the  morning. 

Take  of  ^loetic  pills,  a  drachjn  and  half. 
Filings  of  iron,  half  a  drachm. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  a  fcrupic, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough,  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ;  two  to  be  taken  (or  three) 
night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Germander, 

Ground  pine,  of  each  an  ounce, 

LefTer  centaury,  fix  drachms. 

Gentian  roet,  half  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  cle£luary, 

The  fize  of  a  walnut  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a  day. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 

Winter's  bark,  three  drachms. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,   enough   for  an 
eledluary. 


Dofe 
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Doe  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  thrice  a  day. 


Take  of  Ginger,  an  ounce. 

Chamomile  flowers,  half  an  ounce. 
Grains  of  paradife, 
Galangal,  of  each  two  drachms. 
Oil  of  mint,  one  drachm. 
Syrup  of  Qrange  peel,  enough  for  an  elec- 
tuar/4. 

The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

In  emaciated  habits,  two  drachms  of  the  tar- 
tarifed  iron  may  be  added  to  either  of  the  above 
deftuaries. 


RHEUMATISM, 
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RHEUMATISM. 

THE  Rheumatifm  is  a  painful  diforder,  the  feat 
of  \Yhich  is  in  the  membraneous  part  of  the 
body  :  it  is  fometimes  miftaken  for  the  gbut. 

The  caxifts.  A  vifcidity  of  that  mucus  which  is 
defigned  to  lubricate  the  joints  and  facihtate  their 
motion,  heats  and  colds,  moift  air,  relics  of  the  ve- 
nereal diforder,  large  quantities  of  quickfilver  taken, 
fcrophulous  difeafeSj  acrid  ferum,  deficiency  of  vi- 
tal heat. 

The  diagnojlks.  Wandering  pains,  a  fixed  pain 
in  the  Ihoulder,  hip,  loins,  arm,  leg,  knee,  thigh, 
breaft,  fide,  or  head,  the  part  feldom  red,  the  pain 
felt  mod  when  the  part  is  in  motion,  or  the  pain 
being  moft  fevere  at  night,  when  the  patient  begins 
to  grow  warm  in  bed. 

N.  B.  This  is  the  cafe,  when  the  caufe  is  elaftic 
air.  Sometimes  it  is  attended  with  a  fever,  then 
called  the  hot  rheumatifm,  preceded  by  chills  and 
rigor  i  perfons  in  years  feel  the  attack  in  their  head 
and  bowels. 


the 
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'the.  prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  the  chronic  rheu- 
rnatifm  is  curable  with  great  facility,  however  difficult 
to  cure  it  may  be  thought  to  be  :  the  author  has  a 
right  to  fpeak  with  fome  confidence  on  this  fubje6t, 
for  he  has  certainly  had  the  management  of  as  many 
rheumatic  cafes  as  any  human  being,  without  finding 
any  of  them  rebellious  to  the  method  hereafter  pro- 
pofed.  If  improperly  treated  it  is  very  apt  to  return 
periodically.  If  fymptomatic,  the  cure  of  it  de- 
pends on  the  removal  of  the  primary  diforder. 
Bleeding  in  the  chronic  Rheumatifm,  protracts  the 
cure. 

Theatre.  If  attended  with  ail  drdent  fever  f  then 
called  the  acute  Rheurnatifm)  let  it  be  treated  in  juft 
the  fame  manner  as  an  ardent  fever ;  when  there  is 
a  remilTion  give  the  bark,  which  by  the.  way,  will  re- 
tnove  any  rheumatic  diforder,  if  exhibited  fcientifi- 
cally,  and  in  large  quantities,  with  proper  combinati- 
ons. The  lancet  has  been  eftecmed  neceflary  in  a 
chronic  Rheumatifm,  but  it  is  never  really  fo  ;  for  if 
it  fliould  yield  a  temporary  relief,  fuch  a  relief  is  pur- 
chafed  at  a  vafl:  expence.  The  diet  fhould  be  the 
fame  as  in  the  Gout,  which  fee.  "  Let  the  part  be 
kept  warm,  bathed  with  oil  of  turpentine  night  and 
morning,  or  a  bliftering  plaifler  be  laid  on  it.  Buck- 
(jean  tea,  though  naufeous,  is  no  bad  auxiliary.  The 
dry  vomit  will  greatly  expedite  recovery,  and  in 
many  cafes  cffetl  a  cure  alone. 

Take 
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Take  of  Tartarlfed  antimony. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  eight  grainsjj 

f'or  three  powdeis.  One  to  be  taken  every  morn- 
ing falling. 

Take  of  Tiridiare  oF guaiacum,  fix  drachnij; 
Tinfture  of  aloes,  one  drachm. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  half  a  drachm. 

To  be  taken  in  eight  fpobrifuls  of  milk  or  water 
every  night  'till  well.  Four  or  five  of  thefe  draughts 
are  generally  fuJEcierit  for  a  perfeSl  ciire.  Or, 

13"  Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  feven  grains. 
Purified  opium,  three  grains. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  to  make  two  pills. 

Both  to  be  taken  at  bed-tinie,  and  repeated  as  there  is 
occafion.  Or, 

Take  of  Colocynth,  tivo  fcruples. 

Purified  opium,  one  fcruple, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  eaCh  tcft 
grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 
Twelve ;  two  to  be  taken  at  night.  Or, 

Take  of  Calomel*, 

Confervc  of  arum, 

I  i  Camphor, 
^  Procured  from  Apoihecariej  Hall. 
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Camphor,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  taken  at  bed-iirae.    To  prevent  its  return, 

t^l"  Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  two  ounces. 
Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  two  fcruples. 
Oil  of  turpentine,  three  drachms, 
*   Honey,  enough  for  an  elcdtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  morning  and  night.  This 
eledluary  will  fucceed  alfo  in  the  cure  of  moft  cafes 
alone. 

Take  of  Tindlure  of  guaiacum,  two  ounces. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-ipoonfuls  be  taken  morn* 
ing  and  night. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Extraft  of  liquorice,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  annifeeds,  two  drachms, 

Tindlure  of  benjamin,  enough  for  an  eleftaary, 

Uofe,  the  fize  of  a  ehefnut  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 

Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  ofSaffafras,  two  drachms. 

Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eleduary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  thrice  a  day. 


H  I  P- 
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H    I    P    -   G    O    U  T. 

TH  E  Sciatica,  or  Hip-Gout,  is  fo  called  be- 
caufe  the  pain  i§  confined  to  the  parts  about 
the  hip. 

The  cau/e.  Infpiflation  of  the  mucus  in  the  aceta- 
bulum, which  may  be  occafioned  by  the  fame  caufes 
which  produce  the  Rheumatifm. 

Tht  diagnojlics.  Intenfe  pain,  as  though  the  thigh 
were  diflocated ;  it  is  moft  common  with  ihofe  who 
have  not  arrived  at  the  years  of  puberty ;  fometimeg 
very  old  perfons  are  attacked  with  it;  it  rarely  in- 
vades thofe  of  middle  age ;  atrophy  of  the  thigh, 
lamenefs. 

The  prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  it  is  not  dange- 
rous ;  if  not  fcientifically  treated  at  firft,  it  may  re- 
quire fome  difficulty  and  time  to  remove;  if  fympto- 
matic,  reference  muft  be  had  to  the  primary  difor- 
'der;  the  lamenefs,  if  of  long  Handing,  is  rarely  cu- 
rable. 


li  2 


The 
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The  curel  The  regimen  and  medicines  requifitc 
are  much  the  fame  as  thofe  juft  mentioned  in  the 
Rheumatifm.  Vitriolated  quickfilver  is  «2;reatly  and 
juftly  extolled  as  an  alterative  in  this  cafe.  It  will 
generally  yield,  in  a  few  days,  to  one  large  fpoonfui 
of  volatile  tinfture  of  guaiacum,  given  every  night  in 
fix  fpoonfuls  of  water.  Some  recommend  whipping 
the  part  with  nettles.  Much  more  eligible  topics  are 
to  be  found  below. 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum>  two  drachms. 
Purified  opium,  half  a  drachm, 
Tartarifed  antimony, 

Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  ten  gralnSj 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two ;  two,  or  three  to  be  taken  every 
ni^ht.  Or, 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  a  drachm  and  a  half, 
Camphire,  half  a  drachm. 
Calomel,  twelve  grains. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and; 
night. 

Take  of  Camphire, 

Barbadoes  tar. 
Oil  of  turpentinCa 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 


A  liniment, 
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A  iiniment,  to  be  ufed  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  Or, 

Take  of  Black  foap. 

Honey,  of  each  an  ounce. 

With  the  white  of  an  egg,  make  an  ointment,  as  be- 
fore. 

Take  of  Litharge  plalfter  with  gams,  an  ounce, 
Plaifter  of  cantharides,  two  drachms, 
Euphorbium,  one  drachm, 

A  plaifter.  Or,  the  common  bliftering  plaifter  (which 
may  be  applied  to  the  head  of  the  fibula,  if  the  part, 
or  knee  be  fwelled)  or  a  Burgundy  pitch  plaifter. 
See  Rheumatism. 


D    E    A    F    N    E    S  'S, 


E  A  F  N  E  S  S  muft  be  treated  according  to 
the  primary  diforder  from  which  it  arifes,  as 
epilepfy,  lues,  fevers,  &:c.     The  more  plentiful  the 
excretion  of  cerumen  is,   the  eafier  to  be  cured. 

The 
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The  metliods  proper  to  be  taken  are  fuch  as  follow . 
purges,  diaphoretics,  veficatories,  fetons,  fyringings, 
fternutatories,  and  the  dry  vomit.  Ele6tricity  m\\ 
fometimes  cure  it,  fo  alfo  will  wearing  their  own  hair 
in  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to  a  wig. 

The  common  caufe  of  Deafnefs  is  a  deficient,  or  too 
vifcid  fecretion,  or  a  conftipation  of  the  wax  in  the 
ears.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  warm  water  poured  into  the 
ears,  and  fuffered  to  continue  for  a  minute  or  two  in 
them,  every  night,  will  often  produce  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  efFefts.  This  is  a  more  expeditious 
folvent  of  the  cerumen  than  upwards  of  feventy  other 
different  menftruums  that  were  tried.  Let  a  pinch  of 
the  following  fnuff  betaken  immediately  after: 

Take  of  White  hellebore  root,  a  fcruple, 
Euphorbium,  two  grains, 

A  fternutatory  powder. 

If  the  warm  water  will  not  remove  Deafnefs,  after 
ufing  it  fome  weeks,  nothing  that  is  put  into  the  ears 
will  do  it. 

If  an  infeft  has  penetrated  into  the  ear  beyond  the 
reach  of  extraftion,  let  it  be  killed  by  dropping  fome 
of  the  following  mixture  warm  into  the  ear  : 


Take 
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Take  of  Tin*are  of  aloes,  half  an  ounce, 
Oil  of  wormwood,  thirty  drops. 
Oil  of  favin,  twenty  drops. 


CHOREA    SANCTI  VITL 

ST.  Vitus'  Dance  is  an  involuntary  yet  irrefidabie 
motion  of  feveral  mufcles.  The  patient  ufes  ma- 
ny ridiculous  and  antic  geftures :  what  is  very  odd, 
thofe  mufcles  only  are  afFeQed  which  are  deftined  for 
fpontaneous  motion,  for  the  heart,  diaphragm,  lungs 
and  ftoraach  aire  never  injured  by  this  whimfical  dif- 
order. 

The  cauft.  An  unequal  diftribution  of  the  nervous 
influence.  This  is  often  owing  to  an  obftrucled  meru 
flruation,  chlorofis,  acid  gas,  irritation  from  worms, 
weaknefs  of  the  folids. 

The  diagndjlics.  It  is  moll  common  to  females  be-  * 
fore  puberty  ;  tremors,  convulfions,  diftortions,  con- 
tinued contraction  of'the  antagonift  mufcle;  working 
of  the  eyes,  ftiffnefs  of  the  limbs,  hopping  about  up- 
on one  leg,  catchings  of  the  hands,  twilling  of  the 
fingers,  lying  down  and  rifing  upright  for  many  times 

together. 
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together,  various  gfotefque  and  unintended  gefticu- 
lations. 

The  prognoftics,  Mendruation  generally  cures  it, 
I  have  feen  many  very  extraordinary  cafes  bf  this 
fort,  but  never  met  with  one  that  was  difficult  to 
cure.  When  of  long  continuance  it  fometimes  de- 
generates to  an  epilepfy.  The  ufe  of  the  lancet 
(which  ought  by  hb  means  to  be  allowed  in  this  dif- 
order)  fometimes  fupei-- induces  an  opifthotonos  and 
often  ah  incurable  phthifis. 

The  cwrc.  For  regimen  fee  Weaki^ess  of  the 
Solids,  which  is  an  infeparable  concomitant  of  this 
diflernper.  Begin  the  cUre  with  the  dry  vomit,  which 
Ihould  be  continued  twice  Or  thrice  a  week  'till  the 
patient  is  recovered  :  befides  this,  the  following  pills 
and  drops  will  greatly  expedite  the  cure. 

Take  of  Socotrlne  aloes,  a  drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  one  fcruple. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

lumber  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  every  night, 
b>  oftencr. 

Takeof  Tindurc  of  afa  fcstida,  an  ounce. 


A  tea--' 
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A  tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


To  complete  the  cure,  let  chalybeate  waters  be 
ufed,  and  the  cold  Bath  every  morning.  Half  a 
drachm  of  ginger  may  be  given  with  great  advantage 
twice  a  day.  I  feldom,  if  ever,  omitted  it.  The 
balfam  of  copaiva  is  of  confiderable  utility,  as  alfo 
is  the  volatile  tintture  of  valerian.  The  fubfe- 
quent  mixture  I  have  feen  the  moft  defirable  efFefts 
from  ; 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  drachms. 

Cinnamon  water,  feven  ounces. 

Water  of  ammonia, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Of  this  mixture  let  two  fpoonfuls  be  taken  morning 
^nd  night. 


WEAKNESS 
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V/  E  A     N  E  S  S    of  the.  SOLID  S. 

T  N  all  habits  of  body  where  there  is  a  conftitiuiGnalr 
deficiency  of  vital  heat»  there  muft  exift  a  laxity 
of  the  mufcular  fibre,  with  fome  of  its  ufual  corveorai- 
tants,  viz.  habitual  chillinefs,  flabbinefs  of  the  flefli, 
pallid  countenance,  thin  lank  hair,  bad  appetite,  low- 
nefs  of  fpirits,  cuticular  eruptions,  flatulencies,  bili- 
ous diforders,  obftinate  coLlLvenefs,  ov  diarrhoea. 
"Whatever  malady  fuch  perfons  may  labour  under, 
bleeding  is  inadrniffible,  and  muft  be  highly  impro- 
per; for  fuch  an  operation  will  certainly  prove  inju- 
rious, and  perhaps  (as  is  too  often  the  cafe)  fatal  to 
the  patient-,  purging  may  be  of  confiderable  utility  to 
I'uch  perfons,  becaufe  they  have  generally  a  redan- 
dance  of  ferous  fluids,  though  never  of  the  flat  red 
particles-.  Weaknefs  of  the  folids  requires  peculiar 
attention  to  the  regimen  and  diet,  for  that  which  is 
received  into  the  ftomach  by.  pounds  and  quarts,  is 
much  more  confcquential  and  may  as  well  be  adapted 
to  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  as  that  which  is  taken  by  grains 
and  drops.  For  fuch  perfons  a  clear  dry  air  is  e;:- 
treme^y  rcquifiie,  at  fomc  diflance  from  treesj  nor  is 
it  an  unimportant  matter  for  them  to  take  frequent 

walks 
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walks  in  a  garden  well  ftored  with  aromatic  herbs, 
fuch  as  rue,  lavender,  mint,  rofemary,  &c.  or  thofe 
herbs  may  be  kept  growing  in  the  houfe,  but  by  no 
means  fufFered  to  lie  in  it  when  dry  or  dead.  Sleep 
iliould  not  be  allowed  to  excefs,  and  the  lefs  time 
that  is  fpent  in  bed  when  not  fleeping,  the  better. 
The  excretions  mull  be  duly  regulated,  for  a  great 
deal  depends  on  a  proper  regard  to  the  evacuations : 
care  fliould  be  taken  to  adjuft  this  affair  with  as  much 
nicety  as  poffible,  and  to  trim  the  balance  between 
deficiency  and  excefs.     To  fuch  perfons  few  things 
are  of  more  importance  than  pleafing  converfation, 
diverlions,  and  a  conftant  endeavour  to  preferve  a 
calmnefs  and  compofure  of  mind.  •  Gentle  exercife, 
gradually  increafed,  muft  not  be  negle6led ;  particu- 
larly f.vinging,  during  a  continuance  of  a  moift  at- 
mofphere.    The  moft  nutritious  diet  is  to  be  recom- 
mended, fuch  forinftance,  as  milk,  which  is  the  beft 
breakfaft  and.  fupper  for  all  weakly  perfons  without 
exception;  no  perfon  need  be  apprebcnfive  of  any 
bad  confequences  from  its  curdling  on  the  llomach  : 
it  is  mod:  eligible  to  take  it  as  it  comes  from  the  cow, 
unlefs  it  purges ;  then  it  muft  be  boiled.    Of  broths 
(all  v/hich  are  ufeful)  that  which  is  made  of  pork  is 
preferable  ;  the  author  has  fccn  amazing  eR'eCls  from 
it.    Eggs,  if  they  do  not  gripe,  are  very  defirable, 
and  all  forts  of  animal,  with  little  (or  no  )  vegetable 
food;  efpecially  (hell  fifh,  and  flat  .fifli,  every  fpc- 
cics  of  v.hlch  affords  the  mofi;  plenteous  and  the  mod 

K  k  2  laudable 
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laudable  nourifliment :  next  to  tbefe  may  be  men- 
'  tioned  wild  fowl,  particularly  partridges,  growfe,  and 
pigeons  ;  for  cbange,  cbicken,  calves  feet  jellies, 
neats  feet,  trotters,  beef  tea,  foups  of  all  fort,  cavear 
and  bloraange.  A  little  fhould  be  taken  at  a  time 
but  often  repeated  :  a  jelly  may  be  aiv/ays  at  band 
and  cannot  be  too  frequently  had  recourfe  to,  if  the 
ftomach  will  bear  it,  for  that  muft  be  conftantly  hu- 
mored, and  nothing  fhould  be  refufed  that  the  leaft 
inclination  is  felt  for.  Spirits  diluted  with  water  are 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly  to  be  drank ;  unlefs  Madeira 
wine  fliould  be  found  n^iore  agreeable  to  the  palate  : 
if  beer  is  allowed,  it  ought  to  be  very  ftrong  and  very 
old,  but  not  ftale. 

As  ateneritude  of  the  fibres,  or  their  want  of  due 
elafticity  is  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  vital  heat,  which 
is  greatly  abated  by  an  acid  gas  or  vapor,  perfons  of 
this  frame  fhould  abftain  from  all  thofe  things  which 
increafe  this  four  halitus  by  fermenting  too  rapidly  in 
the  ftomach,  fuch  as  fugar,  fruit,  vegetables,  claret 
and  all  liquors  that  have  not  pafled  the  flate  of  fer- 
mentation. 

The  medicines  proper  to  be  adminiftered,  are  aro- 
matics,  bitters,  chalybeates,  aftringents,  the  bark, 
fcetids,  detergents,  cardiacs,  mineral  acids,  and 
above  all  things  elfe,  frequent  repetitions  of  the  dry 
vomit.  See  Phthifis,  Flatus,  Hypochondria,  Fpi- 
lepfy,  and  Impotency. 

PA  IN  FU  L 
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PAINFUL  DISORDERS. 


Pam  in  the  Head,    See  Cephalalgia. 


PAIN    in    the  EARS. 

T)  A  I  N  in  the  Ears  is  fometimes  caufed  by  the 
tooth-ach,  fometimes  owing  to  an  impoft- 
hume.  If  idiopathic  and  attended  with  a  tinnitus, 
apply  plaifters  of  Burgundy  pitch,  or  blifters  behind 
the  ears ;  ufe  warm  cataplafms,  ftcrnutatories,  fetons, 
cathartics,  or  opiates. 


TOOTH- 


T    O    O    T    H    -    A    C  H. 


TH  E   Tooth-ach  is  generally  owing  either  to 
a  tumor  of  the  gingivae,  of  the  circumjacent 
mufcles,  or  to  the  caries  of  the  tooth  ;   it  may  alfo 
originate  from  a  vifcidity,  or  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 
31 1  is  common  in  fcorbutic  habits  and  to  thofe  of  weak 
folids.    If  it  comes  periodically,    let  the  bark  be 
taken.    Opiates,  if  necefiary,  may  be  given  internal- 
ly.   Oil  of  caftor  held  in  the  mouth  will  often  give 
immediate  eafe,  fo  alfo  will  eleftricity.    If  the  gums 
are  much  fwelled,  they  may  be  ripened  by  a  cata- 
plafm  of  figs ;  fmoaking  tobacco  will  fometimes  dif- 
cufs  the  tumor.    Sternutatories  are  exceeding  ufefuJ, 
and  fo  are  veficatories;   warm  cloths  fhould  be  fre- 
quently applied,  and  plaifters  of  Burgundy  pitch  to 
the  temples.     A  tea  fpoonful  of  tinfture  ot  opi- 
um, or  brandy,  poured  into  the  ear  of  the  affe61ed 
fide  fcldom  fails  to  remove  the  pain,  efpecially  if  a 
Jittle  viaegar  be  previoufly  held  in  the  mouth.    If  the 
tooth  is  carious,  extirpation  is  the  quickeft  and  moft 
efficacious  remedy:  if  that  is  not  permitted, 


Take 
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Take  of  Purified  opium, 

Camphire,  of  each  two  grains. 
Oil  of  cloves. 

Oil  of  pepper,  of  each  two  drop?? 
A  pill,  to  be  put  into  the  tooth. 


PAIN     in     the    F  A  C  E. 

IF  the  pain  is  over  all  one  fide  of  the  face,  or  if  both 
the  maxillae  are  afFefted,  ufe  a  gargarifm  of  bran- 
dy and  vinegar,  equal  parts,  and  bathe  the  part  out- 
v.'ardly  with  warm  oil:  if  this  method  has  not  the  de- 
fired  efFeft,  diffolve  a  drachm  of  camphire  in  half  ani 
ounce  of  siher,  pour  a  little  of  it  into  the  hand,  and 
apply  to  the  afFe6!ed  part. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  drachms. 

Calcined  antimony,  two  fcruples. 
Pure  water,  fevcn  ounces, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  one  ounce, 

A  Mixture ;  three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  night  ana 
morning. 


j?  AIN 
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PAIN     oj     the  NECK. 

TH  I  S  is  commonly  called  a  Crick,  and  is  foon 
helped  by  drawing  fparks  from  the  part  when 
the  patient  is  placed  on  an  ele6lrical  ftool ;  by  the 
frequent  application  of  warm  cloths,  or  by  ironing 
the  part,  ormoiftening  it  with  a  faturated  folution  of 
camphire  in  aether,  or  compound  water  of  acetated 
litharge. 

Pain  inthe  Breaft.    See  Phthisis. 

Pain  in  the  Side.    See  Flatus. 

Pain  in  the  Stomach,    See  Heart-burn. 


PAIN  in   the  BACK   or  LOINS. 

TAKE  of  Balfam  of  copaiva,  an  ounce.  Of 
thefe  drops  let  twenty  be  taken  on  brown  fugar 
night  and  morning. 

Take 
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Take  of  Spa  water,  half  a  pint. 

Boiling  water,  the  fame  quantity, 

A  draught,  to  be  drank  immediately,  and  to  be  re- 
peated twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Half  an  ounce  of  tinSure  of  guaiacuni. 

To  be  taken  every  night  in  fix  ounces  of  water.  See 
Nephritis  and  Rheumatism. 


PAIN    in  the  LIMBS. 


SEE  Rheumatism.  If  in  the  ShinS,  give  three 
or  four  grains  of  purified  opium,  with  three 
grains  of  precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony  every 
other  night,  anointing  them  every  night  with  the 
ftronger  blue  ointment. 


L I  WHITEc 
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WHITE-SWELLING. 


A  PPLY  a  bliftenng  plaifter  to  the  knee,  let  it  be 
jLjl  wrapped  up  in  it  and  the  plaifter  be  kept  on 
five  days.  This  fhould  be  repeated  every  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  'till  the  patient  is  well,  giving  the  dry 
vomit  twice  or  thrice  a  week.  I  never  met  with  but 
one  inftance  wherein  this  method  failed  of  fuccefs  in 
curing  this  formidable  diforder. 


HERNIA. 


A RUPTURE  is  either  inteftinal,  omental,  wa- 
tery, flatulent,  carnous,  or  varicofe.  The 
two  firll'are  owing  to  a  prolapfus  of  the  gut  ilium, 
or  the  caul  into  the  fcroturn,  groin,  or  navel.  In 
infants  it  is  eafily  curable,  in  adults  with  forae  dif- 
ficulty. 


Give 
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Give  an  emollient  clyfter,  apply  an  emollient  fo- 
mentation, reduce  and  retain  with  proper  ligatures  or 
a  trufs  :  the  patient  avoiding  flatulent  food  for  fome 
time,  and  all  violent  motions  of  the  body.  Let  the 
part  be  bathed  night  and  morning  with  alcohol,  or 
with  lime-water.  Keep  the  patient  on  his  back  as 
long  as  poflible :  I  have  known  thofe  who  by  refo- 
lutely  continuing  in  this  pofture  for  five  or  fix  weeks 
have  been  perfeftly  freed  from  a  Hernia  of  many 
years  {landing,  though  pretty  much  advanced  in 
years. 

The  watery  Hernia  to  be  known  by  a  pellucid  tu- 
mor of  the  tefticles,  is  to  be  cured  by  hydragogues, 
diuretics,  difcutlent  cataplafms,  or  punfture. 

The  ftrangulated  Hernia,  requires  the  hand  of  a 
furgeon. 


GANGRENE  and  MORTIFICATION. 


A   Gangrene  is  the  death  of  a  particular  part,  ow- 
^  ing  to  the  total  impediment  of  any  communis 
cation  of  a  fluid  from  the  arteries.    It  commonly 

L  1  2  affeas 
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afFe£ls  the  adipofe  membrane  only  :  a  Sphacelus  or 
Mortification  invades  all  parts,  the  bones  not  ex- 
cepted. 

Thecaufes.  Stagnation  of  the  fluids,  ligature  or 
compreflion  of  the  veins,  cold,  inflammation,  wounds, 
bruifeS,  luxations,  fraQures  (efpecially  if  bound  too 
tight)  ruptures. 

The  diagnojlics.  A  fenfation  of  a  dull  pain  ;  a 
pale,  afliy,  brown,  livid,  or  green  color  :  no  refiftance 
to  the  touch.  Thofe  of  a  mortification  are  infenfi- 
bility,  a  cadaverous  fmell,  perfeftly  black  color, 
that  blacknefs  fpreading,  an"  eroding  mortiferous  cor- 
ruption. 

The  progno/lics.  A  Gangrene  maybe  cured.  A 
Sphacelus  muft  be  extirpated. 

A  Gangrene  of  the  brain,  bowels  or  bladder,  is 
mortal  :  of  the  mouth,  lip,  nofl:rils  or  genitals,  dif- 
ficult  of  cure;  in  dropficals,  phthificals,  and  fcorbu- 
tics,  a  Gangrene  is  the  fore-runner  of  death. 

A  mortification,  if  it  attacks  the  upper  parts,  or 
brings  on  agrypnia,  delirium,  faintings,  borborygmi, 
hiccoughs,  fpafms,  pains  which  go  ofi^  fuddenly;  cold 
fweats,  or  coma,  forbodcs  the  hafly  approach  of  a 
diflblution. 

The 
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The  cure.  If  a  Gangrene  proceeds  from  froft, 
rub  the  parts  with  fnow  or  cold  water,  afterwards  ap- 
plying, 

Take  of  Compound  tinflure  of  aloes. 
Water  of  ammonia. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  each  equal  parts. 

For  a  liniment. 

To  ftop  the  progrefs  of  a  Mortification,  there  is  no 
external  application  comparable  in  efficacy  with  the 
oil  of  olives  :  let  the  part  be  bathed  with  it  as  hot  as 
it  can  be  borne  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  I  have  feen 
incredible  effe£ls  from  it,  even  with  perfons  greatly 
advanced  in  years.  If  any  thing  in  nature  will  pre- 
vent a  fphacelus  from  fpreading,  I  believe  ihis  will. 
Internally  give  the  bark,  chalybeales,  the  blue  vi- 
triol and  opiates. 

Take  of  The  opiate  pill,  a  drachm. 

Make  into  fixteen  pills  ;  one  to  be  taken  every  hour, 
or  oftener. 


SCIilRRUS 
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SCHIRRUS    and  CANCER. 

ASchirrus  is  an  induration  of  a  glandular  part, 
owing  to  a  previous  inflammation. 

The  caufes.  That  which  occafions  an  infpiiration 
of  the  fluids  in  the  glands. 

If  the  margins  of  a  Schirrus  are  inflamed  fo  as 
to  produce  an  errofion  of  the  neighbouring  veflels, 
it  is  called  a  Carcinoma,  or  Cancer. 

A  recent  Schirrus,  the  refolution  of  fliould  be  at- 
tempted by  quickfilver ;  if  that  fucceeds  not,  extirpa- 
tion is  necelfary  :  if  that  cannot  be  complied  with, 
palliatives  are  all  that  can  be  expe£ted,  fuch  as  a  milk 
diet,  the  balfam  of  copaiva,  and  thirty  or  forty  drops 
ef  dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  in  every  draught  of  liquor 
that  the  patient  takes. 

A  cancer  refills  erery  internal  means  (liiiherto 
known)  of  cure.  I  never  faw  any  good  eff'efts  from 
the  cicuta.  If  extirpation  is  not  permitted,  give 
twenty  of  the  following  drops  night  and  uioTning  : 


Take 
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Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains* 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops. 
Dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  an  ounce* 

Drops. 

Muriated  quickfilver  may  be  fprinkled  on  the  fore* 

To  alleviate  the  pain,  the  tar  ointment  with  calo* 
mel  applied  twice  a  day,  is,  I  verily  believe,  ftipe- 
rior  in  efficacy  to  any  other  topic.  I  have  known 
great  numbers  whofe  lives  have  been  rendered  com- 
fortable by  the  ufe  of  it,  who  before  had  fufFered  the 
moft  excruciating  agonies. 

The  fame  above-mentioned  palliatives  are  re* 
quifite. 

If  the  part  is  extremely  offenfive,  ufe  a  carrot 
poultice.  If  a  cure  is  expefled,  it  muft  be  obtained 
by  the  hands  of  the  furgeon. 

I  have  feen  lately  feveral  cancers  of  the  lip  yield 
to  the  above  drops  and  ointment. 


BURN* 
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BURN. 


A  PPLY  oil  and  lime-water,  or  fpread  feme  of 
^  the  calamine  cerate  thin  on  a  piece  of  thin  lea- 
ther. To  prevent  an  unfightly  fear,  after  the  above 
cerate  has  been  renewed  every  day,  for  four  or  five 
days,  ufe  a  liniment  (once  a  day  alfo )  compofed  of 
equal  parts  of  foft  foap,  honey,  and  oil  of  olives. 


SPRAIN. 

ROM  the  fituation  a  part  muft  be  in  when 
fprained,  nothing  can  be  more  abfard  than  the 
ufual  method  of  refting  it  :  itftiould  be  kept  as  ;:on- 
ftantly  in  motion  as  poffible,  and  it  will  be  well  in  the 
tenth  part  of  the  time  that  will  be  requifite  for  die 
cure,  if  fpared ;  which  any  one  may  be  fatisfied  of, 
who  will  make  the  trial.  If  any  fotus  is  ufed,  equal 
parts  of  vinegar  and  brandy  is  the  moft  eligible. 


OEDEMA; 


OEDEMA. 


AN  Oedematous  tumour  is  foft,  whitifli,  cold,  in- 
dolent, and  doth  not  refift  the  touch.    If  a 
topic  is  necefTary,  I  know  none  preferable  to 

Take  of  Alcohol,  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms. 
Water  of  ammonia,  one  drachm, 

A  liniment  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a  day. 


ULCER    in    the  LEGS. 

OF  all  the  diforders  incident  to  poor  people,  this 
is  the  mofl  common ;  at  leaft  I  have  feen  fuch 
numbers  among  the  infinite  variety  of  perfons  who 
have  applied  to  me  for  afGftance,  that  I  can  fafely 
aver,  I  have  cured  more  ulcerated  legs  than  any  man 
in  his  Majefty's  dominions;  nor  did  I  ever  meet 
v/ith  one  cafe  that  did  not  yield  to  the  method  here- 
after propofed. 


M  m 
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The  caufes.  A  fcorbutic  acrimony,  depauperated 
blood,  fedentary  life,  poor  living,  moifl:  air,  damp 
ground.  Hence  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  are  fo  few 
of  the  weavers  in  tiie  North  of  Ireland  free  from  this 
troublefome  complaint;  for  ihey  live  chiefly  upon 
potatoes  or  oaten  bread,  and  fit  at  their  looms  three 
or  four  feet  beneath  the  furface  of  the  earth. 

After  recommending  a  milk  diet,  the  only  medi- 
cines which  I  ever  ordered  inwardly,  were  my  folu- 
tion  of  the  muriated  quickfilver  (See  Cancer)  twen- 
ty drops  to  be  taken  in  a  glafs  of  wate;^  morning  and 
night.   Or,  if  obftinately  coftive. 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacumj 

Sccotrine  aloes,  of  each  a  drachm. 
Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 
Vitriolated  quickfilver,  of  each  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four ;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

Externally, 

Take  of  Calomel,  tv\o  fcruples. 

Tar  ointment,  an  ounce^ 

An  ointment,  with  which  the  ulcer  is  to  be  dreffed 
twice  a  (lav  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  then  to  com- 
plete the  cure,  let  a  bandage  be  bound  over  the  ulcer 
as  tight  as  it  can  be  borne. 

Take 
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Take  of  Spesma  ceti  cerate,  fix  drachms, 
Red  lead,  two  drachms. 

To  be  applied  night  and  morning. 

Tafce  of  Muriated  quickfiIvfer7"two  grains, 
Muriatic  acid,  two  drops, 
Rofe  water,  five  or  fix  ounces. 

A  lotion,  lint  dipped  in  this  to  be  applied  night  attd 
morning,  and  wetted  with-  it  before  it  is  remo'^ed. 

The  fore  may  be  fprinkled  now  and  then  with  ca- 
lomel, or  the  red  nitrated  quickfilver. 

CONTRACTIONS. 

CONTRACTION  of  the  tendons,  particularly 
that  of  Achilles,  is  a  common  caufe  of  lamenefs, 
efpecially  in  children,  though  this  cafe  is  often  over- 
looked. 

The  ufe  of  many  limbs  (when  long  loft)  has  been 
recovered  when  the  patient  could  not  touch  the  ground 
with  his  heel,  by  the  following  fimple  liniment.  .  Take 
the  yolk  of  a  new  laid  egg,  carefully  cleared  from 
the  white,  beat  it  up  with  fix  fpoonfuls  of  fpring. wa- 
ter, let  the  thigh  and  leg  be  bathed  with  it  morning 
and  night,  for  fome  weeks.  The  effeCts  are  equally 
amazing  and  incredible. 

PARALYTi'C 
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PARALYTIC  AFFECTION  of  the  LEGS. 

APPLY  a  large  veficatory  to  the  os  facrum  and 
loins.  EleAricity,  much  exercife,  ftrait  (lock- 
ings, liberal  ufe  of  the  flefli-brufii,  dry  vomit,  cold 
bath. 

See  Palsy. 


DISORDERS  peculiar    F  E  M  A  L  E  S. 

CHLOROSIS. 

THE  Green  ficknefs,  as  it  is  commonly  called 
is  a  diftemper  th^it  attacks  females  generally 
before  puberty,  and  fometimes  (if  there  is  no  erup- 
tion of  the  catamenia)  long  after.  It  is  alfo  termed 
Febris  alba  and  Morbus  virgineus. 

The  caujes.  A  deficiency  of  the  vital  heat,  a  pre- 
dominant acid  in  the  ftomach,  a  lentor  of  the  blood, 
vitiated  quality  of  it.  an  over  proportionate  quantity 

of 
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of  ferum,  pining,  inatlivity,  dyrpepfia,  too  profufe 
fecretion  of  the  fuccus  pancreaticus,  vegetables,  fruit, 
fugar,  deficiency  of  bile. 

"I'he  diagnoflics.  A  fallow,  pallid,  or  livid  coun- 
tenance ;  laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  inflated  eye- 
lids, fwelling  of  the  ancles,  and  fometimes  of  the  ab- 
domen •  indolence,  averfion  from  exercifc,  efpecial- 
ly  running  or  walking  faft  ;  the  refpiration  difficult 
and  anhelous,  pica  or  malacia,  cephalalgia,  a  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart,  green  itpols,  four  breath. 

The  prognojlics.  This  chronical  diforder  is  fome- 
times of  long  continuance,  without  producing  any  re- 
markable ill  confequences ;  fometimes  fchirrofities 
proceed  from  it;  it  is  rarely  difficult  of  cure;  men- 
ftruation  often  carries  it  off.  Feedmg  on  chalk,  to- 
bacco pipes,  and  fuch  like,  is  not  the  caufe,  but  the 
effeft  of  thisdifeafe. 

The  cure.  The  regimen  ffiould  be  the  fame  as  in 
Wcaknefs  of  the  Solids.  Firfl;  give  an  emetic,  thepro- 
pereft  is  a  grain  and  half  of  blue  vitriol,  not  drinking 
any  thing  to  work  it  off ;  the  belt  time  to  take  it  is  in 
the  morning  fading  ;  afterwards,  uterine  cathartics  and 
corroborants,  efpecially  chalybeates :  the  cold  bath 
may  be  ufed  to  advantage.  Exercife  is  neceffary. 
Sonve  bleed  in  the  Saphoena,  but  to  leffen  the  quan- 
tity of  that  important  fluid  in  fuch  cafes,  as  has  alrea- 
dy been  often  obferved,  is  inexcufable  indifcretion. 


From 
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From  the  fubfequent  tribes  an  efficacious  formula 
may  be  eafily  contrived. 

The  gums,  as  ammoniac,  galbanum,  fagapenum, 
opoponax,  gUaiacum,  afa  foetida,  olibanum,  myrrh, 
benjamin,  ftyrax,  maftic,  frankincenfe. 

Aromatics,  as  Winter's  bark,  cinnamon,  ginger, 
zedoary,  all  piperines,  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  fuch 
like. 

Bitters,  as  gentian,  galangal,  centaury,  aloes,  cha- 
momile, carduus  benediftus,  which  yields  a  pleafant 
bitter  in  a  cold  infufion,  round  birth-wort,  orange 
peel,  &c. 

Emmenagogues,  as  favin,  caftor,  dittany  of  Crete, 
borax,  penny  royal,  rue,  raugwort,  white  bryony 
root,  (linking  orrach,  black  hellebore,  fait  of  amber, 
tartarifed  iron,  calomel,  balfam  of  copaiva,  or  com- 
pound powder  of  myrrh.    See  Menses  suppressed. 


W     H     J    T     E  S. 

TH  I  S  is  a  diforder  females  of  all  ages  are  fub- 
jea  to 

The  caii/es.  A  laxity  of  the  glandular  fibres  of  the 
lacunas,  fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  fprains 

of 
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of  the  loins,  hard  labor,  hypercatharfis,  profufc  bleed- 
ing, blows,  falls,  weaknels  of  the  iUids. 


The  diagnojlics.  A  conftant  oozing  from  the  os 
externum  uteri  of  a  white  maiter,  fonietimes  thin, 
yellow,  or  brown  ;  foetid,  fenfation  of  heat  in  mak- 
ing urine,  fyncopes,  anorexia,  pain  in  the  back  and 
loins,  increafed  by  exercife,  atrophy,  Hypocraiic 
countenance. 

ThQ  prognojlics.  It  is  not  very  eafy  uf  cure.  Wo- 
men are  generally  troubled  with  it  a  great  while  be- 
fore they  apply  for  affiflance  :  to  this  natural  bafiifuU 
nefs  they  owe  more  bad  confequences  than  they  ever 
fufpected.  It  is  often  produ£live  of  many  dreadful 
diforders,  which  might  with  great  facility  have  been 
prevented;  as  confumption,  procidentia,  iiteri,  drop- 
ly,  internal  ulcers,  &c. 

The  cure.  The  moft  nourifliing  diet  is  necelTary, 
as  milk,  meat  broths,  fhell-fifli,  and  fuch  like.  For 
her  breakfaft,  two  drachms  of  ifinglafs  may  be  boiled 
in  milk.  The  dry  vomit  is  of  confiderable  fervice, 
as  alfo  are  lenient  cathartics,  magnena,  which  alone 
is  fometimes  elBcient,  agglutinants,  lime-water,  and 
fpa-water.  The  moft  proper  altringents  are  tormentil 
root,  aromatics,  roch  allum,  acetated  cerufe  and  cha- 
i\  bcates.    Twenty  drops  of  the  ballam  of  copaiva 

mav 
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may  be  taken  twice  a  day,  or  a  tea-fp6onful  of  tinc- 
ture of  cantharides,  which  has  an  excellent  efFefl;. 

Take  of  Gam  arable,  two  ounces. 
Red  artringent  gum, 
Olibanum,  of  each  half  an  ounce 
Balfam  of  copaiva,  «nough  for  an  elefluary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  chefnut  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  two  ounces,  ' 
Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  two  drachms. 
Filings  of  iron, 
Galangal,  of  each  a  drachm, 
Tinfture   of  Cantharides,  enough    for  an 
eledluary. 

The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Blue  Vitriol,  a  fcruple,  dilTolve  in 
Boiling  water,  an  ounce. 

An  injeftion,  to  be  ufed  warm  twice  a  day.  Sec 
Gleet'. 


HYSTERICS. 

HYSTERIC  Fits,  notwithftanding  the  various 
fliapes  they  appear  in,  are  too  well  known  to 
need  any  defcription. 

The 
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i  he  caufes.  An  unequal  diftribution  of  the  vital 
heat,  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the  peculiar  confor- 
mation of  the  uterus  and  its  adjacent  parts;  fuppref- 
fion,  or  deficiency  of  the  menftrual  flux,  fometimes 
to  its  profufion;  delicacy  of  conftitution,  luxury,  want 
of  exercile,  ftrong  inclination  to  venery,  fluor  albus, 
want  of  blood,  acid  gas. 

The  diagnojlics.  Syncopes,  catchings,  rifing  of  a 
halitus  in  the  throat,  fometimes  fo  as  to  endanger 
fuffocaiion;  convulfions,  clavus  hyftericus,  quick 
refpiration,  laughing,  fcreaming,  crying,  the  hands 
ftrongly  clofed,  bawdy  expreffions,  colic,  cepha- 
lalgia. 

The  prognojlks.  If  the  patient  has  been  long 
troubled  with  them,  they  often  terminate  in  a  perpe- 
tual caufelefs  timidity  ;  madnefs,  or  all  the  horrors  of 
the  hypochondrical  aff'eftion,  to  which  this  diforder  is 
very  fimilar.  ~  It  is  by  no  means -dangerous,  or  if  fci- 
entifically  treated,  difficult  of  cure. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  are  deleterious,  the 
dry  vomit  excepted,  which  fucceeds  wonderfully,  if 
frequendy  repeated,  and  is-  propriis  viribus  fufficient 
to  effect  a  cure;  but  if  objeded  to,  the  praftitioner 
will  find  various  formulae,  which  have  proved  effica- 
cious, fubjoined.  Chalybeate  waters  arc  highly  ne- 
ceffary  ;  opiates  are  fometimes  fo.  The  cold  bath. 
If  the  bead  is  affected,  let  it  be  fliaved  and  a  blifter 

N  n  laid 
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laid  over  it.  See  Hypochondria,  Epilepsy,  und 
Flatus. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali,  two  fcruples. 
Pure  nitre,  a  fcruple, 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  fevcn  grains, 
Penny-royal  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

A  draught  to  be  taken  every  night,  for  fome  weeks. 

Take  of  Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 

For  fix  powders.  One  to  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing. 

Thirty  drops  of  the  oil  of  amber  may  be  taken 
night  and  morning.    If  coftive. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 
Filings  of  iron, 

Afa-fcetida,  of  each  two  fcruples. 
Oil  of  amber,  twenty  drops. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Galbanum,  half  an  ounce, 
Camphire,  half  a  drachm. 
Oil  of  amber,  twenty  drops. 

A  plaifter  to  be  applied  to  the  navel.    If  laxative, 

Take  of  Purified  opium, 

AIoes>  of  each  half  a  drachm, 

Camphire, 
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Camphlre,  a  fcruple. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twelve ;  one  to  be  taken  at  night,  or  oftener. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  fix  drachms. 

Valerian,  half  an  ounce. 

Filings  of  iron,  a  drachm, 

Conferve  of  floes,  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  eledtuary; 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  walnut  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 


MENSES  SUPPRESSED. 

AN  obftruftion  of  the  menftrual  flux  is  either 
total,  or  partial,  when  there  is  a  fmall  drain, 
and  the  colour  not  florid,  nor  the  appearance  regular 
at  the  dated  times.  The  fame  method  of  cure  is  re- 
quifite. 

The  cavift.  A  deficiency  of  blood.  Some  have 
fuppofed  that  an  univerfal  plethora  may  be  a  conco- 
mitant of  this  diforder;  to  fpealc  my  own  fentiments, 
I  verily  believe  that  it  never  is  the  cafe;  a  partial  ple- 
thora, indeed,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  an  unequal 
diflribution  of  the  vital  heat  often  may  and  doth  ac- 
company it. 


N  n  2 
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The  diagnojlics.  Anorexia,  pale  or  bloaicd  coun- 
tenance, fluor  albus,  cephalalgia,  vertigo,  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart,  pain  in  the  loins  and  thighs,  fwelling 
of  the  ancles,  hyfterics.    See  Flatus. 

The prognojlics.  If  it  is  total,  the  cure  is  difficult, 
but  by  no  means  impratlicable,  as  fome  moderns  fuf- 
pe8:,  (unlefs  fuccecded  by  a  phthifis)  or  from  faliva- 
tion ;  in  pinguedinous  habits,  it  is  of  little  confe- 
quence;  if  partial,  eafily  procured ;  if  fymptomatic, 
the  primary  caufc  muft  be  removed. 

The  cure.  The  dry  vomit  is  of  admirable  efficacy. 
For  regimen,  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids.  If  once 
the  blood  is  fufficient  in  quantity  there  is  no  fear  of 
the  obftruftion  being  removed.  Balfam  of  Copaiva 
is  an  excellent  auxiliary.  See  Chlorosis.  One  re- 
mark, may  not  be  amifs,  viz.  that  if  no  extraordinary 
inconvenience  attends  the  too  little  or  too  great  dif- 
charge  of  this  fort,  it  is  beft  not  to  interfere  by  the 
ufe  of  medicines,  but  leave  nature  entirely  to  herfelf. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a  drachm. 
Filings  of  iron,  two  fr.ruples. 
Precipitated  fulphurof  antimony,  half  a  dracbm. 
Calomel,  a  fcruple. 
Oil  of  favine,  twenty  drops. 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two;  two  to  be  taken  every  night,  or 
oftener. 


Take 
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Take  of  Compound  tin£lure  of  favin, 

Tinfture  of  black  hellebore,  of  eacH  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  a 
day. 


MENSES  IMMODERATE. 

TH  E  menftrual  difcharge  is  fometimes  fo  pro- 
fufe  as  to  fuper-induce  a  large  tribe  of  the 
moft  formidable  diforders. 

The  caufe,  Weaknefs  of  the  folids ;  confequently 
a  want  of  elafticity  in  the  fibres  of  the  mouths  of  the 
uterine,  or  vaginal  arteries,  and  deficiency  of  vital 
heat. 

The  diagnoftics.  Laxity  of  the  raufcular  fibre,  thin, 
light,  lank  hair,  flabbinefs  of  the  flefli,  pallid  coun- 
tenance, fyncopes,  anorexia,  fwelled  ancles,  ca- 
chexy. 

The  prognojlics.  If  after  abortion,  parturition,  or 
if  the  patient  is  above  fifty  years  of  age,  it  muft  be 
very  profufe  to  prove  dangerouis.  If  the  age  is  about 
thirty,  and  it  is  fucceeded  by  a  fpontaneous  total  fup- 
prefiTion,  it  is  always  fatal.    If  of  long  continuance, 
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and  always  immoderate  at  the  periodical  returns, 
and  the  patient  under  forty,  it  cannot  be  reftrained 
too  foon. 

The  cure,  '  It  is  furprifing  that  all  practitioners,  who 
have  wrote  on  this  fubjecl,  propofe  phlebotomy,  by 
way  of  revulfion  forfooth ;  fuch  praftice  cannot  be 
too  much  execrated.  A  vomit  is  a  more  fpeedy, 
more  efFeftual,  and  far  fafer  remedy.  For  regimen, 
fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids.  The  exercife  fliould 
be  very  gentle.  The  medicines  neceflary  are  agglu- 
tinants,  aftringents,  corroborants,  and  fometimes 
opiates.  A  cloth,  dipped  in  vinegar,  may  be  laid  on 
the  abdomen,  or  loins. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces,  diffolve  in 
Pure  Water,  a  pint. 

Of  ibis  mixture  let  a  tea-cupful  be  taken  two  or 
three  times  in  a  day,  or  as  often  as  there  is  occafion. 
Give  a  fcruple  of  roch  allum  every  half  hour  till  it 
vomits;  afterwards  as  much  of  the  red  afiringent  gum, 
as  often  as  is  neceffary.  She  may  eat  of  conferve  of 
red  rofes  to  the  quantity  of  half  an  ounce  in  a  day. 
To  prevent  a  return, 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce, 
Maftic,  half  an  ounce. 
Filings  of  iron,  a  drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 
The  fize  of  a  nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take 
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.  Take  of  Alcohol,  fix  drachms. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms. 
Vitriolic  acid,  one  drachm. 

Of thefe drops,  twenty  or  thirty  maybe  taken  morn- 
ing and  night. 

Take  of  Olibanum,  a  drachm  and  an  half. 
Cinnamon,  half  a  drachm, 
Venice  turpentine,  enoilgh  for  pills, 

Number  twenty-four ;  three  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

If  coftive, 

^  Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  And  an  half. 
Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce. 
Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 
Galangal, 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  one  drachm. 
Syrup  of  ginger,  euough  for  an  elcftuary. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  twice  a  day. 


FALLING   DOWN  of  the  WOMB. 

TH  E  Falling  Down  of  the  Womb  is  owing  to  a 
relaxation  of  its  ligaments,  or  to  fome  violence 
ufed  in  labour. 

The  caufe.  Falls,  ftrains,  ftiocks,  fluor  albus,  the 
forcible  (though  neednefs)  plucking  away  the  pla- 
centa, weakncfs  of  the  folids. 


The 


(    28o  ) 

The  diagnoflics.  Great  pain  when  fitting  aill,  or 
at  ftool,  difiicuity  of  making  urine,  fometimes  con- 
vulfions  and  mortification. 

i:hQ  prognoftics.  If  the  patient  is  pregnant,  the 
cafe  is  always  dangerous;  if  the  partis  not  reduced,  it 
may  turn  gangrenous ;  if  the  hgaments  are  broke, 
fcarcely  curable. 

The  cure.  Let  the  .patient  try  to  reduce  it  herfelf, 
by  the  means  prefcribed  under  Falling  down  of  the 
Fundament.  Or,  lay  a  crown  piece,  with  a  fmail 
piece  of  wax-candle,  lighted,  on  the  middle  of  it,  on 
the  abdomen  ;  put  a  tumbler  glafs  over  it  and  the 
preffure  of  the  air  will  foon  reftore  it  to  its  proper 
place.  If  file  is  with  child,  let  the  abdomen  be  fup- 
ported  by  a  bandage.  She  fhould  be  kept  lying  on 
her  back  (with  her  hips  raifed  and  her  legs  croffed) 
as  long  as  poffible.  Ufe  clyfters,  aftringent  injec- 
tions, fomentations,  fufBments  and  pelfaries. 

See  the  drops  in  the  laft  article. 

DISORDERS  peculiar  to  PREGNANCY. 

NAUSEA  and  Vomiting.  Give  frequently 
twenty  drops  of  diluted  vitriolic  acid  in  a  tea- 
cupful  of  ftrong  mint  tea  J  or  if  neceflary,  opiates. 
See  Vomiting. 

Diarrhoea.    See  that  article. 

Coftivenefs 
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Coftivenefs  from  the  preffure  of  the  foetus.  Admi* 
nifter  fat  oily  clyfters.  A  powder  compofed  of  i-vo 
parts  magnefia  and  one  of  rhubarb  ;  of  this  lei  half 
a  drachm  be  taken  occafionally. 

Heart-burn.  Two  fcruples  of  chalk  and  one  of 
gum  arabic  may  be  taken  as  often  as  neceffary, 
if  not  coftive  ;  if  that  is  the  cafe,  give  as  much 
magnefia,  drinking  half  a  pint  of  broth  after  every 
dofe. 

h 

Syncopes.  Ufe  carJiacs,  volatiles,  opiates,  ftrong 
foups,  and  jellies. 

Longing.  Whatever  is  craved  may  be  given 
with  fafety,  and  ought  by  all  means  to  be  procured  as 
foon  as  poflSble, 

Swelling  of  the  ancles,  legs,  thighs  or  bread.  Ufe 
lenient  cathartics,  abforbents,  diuretics,  diaphoretics, 
opiates,reft  :  if  the  legs,  they  cannot  be  kept  too  much 
in  a  horizontal  pofition. 

Pain  in  the  loins.  If  from  the  weight  of  the  foetus, 
let  the  abdomen  be  fupported  by  a  bandage.  Car- 
diacs and  reft  are  necelTary, 

Oedematous  tumours  of  the  os  externum,  Scari* 
fication. 

Dyfury.    Agglutinants  ;  the  catheten 
Dyfpnoea.    See  Couch. 

O  o  Bearing 
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Bearing  down.    See  Abortion  below. 

Flnx  rnenftrual  or  haemorrhoidal,  treat  as  at 
other  times. 

Falfe  conceptions,  or  moles,  leave  to  nature.  If 
any  thing  is  given,  it  fhould  be  taken  from  the  em- 
menagogic  tribe.  Pretty  violent  exercife  may  be 
ufed. 

I'- 

A    B    O    R    t'''^    O  N. 

THIS  and  every  other  diforder  to  which  a  wo- 
man during  the  ftate  ofher  pregnancy  is  liable, 
is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  ov/ing  to  a  deficiency  of 
heat  and  blood ;  which  may  eafily  be  gathered  from 
the  confidcration  of  the  expence  fhe  is  at  for  the  nu- 
trition of  ii^e  foetus,  and  the  formation  of  its  appur- 
tenances :  if  two  ounces  of  blood  w'ere  drawn  every 
day  fromaperfon  ever  fo  healthy  for  forty  weeks 
together,  let  it  be  left  to  common  fenfe  to  determine 
whether  fuch  a  one  can  ftand  in  need  of  fupernume- 
rary  venaefedions  during  that  time. 

caui  z. 

It  is  upon  this  account  that  their  faces  appear  fo 
thin,  iheirnofes  pinched  in,  and  various  difordcrs  at- 
tack them  which  originate  from  a  deficiency  of  blood. 
If  a  woman  with  child  is  bled,  fays  Hypocrates,  a 

mifcarriagc 
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mifcarriage  is  endangered  j  the  larger  the  foetus,  the 
more  certain  and  expeditious  will  be  the  abortion. 
Experience  confirms  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  of 
the  divine  old  man.  I  knew  many  ladies  who  ufed 
phlebotomy  during  their  pregnancy  and  mifcarried, 
but  on  the  omiffion  of  it,  went  out  their  full  time  and 
>s  ere  delivered  of  healthy  children.  That  all  do  not 
mifcarry  who  are  bled  is  true,  and  indeed  nothing  is 
more  to  be  wondered  at  than  the  inexhaaftible  refour- 
ces  of  nature,  by  which  flie  can  recover  herfelf  from 
the  confequences  of  fuch  ill-timed  evacuations.  To  ufc 
phlebotomy  becaufe  her  periodical  vifits  difappear, 
is  abfurd  and  puerile,  for  it  cannot  be  a  manly  argu- 
ment  that  we  ought  to  lavifli  away  that  fluid  which 
nature  demonftrates  her  want  of,  by  her  care  to  pre- 
ferve  it.  Bleeding,  ijn  a  word,  is  always  hazardous 
and  improper  during  pregnancy,  and  not  feldom 
brings  on  convulfions  and  death.  To  this  rafli  and 
inexcufable  imprudence  it  is  owing  that  fuch  num- 
bers of  women  who  even  go  their,  full  time,  die  in 
child-bed. 

The  cau/es.  Weaknefs  of  the  fulids,  bleeding, 
blows,  falls,  frights,  difappointment  in  that  which  was 
longed  for. 

The  diamojlics.  Pain  in  the  back,  loins  and 
thighs,  bearing  down ;  cephalalgia,  naufea,  quick 
pulfe,  fldtnefs  of  the  brealts,  fyncopes,  dribbling  of 
the  waters  from  the  uterus,  (louding. 

O  o  2  The 
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The  prognojlics.  If  nature  is  not  counteraaed, 
or  diftnrbed  by  unnecefTary  interpofition,  there  is  fd! 
dom  any  danger  of  the  mother.  If  the  foetus  is 
dead  (which  may  be  known  by  fyncopes,  cold  (weats, 
flufliings,  rigor,  or  the  foetus  falling  from  fide  to  fide) 
nothing  but  mild  emmenagogues  fiiould  be  given  once 
or  twice  a  day.  It  may  continue  in  the  uterus  three 
or  four  weeks  without  any  ill  confequence,  and  it 
fcarce  ever  exceeds  that  time  before  nature  will  effea 
its  expulfion. 

The  cure.  Prevention  is  all  w^e  are  capable  of  in 
thefe  cafes.'  Where  there  is  a  pronenefs  to  mifcarry, 
from  a  laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  or  if  fhe  has 
mifcarried  before,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  ufe  the  fame 
regimen  as  that  recommended  under  Weakness  cf 
the  Solids,  and  to  keep  an  ifTue  conftantly  open, 
1  knew  a  lady  who  mifcarried  twice,  theo  opened  an 
iCTue,  and  while  it  continued  had  three  living  children ; 
fhe  then  fufFered  it  to  dry  up  and  again  mifcarried; 
it  was  cut  again  ftiortly  after,  and  fhe  bore  five  ftrong 
healthy  children ;  her  iffue  then  dried  up  fpontane- 
oufly,  after  which  fhe  mifcarried  three  times  fuccef- 
fively.  The  reader  is  left  to  make  his  own  obferva- 
tions  on  this  remarkable  cafe.  I  have  often  feeu 
pmazing  efFe6ls  from  the  following  ; 

Take  of  French  bole, 

Maflic,  of  each  three  drachrtiS> 

Yellow  wax,  two  drachms, 

Cyprus  turpentine,  enough  for  a  plaiflcr. 

To 


(  ; 

To  be  applied  to  the  loins,  and  worn  during  the 
lime  of  geltation. 

Take  of  Chalk  mixture,  fix  ounces. 

Spirit  of  cinnamoD,  two  ounces> 

A  mixture,  of  which  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken 
morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Canella  alba,  a  fcrup'e. 
Ginger,  ten  grains, 
Aromatic  confeftion,  half  a  drachm, 

A  bole,  to  be  taken  every  night. 

Take  of  Red  bark,  an  ounce. 

Winter's  bark,  three  drachms. 
Cloves,  one  drachm, 
Oil  of  cinnamon,  thirty  drops. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,    enough   for  aa 
eledtaary, 

Dcfe,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  morning  and  night. 


PARTURITION. 

'■"j^HE  ufual  time  of  delivery  is  forty  weeks  after 
J_  impregnation.  It  has  been  generally  uipi-ofed 
that  about  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  ihe  head 
of  the  foetus  growing  fpecifically  heavier  than  ^e  bo- 
dy, falls  down  on  the  os  internum  with  its  1;;'.^  to- 
wards the  mother's  back,  which  was  before  towards 

her 
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lier  belly.  This  tmihle,  as  the  French  call  it,  appears 
to  me  to  be  wholly  imaginary,  for  I  never  diffeaed  a 
\t'oman  in  any  ftate  of  pregnancy,  the  pofture  of  the 
foetus  was  not  the  fame  as  at  the  time  of  delivery, 
when  the  birth  is  natural. 

The  foetus  receives  no  nourifliment  but  by  the 
umbilical  cord,  notwithftanding  the  numerous  argu- 
ments which  that  ingenious  and  truly  excellent  anato- 
Kiifl  Heifter  has  ufed  to  prove,  that  it  fwallows  the 
alimentary  liquor  before  expulfion  ;  a  fufficient  refu- 
tation of  all  which  is,  that  from  the  confideration  of 
its  pofture,  and  incapacity  of  breathing,  it  is  im- 
poirible. 

In  a  natural  birth,  nothing  more  is  neceffary  than 
to  fupport  and  prevent  the  laceration  of  the  peri- 
Bjcum,  leaving  the  reft  to  nature.  In  breech  pre- 
fentaiions,  it  is  necdlefs  to  alter  the  pofturc  of  the 
foetus,  but  in  all  other  preternatural  pofitions,  fearch 
for  and  cxtra6l  it  by  the  feet.  If  the  placenta 
follows  not  immediately,  ufe  no  violence ;  the  womaii 
may  be  ordered  to  bed  :  there  are  frequent  inftanccs 
ofiis  continuance  in  the  uterus  for  twelve,  twenty, 
yea  eight  and  forty  hours,  without  the  leaft  ill  confc- 
quence.  What  nature  will  perform  in  fuch  cafes  is 
fcarcely  within  the  limits  of  credibility  :  when  the 
bead  of  the  foetus  has  been  left,  flie  has  effcftcd  the 
expulfion  of  it  without  any  alTiftance,  and  what  is  llill 
more  extraordinary,  a  living  child  has  been  produced 

from 
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from  a  pelvis,  ^vllere  there  have  not  been  two  inches 
between  pubes  and  facrum.  It  would  be  far  more 
eligible  for  praftitioners  to  watch,  wait  upon,  and 
gently  operate  with,  than  ever  to  attempt  to  hurry, 
or  difturb  nature  in  any  of  the  efforts  Ihe  may  mane's 
to  relieve  herfelf. 

In  difficult  labors,  let  an  emollient  clviler  be  atS- 
miniftered.  If  attended  with  a  fuppreflion  of  urine, 
the  catheter  fhould  be  introduced ;  fternutatories 
may  be  ufed  to  advantage  ;  fometimes  emetics 
and  opiates ;  ftrong  cardiacs  ought  not  te  be 
omitted. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Copaiva,  half  an  ounce. 
The  yolks  of  two  eggs, 
Linfeed  oil,  fix  ounces. 

An  excellent  clyftei'. 

Takeof  Myrrh,  afcruple. 

Purified  opium,  two  grains. 

Syrup  of  fafFron,  enough  for  a  bole. 

To  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

Take  of  Penny,  royal  water,  fix  ounces. 

Spirit  of  Penny-royal,  two  ounces. 

Compound  tindlurc  of  Lavender,  half  an  ounce, 

Cf  this  mixture,  three  fpoonfuls  fhould  be  given  every 
hour,  or  every  half  hour,  with  orie  of  the  foUoM'ing 
powders. 
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Take  of  Borax,  a  drachm  and  half. 
Myrrh,  half  a  drachm. 

Make  into  fix  powders. 

To  procure  an  eafy  Labor.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
compound  Unsure  oj  Javin,  taken  every  night  for  a 
month  before  the  expetied  time,  is  a  moft  certain,  fafe, 
and  efficacious  method,  as  I  have  experienced  in  a 
prodigious  number  of  cafes. 

Flooding.  Let  a  cloth,  dipped  in  vinegar,  be  ap- 
plied frequently  to  the  abdomen  and  loins,  and  be  left 
on  'till  it  is  dry.    See  Menses  Immoderate. 

Fever  in  Child-bed.  Let  her  be  kept  cool  and  re- 
ceive conftant  fupplies  of  frefli  air.  Give  the  tar- 
tarifed  antimony  in  fmall  dofes  with  caftor,  and 
cardiacs. 

Suppreffion  of  the  Lochia.  Give  a  fcruple  of 
compound  powder  of  myrrh  two  or  three  times  a 
day. 


AFTER- 
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AFTER-PAINS. 

AFTER-PAINS  are  moft  feverely  felt  by  thofe 
women  who  have  had  more  children  thaa 

one. 

The  caufe.  A  too  quick  contra£lion  of  the  mouths 
of  the  uterine  arteries ;  a  diftention  of  the  liga- 
ments, elaftic  air,  retention  of  pieces  of  the  coagu- 
lated blood. 

The  diagnojiics.  Spafmodic  conftriftion  of  the 
loins ;  {hooting  pains  in  the  groins,  abdomen,  or 
thighs. 

The  prognofiics.  They  are  not  dangerous,  nor 
difficult  to  remove  ;  if  they  caufe  a  fuppreflion  of 
the  lochia,  ufe  emmenagogues. 

The  cure.  Some  give  half  an  ounce  of  oil,  not 
without  a  good  effeft.  That  which  is  given  to  drink 
fcould  be  fupped  very  warm.  The  abdomen  ought 
to  be  f,vathed  pretty  tight.  Opiates  may  be  given 
with  fafety. 

Take  of  Sperma  ced,  half  an  ounce. 
The  yolks  of  two  eggs, 
Tinfture  of  opium, 

Pp  Oil 
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Oil  of  juniper,  of  each  one  drachm, 
Penny-royal  water,  feven  ounces, 

A  mixture ;  of  which  let  four  fpoonfuls  be  given 
every  three  or  four  hours,  'till  the  pains  go  off. 
Or, 

Take  of  Galbanum, 

Myrrh,  of  each  half  a  drachm, 

Purified  opium,  ten  grains, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  twelve  pills. 

One  to  be  taken  every  hour  till  the  pain  vaniftes. 


SORE  NIPPLES. 

R  E  S  S  them  twice  a  day  with  the  following 
liniment :  it  will   not  difappoint  expeCla- 

tion. 

Take  of  Sperma  ceti  cerate, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  of  each  two  drachms, 

A  liniment. 


DISORDERS 
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DISORDERS  peculiar  to  CHILDREN. 

THE  diforders  peculiar  to  children  are  exceeding 
few  which  require  any  affiftance.  If  they 
are  kept  very  cool  (except  in  winter)  fed  fparingly 
and  often ;  have  their  bodies  fufficiently  open  ;  be  |/ 
fuffered  to  fleep  little  in  the  day  time,  and  almofl: 
continually  played  with  and  dandled  :  in  a  word,  leC 
them  not  be  gorged  with  viQuals,  and  receive  fuf- 
ficient  exercife,  and  nature  will  do  her  own  bufinefs, 
without  any  interference,  in  all  diforders  that  Iknow 
of,  excepting  thefe  mentioned  below.  When  chil- 
dren have  any  other  complaints,  the  bed  advice  I 
can  give  is,  to  do  nothing. 

Frequent  friQion  with  the  hand,  and  almoft  per- 
petual motion  on  the  arm,  are  the  bed  of  all  pro- 
phylaxies. 

My  intention  in 'the  feventh  edition  of  ray 
work  was  to  have  given  more  particular  and  diffu- 
five  direQions  for  the  management  of  children,  but 
am  well  pleafed  to  find  that  intention  fuperfeded  by 
Dr.  Underwood's  excellent  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes 
of  Children,  a  work  worthy  of  the  highcft  commen- 
dation, and  which  I  mod  warmly  recommend  to 
P  p  2  the 
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tlie  perufal  of  my  reader.  There  is  one  thing  indeed, 
in  which  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  viz.  the  Necejfuy  of 
bleeding  in  the  MeaQes  and  Hooping  Cough.  I 
have  only  to  fay,  that  I  never  once  attended  a  child 
in  either  ofthofe  diforders,  which  died,  that  had  not 
previoufly  been  bled.  This  Necejffity,  therefore,  ap- 
pears  to  me  to  be  problematical.  However,  if  there 
are  any  other  errors  to  be  met  with  in  this  author,  I 
am  perfuaded  that  his  work  is  as  remarkable  for  their 
trivialnefs  and  paucity,  as  Dr.  B.'s  Domeftic  Medi- 
cine is  for  their  magnitude  and  number. 

RETENTION  of  the  MECONIUM. 

IF  the  child  has  no  difcharge  by  ftool  within  fix 
hours  after  its  birth,  let  a  tea-fpoonful  of  oil  of 
olives  be  given  to  it,  or  a  few  grains  of  manna,  or  an 
oleous  clyfter,  or  a  tea-fpoonful  of  rhubarb  wine,  to 
be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

HYDROCEPHALUS,  or  the  Watery  Head,  the 
beft  remedy  for,  if  any,  is  a  perpetual  blifter. 
It  muft  not  be  opened  ;  if  it  is,  the  child  will  be  ir- 
recoverably loft. 

HYDRO- 
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HYDROCEPHALUS  INTERNUS. 


THIS  diforder  is  commonly  called  the  Dropfy 
of  the  Brain,  becaufe  on  difleftion  there  is 
found  below  the  corpus  callofum  a  bag  of  water  gene- 
rally as  large  as  a  goole  egg,  or  two  or  three  ounces 
of  water  extravafated  on  each  fide  of  the  falx.  It 
greatly  refembles  the  worm  fever,  thefe  particular  di- 
agnortics  excepted,  conftant  moaning,  fhrieking,  in- 
tolerance of  light,  enlargement  of  the  pupil,  ftrabif- 
mus  and  frequent  lifting  of  the  hand  to  the  head.  It 
is  always  mortal.  The  caufe  (if  not  preceded  by  a 
blow,  or  pulling  the  hair)  is  unknown.  I  was  once 
in  a  town  where  this  diftemper  was  exceeding  rife.  It 
never  attacks  any  one  after  the  age  of  puberty.  As 
all  attempts  are  vain,  it  is  pity  to  give  the  unhappy 
patient  the  leafl:  painful  fcnfation  :  biifters  are  en- 
tirely ufelefs.  They  often  live  in  this  pitiable  and 
fhocking  ftate  'till  the  fifteenth  or  feventeenth  dav 
after  the  firft  invafion.  The  only  profpeft  is  from 
quickfilver. 


CONVULSIONS. 
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CONVULSIONS. 

JF  fymptomatic,  the  removal  of  the  primary  dil- 
order  which  occafions  them  is  the  firfl.  objeft* 
Thofe  that  are  moft  common  generally  yield  to  the 
following : 

Take  of  Peppermint  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Prepared  kali,  two  fcruples, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

A  tea-fpoonful  night  and  morning,  or  three  or  four 
times  a  day  as  there  ij>  occafion. 

If  primary, 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  afa  foetida,  half  an  ounce. 

Give  ten  drops  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Take  of  New  milk,  an  ounce. 

Peppermint-water,  half  an  ounce, 
Tindlure  of  afa  fcEtida,  a  drachm. 

For  a  clyfter. 

The  above  clyfter  may  be  given  with  vaft  advan- 
tage in  all  convulfive  diforders  in  children. 

Note.  The  prepared  kali  has  all  the  good  effeds 
of  abforbents,  befides  keeping  open  the  alvine  tube 

and 
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and  urinary  canals,  it  entirely  precludes  their  ufe.  In 
a  diarrhoea,  chalk  may  be  ufed,  which  is  the  beft  of 
the  whole  tribe. 


SCROPHULA, 

TTAVING  already  treated  of  the  Evil,  I  fhould 
not  have  refumed  the  fubject,  but  on  account 
of  recommending  a  medicine  wi  ich'  has  perfeBly 
cured  infinite  numbers  of  fcrophulous  children. 
Yet  a  very  eminent  t  phyfician  has  alTerted  in  print 
that  quick/liver  is  of  no  fervice :  I  afked  him,  if  he  had 
ufed  it  for  any  length  of  time  ?  His  reply  was,  not 
at  all,  but  feveral  phyficians  had  aiTerted  the  fame. 
I  think  my  ajfertion,  which  arifes  from  trials  and  in- 
variable fuccefs  in  thofe  trials,  demand  as  much  at- 
tention. 

Take  of  Muriated  quickfilver,  ten  grains. 
Muriatic  acid,  ten  drops, 
Rofe  water,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops,  let  three  be  given  to  a  child  from 
two  to  four  years  old   every  night,  or  even  four 
drops,  if  they  do  not  purge  (for  they  mufl:  not  run 
ofT  byftool)  and  the  ufe  of  them  continued  for  feve- 
ral 

t  Dr.  F.  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Treatife  on  Bath 
waters. 
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ral  months,  till  quite  v/eli.  I  have  feen  the  mod 
aftonifliing  and  incredible  cures  performed  by 
them. 

Glandular  tumors  in  the  neck,  Sec.  will  fometimes 
be  difcufled  by  the  tar  ointment,  rubbed  in  morn- 
ing and  night.  If  they  lefTen  not  in  five,  or  fix 
days, 

Take  of  Camphire,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  olives,  three  drachms, 
AnniTeeds,  one  drachm, 

A  liniment,  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Or,  faturnines. 

If  it  ftill  continues  to  fwell,  or  begins  to  look  red, 
apply  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  only,  repeating  it 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  let  one  be  laid  on  at 
bed-time,  to  be  kept  on  all  night.  This  progrefs  tO' 
be  continued  till  it  breaks,  and  for  a  day  or  two  af- 
ter ;  then  drefs,  as  you  will  find  under  the  article 
Evil,  which  fee. 

TOOTHING. 

IN-  fix  or  feven  months  after  birth,  children  com_ 
monly  begin  to  (hew  figns  of  dentition,  [t  is 
often  accompanied  with  fome  very  untoward  fymp- 
toms,  as  violent  pain,  fymptomatic  fever,  convulfions, 
partial  palfies,  and  a  feverc  diarrhoea.  I  have  feen 
children  lofe  the  ufe  of  an  arm,  of  a  leg,  and  fome- 
times 
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times  of  both,  'till  the  tooth  was  through,  and  then 
recover  immediately,  without  any  medical  afliftance. 
The  figns  of  cutting  their  teeth  are,  fwelling  of  the 
gums,  flavering,  looleneis,  reftleffnefs,  and  a  fympto- 
matic  fever. 

Though  opiates  are  improper  for  fuch  tender 
frames,  yet  in  this  cafe  (if  in  any  one)  they  may  be 
allowed,  as  it  is  always  attended  with  fome  danger; 
no  fmall  care  is  requifite  to  affift  nature  through  this 
troublefome  procefs.  Among  the  many  ill  efFefts 
which  a  liberal  ufe  of  Godfrey's  Cordial  (too  often 
made  ufe  of  by  indolent  nurfes)  or  any  other  opiate, 
produces  in  children,  may  be  reckoned  coftivenefs, 
which  is  the  worft  habit  of  body  a  child  can  be 
fabjecl  to. 

Rub  the  inflamed  gum  hard  and  often  with  a 
lump  of  fugar,  even  till  it  bleeds,  or  give  a  child  a 
piece  of  liqourice  root  to  mumble,  or  divide  the 
gum  with  a  gum  lancet,  to  facilitate  the  paflfage  of 
the  tooth. 

There  are  few  diforders  to  which  children  are 
liable  that  are  not  either  caufed  by,  or  attended 
with  a  predominant  acid  in  their  ftomach  and  bowels, 
partly  owing  to  the  quick  fermentation  of  the  milk 
in  their  ftomachs,  but  chiefly  to  that  pernicious 
ingredient,  fugar,  in  their  viftuals ;  this  is  evident 
from  the  fournefs  of  their  breath  and  ftools,  and 
the  green  colour  of  the  latter. 


Qq 


Magnefla 
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Magnefia  alba  fhould  be  given  them,  not  fpar- 
ingly,  if  coftive;  chaik,  powdered,  if  laxative;  which 
two  are  the  only  medicines  neceffary  for  them  while 
they  are  fackled. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  five 
or  -fix  months  are  long  enough  for  any  child  to 
fuck  with  the  leaft  advantage  to  itfelf,  or  without 
manifeft  detriment  to  the  mother. 


WORM  FEVER. 

AS  this  Fever  is  only  fymtomatic,  bleeding  is 
unnecefTary  and  improper.  A  few  grains  of 
nitre,  or  fait  of  wormwood  may  be  given  two  or 
three  times  a  day.  If  the  fever  remits,  give  the 
bark,  than  which  there  is  fcarce  a  better  vermifuge. 
For  common  drink,  water,  fweetened  with  honey, 
and  acidulated  with  lemon  juice.  Of  all  the  vari- 
ous medicines  which  are  ufed  in  this  cafe,  perhaps 
none  will  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the  following 
powders : 

Take  of  Scammony,  ten  grains. 
Calomel  three  grains. 

To  be  given  occafionally.  Or, 

^    Take  of  Mercury  with  fulphur,  two  drachms. 
Rhubarb,  half  a  drachm, 
Tartaril'ed  antimony,  two  grains. 

For 
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For  fix  powders]  one  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Take  of  Indian  pink  roots,  an  ounce. 

Divide  into  three  parts  j  of  one  part  make  an  in- 
fufion,  by  boiling  water ;  two  or  three  tea  cupfuls 
to  be  taken  at  once,  and  repeated  occafionally, 

N.  B.  This  diforder  is  not  uncommon  with  adults, 
efpecially  females. 


T  U  SSIS  CONVULSIVA. 

THE  Hooping,  or  Chin-Cough,  as  it  is  called, 
is  dangerous,  on  account  of  thofe  fpafms  of 
the  lungs  wherewith  it  is  always  attended,  and  from 
whence  that  matter  is  ejeQed,  when  the  children 

hoop  and  ftrain,  and  not  from  the  ftomach,  as  is 
vulgarly  fuppofed. 

Take  of  Antimony  tartarifed  iive  grains. 
Water,  an  ounce, 
Balfamic  lyrup,  two  drachms. 

A  mixture  •,  a  teafpoonful  to  be  taken  every  half 
hour,  till  it  pukes,  and  repeated  every  other  morning. 

Ten  drops  of  the  balfam  of  capaiva,  on  fugar, 
twice  a  day,  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Spema-ceti, 
difTolved  in  broth,  is  ufeful;  fo  alfo  is  an  elefluary, 
compofed  of  netde  feeds  and  honey,  the  afa-foetida, 
were  it  lefs  naufeous,  is  inferior  to  no  medicine. 
Nitre  is  ufeful,  as  alfo  is  prepared  kali.  They 
Q  q  2  fliould 
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fliould  be  kept  as  warm  as  pofliblc.  The  cxercifc 
of  Twinging  is  peculiarly  ferviceable  to  them.  Oil 
of  amber,  or  garlick.  rubbed  on  the  fpina  dorfi 
every  night,  will  have  a  wonderful  effeft,  or  a 
Burgundy  pitch  plaifter,  to  be  worn  conftantly  be- 
tween the  flioulders.    See  Cough. 

Emetics,  eccoprotics,  antacids,  antifpafmodics,  as 
valerian,  gum  ammoniac,  caftor,  raufk,  &c.  are  all 
of  confiderable  utility,  and  opiates,  if  not  coftive. 
As  a  plethoric  child  is  a  fort  of  prodigy,  1  cannot 
conceive  what  phlebotomy  has  to  do  in  this,  or  any 
other  diforder,  to  which  children  are  liable;  what- 
ever their  ailments  are,  the  lancet  may  well 
be  difpenfed  with.  I  have  feen  many,  too  many 
inftances,  in  which  their  lives  have  been  facrificed 
to  the  ufe  of  it. 

Take  of  Prepared  kali  two  fcruples, 

^l;^      Simple  mint  water,an  ounce  and  half, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

A  tea  or  pap-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


WATERY  GRIPES. 

IN  this  diforder  not  more  than  izvo  dofes  of 
rhubarb  ought  to  be  premifed,  before  recourfe 
is  had  to  aftringents,  fuch  as  the  compound  powder 
of  chalk  with  opium,  which  is  fecond  to  none ;  it  may 
be  given  from  three  to  five  grains  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Chalk 
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Chalk  may  be  freely  given,  and  any  alcalis.  The 
inmoft  peel  of  a  walnut,  powdered,  and  given  at 
pleafure,  is  excellent;  or  powder  of  unripe  black- 
berries. In  the  decline  of  this,  and  the  foregoing 
difeafe,  large  quantities  of  the  bark,  in  decoclion, 
ihould  be  ufed,  to  confirm  and  perfetl  their  health 
and  ftrength. 

SCALD  HEAD. 

LET  the  head  be  fhaved,  if  it  can  be  performed 
with  any  tolerable  convenience,  and  apply  of 
tar-ointraenc,  an  ounce,  with  two  fcruplcs  of  calo- 
mel, rubbing  it  well  in  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tobacco,  two  ounces,  boil  in 
Water,  a  pint. 

Till  about  an  ounce  is  evaporated  ;  then  ftrain,  and 
add  an  ounce  of  water  of  kali.  Let  a  cloth 
be  dipped  in  this  mixture,  warmed,  and  the  head 
be  moiftened  with  it  each  time,  previous  to  the 
application  of  the  ointment,  and  the  cruel  opera- 
tion of  plucking  out  the  roots  of  the  hair,  will 
be  totally  unneccfiTary.  ^ 

During  the  cure  fmall  quantities  of  antimonials 
and  mercurials,  combined,  will  be  found  extremely 
ferviceable,  or  the  folution  of  muriated  quickfil- 
ver  or  the  mixture  under  Scurvy,  which  fee;  but 
none  of  them  arc  abfolutely  necceffary.  The  above 
topics  may  be  fafely  truftcd  to  alone. 

CUTICULAR. 


(  ) 


CUTICULAR  ERUPTIONS. 

THESE  are  very  common  with  children,  and 
are  no  very  unpromifing  prognoftic.  They 
indicate  a  proper  attempt  of  nature  to  throw  off 
fomething  that  is  ofFenfive,  confequently  they  ought 
to  be  promoted,  and  by  no  means  to  be  repelled 
by  any  evacuations  whatever.  Bleeding  or  purg- 
ing would  be  equally  injurious.  In  this  cafe  ani- 
mal food,  with  plenty  of  fait,  is  neceffary.  My 
eldeft  fon,  at  the  age  of  four  years,  had  a  violent 
eruption  all  over  his  body,  which  ^oon  difappeared 
without  any  medicines,  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  fait 
and  gravy.  No  diet  is  fo  proper  for  children  as 
that  of  animal  fubftance ;  and  the  healthieft  child- 
dren  I  ever  faw,were  thofe  who  had  been  ufedto  it 
from  the  time  that  they  were  four  or  five  months 
old.  ^hc  meat  fliould  be  minced  fmall,  but  not 
be  deprived  of  its  moll  nutritious  juices,  by  being 
previoufly  and  filthily  mouthed  by  the  nurfe.  If 
children  had  nothing  given  to  them  but  milk,  or 
half  cows  milk  and  half  water,  till  they  began  to 
teethe,  without  either  bread  or  fugar,  and  afterwards 
were  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  animal,  v/ith  very  little 
vegetable  food,  we  fliould  rarely  find  any  diforders 
among  them.  Vegetables  require  too  operofe 
a  procefs  for  their  tender  organs  to  elaborate 
into  nutritious  chyle.  See  Scurvy,  and  the  mix- 
ture and  liniment,  under  that  article. 

RICKETS. 
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R     I     C     K     E     T  S. 

THIS  is  a  difeafe  that  afFe£ls  the  bones  of 
children  ;  the  head  is  fometimes  enlarged  to 
an  enormous  fize,  the  wrifts  and  ancles  feem  protu- 
berant, and  as  the  bones  increafe  in  fize,  the  child 
grows  veaker;  indeed,  every  fibre  is  di (tended  be- 
yond its  proper  dimenfion,  for  the  folids  are  by 
no  means  a  match  for  the  fluids.  It  is  chiefly,  if 
not  wholly,  owing  to  the  floth  and  naftinefs  of  the 
nurfe.  Thofe  children  who  are  much  dandled  and 
danced,  kept  clean,  and  frequently  in  motion,  car- 
ried fometimes  on  one  and  fometimes  on  the  other 
arm,  will  be  for  ever  ftrangers  to  this  diforder. 

For  the  cure,  emetics  and  rhabarbine  purgatives 
being  premifed,  give  chalybeates,  the  bark,  change  of 
air,  plenty  of  exercife,  which  is  abfolutcly  necef- 
fary,  and  let  the  child  be  plunged  into  cold  water 
every  morning;  but  never  give  it  a  fecond,  much 
lefs  a  third  dip,  as  is  the  foolifli  cuftom  of  fome. 
For  regimen,  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 


AS  a  promife  is  facred,  however  unfairly  ex- 
torted, it  would  be  unkind  for  the  reader 
to  impute  the  infertion  of  the  following  petit  piece, 
to  the  vanity  of  the  author: 

To 
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"To  the  Author  of  the  Art  of  Healing: 

Long  had  Philofophy  lain  hid  in  night, 
.    'Till  fapient  Newton  rofe,  and  all  wa°s  light  r 
So  Phyfic  hobbled  on,  with  crippled  pace, 
Veil'd  in  dark  terms,  or  cover'd  with  grimace. 
Till  MARRYAT  laid  her  open  to  the  view,' 
With  Truth  adorn'd  her,  and  with  Reafon  too. 

SHARMAN    n  AKKOluD. 
Antrim,  Augufl  24,  1766. 


APPENDIX. 

BEFORE  I  take  my  final  leave  of  the  reader, 
for  hie  coeftus  artemque  repono,  it  is  neceffary 
to  obviate  an  objeSion  which  rnuiT;  naturally  arife» 
viz.  Why  is  no  notice  taken  of  feveral  medicines 
now  very  much  in  vogue,  and  fanftioned  by  great 
authority  ?  It  will  not  IcfTen  my  reader's  furprize, 
when  I  alTure  him,  that  my  intention  was  to  render 
the  foregoing  work  as  complete  a  therapeutic  the- 
faurus  as  is  confiftent  with  the  imperfection  of  huma- 
nity. Under  every  article  of  difeafe,  every  com- 
bination, 


(    305  ) 

bination,  and  even  every  atom  of  matter,  that 
has  a  tendencv  to  the  removal  of  faid  difeafe,  is 
llridly  and  accurately  marked,  their  powers  difcri- 
minated,  and  even  the  precarious  ones  have  generally 
admittance,  as  auxiliaries.  I  have  furniflied  the 
tyro  with  all  necceffary  tools,  and  ^iven  him  as 
plain  rules  for  the  ule  of  them,  as  the  nature  of 
things  would  permit;  his  own  obfervation  and  experi- 
ence will  perfe6l  the  workman,  that  need  not  be 
afliamed.  I  will  not  fcr'uple  to  affert,  that  any 
man,  who  is  a  good  anatomilt,  by  the  affiftance  of 
this  work 'alone,  and  the  two  above-mentioned  quali- 
ties, may  become  as  ufeful  a  praftitioner  as  any 
Phyfician  in  Europe. 

The  reafon  why  thefe  fafhionable  medicines  have 
not  figured  in  my  work,  is,  becaufe,  after  giving  them 
fair  trials,  i.  e.  by  themfelves,  I  either  found  them 
unequal  to  the  charafter  they  bore,  or  produ6live  of 
fome  worfe  confequences  than  the  diforder  itfelf. 
The  only  fair  way  of  trying  a  medicine  is,  to  give 
it  alone ;  or  how  can  we  afcertain  its  effe6ls  with 
precifion  ?  When  a  variety  of  ingredients  are  ad- 
miniftercd,  he  mud  have  a  iharper  medical  acumen 
than  the  Evangelifl  Luke,  to  alTign  an  cflFeft  to  the 
r^fl/ caufe,  diftincl  from  its  affociates,  when,  perhaps, 
it  was,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  owing  to  the  combiiia- 
tio!i  itfelf   However,  to  pariicularife  fome  ;  and  firlt. 


SARSAPARILLA. 
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SARSAPARILLA. 

THAT  it  has  come  into  general  ufe,  one  would 
think  mufh  be  owing  to  its  indiCputable  me- 
rit. There  is  fcarce  an  old  lady  who  will  refufe  her 
eulogium  to  this  famous  diet-drink,  as  a  moft  excel- 
lent fweetener  of  the  blood,  &c.  Apothecaries  take 
its  virtues  for  granted,  and  are,  by  no  means  fparing 
in  the  preparation  of  it.  For  mv  own  part,  I  muft 
acknowledge  a  prepofleffion  in  its  favour,  and  was, 
therefore,  equally  difappointed  and  mortified,  to  find 
all  its  boafted  pretenfions  vox  &  praeterea  nihil.  Let 
any  one,  in  fimilar  cafes,  give  as  ftrong  a  decoftion 
as  he  pleafes,  of  the  farfa,  to  one  perfon,  and  the  fame 
fort  of  water  to  another,  their  effetls  will  be  found 
precifely  the  fame.  I  have  never  been  fortunate 
enough  to  fee  any  advantages,  which  have  accrued 
from  its  exhibition  bv  others,  to  thofe  who  have 
taken  ir,  even  for  a  very  confiderable  length  of 
time  before  they  applied  to  me. 

The  CloirM  root  has  been  joined  to  it,  with  equal 
benefit.  I  am  perfuaded  that  an  equal  w-eight  of 
fniall  (lones  boiled  in  water  would  produce  as  dcfirable 
an  alteration  in  the  iluidsas  either  ofthefe  celebrated 
medicines. 

CICUTA. 
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C     I     C     U     T  A. 

THE  well-known  poifonous  qiialiiies  of  the  Hem- 
lock, were  no  defence  againft  the  intrepidity 
of  a  German  phyfician  from  preffing  it  into  the  me- 
dicinal fervice.  Voluntiers  are  much  better  fubj efts 
of  eligibility.  It  is  wonderful  and  almoft  incredible 
what  repeated  trials  have  been  made  of  it,  after  re- 
peated defeats.  The  authority  of  a  Storke  made  us 
look  for  the  caufe  of  our  difappointment  in  ev^ery  cir- 
cumftance  but  the -real  one,  want  of  merit  in  the  fub- 
jeft.  The  extraft  was  procured  from  Vienna,  and 
ufed  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  our  indigenous  plant. 
Yet  ftill  it  is  in  vogue,  and  has  even  a  place  as  an  of- 
ficinal in  that  wonderful  produftion,  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  For  my  own  part,  I  never  expe- 
rienced one  fingle  good  effect  from  it ;  fome  unto- 
ward ones  I  acknowledge.  What  is  dill  more  extra- 
ordinary, I  never  met  with  any  of  my  brethren  who 
have  not  confeffed  the  fame  difappointment.  when 
it  was  relied  on  alone.  It  is  even  ufed  in  hooping 
coughs,  as  if  adapted  to  the  tender  frames  of  chil- 
dren. When  the  fafliionable  rage  for  ufihg  uncom- 
mon medicines  abates,  this  will  fink  into  ihe  famefi- 
lent  contempt  with  falfron,  large  draughts  of  crude 
quickfilvcr,  and  the  ufe  of  tar-water  for  the  cure  of 
corns. 
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SOLANUM    LETHAL  E. 

Tj^OR  this  we  are  obliged  to  a  fargeon  who  was  har- 
dy  enough  to  ftep  out  of  his  road,  that  he  might 
figure  away  as  one  of  the  wonderful  phyficians  of 
the  age,  and  be  able  to  adminifter  a  poifon  without 
doing  mifchief.    Peace  to  his  manes,  though  he  went 
beyond  his  laft.    Yet  I  cannot  help  obferving  that 
even  this  deleterious  and  worfe  than  worthlefs  plant, 
is  an  officinal  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopeia;  in  the 
fame  extraordinary  production  we  find  hitched  up  in 
refpeaable  pofitions,  the  Wolf's  Bane,  Barba  Jovis, 
Bella-donna,  &c.    The  Scotch  apothecaries,  fb  in- 
nured  to  the  ufe  of  poifons,  it  may  be  expe6ted,  will 
in  time  like  Mithridates,  be  able  to  difpatch  a  perfon 
by  breathing  on  him*    To  be  fure,  there  is  no  place 
in  the  world  comparable  with  that  fweet  town  for  ac- 
quiring the  art  of  healing.    This  the  Scotch  have 
often  afTured  the  public  is  the  cafe,  and  they  muft  be 
the  bed  judges  of  their  own  abilities.    The  immenfe 
number  of  fubje6ls  they  have  for  dilTe^ion  muft  ren- 
der them  expert  anatomies.    The  clinical  lectures  of 
the  experienced  phyficians  muft  have  a  furprifing  cf- 
fefton  the  attendant  tyro,  efpecially  when  he  hears 
the  phyfician  pronounce  ex  cathedra,  that  the  patient 
may  be  now  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  being  per- 
fectly recovered  ;  though  faid  patient  ffiould  obRinaie- 
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]y  peiTill  in  aflerting,  thai  he  was  no  better  than  when 
he  fiifl:  came  in.  How  muR  fuch  common  cafes mag- 
nifv  the  profeflbr's  deep  judgment,  and  medical  fci- 
ence,  in  manifefting  a  knowledge  fo  fuperior  to  the 
feehngs  of  another.  With  what  fatisfaflion  vanW  the 
pupil,  when  he  graduates,  take  the  each,  that  he  will 
always  think  of  it  as  the  wifeil,  fpeak  of  it  as  the  beft, 
and  write  of  it  as  the  moft  illuftridus  aiul  ufeful  femi- 
nary  under  heaven  ;  that  he  will  exert  all  his  powers 
to  fupport  its  reputation,  and  fpiead  its  fanie.  Non 
orbis  gentem,  &c.  as  Sterne  well  tranflates  : 

Earth  no  fuch  folks,  no  folks  have  fuch  a  town 
As  Edinburgh, — Sing  delry,  derry  down.* 

I  have  actually  known  forae  phyficians,  who  have 
travelled  through  other  countries,  befides  Scotland, 
and  have  read  other  treatifes  befides  .  Scotch  pro- 
duQions,'  and  not  the  worfe  practitioners  for  ihefe 
excentriciiies. 

It  may  be  thought  prefumption  in  me  to  lift  up 
my  head  before  fuch  an  awful  appearance  of  the 
greateft  men  in  the  world  ;  yet,  I  cannot  (tifle  a  wifh, 
that,  however  free  ihcy  may  be  in  the-ule  of  poifons 
themfelves,  that  they  would  expunge  them  from  their 
Difpenfatc^ry,  and  not  leave  them  'indifcriminatcly 
in  the  ufe  of  every  hand.  W'e  have  maierials  enough 
to  anfwer  every  end  in  view,  without  any  poffible 
bad  effect ;  therefore.  let  us  caft  to  the  bats  and  moles 
the  deadly  night-fhadc. 


D'.GITALIS. 
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DIGITALIS. 

THE  fox  glove  is  another  officinal  alfo  of  the 
fanfie  ftupendous  fore-mentioned  produflion. 
It  is  true,  I  had  not  ufed  it  for  more  than  twenty 
years  paft,  having,  long  before  that  time,  ftamped 
my  black   mark  upon  it,  as  .  I  did  upon  all  thofe 
drugs  which  did  not  produce  an  e{Fe6t,  (being  ufed 
fingly;  on  repeated  trials,  anfwerable  to  their  gene- 
ral charcfQer.    What  tempted  me  to  rcfume  a  trial 
of  this^  was,  its  being  brought  into  great  vogue  by  a 
very  eminent  phyfician  of  this  town  (Birmingham.) 
It  rauft  be  acknowledged,  that  I  heard  of  no  perfon, 
\vho  furvived,  or  recovered  their  health,  after  taking 
it ;  but  that  mufi;  be  confidered  as  an  immaterial  cir- 
cumflance,  as  this  is  a  town  in  which  people  will  die, 
lometimes,  whether  from  preverfenefs,  or  whatever 
other  caufe.    It  was  extolled  as  a  mofl  powerful  di- 
uretic ;  and  confequently,  capable,  at  leaft,  of  pro- 
ducing very  important  effefts.    From  fuch  recom- 
,mendation,  and  fuch  authority,  who  could  rcfift  a 
frefli  appeal  ?  The  perfon  who  fo  warmly  promoted, 
and  who  fo  liberally  prefcribed,  the  ufe  of  this  plant, 
had  not  only  his  education  at  that  moft  illuftrious  fe- 
minary,  Edinburgh,  but  had  himfelf  alfo,  like  Solo- 
mon, wrote  on  every  herb  of  the  field,  from  hyflop 

to 
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to  the  cedar,  and  a  wifer  than  Solomon  was  be  :  for 
his  Je\vi(h  Majefty  was  never  wife  enough  to  afTift  at 
filling  that  mofl  ufeful  machine,  an  air-balloon.  As 
I  always  regarded  myfeJf  as  the  propercft  fiibje6l  to 
try  hazardous  experiments  on  ;  finding  myfelf  ana- 
farcous,  with  extravafated  water  in  the  folds  of  the 
mediaftinum,  and  in  fcveral  other  parts  of  my  body, 
I  thought  there  could  not  be  a  fairer  opportunity  to 
give  the  Digitalis  a  probability  of  exciting  its  powers, 
efpecially  as  I  laboured,  at  the  fame  time,  under  a 
dyfury.  I  ordered  an  infufion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a 
pint,  and  took  a  wine  glafs  every  hour,  till  my  pine 
was  cxhaufted,  and  neither  eat  or  drank  any  thing 
that  day  :  it  was  on  that  remarkable  day  when  Mr. 
Harper  was  to  have  afcended  in  his  balloon.  It  raa- 
nifefted  no  evacuating  power  on  me,  and  the  on]y  ef- 
fect I  experienced  was  an  increafe  of  my  dyfury,  for 
two  or  three  davs  after,  and  a  moll  diftreffing  vertigo, 
which  did  not  leave  me  for  ten  days.  I  afterwards 
ufcd  one  of  my  own  formula,  under  die  article  drop- 
fy,  viz.  the  pills,  which  perfe£lly  reftored  me  to 
health.  As  the  gamboge  will  anfwer  every  good  end 
with  this  ;  the  elaterium.  laftuca  fylveftris,  or  any  of 
the  tribe,  without  any  poffible  bad  effeft,  wlilirifiiould 
we  run  the  hazard  of  poiloning  people  ?  For  my  own 
part,  my  confcience  will  never  fu{fer  me  to  prefcrihe 
it  for  another,  after  having  experienced  fuch  perni- 
cious eHe8s  from  it  myfelF.  1  niuRadd,  that  I  never 
yet  knew,  or  heard,  of  any  pcifun  who  livej  lung 
after  ufing  it. 

"  Here 
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Here  I  cannot  avoid  addrefling  the  noviciate  with 
the  greatefl-  ferioufnefs ;  as  to  mif-lead  is  an  error 
of  the  mofl  awful  magnitude;  if  you  find,  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  all  the  materials  necelTary  and 
efficacious,  which  have  been  repeatedly  tried,  and 
as  often  found  to  anfwer  the  end  propofcd,  is  it 
then  (lonfiflent  with  reafon,  or  the  leaft  propriety 
of  behaviour,  wantonly  to  have  rccourfe  to  medicines 
of  fufpicious  or  of  no  virtue,  as  the  farfa  and  china 
root,  or  (which  is  mfinitely  worfe)  to  thofe  whofc 
known  properties  are  deleterious,  and  their  good 
effefts  by  no  means  eftabiliflied  by  frequent  ex- 
perience; in  the  firfl:  cafe,  you  are  unpardonably 
trifling  w  ith  your  patient ;  in  the  fecond,  you  are 
expofing  your  own  ignorance,  defeating  your  main 
intention;  and,  in  fober  fadnefs,  meriting  a  halter. 
Let  the  tuto,  cito,  and  jucunde,  be  ever  in  view, 
and  refl  afl'ured,  that  as,  in  mechanics,  what  is  got 
in  power  is  loll  in  time;  fo,  whatever  is  got 
in  the  cito  is  loft  in  the  tuto.  Be  not  then 
raviflied  with  the  whidling  of  a  name,  nor  call  any 
man  Rabbi,  but  think  for  yourfelf,  and  dare  be 
honefl,  I  hate  the  petulance  of  a  didadic  ftylc  ; 
and,  therefore,  beg  of  you  to  ad  jull  as  you  pleafe, 
which  I  am  pcrfuadcd  you  will  do,  let  me  fay 
what  1  will. 

However,  if  a  few  hints  from  an  old  and  not 
unfuccefsful  Phyfjcian,  may  incline  you  to  th.ink 
rightly;  you  aic  welcome  to  them.  The  Art  ot 
iiealiiig  is  not  to  be  taii^ni  by  any  maJi ;  prtccp's 

and 
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and  examples  too,  in  this  cafe,  are  infufficient ;  ft 
is  to  be  learned  by  obfervation  and  experience,  by 
the  ingenuous  mind  only,  cultivated  by  a  liberal 
education,  and  always  operi  to  conviction.  Not- 
withftanding  my  attachment  to  formulae,  it  mull  be 
confeffed,  the  alteration  of  a  fingle  grain  is  fome- 
times  of  the  laft  importance  .  To  adapt  a  medicine 
is  a  fecret  that  will  ever  remain  locked  up  in  the 
bofom  of  the  (kilful  Phyfician.  Many  old  women 
know  the  effefts  of  drugs,  but  to  apply  them  with 
propriety,  accuracy,  and  confequently,  efficacy,  is 
his  alone.  A  little  fait,  oil,  brandy,  ginger,  &c 
properly  given,  have  faved  the  lives  of  many;  in 
the  hands  of  ignorance  they  could  have  anfwcred 
ho  end. 

There  is  a  felf-correBive  power  in  all  nature  ;  or, 
to  fpeak  more  philofophically,  a  conftant  tendency  t6 
a  reftoration  of  the  equilibrium.  If  the  fun  is 
drawn  fome  thoufands  of  miles  from  his  center  of 
gravity,  by  the  approximation  of  too  many  planets 
to  a  right  line  with  him;  on  their  receffion  he  will 
foon  recover  his  wonted  ftation.  Storms,  whirl- 
winds, tornados,  and  earthquakes,  are  efFefts  of  the 
fame  caufe.  In  plants,  the  fame  felf-correUive  pow- 
er predominates,  and  in  all  the  animal  creation. 
This  power  to  reftore  the  loll:  equilibrium  is  beftowed 
by  the  Deity  on  all  bodies,  animate  or  inanimate, 
commonly  called  the  pov/er  of  nature.  In  all  dif- 
orders  of  the  human  frame,  the  operations  of  nature 
are  powerful ;  fhe  is  exceeding  bufy  and  induftrious 
S  s  .  td 
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to  fct  to  rights  that  which  is  amifs and,  in  faa, 
is  the  fole  performer  of  that  falutary  work.  To 
alTid  her  is  our  whole  bufinefs.    I  do  not  arro^/aie  to 
myfelf  the  cure  of  difeafes,  for  I  never  cured  one  in 
my  life;  yet  t  have  helped  niiture  to  remove  infinite 
numbers,  which  flie  could  not  have  efFecled  without  my 
aid  ;  when  even  the  powers  of  nature  are  effete,  thev 
are  to  be  renovated  by  medicine;  and,  when  her 
path  is  totally  blocked  up,  it  is  to  be  opened  by 
proper  means.    It  is  beyond  meafure  ftrange,  that 
13r.  Buchan  fliould  fpeak  fo  languidly  of  the  pow- 
.  er  of  medicine,  who  muft  know  what  alteralions  are 
to  be  made  in  the  human  frame  by  a  few  grains 
of  cantharides,  opium,  quickfilver,  antimony,  or  blue 
vitriol.    The  fole  bufinefs  of  the   Phyfician  is  to 
watch  nature,  to  notice  her  endeavours,  to  expel 
what  is  inimical,  and  by  the  emunftory  fhe  chufes; 
never  to  impede,  obllruct  or  burthen  her  power, 
but  kindly  refocillate,  ftrengthen,  affift,  clear  her 
paflage,  and  impel  her  efforts.    To  give  this  im- 
pulfe  is  an  art  indeed,  the  true,  the  only  art  of 
healing.    Nature   will  perform   things  incredible. 
I  knew  an  inftance,  in  which,  without  any  affift- 
ance,  fhe  expelled  the  head  of  a  foetus  from  a 
contracted  uterus,  whofe  body  had  been  previoufly 
torn  away  by  the  temerarious  violence  of  the  haity 
operator.    If  we  are  not  clear  in  our  views  of  the 
intention  of  nature,  it  is  better  to  wait  and  do 
jiothing,  except  to  amufe  the  friends  of  the  patient. 

I  have 
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I  have  often  found  my  account  in  fuch  practice. 
When  we  fee  her  defign,  let  us  pufh  it  with  vigor, 
and  (he  will  amply  repay  our  obliging  fervices. 
Numbers  of  children  perifli  every  day,  by  medi- 
cines indifcreetly  given,  who,  if  left  to  nature,  might 
have  become  ornaments;  or  at  leaft,  ufeful  members 
of  fociety.    How  many  adults  deftroy,  or  fhorren 
their  exiftence,  from  the  rage  to  live  exciting  them 
to  the  ufe  of  quack  medicines  !  I  have  often  thought 
of  the  wonder  Sir  William  Temple  exprefles  at  the 
fwarras  of  people  that  iiTued  from  the  North,  and  how 
that  dreary  region  fliould  become  fo  populous:  he 
might  eafily  have  accounted  for  this  phaenomenon, 
if  he  recollefted  that  they  had  no  prefcribing  nurfes, 
or  in  facl,  any  medical  praftitioners  among  them. ' 
It  was  well  obferved  of  a  foldier,  on  finding  a  horfe- 
flioe,  and  (licking  it  in  his  girdle,  when  a  ball  ftruck 
it  flatted  and  fell,  that  a  little  bit  of  armor  would 
do,  if  it  were  well  placed.    In  like  manner  a  very 
litde  medicine  will  do,  if  it  is  well  placed  and  well 
timed.    To  gorge  a  patient  with  medicines  (with 
humble  fubmiflion  to   Meffieurs  Apothecaries)  is 
equally  unjufl;  and   cruel.    I  will  not  purfue  a 
fubjeft  fo  difagreeable  and  invidious,   but  leave  it 
to  my  reader's  own  good  fenfe  to  make  what  com- 
ments he  pleafes  on  it. 
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PREPARED  KALJ. 

AS  the  Caledonian  doftors  have  adopted  all 
manner  of  poifons  to  be  referved  in  the  re- 
pofitory  of  thofe  prudent  and  cautious  gentry  the 
apothecaries,  to  be  ufed  indifcriminately,  at  their 
difcretion,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  they  fhould  rejeft, 
or  fpeak  cooly  of  the  moft  innocent  and  ufeful 
medicines.  One  of  their  profeffors,  fays,  he  never 
faw  any  good  effefts  from  the  prepared  kali. 
Amazing  indeed  !  I  have  been  much  more  fortu- 
nate than  that  unlucky  artift,  for  I  can  v/ith  truth 
affirm,  that  in  many  thoufands  of  cafes,  in  inter- 
mittents  and  heftics  particularly,  in  almofl:  all  other 
fevers;  in  all  fevers  of  children,  in  the  hooping 
cough,  and  in  all  painful  diforders*,  it  has  proved, 
propriis  viribus,  efficacious.  It  is  indeed  the  beft 
attenuant  of  vifcidity  in  the  materia  medica.  In 
obftinate  head  achs  which  have  refifted  the  united 
force  of  every  other  drug,  this  has  foon  eiFetled  a 
perfeft  cure.  See  article  Cephalalgia.  For 
children  there  is  fcarce  any  other  medicine  necef- 
fary  (rhubarb  excepted)  to  the  years  of  puberty. 
It  is  an  excellent  anthelmintic.    It  has  all  the  virtues 

of 

•    See  Lobb,  on  Painful  Diforders. 
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of  the  abforbcnt  powders,  without  any  of  ihcir  bad 
efTetls,  and  ought  to  be  fubftituted  for  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  the 
calcined  antimony  is  not  merely  a  calx  as  has  been 
with  too  much  confidence  aflferted.  The  deflagra- 
tion of  antimony  with  a  larger  quantity  of  nitre  than 
is  ufed  in  this  procefs,  will  not  totally  deftroy  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  mineral. 

In  like  manner  the  quickfilver  with  fulphur,  is 
(though  lately  taken  for  granted  as  ufelefs)  a  very 
aftive  medicine.  In  cutaneous  diforders,  efpecially 
of  children,  it  is  one  of  the  bell  we  have.  The  ful- 
phur,  though  it  clogs  and  chokes  the  adion  of  the 
quickfilver,  does  not  render  it  entirely  effete.  I  have 
feen  fome  demonllraiive  proofs  of  its  de'compofitioii 
in  the  human  body.  1  could  mention  feveral  medi- 
cines which  our  forefathers  juftiy  valued,  which  are 
now  expunged  from  modern  compofitions.  We  have 
enough  left  to  anfwer  every  defirable  purpofe,  without 
having  recourfe  to  thole  which  are  fallaciou?,  dan- 
gerous and  deftrufiive. 

RHUBARB. 

THIS  is  indeed  the  magnum  dei  donum.  The 
virtues  of  rhubarb  are  as  great  in  number  as 
in  magnitude.  For  children,  inalmoltall  their  diforders 
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(excepting  the  prepared  kali)  it  is  almoft  the  only 
medicine  necelfary.  It  not  only  keeps  open  the  al- 
vine  tube,  but  by  its  aftringent  quality,  kindly  con- 
joined by  nature  with  its  purgative  power,  gives  elaf- 
ticity  to  the  fibres  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  fo  ne- 
cefTary  to  thofe  tender  frames. 

In  anafarcas  and  incipient  dropfies,  in  ifterical 
and  moft  bowel  complaints  (in  adults)  it  may  fafely 
be  confided  to  alone  :  in  more  advanced  ftages  of 
either,  the  addition  of  gamboge  in  the  former,  and 
antimony  in  the  latter,  is  fufficienc  to  fubdue  the  moft 
refraftory. 

It  fliould  be  given  in  much  fmaller  dofes  (and  re- 
peated at  leafl;  twice  a  day)  than  it  is  generally  admi- 
iiiftered,  and  continued  for  along  time,  to  efteft  thofe 
wonderful  cures  v/hich  1  have  often  feen  it  operate, 
even  in  phthifes,  combined  with  opium.  I  have  been 
twice  indebted  to  the  continuance  of  my  exiftence 
to  this  drug  alone.  The  fcientific  praftitioner  will, 
I  doubt  not,  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  hints,  but  t  can 
give  no  direftions  to  the  unlearned  with  refpeO:  to  its 
ufe,  which  would  be  of  the  leaft  fervice  to  him. 


THE 
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THE     BAR  K. 


TTp^HE  Peruvian  Bark  is  a  drug  of  a  very  cori- 
i     fiderable  power  and  efficacy.    Yet  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  is  fo  indifcritninately  adminiftered,  and 
fo  often  alone,  as  to  have  produced  more  bad  ihaii 
good  confequences.     If  given  in  cofiive  habits,  or 
when  it  runs  off  by  ftool,  it  is  always  produftive  of 
mifchievous  confequences.    It  is  indeed,  and  judly  a 
favourite  medicine,  but  by  no  means  a  panacea.  Ef- 
fects have  been  afcribed  to  it  from  coo  fond  a  par- 
tiality, which  it  is  not  capable  of.    That  it  will  ilop 
mortifications  has  been  generally  afferted  ;  from  ma- 
ny inftances  I  have  been  eye-witnefs  to,  this  power 
is  very  fufpicious.    Opiates  we  know  will  do  this, 
and  it  is  much  fafer  to  irufl.  to  them,  or  at  lea!!:,  not 
lo  the  bark  without  them.   Jt  is  a  noble  medicine,  and 
too  much  can  fcaicely  be  faid  in  its  commendation, 
vet  like  other  powerful  drugs,  if  it  -is  not  of  real  lei- 
vice,  it  mult  do.much  harm,  as  1  have  too  often  feeo. 
Where  we  find  the  good  effects  of  it,  let  it  be  re- 
peated in  large  quantities,  and  we  cannot  err.    1(  it 
does  not  foon  produce  tuch  effefclsi  dilcontiiiue  its  ulV. 
It  is  not  to  be  trilled  with.    Tlie  bcfl  way  of  admi- 
niflering  it  is  in  fubitance.    The  red  bark  fcenu  lo 
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pollers  all  the  good  properties  of  the  co?nmon  in  leH; 
bulk.  The  prt'jjared  kali  will  often  remove  periodi- 
cal pains  when  the  bark  fails.  In  like  manner,  in 
fixed  pains  in  the  ftomach,  or  periodical  ones,  when 
the  Bark  is  nfelefs,  the  blue  vitriol  will  efFett  a  cure. 
In  coi'tivr  hvihits,  when  the  bark  hAs  been  indifcreetly 
given  to  no  purpofe,  aloetics  will  perfectly  anfwer  the 
end.  The  Park  is  a  noble  ftreng'thener,  when  it 
does  not  irritate  the  bowels  It  requires  die  hand  of 
prudence  and  caution  in  the  adminiftraiion,  more 
than  any  drug  whatfoever,  to^  render  it  (as  in  fucii 
hands  it  generally  is)  admirably  efficacious.  It 
often  requires  combination  with  fome  other  drug 
to  render  it  efficacious. 

Q^UICkSILVE  R; 

QUICKSILVER  is  Quickfilver,  fays  a  certain 
author,  torture  it  how  you  will,  He  was  cer- 
tainly right,  however  quaint  the  expreffion.  The  ef. 
ficacy  of  this  mineral  is  in  proportion  to  its  diviCbi- 
lity  into  its  minima  :  whether  this  is  performed  by 
trituration,  calcination,  or  by  the  mineral  acids,  is 
of  no  confequence.  The  vitriolaied,  or  calcined,  or 
rnuriated  quickfilver  will  either  of  them  anfwer  every 
purpofe  that  quickfilver  is  equal  to.  To  make  it 
iexert  its  full  powers,  it  muft  enter  the  fyftem  in  almoft 
the  fmallefl:  conceivable  quantities;  in  ^/iZ5  differing  from 
all  other  drugs.  I  knew  an  inftance  of  a  peifon  who 
had  taken  two  grains  of  the  rnuriated  quickfilver  every 
i  day 
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day  for  four  months,  yet  continued  in  the  moft  de- 
plorable ftate,  whom  "I  radically  cured  by  half  a  quar- 
ter of  a  grain  of  the  fame  medicine,  taken  twice  a 
day  in  my  folution.  To  join  purgatives  with  quick- 
lilver  is  indifcreet,  or  even  to  give  mercurials  in  the 
evening,  and  a  purge  the  next  morning.  I  know  no 
medicine  that  will  cure  a  recent  clap  more  certainly 
and  more  expeditioufly  than  my  folution  properly  ad- 
miniftered.  1  have  known  it  often  efFe6l  a  perfeft 
cure  in  a  few  days.  The  reafon  why  quickfilver 
unguents  are  generally  fo  efBcacious,  is  becaufe  a 

fniall  portion   of  the   mincrzil    enters  the  abforbcntS, 

and  is  retained  in  the  fyftem :  if  a  large  quantity  is 
received,  the  effeft  is  dubious ;  if  a  ptyalifm  is  raifed, 
flill  more  fo.  I  have  known  perfons  remain  uncured 
after  going  through  five  falivations.  There  certainly 
is  not  a  more  fovereign  remedy  than  quickfilver  in  all 
venereal,  fcrophulous  and  cancerouscafes,  nor  any- 
one that  fo  much  requires .  the  direftion  of  medical 
acumen.  It  is  furprifing  to  me  that  a  branch  ofbu- 
finefs  fo  peculiarly  the  province  of  a  phyfician,  fhould 
be  fo  commonly  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  the  furgeon. 
Infinite  nicety  and  accuracy  is  often  requiiite  in  the 
treatment  of  this  diforder,  even  when  the  fame  pre- 
paration is  ufed  :  how  ridiculous  then  mud  be  the 
ufe  of  quack  medicines,  let  them  be  ever  fo  good, 
when  their  very  efBcacy  may  contribute  to  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  the  unhappy  fufiPerer.  I  have  feen  many 
inRances  where  the  firft  and  beft  fur2;eons  in  London 

T  t  have 
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have  Icfi  the  miafmata  in  the  blood,  after  the  patient 
was  pronounced  perfeaiy  well.  Ouickfilver  is  un- 
doubtedly equal  to  the  performance  of  a  radical  cure 
of  that  loathfome  diforder,  in  all  its  ftages,  but  it  re- 
quires the  guidance  of  cxquifite  fkill  and  extenfive 
knowledge. 

Various  have  been  the  opinions  of  its  modus  ope- 
randi, and  all  equally  bafelefs.    We  fmile  at  the  Ar- 
chasus  of  Helmont,  yet,  that  quickfilver  a61s  by  its 
momentum  (a  favourite  do8:rine  in  the  laft  century) 
is  furely  as  laughable.    The  falhionable  conjefture, 
at  prefent,  is  by  corrugation  ;  which  feems  juft  as 
true  as  that  it  grinds  the  blood  down  to  water.  That 
mercurial  applications  will  fometimes  heal  fores  of  all 
forts,  it  is  true,  and  fometimes  exafperate,  fpread  and 
incrcafe  them.    To  be  ingenuous,  it  is  a  point  we 
muft  confefs  our  ignorance  of.    A  medicine  in  the 
body  has  very  different  effedls  with  a  medicine  in  a 
fimilar  fituation,  out  of  the  body :  the  fynthefis  and 
analyfis  of  nature,  the  various  feparations,  combina- 
tions, and  chymical  proceflfes,  carried  on  in  the  hu- 
man frame,  and  the  variety  of  different  fubftances  in 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  the  difference  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  fluids,  and  of  the  excretions,  and  a  diver- 
fity  of  other  circumflances,  preclude  all  poffibility 
of  certainty  with  refpe£l  to  this  defideratum  in  many 
drugs.    It  is  fufficient,  and  ought  to  be  fatisfaClory 
to  human  imbecility,  that  we  know  fuch  caufes  ge- 
nerally 
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nei-ally  produce  fuch  effeas ;  if  they  are  not  invari- 
able, let  us  inveftigate  the  caufe  by  frequent  trials, 
and  leave  fyftems  to  divines,  who  will  find  as  much 
abfurdity  to  contend  with  in  the  defence  of  any  one, 
as  we  can  manifeft  in  endeavouring  to  difplay  the  me- 
thod in  which  medicines  always  operate. 


OPIUM. 

WERE  I  denied  the  ufe  of  Opium,  faid  Syl- 
vius le  Boe,  I  would  dechne  the  practice  of 
phyfic.    We  fhould  indeed  feel  ourfelves  very  often 
and  much  at  a  lofs,  were  that  the  cafe.    It  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  ufe  of  opiates  is  too  much  trifled 
with  by  caufelefs  timidity.  As  quickfilver  can  fcarce- 
ly  be  given  in  too  fmall  dofes  to  procure  the  defired 
effea  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  praftitioner  often  miffes 
his  view  by  not  adminiftering  opium  in  dofes  fuffici- 
ently  large  at  firft.    Wherever  pain  exifts,  its  ufe  is 
indicated,  were  it  only  to  gain  a  truce.    In  acute 
pains,  v.'here  no  inflammatory  fever  attends,  it  fliould 
not  be  given  in  lefs  quantity  than  two  grains  and  a 
half,  or  three  grains :  the  confequent  naufca  and 
vertigo  are  of  no  manner  of  confequence.    In  fpaf- 
modic  complaints  and  fphacelations,  it  may  be  ven- 
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tured  on  in  much  larger  quantities.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly the  nobleft  gift  of  nature,  who  has  kindl/  pre- 
fented  the  human  race  with  wheat  and  poppies  in  the 
fame  field.  There  is  no  anti-fpafmodic  compara- 
ble with  it,  and  the  ill  confequences  arifing  from  its 
ufe  are  as  trivial,  as  eafe  from  pain  is  defirable,  and 
a  calm  refrefliing  fleep  welcome  after  torment. 
With  what  delirious  extacy  do  fuch  patients  exprefs 
their  feelings  and  gratitude  !  Let  us  be  careful  not  to 
loje  an  opportunity  of  conferring  fo  much  felicity  on 
fufFering  humanity.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  thofe 
\vho  are  habituiitcd  to  ihc  ufe  of  it  are  tOO  apt  to 
increafe  the  dofe  gradually,  and  I  believe  unneceffa- 
lily ;  for  if  they  confine  themfelves  to  no  more  than 
the  fame  quantity  which  firfl;  eafed  them,  it  will  an- 
fwer  their  purpofe,  though  they  will  not  be  every 
night  equally  free  from  pain,  owing  to  a  variety  of 
circumftances.  They  will  find  the  fame  cafual  efFeft 
even  on  augmenting  the  dofe.  It  is  more  eligible, 
therefore,  to  make  no  addition. 


^ 
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ANTIMONY, 


'  I  "*HIS  is  a  moft  ufeful  and  powerful  medicine. 

Its  effefts  are  pretty  well  known,  but  how  they 
are  produced  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain.  We  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  too  fanguine  in  the  fupport  of  any  the- 
ory explicatory  of  fo  obfcure  a  point.  There  are  fome 
things  which  occur  in  practice  contradiftory  to  the 
bed  formed  theory.  Is  it  not  beyond  meafure  ftrange, 
that  many  diforders  fhould  be  removed  by  a  fingle 
dofe  of  tartarifed  antimony,  operating  violently  by 
vomiting  and  purging,  and  that  the  fame  diforders 
fhould  yield  as  certainly,  though  more  flowly,  to  a 
grain  or  two  of  the  precipitated  fulphur,  without  the 
leaft  irritation  of  the  ftomach  or  bowels  ?  The  nititur 
conjefturis  will  be  thrown  in  the  teeth  of  every  phy- 
fician  who  will  account  for  the  modus  operandi  of 
fome  medicines.  Antimonials,  like  opium,  if  gra- 
dually increafed,  may  be  given  in  incredible  quanti- 
ties. I  have  often  given  above  a  hundred  grains  of 
tartarifed  antimony  every  day,  for  feveral  weeks,  and 
been  obliged  to  add  cathartics,  it  not  having  any  fen- 
fible  cffedl  on  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 

The  two  above-mentioned  are  the  beft  prepara- 
tions of  this  mineral,  in  my  opinion.    The  tartarifed 

.niimony, 
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antimony,  where  briflcnefs  of  operation  and  expedi- 
tious effeft  is  dcfirable ;  as  in  fevers,  afthmas,  Sec. 
The  precipitated  fulphiir,  as  an  alterative,  in  chronical 
difeafes^ 

Thefe  ftri£lurcs  on  medicines,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  of  ibme  utility  ;  for  we  certainly  cannot  be 
too  circumlpeft  in  our  inveftigations,  in  obferving 
the  ufual .eWeQ.s  of  whatever  is  given  in  a  medicinal 
form,  on  the  human  frame.  A  careful  and  unremit- 
ted  attention  to  the  operations  of  nature  has  been 
the  chief  bufmefs  of  the  author's  life  ;  and  this  Trea- 
tife  contains  the  refult  of  above  thirty  years  extenfive 
experience,  of  which  he  has  communicated  the 
whole,  with  as  much  perfpicuity  as  he  was  mafter  of, 
snd'as  much  ftudied  brevity.  A  great  deal  of  infe- 
rential reafoning  is  left  for  his  reader,  for  without 
thinking,  and  ftrong  thinking  too,  no  man  can  prove 
an  able  phyfician  :  it  is  fufficient  that  he  has  olfered 
a  clue  to  enable  the  reader  to  think  7'ight.  Noc- 
withllanding  his  partiality  to  formulae,  he  has  always 
acknowledged,  that  no  prefcription  will  cure  the  fame 
diforder  in  every  perfon  :  if  it  fucceeds  wtth  feven 
out  of  ten,  it  is  as  much  as  can  be  expeded,  and.  he 
thinks  fuch  expeftations  will  not  be  found  vain,  from 
thofe  he  now  fubmits  to  the  public.  Several  gentle- 
men whom  he  had  the  honor  to  inftru6l,  are  now  as 
eminent  phyficians  as  any  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
and  fome  of  them  have  fettled  in  each  of  the  four 

quarters 
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quarters  of  it.  They  have  all  tranfmittcd  to  him  the 
moft  pleafing  accounts  of  their  fuccefs  in  the  ufe  of 
his  Praxis  Medica.  A  confiderahle  number  of  in- 
telligent apothecaries  have  given  him  the  fame  infor- 
mation. To  mitigate  the  fufferings  and  relieve  the 
diftreffcs  of  mankind  is  the  only  object  he  ever  had 
in  view,  and  no  refle£lion  affords  him  fuch  exquifite 
fatisfaftion  as  that  which  arifes  from  having  promoted 
thefe  defirable  ends.  Were  fome  happier  genius  to 
produce  formulae  more  fafe,  more  certain,  and  more 
expeditious  in  their  efficacy,  it  is  with  the  utmoft  joy 
that  he  would  fee  his  own  work  fink  into  neccffary 
and  merited  oblivion. 

Several  editions  of  it,  he  is  forry  to  fay,  of 
his  own  publication,  have  abounded  with  faults ; 
even  fome  fheets  which  he  he  has  correQed  have 
been  worked  off  v;idiout  thofe  correftions  havins^ 
been  made.  Many  editions  have  been  publiflied 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  without  his  confent 
or  knowledge,  and  fome  which  he  never  faw.  He 
was  extremely  defirous  of  feeing  one  correifl  edi- 
tion, printed  under  his  own  eye,  before  he  died, 
and  fuch  a  one  is  this  he  now  offers  to  the  public. 
He  confeffes  he  has  rendered  it  as  perfeQ:  as  is 
confiftent  with  feeble  humanity.  Whatever  errors 
remain,  he  mufl:  take  to  himfelf,  for  the  printer 
has  done  him  juftice.  He  will  never  more 
make    any  alterations  or  additions  to  it,  unlcfs 

convicted 
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convi6led  of  a  miftakc.  It  is  a  work  that  he 
has  conftantly  attended  to  for  thefe  thirty  years, 
and  has  received  the  decided  approbation  of  all  the 
literary  journals  in  Europe  that  have  noticed  it. 
The  latin  edition,  printed  on  the  continent  about 
thirty  years  ago,  is  now  only  to  be  found  in 
private  hands.  Were  this  to  be  tranflated  into 
that  language,  and  publiflied  either  in  Holland 
or  France,  it  would  amply  repay  the  tranflator 
for  his  trouble.  If  the  author  has  not  been  mif- 
informed,  it  is  leftured  from  by  profelTors  in  more 
foreign  univerfities  than  one. 

The  author  cannot  help  obferving,  that  he  has 
known  fome  of  his  brethren  who  have  been  exceed- 
ing vociferous  in  declaiming  againfl:  his  work ; 
■u'ho,  in  cafes  of  difficulty  and  danger,  have  had 
recourfe  to  the  formulae  in .  it,  and  proved  fuccefs- 
fui.  It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  indiffe- 
rance  to  him,  whether  perfons  fpeak  well  or  ill  of 
his  work,  or  himfelf:  if  he  is  wrong,  God  forbid  that 
others  fhould  be  milled.  Were  there  any  thing  that  he 
has  wrote  by  attention  to  which  a  praBitioner  might 
do  mifchief  to  one  human  being,  he  would  heartily 
wifli  his  book,  and  every  copy  of  it  to  be  deflroyedi 
He  thinks  fuch  unhappy  confcquence  cannot  be  the 
cafe  with  an  intelligent  perfon.  As  to  thofe  who 
do  not  chufe  to  give  ihemfelves  the  trouble  of 
thinking,  he  hopes  and  ■  defires  they  would  never 

fatigue 
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lit  ' 

fatigue  themfelves  with  the  perufal  of  his  writings. 
If  he  has  wrote  any  thing  indefenfible,  he  is  the  laft 
perfon  who  would  take  up  his  pen  to  make  any 
efforts  towards  exculpation.  Truth  alone,  confirmed 
by  experience,  can  ftand  the  teft,  To  this  only 
is  his  appeal.  As  to  theory,  he  is  convinced 
that  there  is  no  one  fo  perfeCl  that  muft  not  be 
departed  from  in  pradice.  He  who  would  perti- 
nacioufly  adhere  even  to  Dr.  Cullen's,  would  find 
his  expeftations  miferably  difappointed. 

My  ruling  paffion,  from  childhood,  has  been  a 
tender  affeftion  for  my  fellow  creatures,  and  con- 
fequential  avidity  to  ferve  them  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
power.  I  know  no  pleafure  equal  to  that  which 
arifes  from  mitigating  the  fuffcrings  and  relieving 
the  diftrelTes  of  others.  To  give  happinefs  is  to  en- 
joy it  in  the  moft  elevated  and  refined  manner. 
With  this  view  is  my  treatife  prefented  to  the  world, 
and  no  caution  hr*  been  omitted  that  might  pre- 
clude any  even  the  llighteft  injury  to  be  effefted  by 
attention  to  its  con/^nts.  May  the  Art  of  Healing 
be  ftill  more  diligently  cultivated,  and  mor« 
rapidly  increafed,  and  more  univerfally  diffe- 
minated. 

In  this  enligtbened  age  of  Philofophy  and  ex- 
periment, let  every  experimentalift  be  peculiarly 
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circumrpefl:  in  his  deduQions,  and  let  each  of  us 
condantly  bear  in  our  mind,  that  the  chief  end  of  our 
exlltence  is  to  promote  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Vale  iedor  amice  Sc  iaboribus  meis  fruerc. 
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Canine  Appetite 
Cardialgia 

Carminative  Tinfture 

Catalepfy 

Catarrhal  Fevers 

Catarrh  Suffocating 

Catoche 

Caufus 

Cephalsea 

Cephalalgia 

Chiragra.  See  Gout. 
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Gonorrhoea 
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Gravel.    See  Nephritis. 
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H 
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Nephritis  Page 
Nervous  Fever  77 
Nipples  fore  45 
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54 
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Odontalgia 

Oedema  254 
Omagra.  7  c 
Onagra.  ^0"^' 
Opifthotonos 
Opthalmy 

Orthopnoea  ^ 

100 

Pamful  diforders 
Pain  in  the  Back 

Breaft.  See  Phthifis 


- —  Ears 
—  Face 


Head.    See  Cephalalgia 


 Limbs 

 Loins 

— -  Neck 

 Side.    See  Flatus 

Stomach.   See  Heart-burn 
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ibid 


Palpitation  of  the  Heart 

Palfy  J9t> 

Paralytic  affection  of  the  Legs  268 

Paraphrenitis  2 
Parturition 

Peripneumony  25 

— T  Baftard 

Petechial  Fever  '^g 

Phlogofis  g 

Phlydenae  ibi^ 

Phrenitis  28 
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Plague.    See  Putrid  Fever 

Pleurify  i6 

Poifons  395 
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Practical  obfervations  on  inflammatory  cafes  36 
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 .          uteri  279 

Pf^a  214 
Pterygium  87 
Putrid  Fever  48 
 Sore  throat  52 

Q. 

Quinfy  521 

R. 

Rachitis  303 

Retention  of  the  Meconium.  292 

Rickets  303 

Rheumatifm  239 

Rupture  2^8 

S. 

Scald  Head  301 

Sc  arlet  Fever  57 

Schirrus  262 

Sciatica  243 

Scorbutic  Eruptions  202 

Scrophula                      ,  295 

Scurvy  202 

Singultus  72 

Slow  Fever  45 

Small  Pox  40 

Spafms  197 

Sphacelus  259 

Spina  Ventofa  25^ 

Sprain  264 

Sterility  229 
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Strangury  83 
S-ruma  223 
Siiff7>cating  Catarrh 

SufiTufio  93 
Syncope  ^7 
S)'nochus  '  ^93 

T  9 

J  araxis 

Tenefmus  ^7 
Thrufh  ,  170 

Tinea  5i 
Tooth,  a  ch 

Toothing  254 
1  ufTjs  Lonvulfiva 

Twiftino  of  the  Guts  ^99 
Tympanites 

V. 

Variolas 

Venereal  Difarders 

V(;lvuius  ^  '43 

Vomiting  ^^3 

Ulcer  in  the  Rladd^r  ^ 

 '  K  idneys 
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Urine  SupprcfTed  . 
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w. 

Waterv  Gripes 
Weakncf-,  of  the  SohVs 
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M^hhe  swelh'ng 
"Windy  Dilbrders 

V/orm  Fever  ''I 

£98 
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Yaws.  See  Pox. 
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Errata; 

P.  3,  I,  19, /or  vitae  rW  viae. — P.  iz.  I.  5,  after  article, 
fevers  in  general. — P.  35,  line  laft  but  two,  after  colocynth, 
read  tvjo  drachms — ?.  42,  1.  2,  deh  of. — P.  62,  1.  19,  read 
preclfely — P.  73,  1.  1  3, /cr  elm  rra^/ heJiebore. — P.  97,  i.  13, 
read  Cichedic.  —  P.  119,  1  6,  read  ha\i  a  drachm. — P.  126,'], 
19,  dele  ox  s.her. — P.  166,  1.  8,  read  failed — P.  180,  1.  18, 
r;<2i/fphacelated. — P.  182,  1.  penult, /or  three  rf^?a' two. — P.  192, 

1.  3,  tead  &c\6 — P.  ig8,  1.  \,  for  four  read  tv^o  P.  ditto,  firft 

line  after  diabetes,  r^iiij' preternacui a!  P.  223,  1.  the  firlt, /tfr 

perpetual        partial. — P.  295,  1.  13,  demands. 
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